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PREFACE. 


In  preparing  this  volume  for  the  press,  it  has  been  my  object  to 
clear  up  as  much  as  possible,  by  the  publication  of  important  narra- 
tives, all  doubts  respecting  the  ckim  of  Spain  to  the  first  discovery, 
and  of  France  to  the  first  settlement  and  exploration  of  the  Missis- 
sippi Fiver.  In  the  sixteenth  century,  the  name  of  Florida  vras  given 
to  all  that  country  lying  south  of  Virginia,  and  extending  westward  to 
the  Spanish  possessions  in  Mexico,  including,  of  course,  the  present 
State  of  Jjouisiana.  It  was  inhabited  by  several  powerful  tribes  of 
warlike  Indians,  who  subsequently  resisted  every  attempt  of  England, 
France  and  Spain,  to  subjugate  them.  In  1512,  Ponce  de  Leon,  a 
companion  of  Columbus,  sailed  for  Florida,  and  effected  a landing 
near  the  present  town  of  St.  Augustine.  He  was  attacked  by  the 
natives,  and  driven  back  with  severe  loss  to  his  ships,  mortally 
wounded.  He  returned  with  the  wreck  of  his  expedition  to  Cuba, 
where  he  shortly  afterwards  died. 

In  1520,  Yasquez  de  Ayllon  fitted  out  another  expedition  to  take 
posse.s.sion  of  Florida,  but  ho  was  slain  by  the  Indians,  and  his  fleet 
returned  to  Cuba.  In  1528,  Pamfilo  de  Narvaez  sailed  from  Cuba 
with  four  ships  and  a strong  military  force  to  conquer  the  country. 
He  arrived  in  the  Bay  of  Espiritu  Santo  (Tampa  Bay),  on  the  12th 
of  April,  where  he  landed  his  army.  After  penetrating  the  country 
Fome  hundreds  of  miles,  and  suffering  severe  loss  and  incredible  hard- 
ships, he  returned  to  the  sea-coast,  and  embarked  the  miserable 
renmant  of  his  army  in  five  frail  vessels  foi"  Cuba.  During  his  voyage 
a .severe  storm  arose,  in  which  ho  suffered  shipwreck,  and  only  a por- 
tion of  his  army  ultimately  reached  Mexico  in  1537. 

In  lo3l),  Hernando  do  Soto,  the  companion  of  Pizarro  in  the  con- 
(it  Ik-ru,  obtained  permission  of  Charles  the  Fifth  to  eoiKjuer 
tin,*  Country,  and  the  title  of  governor  and  captain-general  was  con- 
Icrr*. d u)*i)ii  him.  After  nearly  fourteen  months  spent  in  prejriration, 
lie  Nt  s;i;l  Irom  Spain  on  tlic  Gth  of  April,  1538,  and  on  tlie  dlst 
M vy,  lo31».  ho  arrived  in  the  b;iy  of  lasjiiritu  Santo,  where  he  landed 
Ins  army.  Ill-  [>eui‘lrated  the  interior  of  the  country,  and  ]>asscd  d(»wn 
the  \;dley  ot.  the  Coosa  Kiver.  He  marched  from  thence  to  Alabama 
ii\''r,  wluTc  he  lougljt  a great  battle  with  the  Indians.  Leaving 
M'tun/ii,  lie  marelied  northward  and  westward,  and  spent  the  second 
wiiMu'  in  M i'.>i,s>ij.pi,  where  he  lost  a j)art  of  his  army  in  a battle 
with  the  ('hit'kasaws.  d’lu'iico  he  bent  his  course  to  the  1\1  ississi])j>i 
Kiver,  wliich  he  cro.'^.sed  in  the  latitude  of  the  (diickasaw  Bluffs,  and 
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PREFACE. 


spent  the  next  winter  in  the  moimtuinous  region  of  Arkansas.  In  the 
following  spring  he  returned  to  tlie  Mississippi  lliver,  where  he  died. 
The  account  of  this  famous  expedition  was  written  by  Garcilaso  de  la 
Vega,  and  a gentleman  of  J^dvas,  and  published  in  Spain  some  years  after- 
wards. may  be  doubted/’  says  Mr.  Sparks,  ‘Gvhether  either  of  these 
works  can  be  trusted  as  afibrding  genuine  historical  materials.  They 
have  been  cited  by  respectable  writers  in  default  of  other  authorities ; 
but  they  border  so  closely  upon  the  regions  of  romance  that  they  may 
as  justly  be  ranked  in  this  class  of  compositions  as  in  that  of  history. 
This  is  generally  conceded  in  regard  to  Garcilaso  de  la  Vega,  but  his 
predecessor,  the  gentleman  of  Elvas,  is  thought  to  have  higher  claims.” 
Since  the  above  was  written  by  Mr.  Sparks,  another  account  of  this 
expedition  into  Florida  and  Louisiana  has  been  found  in  manuscript, 
in  Spain,  written  by  Luis  Hernandez  de  Biedma  { factcur  de  sa  Majestc)^ 
and  presented  by  him  to  the  king  in  1544,  which  seems  to  have  fur- 
nished the  materials  for  these  histories,  and  establishes  beyond  a doubt 
the  claim  of  Spain  to  the  discovery  of  the  Mississippi  Biver,  and  the 
extensive  country  lying  on  both  sides  of  it.  It  is  written  in  a plain 
and  unpretending  style,  and  gives  apparently  a faithful  account  of 
the  countries  traversed  by  De  Soto — the  manners  and  customs  of  the 
Indians — their  towns  and  villages — the  mountains,  rivers,  and  val- 
leys— the  currents,  islands,  and  other  physical  features  of  the  great 
Mississippi  valley  and  river  ,*  and  finally  the  preparation  and  departure 
of  his  successor  Luis  de  Moscoso,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Arkansas, 
until  his  arrival  in  the  river  of  Panuco  in  1543.  A translation  of  this 
rare  and  curious  manuscript,  together  with  an  autograph  letter  of  the 
Adelantado  de  Soto  is  now  published  for  the  first  time  in  this  volume. 
After  the  death  of  Hernando  de  Soto,  more  than  a century  elapsed 
before  any  further  attempt  was  made  to  explore  the  i^Iississippi.  In 
1673,  M.  Talon,  the  French  governor  of  Canada,  took  measures  to 
secure  the  dominion  of  France  over  all  the  countries  lying  south  and 
west  of  the  Canadian  lakes;  and,  anxious  to  discover  the  sources, 
course,  and  direction  of  the  great  river  which  had  Ijceii  mentioned  to 
the  French  missionaries  by  the  Indians  of  the  west,  to  flow  towards 
the  south,  he  sent  Manjuettc  and  Joliet  to  explore  it  to  the  sea. 
They  embarked  in  3Iay,  and  proceeded  down  the  river  as  tar  as  the 
Arkansas,  from  whence  they  returned  to  Canada,  and  published  an 
account  of  their  voyage  in  the  French  language  several  years  after. 
35ut  it  was  left  for  the  greatest  traveler  of  liis  age,  the  Sieiir  Bobert 
Cavalier  de  la  Salle,  to  flni^h  what  they  had  begun,  lie  set  out  from 
Canada  in  1682,  and  reached  its  mouths  on  the  0th  of  April,  and 
look  ])Ossession  of  the  country  in  the  name  of  his  sovereign,  and  called 
it  Louisiana.  The  valuable  and  rare  map  acconijunying  this  volume 
is  a well-exccutt'd  foe  aimllr.  of  the  original.  It  as})ires  to  a degree 
of  accuracy  that  is  of  great  importance  both  to  the  histen-ian  and  anti- 
rpiarian.  It  presriaa's  not  only  tin;  Indian  names  of  the  lakes  and 
ri\ers,  but  traces  the  routes  of  the  early  explorers,  and  lavs  down 
the  localities  of  the  numerous  Indian  tribes  wlio  once  held  sway  over 
Ibis  extensive  country. 
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LOUISIANA  HISTOllIGAL  SOCIETY. 


New  Orleans,  May  1,  1850. 

To  B.  F.  French,  Esq.. 

Dear  Sir  : — 

Agreeably  with  your  request,  I hand  you  the  follow- 
ing paper,  sliowing  the  progress  as  Avell  as  origin  of 
our  Historical  Society,  vvdiich  }^ou  are  at  liberty  to 
})ublish  ill  the  forthcoming  volume  of  your  Historical 
Collections  of  our  State. 

Tlic  Society  Avas  originally  established  in  1836,  as 
Jippears  from  some  of  its  records  delivered  to  me  by 
its  then  Secretary,  Louis  Janin,  Esq.,  of  this  city. 

J lu*  first  President  Avas  Hon.  11.  Bullard.  Secretaries, 
Mr.  Harrison,  a prominent  young  laAA^yer  of  that  time, 
and  t-litor  of  I;ouisiana  Condensed  Keports,”  and  Mr. 
lanin.  Among  tlie  officers  arc  recorded  the  names  of 
.'^laniii,  Ibrter,  Komac,  Canonge,  Barton;  and  among 
th<*  iia-mi  ors,  Clapp,  GraAg  Eustis,  MnCalel),  Ingalls, 
mnlirop.  Post,  IVatts,  Diblimix.  Leonard,  etc.  The 
p;q-^T.s  oj  the  old  Sodety  whicli  are  preserved  are 
\'-ry  Irw — aiiaM'ig  iIk^u  th<‘  aljle  address  of  Judge  Bub 
laoL  whiidi  yon  have  }mblis]ied  in  the  first  A'olume  ot 
v.'iir  (. olt'crions.  and  the  ( Viiistitution.  AVe  extract 
tills  from  its  ])reand)le. 
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HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS  OF  LOUISIANA. 


••  TIic  undersigned;  citizens  of  Louisiana;  'wishing  to  unite  their 
label's  in  investigating  the  history  and  geography  of  the  country  for- 
merly possessed  by  France  and  Spain,  under  the  name  of  Louisiana, 
being  assembled  in  New  Orleans  on  the  16th  day  of  January,  3 836,  and 
having  agreed  to  associate  themselves  togetlier,  do  adopt,  &c.  &c.  &c.^^ 

Among  old  memoranda,  I find  a resolution  to  in- 
qairo  of  Hon.  Jolin  Dutton  relative  to  settlement  of 
aVcadiaii  Coast  and  Indian  tribes ; of  Dr.  Sibley,  Bullard 
and  Carr,  about  Natchitoches;  of  Sir  William  Dun- 
bar’s representatives,  about  old  papers,  and  in  regard  to 
late  Historical  vSociety  at  Baton  Kouge;  of  Mr.  Taylor 
relative  to  Lafourche  and  the  little  colony  of  Spa- 
niards; of  Col.  Skipvdth  about  Baton  Rouge  Conven- 
tion, etc.  etc. 

'Tlie  vSociety  appears  soon  after  to  have  fallen  into 
deeny.  lor  some  reason  or  other,  and  become  almost 
entirely  extinct. 

In  June,  184G,  the  Society  was  again  revived  by 
a meeting  of  the  following  gentlemen,  at  the  State 
House,  New  Orleans. 

JOHN  PERKINS, 

J.  D.  B.  DE  BOW, 

E.  J.  EORSTALL, 

HON.  C.  GAYARRE, 

GEN.  JOSEPH  WALKER, 

ALFRED  HENNEN. 

Gen.  \Valker  wes  called  to  Ihe  chair,  and  J.  D.  B. 
De  Bow  appointed  Secretary.  A committee  to  draft 
Constitution,  consisting  of  Dr.  Ilaw'kes,  Alfred  Hen- 
nen,  and  J.  D.  Ih  De  I^ow,  reported  the  following, 
wdiich  was  adoplwL 
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CONSTITUTION 


OF  THE 


LOUISIANA  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY. 

ADOPTED  JULY  1,  1840. 


The  preservation  of  books,  pamphlets,  manuscripts,  and  records 
containing  historical  facts,  biographical  anecdotes,  temporary  projects, 
and  beneficial  speculations,  conduces  to  mark  the  genius,  delineate  the 
manners,  and  trace  the  progress  of  society  in  the  United  States,  and 
must  always  have  a useful  tendency  to  rescue  the  true  history  of  the 
country  from  the  ravages  of  time,  and  the  effect  of  ignorance  or  neg- 
hx-l.  A,  collection  of  observations  and  descriptions  in  natural  history 
and  toj.ography,  together  with  specimens  of  natural  and  artificial 
curi  and  a selection  of  everything  which  can  improve  and  pro- 

mnu-  the  historical  knowledge  of  our  country,  either  in  a physical  or 
}'  luuul  view,  has  long  been  considered  as  a desideratum.  Such  is 
the  jntr'.Kluctory  language  of  the  Massaclnisctts  Historical  Society,  the 
vM.  -I  a.NSi'x'iatioii  of  the  kind  in  any  of  the  States  of  the  Union,  and 
Ui  ,i  l.iijguagc  more  forcible  and  comprehensive,  it  is  conceived,  can 
ihe  «'l'jeot5  t’i  the  Society  we  are  about  to  organize  be  expressed. 


ARTICLE  1. 


slial!  be  called  the  Historical  Society  of  Louisiana. 


ARTICLE  JI. 

It  shall  eoii.4.‘it  C'f  and  honorari/  members,  tlic  former  to  be 

of  the  State  of  J>ouisiana,  the  latter  of  other  States. 
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HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS  OF  LOUISIANA. 


ARTICLE  III. 

The  officers  of  the  Society  shall  be  a President,  six  Vice-Presidents, 
two  Secretaries,  whereof  one  shall  be  a recording,  and  the  other  a cor- 
responding Secretary,  a Treasurer  and  Librarian  elected  annually,  and 
by  ballot. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

There  shall  be  an  Executive  Committee  consisting  of  seven  mem- 
bers appointed  annualhj  by  the  President,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to 
solicit  and  receive  donations,  to  recommend  plans  for  promoting  the 
ends  of  the  Society,  to  digest  and  prepare  business,  and  to  execute 
such  other  duties  as  may  be  entrusted  to  them  from  time  to  time,  re- 
porting the  result  at  the  regular  meetings  of  the  Society. 

ARTICLE  V.  ’ 

The  Society  shall  meet  regularly  on  the  first  Wednesday  evening  of 
each  month. 


ARTICLE  VI. 

All  resident  members  shall  contribute  for  the  use  of  the  Society 
five  dollars  annually,  to  be  paid  over  to  the  Treasurer. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

Members  shall  be  elected  by  ballot,  on  their  names  being  presented 
to  the  Society,  but  no  individual  can  be  elected  a member  without  re- 
ceiving the  votes  of  four-fifths  of  those  present. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

This  Constitution  shall  not  be  altered,  or  amended,  or  abrogated, 
without  a vote  of  four-tiftlis  of  the  meml)ers  present,  previous  notice 
of  one  month  having  been  given. 

An  election  for  oHicers  resulled  in  lion.  Francois 
Xavier  Martin  being  elected  the  ib’csident. 

J.  1).  B.  De  Bow,  from  the  Kvetmlive  Committee,  re- 
ported tlie  following  circular  letter  : — 
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CIRCULAR  OF  THE  LOUISIANA  HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY. 


)'or  the  purpose  of  eliciting  information  in  relation  to  the  various 
subjects  jiroper  for  the  cognizance  of  Historical  Associations^  the  fol- 
lowing (pierics  are  published.  They  will  he  sent  to  the  members  of 
tlie  SocieHat  large,  and  it  is  to  be  hoiked  will  receive  a due  portion  of 
regard.  A general  invitation  is,  however,  extended  to  all  persons 
who  may  have  it  in  their  power,  in  any  manner,  to  promote  the  ob- 
jects of  the  association.  If  the  Louisiana  Historical  Society  does  not 
j>ublish  its  “Collections”  as  other  societies  have,  much  will  have  been 
gained  by  preserving  them  among  its  archives  as  subjects  for  the 
future  historian.  Letters  on  any  and  every  subject  interesting  to  the 
l^(X'iety  will  be  received  with  pleasure,  and  they  may  either  be  ad- 
dres.'^ed  to  the  President,  to  the  Executive  Committee,  or  to  the  Sec- 
retary. 

HON.  F.  XAVIER  MARTIN,  President 


EXECUTrV'E  COM-MITTEE. 


J.  P.  33enjamin, 
E.  J.  Forstall, 
Hr.  Hawke s, 


Alfred  Hennen, 

L.  Janin, 

Prof.  J.  L.  Riddell, 


J.  H.  B.  He  Bow. 


QUERIES. 

1.  dime  of  .settlement  of  your  parish;  dates  of  oldest  land  grants; 
nu'aii  r and  condition  first  settlers;  wdience  emigrating;  other  facts 
rrlaiing  to  .■^e'ttlemcnt  and  history? 

U.  hi  lian  name  parisli  ; wliat  tribes  originall}';  what  relics  or 
Hjor;nnu nt.s  of  them  ; if  Indians  still,  in  what  condition  ? 

Ih'grajihy,  anecdote.^',  ke.,  of  individuals  di."lingiiished  in  your 
\.t  ini!y  in  the  [.a.>t  for  iugen\iitv,  enterptise,  literature,  talents,  civil 
c-r  military,  Ae.  ? 

t.  'l\'j*  -graphical  (h,  scrip! ions  of  }'onr  ];arish,  mountains,  rivers, 
ponds,  animals,  vt'getablc  gnnvth,  rocks,  minerals,  sands,  clays,  chalk, 
Hint,  iiiarlde,  pitcoal,  pigments,  medicinal  and  poisonous  substances, 
ke.'f 
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5.  Fonuor  and  present  state  of  cultivation  in  parish;  changes 
taking  place  ; introduction  of  cotton,  sugar  and  rice ; what  lands  oc- 
cupied and  unoccupied  ; fjuality  of  soil;  improvements  suggested  in 
cultivation  and  new  growths;  improvements  in  communication,  roads, 
bridges,  canals,  &c. ; value  of  land ; kind  and  qualities  of  timber ; 
density  of  population,  capacity  of  raising  stock,  &c.  ? 

G.  iiiSLances  of  longevity  and  fecundity ; observations  on  diseases 
in  you]-  section  ; on  the  weather,  climate,  healthy  or  otherwise — on 
the  necessity  of  summer  seats,  &c.  ? 

7.  Increase  and  progress  of  population  in  your  parish,  distinguish- 
ing blacks  and  whites ; advantages  of  schools  and  libraries  enjoyed; 
proportion  educated  ? 

8.  Churches  or  chapels  in  the  parish;  when  and  by  v/hom  erected; 
liov'  sup|]lied  with  clergy ; how  supported  and  attended ; oldest  iu- 
tennents,  church  vaults,  &c.  ? 

0.  Fate,  extent,  consequences  and  other  circumstances  of  droughts, 
freshet5i,  wliirlvriiuls,  storms,  lightning,  hurricanes,  or  other  remark- 
able plijsicrJ  events  in  yoiu'  section,  from  remote  periods — other 
meteoroh'igical  phenomena  ? 

10.  ivitcrary  productions  emanating  from  your  neighborhood;  your 
literai'Y,  scientific  or  art  associations,  if  any;  what  manuscripts,  pri- 
vate records,- letters,  journals,  &c.,  or  rare  old  hooks,  interesting  in 
theii'  relation  to  the  history  of  Louisiana,  are  possessed  by  individuals 
widiin  your  Iznowiedge — state  any  other  matters  of  interest? 

Judge  aJartin,  who -lias  Avritten  the  history  of  the 
State,  and  Avas  a curious  collector  of  old  documciits, 
stated  in  some  of  his  remarks  before  the  Society,  the 
foil OAV lug,  Avliich  Avas  noted  by  tlie  Secretaiy. 

There  Avas  an  old  Spanish  boolc  or  manuscript  re- 
garding Louisiana,  its  physical  histoiy,  &c.,  once  con- 
sulted] b}"  him,  Imdiig  borroAved  it  from  the  OAAmcr, 
Don  Seriaco  de  Ceraos,  Avho  died  in  1S15.  ' The 
daugliter  of  a pliysician  sent  out  l)y  the  King  of 
Frane.e  to  tin’s  eilA',  niarried  Judge  AYatts.  lie  may 
liaA'u  Idt  some  paj)crs.  Don.  EdAAaird  EATrett  Avas 
olian'inan  ol  a coinmiKee  of  Congress  to  ])urchase  (he 
french  a]ul  Spanisli  boo]>:s  collected  by  t lie  Spanish 
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consul.  Bisliop  Blanc  might  obtain  from  the  curates 
of  our  parishes  much  valuable  information.  Sir  Wil- 
liam Dunbar  left  valuable  papers,  information  of  which 
might  be  liad  from  Mr.  Kobert  Ogden. 

In  the  fall  of  1846,  the  lion.  B.  F.  Porter  of  Ala- 
bama delivered  a public  address  before  the  Society. 

In  December  of  the  same  year,  our  venerable  Pre- 
sident, Judge  Martin,  died  at  his  residence  in  this 
city.  An  eulogiumwas  pronounced  over  his  remains 
by  tlie  Hon.  H.  A.  Bullard. 

The  Society  has  received  interesting  letters  from 
lion.  Joel  B.  Poinsett,  and  Wm.  Gilmore  Simms,  of 
South  Carolina  ; lion.  Thomas  H.  Benton,  Missouri  ; 
Hon.  Lewis  Cass,  Michigan ; Hon.  H.  Clay,  Ken- 
tucky; Professor  Stephens,  of  Georgia;  Mr.  Green- 
liow,  of  Washington,  D.  C.  ; Judge  Biy,  Ouachita,  &c. 

Dr.  Wurdeman,  of  South  Carolina,  presented  the 
Society  a few  books  relating  to  Cuba ; and  Senator 
Jolinson,  of  Louisiana,  has  regularly  furnished  Con- 
gressional and  other  documents. 

In  the  summer  of  1847  tlie  Societ}^  was  incorpo- 
rated, and  Hon.  H.  Bullard  elected  President.  The 
Secretaries,  John  Perkins  and  J.  D.  B.  De  Bow,  were 
ap|>ointed  to  visit  the  various  societies  at  the  north, 
and  open  interchanges  of  documents  and  correspond- 
tuice.  T]iis  duty  they  regularly  performed. 

lion.  T.  II.  McCaleb  was  requested  to  corres]iond 
wiih  the  lieirs  of  the  late  Judge  Porter  about  docu- 
inent.‘^;  and  Judge  Bullard,  Avith  jMr.  Bouligny,  about 
Ids  ]>ajK.')-s  ngarding  the  landing  of  ()Tleii13^ 

lion.  Charles  Gayan’e  Avas  elected  to  deliver  the 
annual  address,  Avhich  he  did,  upon  the  ^Mvomance  oi‘ 
the  llistoiT  of  Louisiana.” 
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Ujider  the  auspices  of  the  Society,  the  legislature, 
in  1847,  made  an  a|>])ropriation  of  two  thousand  dol- 
lars, to  })rocure  copios  of  original  documents  from 
Spain. 

The  agent  emplo3~cd  was  Sr.  .Pasciial  do  Gajangos,  and  he  seems 
to  have  entered  upon  his  duties  and  prosecuted  tljem  with  much  dis- 
interested zeal.  His  labors  were  mainly  directed  to  the  archives  in 
the  city  of  Seville,  wliitlier  they  had  been  transported  from  the  city 
of  INIadrid  in  1828.  Some  researches  were  made  in  Madrid.  The 
papers  ill  both  places  were  found  to  he  in  extreme  disorder,  tied  up 
in  huncllos,  not  cvcti  labelled,  and  withoiit^classification.  The  time 
allowed  for  examination  was  very  small,  the  archives  being  opened 
only  three  hours  in  tlic  day,  for  five  cla3’S  in  tlie  week,  It  is  not  per- 
mitted to  make  extracts,  except  by  the  officers  of  the  establishment, 
and  tills  increased  tlie  delay  and  the  expense,  as  the  rates  were  high. 
Besides,  the  offices  are  cbisecl  on  every  holiday — and  sometimes  for 
long  vacations.  There  appears  to' have  been  a further  cmbaiTassment 
in  tlie  refusal  of  the  .Duke  of  Sotomayor  to  jicrmit  the  examination  of 
the  papers  of  his  father,  '\vliile  ^Minister  to  tlie  United  States,  on  the 
ground  tliat  he  was  eoncciTiecl  in  secret  correspondence  for  the  sepa- 
ration of  a part  of  the  United  States.  i\Ir.  Saunders  made  a per- 
sonal represeniation,  v.'hioli  obiained  an  order  that  i>Ir.  Ga^^angos  might 
examine  all  tlie  papers  in  tlie  office  of  Grace  and  Justice,  where  all 
that  relates  to  Louisiana  is  said  to  be,  but  have  no  copies  without  the 
consent  of  tlie  Minister.  Mr.  Saunders,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Ga3’an- 
gos,  exprcs’sc.s  the  ojiiiiien  (hat  the  imporhint  secret  papers  had  been 
taken  awa.y.  In  a sub.'Crpicnt  letfer,  the  agent  states  that  he  has 
been  imnhilo  to  find  tlai  secret  papers  relating  to  the  correspondence  of 
Gen.  AYilkiuson  with  ihc  Consul  of  Sjiain. 

In  another  letter,  he  speeilcs  of  having  obtained  proof,  by  their  own 
correspondence,  of  the  imriguo  in  which  fVilkinson  and  others  were 
concermab  to  separate  Kculncky,  Ohio,  and  other  States  from  the 
Ibiion.  It  seems,  at  Ihi.s  dav,  that  men  must  liave  been  craz3'  to  en- 
tertain such,  a notion,  but  nevertheless,  the  cliarge  has  lieon  often 
made,  and  now  appears  to  he  susce|)tihlc  of  doeninentaiy  evidence. 

Sr.  tiayangus  has  sent  to  yiv.  Gayavrd  several  bundles  of  imjiortant 
doenments,  derived  Irom  those  sources.  He  has  not  3'et  had  access  to 
the  h'oieigu  (Hhce,  nor  (putc  completed  his  examinations  into  the 
office  ot  Grace  and  1) u.-tie-e— y t/asUVm. 
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The  papers  received  are  in  tlie  custody  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
and  have  not  yet  been  examined 

The  State  has  purchased  about  a thousand  pages 
of  manuscripts  (in  two  quarto  volumes,)  being  prin- 
cipally short  extracts  taken  from  memoirs,  letters,  re- 
ports, kc.,  by  Mr.  Magne,  one  of  the  editors  of  the 

L’Abeille,”  during  his  residence  in  Paris. 

Mr.  Forstall  has  also  given  a full  and  elaborate 
index  and  analysis  of  the  documents  relating  to  Louis- 
iana, in  Paris. 

In  the  summer  of  1848,  John  Perkins,  Esq.,  was 
delegated  by  the  Society  to  make  researches  in  Europe 
for  interesting  matter  relative  to  Louisiana.  Yfhat 
he  has  yet  achieved  will  appear  from  the  following 
most  interesting  letter. 

Paris,  March  24,  1849. 

Sir  : — I owe  you  an  apology  for  the  little  allusion  I have  hereto- 
fore made  to  the  historical  researches  in  which  you  feel  so  much  in- 
terest. I assure  you  they  have  not  been  out  of  my  mind ; but  my 
health  was  so  delicate  for  the  first  three  months  after  my  arrival  at 
Paris,  that  I seldom  left  my  room,  except  for  a ride,  and  was  never 
free  from  pain.  Of  course,  work  was  out  of  the  question.  I,  how- 
ever, through  the  kindness  of  our  Consul,  Mr.  Walsh,  made  the  ac- 
quaintance of  a gentleman  who,  writing  the  history  of  La  Salle,  had 
‘H'c;uiion  thoroughl}'-  to  examine  all  the  papers  relating  to  the  early 
j^'tilrinent  of  our  State,  and  I found  from  him  that  the  field  was  much 
wider  than  1 expected.  Not  onl}''  is  the  Marine  Department  rieli  in 
materials  ol  historical  interest  to  Louisiana,  but  there  are  also  in  tlie 
^\  ar  and  Fnr(dgn  Departments,  the  arcliives  and  different  qmblic 
libra?i*'s  of  ILris,  many  documents  of  a most  interesting  kind,  that 

m t<>  iiave  escaped  tlie  attention  of  Mr.  Forstall,  and  even  of  Mr. 
(Ia\arre. 

1 ha\e  now,  tlirough  tlie  as>istance  of  our  Minister,  IMr.  Ptush,  and 
the  courtesy  of  the  gentlemen  at  the  head  of  the  different  depart- 
ments, been  jiorinitted  unrestrieted  examination  of  these  papers,  and 
tlieir  value  cannot  be  exaggerated.  The  want  of  system,  and  the 
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loose  manner  in  which  they  were  thrown  together,  complained,  of  hy 
Mr.  Forstall,  and  that  rendered  Mr.  Broadhcad’s  researches  for  the 
State  of  New  York  so  laborious,  are  only  to  a certain  extent  remedied. 
There  are  still  mingled  in  large  volumes  papers  without  order  of  date, 
and  some  of  no  date,  whose  epoch  can  be  assigned  only  by  a know- 
ledge of  the  date  of  the  events  to  which  they  refer.  The  present 
Government  has,  however,  appointed  a commission  to  classify  and  ar- 
range, with  a view  to  future  publication,  the  most  important  papers 
touching  French  colonial  settlements  in  America,  and  it  is  expected 
that  by  the  end  of  another  year,  there  will  be  published  all  that  relates 
particularly  to  Louisiana,  up  to  the  period  of  the  discovery  by  sea  of 
the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  by  D’Iberville,  in  1697,  and  the  first 
establishment  of  Louisiana,  in  accordance  with  the  project  of  M.  l)e 
Eemonville.  M.  Margry  expects  to  publish  his  life  of  La  Salle 
about  the  same  time.  These  two  publications  will  cover  everything  of 
interest  up  to  that  date.  The  period  of  sixty-six  years,  that  extends 
from  that  time  to  the  termination  of  the  French  rule  in  1763,  the 
epoch  of  the  cession  of  Louisiana  to  Spain,  is  full  of  interest;  and  the 
documents  derive  more  tlian  merely  historical  interest  from  the  minute 
details  given  of  the  agriculture,  climate,  and  diseases  of  the  new  set- 
tlement. 

From  that  date  to  the  sale  of  Louisiana  to  Jefferson,  the  papers 
are  less  numerous,  and  treat  of  circumstances  more  generally  known. 
There  are  a few,  however,  even  of  this  epoch,  of  much  interest.  Un- 
der the  circumstances,  1 conclude  it  would  most  subserve  the  purposes 
of  our  Historical  Society  to  begin  with  a transcript  of  the  papers 
where  the  publication  on  tlie  part  of  the  Freneli  Government  ceases. 
Accordingly,  I hope  to  send  you  during  tlie  ensuing  season  a digest, 
chronologically  arranged,  of  all  the  papers  in  the  different  archives  of 
the  French  Government  referring  to  Louisiana,  from  the  date  of  Iber- 
ville’s landing  in  1607,  down  to  its  final  uctjulsition  in  1803  by  the 
United  States.  The  labor  of  this  composition  has  been  great — much 
more  than  I could  have  achieved  even  with  health  by  myself.  I have 
been  fortiniate  in  securing  the  services  of  iU]-.  IMargry,  to  whose  mi- 
nute familiarity  with  tlie  archives  of  the  Government  and  the  early 
history  of  our  State  must  bo  aseribod  any  merit  that  the  digest  may 
be  f,'und  to  possess. 

When  1 tf  ll  you  that  it  fills  a,  large  (piarto  of  600  closely  written 
page.^,  you  will  sec  how  impossible  the  idea  f first  conceived  of  send- 
ing home  eertified  copies  of  the  documents  tlicinselves.  Louisiana 
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ouirlit  to  have  them.  She  owes  it  to  herself  to  collect  this  proper 
])atriiiioiiy  of  her  sons,  in  the  record  of  an  early  history  abounding  in 
vivid  incident,  and  illustrated  with  a display  of  the  noblest  traits  of 
man’s  nature.  New  York  has  sot  a good  example  in  the  large  appro- 
jiriatiun  that  enabled  our  present  Secretary  of  Legation,  Mr.  Brod- 
hcad.  to  j.ursue  his  researches  for  four  years  in  France,  England,  and 
the  Hague.  lie  who  would  now  write  a history  of  that  State  must 
l/cgin  by  complimenting  the  enlightened  spirit  that  places  all  his 
materials  in  the  hall  of  her  Historical  Society.  Massachusetts  two 
yea  I S since  made  a similar  collection  at  the  instance  of  Messrs.  Sparks 
and  liverett,  whose  personal  examination  of  the  different  foreign  ar- 
chives taught  them  the  value  of  manuscripts,  now  fortunately  within 
tlie  reach  of  every  student  of  Harvard.  If  the  memoranda  I send  can 
assi.'t  in  any  way  the  Historical  Society  of  Louisiana,  in  accomplish- 
ing the  jmrpo.se  of  its  institution,  and  in  attracting  attention  to  the 
intcrot  of  our  early  history,  I shall  be  gratified,  and  shall  feel  that  I 
have  acknowledged  in  some  sort,  the  politeness  of  Gov.  JohnsoMsnote 
calling  my  attention  to  the  subject. 

\Yith  much  regard,  your  friend, 

JOHN  FEBKINS. 


J.  I).  B.  He  Bow,  Esep 


Tlie  Louisiana  Historical  Society  lias  yet  scarcely 
more  than  passed  its  infancy.  It  will  be  for  those 
\N'lio  come  after  us  to  adorn  and  complete  the  edifice 
w ho.se  Ibundatioii  we  have  but  barely  laid. 

1 tmnex  a list  of  regular  and  honorary  memliers, 
hut  low  of  whom  h<ave  taken  any  active  part  in  the 
of  the  Society. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  B.  1)E  BOW,  Scerctav//. 
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: A DISCOURSE 

ON 

THE  LIFE,  CHARACTER,  AND  WRITINGS 

OF  THE 

HON.  FRANCOIS  XAVIER  MARTIN,  LL.  D. 

LATE  SENIOR  JUDGE  OF  THE  SUPREME  COURT,  AND  FIRST  PRESIDENT 
OF  THE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  OF  LOUISIANA. 

BY 

HENRY  A.  BULLARD, 

ONE  OF  TEE  LATE  COLLEAGUES  OF  THE^BECEASEl). 


CKNTr.EMEN: — 

i 

It  has  been  the  usage  of  most  polished  nations,  on  the  demise  of  men 
' who  had  become  eminent  in  any  of  the  departments  of  public  affairs, 
to  set  apart  a short  time  to  be  devoted  to  the  consideration  of  their 
merits  and  their  services.  If  they  had  deserved  well  of  their  country 
— if  lliey  had  left  their  impress  on  the  generation  in  which  they 
flouri.'-hed,  it  is  proper  that  their  memory  should  go  down  to  posterity 
acemupanied  by  the  tc.stimonials  of  their  cotemporaries.  This  is  less 
impartant  in  relation  to  the  successful  soldier  who  has  fought  the 
hatth'S  of  his  country,  and  the  distinguished  statesman  wlio  has  skill- 
fully piloted  tlio  ves.sol  of  state,  because  history  is  almost  exclusively 
devoted  to  recount  their  exploits  and  blazon  their  triumphs;  but 
tliose  whose  fame  is  to  bo  measured  by  tlioir  usefulness,  during  a 
long  and  noiseless  eaiaan*,  in  the  more  tranquil  and  less  ambitious  pur- 
Miiis  of  life,  and  e.=:pecially  in  the  magistracy,  ought  not  to  be  per- 
mitted to  pass  off  tlu^  stage  without  dwelling  for  a few  moments  upon 
ilielr  merits,  and  holding  them  up  as  cxamjdes  worthy  of  being  fol- 
lowed by  the  generation  which  is  to  succeed  us. 
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It  was  in  compliance  with  this  usage  that  the  Bar  of  New  Orleans^ 
on  the  demise  of  hrancois  Xavier  Martin;  did  me  the  honor,  as  the 
oldest  of  the  late  collo-igues  of  the  deceased,  to  request  me  to  pro- 
nounce, on  this  occasion,  a discourse  u})on  his  life  and  character.  Of 
a man  ^Yhom  I Iiave  hnowa  for  more  than  tliirty  years,  nearly  twelve 
of  which  v/ere  passed  in  the  discharge  of  arduous  duties  by  his  side, 
it  is  impossible  for  me  to  speak  in  the  set  phrase  of  common-place  eulo- 
gium — such  language  W'Oiud  be  unsuited  to  the  occasion — unworthy 
of  him  and  of  myself.  I shall  endeavor  rather,  by  spreading  before 
you  what  he  has  accomplished,  and  wliat  he  has  written,  to  let  him 
portray  himself,  and  thereby  show  you  what  eminent  equalities  he 
possessed  as  a scholar,  a jurist,  and  a man. 

Judge  Martin  was  bora  at  Marseilles,  in  France,  on  tbe  ITth  of 
Marcli,  17G2,  and  descended  from  one  of  the  most  ancient  and  rc- 
spcctahlo  families  of  rrovenye.  His  father  was  a merchant  of  high 
standing,  a man  of  piety  and  e>itreme  exactness  in  the  management 
of  his  business.  Ho  vras  the  third  of  a large  number  of  children. 
His  early  educution  was  strictly  domestic,  and  Lis  studies  were  con- 
ducted by  a learned  eedesiastic,  who  acted  at  the  same  tijiie  as  chap- 
lain of  the  family.  Fndcr  his  tuition  he  acquired  a critical  knowledge 
' of  the  Ijatin  language,  and  the  elements  of  the  English  and  Italian. 
As  he  was  destined  fur  commercial  pursuits,  liis  cducatio]i,  up  to  the 
age  of  seventeen,  was  such  as  to  qualify  Inm  for  that  profession.  So 
exact  was  his  knowledge  of  Latin,  and  his  recollection  of  some  of  the 
classics,  that  he  ^Yas  fend  of  reciting,  at  a very  advanced  age,  long 
• passages  from  Horace,  who  was  his  favorite  author, 

lie  had  one  uncle,  w'lo  was  connected  with  the  French  army  in 
Canada,  in  the  cumuii.-.^aiy  department,  about  the  time  of  the  con- 
quest of  tliat  province  by  Great  Britain;  and  another  in  Martinique, 
W'ho  had  the  supqily  (-f  piuvisions  fi'om  the  hh-cuch  navy  in  those  seas, 
and  w1]Q  had  amassed  a considerable  fortune.  He  ivas  a bachelor, 
aud  somewhat  advance']  in  yeais.  Young  Martin,  at  the  age  of  about 
sevent(!on  or  eighteen  yeaiva  .sailed  for  iMe.rtiniquo,  with  a,  view  of 
joining  Ids  uncle,  and  going  into  husiiH"^s  under  Ids  auspices,  and  by 
his  assistaiice.  He  liad  not  been  long  ihere,  before  bis  uncle  con- 
cluded to  return  to  Fi  ance,  where  he  di»'d  soon  afterwards.  He  with- 
drew his  capital  from  Intsiucss,  but  h'ft  his  ncpliow  the  means  of 
coimnemdi'g  an  e.stal'li;  hment  mi  liis  own  accmint;  hut  through  youth 
and  j)U'.\pcrieiiee,  he  was  nn.-ueccssfnl.  How  long  he  remained  in  the 
island,  I )jave  not  ])Cun  ahh'  to  learn  witli  much  jireeibion — it  is  sup- 
posed about  three  or  Ibui  years.  Having  been  interested  in  comiucr- 
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cial  adventures  to  the  Carolinas,  where  the  person  concerned  with  him 
had  died,  he  embarked  on  board  a schooner  bound  for  North  Carolina, 
in  hopes  of  recovering  something  which  was  due  to  him.  In  tliis 
also  he  was  unsuccessful.  It  veas  under  such  circumstances  that  the 
subject  of  this  memoir  found  himself  in  Newborn,  North  Carolina, 
at  the  age  of  about  twenty,  destitute  of  resources,  among  strangers 
whose  language  he  understood  imperfectlj",  if  he  could  speak  it  at  all. 
Hut  he  did  not  suffer  himself  to  despair;  ashamed  to  return  to  his 
native  place,  he  determined  to  employ  to  the  best  account  the  means 
which  his  early  education  had  furnished  him.  He  engaged  in  various 
pursuits,  and  among  others  the  teaching  of  tlie  French  language.  It 
occurred  to  him  that  something  might  be  done  in  the  printing  busi- 
ness, of  wliich  he  was  at  that  time  entirely  ignorant.  lie  offered 
him.self  to  the  onl)’-  master  printer  then  in  Newbern,  by  the  name  of 
James  Clark,  a kind-hearted  man,  who  gave  him  employment  in  his 
office.  Hut  finding  that  young  Martin  knew  nothing  of  the  practical 
bu.siness  of  a compositor,  he  made  the  remark  to  him.  The  excuse 
given  by  Martin  was  that  tlic  types  are  distributed  in  the  boxes  dif-' 
ffrontly  in  France,  and  that  it  would  take  some  time  to  get  the  run 
of  them.  The  good  easy  man  was  patient  with  him,  until  he  became 
a very  expert  compositor,  and  continued  for  some  time  in  his  employ- 
ment. In  the  mean  time,  he  became  more  generally  known,  acquired 
a better  knowledge  of  English,  and  wherever  he  wus  known  was  re- 
spected for  his  industry  and  diligence.  lie  finally  either  bought  out 
Lis  first  employer,  or  witli  tlie  assistance  of  friends  purchased  au  old 
font  of  typos  and  a press,  and  set  up  for  himself  as  a printer.  He 
publi.slicd  a newspaper,  school  books,  almanacs,  tlie  journals  and  acts 
of  tho  general  assembly,  and  did  other  jobs  of  that  kind,  until  his 
» stahli^hulent  became  somewhat  lucrative. 

Hi.'  coanc'ction  with  the  press  inspired  him  with  the  idea  of  de- 
\oting  Itimstilf  to  the  study  of  tho  law.  In  this  he  was  encouraged 
by  .v\cral  frieials,  l)ut  especially  one  wdio  w'as  at  the  same  lime, 
eminent  in  ihe  profession,  and  possessed  a liberal  mind.  That  man 
w:».s  Ai'i'-  r Nash,  who  liad  become  acquainted  with  him,  discovi'rcd 
liis  c.»ptcifv,  liis  fla.'^sicul  attainments,  and  liis  constancy  in  adverse 
butune.  It  ^v:ls  under  the  au'^plccs,  and  with  tlie  assistance  of  Mr. 
N.«s!g  ih;iL  he  pro.''ceuti“d  liis  legal  studies,  fludgo  iMartin  always 
^j)okc  »>t  that  genth'iiian  as  his  early  benefactor  and  friend. 

Ho  Was  ot  course  liiast  t ducal ed  in  the  common  lawq  and  at  that 
lime  acijuircd  the  accurate  and  extensive  knowdedge  of  its  julnciples 
vluch  maiked  his  whole  tuturc  career  in  liis  profession.  Ho  was  a 
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great  admirer  of  those  strong  barriers  wliich  that  system  of  laws 
throws  around  the  personal  rights  of  the  citizen,  against  the  invasions 
of  arbitrary  power — of  its  broad  distinctions,  the  flexi})ilify  with  which 
it  adapts  itself  to  the  progressive  changes  of  society,  and  the  complex 
transactions  of  man.  Hence  he  sometimes  felt  himself  cramped  by 
the  restraints  of  a written  code— and  I remember  that  perhaps'  on 
more  than  one  occasion,  when  reminded  by  counsel  of  that  injunc- 
tion of  the  Louisiana  code  which  forbids  the  judge  disregard  the 
icords  of  a lavj  under  the  pretext  of  pursuing  its  spirit,  he  replied. 
Certainly  never  under  the  pretext  of  pursuing  its  spirit;  but  if,  in  the 
sincere  desire  to  ascertain  the  will  of  the  lawgiver,  you  discover  that 
it  'would  be  violated  by  giving  a literal  interpretation  to  the  words  he 
has  employed  to  express  it,  you  arc  bound  to  give  those  words  a 
reasonable  interpretation,  rather  than  that  which  corrodes  the  text 
and  frustrates  in  truth  the  will  of  tlie  legislator.’^ 

I have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  precisely  at  what  period  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar.  Lut  it  is  certain  that  he  engaged  in  practice  to 
a considerable  extent,  became  extensively  known  as  a sound  and  able 
lawyer,  and  one  of  the  most  distinguished  sons  of  North  Carolina. 
William  Gatson,  Avho  at  different  periods  of  his  life  was  remarkable 
for  his  eloquence  as  a member  of  Congress,  and  his  ability  and  learn- 
ing as  a judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  that  State,  was  a student  in 
his  office. 

During  the  earlier  part  of  his  career  as  a lawyer,  he  prepared  and 
publislied  a small  treatise  on  the  duties  of  sheriffs,  and  another  relat- 
ing to  the  duties  of  justices  of  the  peace,  and  a third  upon  executors 
and  administrators.  These  works  w'crc  useful  compilations  to  that 
class  of  public  oflieers.  They  w'erc  prepared  by  him  partly  to  profit 
by  the  printing  of  them  himself,  but  principally  with  a view  of  im- 
pressing more  deeply  on  his  own  mind  flic  principles  and  rules  of 
those  branches  of  the  law.  Tt  was  indeed  his  favorite  mode  of  study, 
and  one  which  he  frequently  recommended  to  young  men  to  pursue. 

At  a later  period,  lie  was  encouraged  by  (he  legislature  of  North 
Carolina  to  prepare  a eomj)ilation  of  the  llrilish  statutes  which  were 
j!i  force  in  that  State  at  llie  j^criod  of  the  revolution.  It  was  a work 
of  immense  labor  to  e.xamine  eritic  ally  the  'whole  liody  of  Driti.sli 
statutory  law,  will)  a \ ie,w  of  ascertaining  which  of  them  were  appli- 
cilde  to  that  colony.  1 have  often  heard  him  express  his  surprise  at 
finding  how  very  finv  acts  of  Ibu  liainent  existed  which  had  any  relation 
to  the  general  princijdes  of  the  Jhiglish  huv,  which  a]']>ear  to  liave 
been  left  almost  exclusive]}^  to  tlie  courts  of  justice.  M(.>st  of  them 
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rcliited  to  iiiero  fiscal  regulations^  and  tliere  was  not  to  be  found 
a single  cniictinent  wliicli  related  to  the  order  of  descent  and  tlie 
distribution  of  estates.  The  whole  rested  upon  immemorial  usage. 
AVe  certainly  did  not  inherit  from  our  English  ancestors  our  rage  for 
e xccssi  ve  leg  i si  a t ion . 

]t  was  wliile  preparing  tliis  work  that  the  idea  occurred  to  him  of 
collecting  materials  for  the  history  of  North  Carolina,  which  was  not, 
however,  published  until  1827,  but  may  as  well  be  mentioned  in  this 
connection.  As  early  as  1791  his  attention  was  turned  to  that  suh- 
jeet ; but  having  been  employed  in  1803,  by  the  legislature  of  North 
Carolina,  to  publish  a revisal  of  tlie  acts  of  the  General  Assembly, 
})asscd  during  the  proprietary,  royal,  and  state  governments,  he  ac- 
quired in  carrying  out  the  views  of  the  legislature  such  information 
as  suggested  to  him  the  idea  of  collecting  more  ample  material  for 
such  a history.  Having  been  afterwards  elected  a member  of  the 
Hou.'^e  of  Commons,  as  the  representative  of  the  town,  of  Newbern, 
he  had  access  to  the  records  of  the  State.  These  materials,  so  far  as 
they  related  to  transactions  before  the  revolution,  he  had  already  ar- 
r.-iiigcd  before  he  caine  to  Louisiana.  The  history  was  published  in 
Nt3\v  Orleans,  in  two  volumes,  octavo.  It  relates  to  the  history  of  the 
Carol iuas  before  the  revolution,  preceded  by  a sketch  of  the  discovery 
and  tirst  settlement  of  the  other  British  colonies  in  North  America. 
Tliis  work  evinces  great  labor  and  research.  It  appears  from  the  pre- 
face that  the  author  had  prepared  ample  notes  and  materials  for  a con- 
tinuation of  his  history  through  tlie  war  of  the  revolution,  and  bring- 
ing it  down  to  the  year  1810,  wJien  he  left  North  Carolina.  But  the 
eoiitinuation  of  the  work  never  was  written  out. 

In  the  year  1802,  Judge  Martin  gave  to  the  profession  the  first 
tr;in  slat  ion  into  English  of  the  treatise  of  Pothier  on  Obligations. 
In  publication  ])rcceded  by  about  four  years  the  appearance  of  that 
l.vaii';,  in  Ihigland,  with  ample  and  useful  notes — and  its  circiila- 
ti*'!i,  (Imugh  t'xfenslvc  in  the  Hnited  States,  was  probably  curtailed 
by  lliat  circuii);- t:iiicc.  AVhile  the  publication  of  this  work  in  English 
wa,-;  a valualdi*  addition  to  the  libraiy  of  the  American  bar,  as  it  cm- 
)^'d^,‘-  tijo  (jiiinlcs.^^nicc  of  the  law  of  contracts  and  obligations  in 
equally  authoritative  wherever  the  written  reason  of  the 
ib'inan  law  is  iv.-p.'ctrd,  the  jireparation  of  it  for  the  jiress  tended  to 
imjaiiit  more  deej'ly  <»n  the  mind  of  tlie  translator  the  jninciples  of 
(bat  branch  of  the  civil  law,  and  to  direct  his  attention  to  the  ori- 
gdna]  S(tun-('s  Irom  which  they  tlowcd.  He  thus  became  thoroughly 
aeapiainted  with  that  gi'cat  work,  the  mnstcrpiecc  of  its  author — and 
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SO  completely  master  of  the  subject,  that  it  appeared  to  have  become 
a part  of  tbe  texture  of  his  owu  mind — and  to  the  last  he  exhibited 
a surprising  familiarity  with  the  principles  which  it  unfolds  with 
equal  simplicity  and  precision. 

It  w'as  thus  that  Fran^'ois  Xavior  Martin,  thrown  in  his  youth 
among  strangers,  with  whose  language  he  was  imperfectly  acquainted, 
by  unwearied  diligence  and  rigid  economy,  uniting  the  study  and 
practice  of  the  law,  with  the  superintendence  of  a printing  press,  not 
only  emerged  from  poverty  to  an  easy  competency,  but  became  the 
associate  of  the  ablest  men  of  his  day  in  Xorth  Carolina,  and  ac- 
quired those  stores  of  knowledge,  both  of  the  civil  and  the  common 
law,  which  prepared  him  for  eminence  and  usefulness  in  the  new  and 
more  extended  theatre  to  which  he  was  soon  afterwards  called. 

Those  who  have  experienced  in  themselves  that  sinking  of  the  heart, 
that  litter  solitude  of  soul,  which  is  produced  by  being  cast  in  youth, 
destitute  and  among  strangers,  without  a profession — far  from  the  en- 
dearments of  home — without  experience — without  a guide — without 
a patron — chilled  by  the  cold  indifference  of  tbe  surrounding  crowd 
---even  altlioiigb  those  among  whom  he  is  thrown  ma}'  be  connected 
with  Iiim  by  tbe  sympathies  of  a common  language  and  a kindred 
origin,  may  form  some  conception  of  that  firmness  of  purpose,  that 
energy  of  character,  which  enabled  tbe  subject  of  this  notice,  under 
circumstances  still  more  discouraging,  to  triumph  over  ‘‘  the  slings 
and  arrows  of  outrageous  fortune. 

So  favorably  was  iMr.  Martin  known  at  that  time  to  tbe  public, 
that  as  early  as  tlie  winter  of  1809,  towards  the  close  of  iMr.  Jeffer- 
son’s administration,  lie  ivas  designated  as  a proper  person  to  be  ap- 
pointed one  of  the  dudges  of  tbe  Superior  Court  of  the  Territory  of 
^Mississippi.  His  commi'^sion  was  issued  under  the  signature  of  Mr. 
Madison,  on  the  7th  of  March,  1809,  three  days  after  his  inaugura- 
tion as  Pre.sident.  of  the  Cnited  States,  He  continued  hut  a short 
time  in.  that  Territory,  and  on  the  death  of  Judge  Thompson  lie  was 
commissioned  on  the  21st  of  March,  Ib  Uf,  a Judge  of  the  Superior 
C«vart  of  the  Territoiy  of  Orleans,  and  shortly  afterwards  entered 
upon  tlic  duties  of  that,  office  in  this  city. 

Indore  I proceed  to  detail  the  lal.Mirs  (.f  the  deceased  in  Louisiana,  let 
us  jaiise  for  a few  monicnts  and  consider  the  enndition  of  tilings  here 
at  that  time,  and  especially  the  .state  of  our  J uris})nKleiiee. 

Sewn  years  Iteforc  the  pi-riod  of  whieli  1 am  speaking,  Louisiana 
Avas  a S}»ani.sh  rr<.t\inee;  governed  by  a .system  of  laws  written  in  a 
language  iinder&tood  by  only  a small  part  of  the  ]iopulalion,  and  which 


noN.  ni  A N ecus  xavier  martin. 


h:i(l  l)CTn  forced  upon  tloi  people  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  by 
O'lb'illv,  !t!cl  wliich  ^;upcr^o<^'d  the  ancient  French  laws  byAvhich  ilie 
Frovitice  be«-]i  [noviceisiy  governed.  Upon  the  change  of  Govern- 
ment, the  writ  of  li:ihe;'.s  corpus,  that  great  bulwark  of  personal 
lilx'rtv,  Imd  hecn  inlrocluecd,  together  with  the  system  of  proceedinfrs 
in  criminal  cases,  and  the  (rial  by  dury,  according  to  the  principles  of 
(1k‘  (’nniirion  f.aw.  fn  1808  was  promulgated  the  Digest  of  the  Civil 
1.1WS,  ih-'U  in  force  in  Louisiana,  commonly  called  the  Old  C<xie. 
That  comihlation  was  little  more  than  a mutilated  copy  of  the  Code 
XupolvSiii.  j>ut  instead  of  abrogating  all  previous  laws,  and  creating 
an,  entire  .system,  as  had  been  done  in  France  by  the  Code  Napoleon, 
superseding  the  discordant  customs,  ordinances  and  laws  in  the  diiier- 
ent  departments,  our  code  was  considered  as  a declaratory  law,  repeal- 
ing such  only  as  were  repugnant  to  it,  and  leaving  ])artially  in  force 
the  voluminous  codes  of  Spain.  The  Superior  Court  bad  already 
U.-*eu  orga.nizud  for  some  years,  and  was  com])Osed  of  three  Judges, 
any  oijf  of  whom  formed  a (quorum:  and  as  the  several  Judges  then 
sat  .‘^fj):tralely  iii  the  dilferent  Districts,  each  could  pronounce  a judg- 
rmuit  i)i  the  last  resort.  There  was  no  means  of  establishing  uni- 
fonriity  of  decision:  no  publicity  had  been  given  to  the  decisions, 
and  the  ])ulilic  was  'without  any  guarantee  for  their  uniformity.  The 
law  was  \vlsoll3"  unsettled,  and  in  a state  of  chaos.  The  Court  of  Ca«- 
satum  in  1 'ranee  had  begun,  it  is  true,  to  fix  the  interpretation  of  their 
('‘Hie,  but  the  rules  applicable  to  ours  were  ohviou.sly  different  in 
many  respects,  in  consequence  of  tlie  manifest  difference  in  their 
cr<’aliug  and  repealing  clauses.  It  became  necessary  to  stud}'  and 
compare  trm  I'reneh  and  tlie  Spanish  Codes,  and  although  the  Doinan 
Lav/  tmver  propria  viijorc^  any  binding  force  here,  yet  in  doubtful 
s or  in  eases  in  which  the  positive  law  was  silent,  it  might  well 
D.  ns  the  best  revelation  of  the  principles  of  eternal  justice, 

a*,  i:  v.'iTC,  an  antieipated  commentary  upon  the  Code. 

O triin  felt  at  once  the  diffculty  of  the  task  before  liim,  and 
lo'  ^8  a iMimoJ  t'l  cemim.-Hce  >>’ilhout  dolav  the  publieatioii  (>f  Kep<<rt< 

< f < --V  -•  d .'i-led  l»y  tlio  Superior  Cotirt.  lie  was  induced  to  iinder- 
tu  t l.dw.r  f.ir  tlu‘  ilnuMe  ]mrposo  of  giving  publicity  to  the  (Kvi- 
' ' ■ ' '■'>  t’our?,  in  tlie  nature  of  a >'0)iipte  renda  to  the  ]iooj»lc, 
■m  d *:m-:  puardmir  a/aiu-;t  mi.srejwescntatiuns  or  mi.sappre]umsi'»tm, 
an  I te  iL-ur"  to  a oi-riaiu  extent  uniforuiity  of  decision.  The  first 
V'dinm'  a)  peaff  .i  in  the  s)>ring  of  1811,  and  a second  in  ISlo,  bring- 
ifig  (I'.vvn  (h-,‘  deoisiotis  r-f  the  Court  from  J 8{J9  to  the  e.stablisliment 
of  liic  Slate  (lovenunmit. 


24 


HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS  OF  LOUISIANA. 


At  that  period,  a Supreme  Court  was  created,  having  appellate 
jurisdiction  only.  That  Court  w^as  at  first  composed  of  J iidges  Hall, 
Matthews  and  Derbigny,  and  Judge  Martin  was  appointed  the  first 
Attorney-General  of  the  State,  on  the  19tli  of  February,  1813.  He 
was  an  able  criminal  lawyer;  and  although  it  has  been  said  he  was 
not  eloquent,  yet  he  is  admitted  to  have  discharged  the  duties  of  that 
office  with  zeal  and  abilitj^  After  the  resignation  of  Hall,  he  was 
appointed  a Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  on  the  first  of  February, 
1815.  From  that  period  he  continued  in  office  until  the  18th  of 
March,  1846 — a period  of  more  than  thirty-one  years.  lie  entered 
on  his  eighty-fifth  year  on  the  very  day  he  was  superseded  by  the 
appointments  under  the  new  constitution. 

The  time  at  which  Judge  Martin  wvas  appointed  to  the  Supreme 
Court,  will  ever  form  a memorable  epoch  in  the  history  of  Louisiana. 
A powerful  invading  army  menaced  the  Capital : the  citizens  were  in 
arms:  Martial  law  had  been  proclaimed  by  the  General  in  command, 
and  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  passed  on  the  18th  of  Fccember 
previous,  all  judicial  proceedings  in  civil  cases  W'ere  suspended  until 
the  first  of  May  : no  business  w^as  transacted  at  the  January  and  Feb- 
ruary terms  of  the  Court.  In  the  mean  time,  the  enemy  had  been 
repulsed  and  peace  restored.  Official  information,  how'ever,  had  not 
yet  reached  here  of  the-  treaty  of  Ghent,  and  when  the  Court  met 
early  in  March,  martial  law  ivas  still  in  force.  A motion  was  then 
made  that  the  Court  should  proceed  to  the  trial  of  a particular  case 
then  pending.  This  motion  was  resisted  on  two  grounds  : first,  that 
the  city  and  its  environs  were,  by  general  orders  of  the  officer  com- 
manding the  Military  District,  put,  on  the  15th  of  December  previous, 
under  strict  Martial  Laiv  ; and  secondly,  that  by  the  third  section  of 
an  act  of  Assembly,  approved  on  the  ISih  of  December,  all  proceed- 
ings in  any  civil  case  w'ere  susiiended. 

It  was  upon  this  occasion  that  Judgti  Martin  pronounced  his  first 
opinion  as  a Judge  of  tlic  Supreme  ('ourt,  and  the  judgment  of  that 
Court  upon  these  two  impoi  taut  questions  of  Constitutional  Law*.  In 
answer  to  the  bold  and  novel  assertion  tlnit  by  the  proclamation  of 
martial  law  the  officer  who  issued  it  had  conferred  upon  himself, 
over  all  his  fellow-citizens  within  the  sjrice  he  had  described,  a su- 
premo and  unlimited  authority,  which  bci)jg  incompatible  with  the 
exercise  of  the  functions  of  Civil  Magi.-i rates,  necessarily  suspends 
them,  he  declared  that  tl)c  ('xercise  of  an  Jiuthority  vested  l)y  law  in 
tl)at  Court  could  not  he  suspended  h//  (nii/  man.  He  then  went  into 
the  question  a.s  to  tlie  power  of  the  Fxccutive,  or  any  subordinate 
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acting  umlcr  liis  authority,  to  suspend  the  regular  operation  of  the 
laws,  and  tlie  writ  of  hal^eas  corpus ; and  he  demonstrated  by  unan- 
swerable argTiincnts,  and  l)y  tlie  highest  authority  both  in  the  United 
States  and  in  England,  that  it  can  only  be  done  by  Legislative  autho- 
rity. lie  showed  that  in  England,  martial  law"  could  not  be  declared 
to  the  extent  contended  for  but  by  the  authority  of  Parliament,  and 
that  even  during  the  invasion  of  the  Pretender,  the  Crown  did  not 
assume  tliat  power,  but  referred  it  to  the  decision  of  Parliament. 
The  Second  point  involved  also  an  important  question  of  constitutional 
law,  and  the  application  of  that  clause  in  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  which  prohibits  the  State  Legislatures  from  passing 
any  law"  impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts.  Upon  this  part  of 
the  case,  be  argued  that  the  obligation  of  the  contract  referred  to  in 
the  Constitution  consisted  in  the  necessity  every  man  is  under,  in  foro 
lojisf  to  do  or  not  to  do  a particular  thing  : that  the  Constitution  spoke 
of  the  hyal  obligation  rather  than  the  moral y and  that  any  law  as- 
suming to  interfere  between  the  debtor  and  the  creditor,  and  abso- 
lutely recalling  the  power  which  the  creditor  enjoys  of  compelling  bis 
debtor,  in  foro  Jegis,  io  perform  bis  contract,  would  be  a law  impairing 
its  obligation  : and  that  a law  destroying  or  impairing  the  remech/ 
is  as  unconstitutional  as  one  affecting  the  right  in  the  same  manner. 
He  goes  on  to  show  that  a law  procrastinating  the  creditor  in  bis 
remedy,  generally  speaking,  destroys  a part  of  the  right,  on  the  prin- 
j)le  that  be  wlio  pays  later  pays  less — mimus  solvit  quo  serins  solvit. 
Put  lie  continues:  ^^It  docs  not  necessarily  follow"  that  an  act  called 
for  by  other  circumstances  than  the  apparent  necessity  of  relieving 
debtor.s,  one  of  the  consequences  of  w"bich  is  nevertheless  to  work 
some  delay  in  the  prosecution  of  suits,  and  consequently. to  retard 
thi'  recovery  and  payment  of  debts,  must  ahvays  be  declared  nneon- 
stitutional.  In  making  a contract,  each  party  must  know  that  bis 
legal  remedy  must  depend  on  the  law"S  of  the  country  in  which  he 
inriy  institute  his  suit.  That  the  h‘X  loci  as  to  bis  remedy,  even  in 
the  States  that  compose  the  Federal  Union,  is  susceptible  of  Juridical 
nnjtrort  menf.  ddiat  the  iiumbi'r  of  Courts  of  original  and  appellate 
jurisdieti(m,  (be  nature  and  extent  of  the  respective  jurisdiction  of 
tlmsc,  the  number,  time  and  duration  of  their  sessions,  must  from  time 
10  time,  esj/ccially  in  new'  and  growing  settlements,  be  regulated  by 
the  Legislature,  aei-ording  to  the  wants  and  exigeneies  of  th.e  coun- 
try,’' lie  adds  that  in  tlmr-s  (,f  war,  domestic  commotion  or  opidemy, 
eirciunsfanees  may  imperiously  demand  for  a while  even  a total  sus- 
l>ensiou  of  judicial  proccetliiigs  : that  under  such  circumstauccS;,  tho 
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Courts  might  of  their  own  authority  he  justified  in  adjourning,  and 
that  the  Legislature  miglit  well  declare  the  necessity  of  such  an  ad- 
journment, and,  with  a view  to  that  order  and  regularity  which  uni- 
formity produces,  fix  a day  on  which  judicial  business  might  be 
resumed,  witlioiit  impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts.'  The  act  of 
the  Legislature  was  tlierefore  declared  to  be  of  binding  force. 

These  two  great. principles,  that  the  habeas  corpus  cannot  be  con- 
stitutionally suspended  by  any  Executive  or  jMilitary  authority,  and 
that  the  Legislative  power  is  itself  incapable  of  impairing  the  obliga- 
tion of  private  contract.s,  form  the  very  basis  of  constitutional  free- 
dom in  .a  government  of  laws.  \Vithout  the  first  there  would  he  no 
guard  against  arhitrarj"  iinjuisonmcnt — no  safety  for  personal  liberty; 
and  witliout  the  second,  private  rights  would  be  at  the  mercy  of  arbi- 
trary legislation.  Tlie  Courts,  governed  by  the  Constitution  as  the 
supreme  and  paramount  law,  are  guardians  of  both. 

The  elaborate  treati.scs  and  numerous  adjudged  cases  puhli.shed 
since  that  day  have  thrown  but  little  additional  light  upon  that  part 
of  Constitutional  Law.  These  principles  have  been,  it  is  hellcved, 
uniformly  recognized  as  sound,  and  especially  by  very  recent  decisions 
of  the  iSupreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  Indeed,  it  may  be  as- 
serted v.dthout  liesitation  that  Judge  Martin  was  an  able  constitutional 
law^yer,  well  acquainted  w'ith  the  complex  maeliinery  of  oiir  American 
Governments.  It  is  a branch  of  public  law,  with  which  the  Jurists 
of  England  and  of  the  Continent  are  very  imperfectly  acquainted, 
because  it  is  i.ere  alone  that  a great  central  power  exists,  round  which 
numerous  co-ordinate,  thonghdimited  sovereignties,  revolve,  in  well  de- 
fined orbits,  and  their  ooutrifugal  tendencies  are  controlled  and  coun- 
teracted by  the  insensible  attraction  of  tlic  great  centre ; and  where 
the  Judicial  tribunals  are  invested  with  the  power  of  pronouncing,  in 
all  case.s  assuming  a Judicial  form,  upon  the  validiiy  of  acts  of  ordi- 
nary legislation  emanating  from  cither,  and  llms  maintaining  the  har- 
mony and  regularity  of  the  whole  system. 

And  here  let  me  remark,  once,  for  all,  that  dudge  Martin  exliibitcd 
on  that  occasion,  as  V'cll  as  every  other,  during  hi.s  long  Judicial 
career,  the  Jiighest  degree  of  moral  courage  and  firmness  of  pnrpo.se. 
Xothing  could  Jeter  him  from  the  fearle.'^s  expre.^.^ion  of  his  opinion, 
witliout  tlie  sliglitost  regard  to  jicrsons.  'J’u  him,  it  was  quite  imma- 
terial who  the  }.'arties  were;  as  much  so  as  it  Is  to  the  (hamietrieian 
by  what  letters  may  ]iap])en  to  he  dcsignalcd  tlic  angle  ho  i.s  about  to 
Lucasurc. 

Tim  Imit  0))iniun  j)ronounced  by  biin  affords  also  a fair  sample  of 
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his  style  as  a writer.  It  is  true  his  style  underwent  a great  change 
at  f4  more  advanced  period  of  life— but  at  the  time  I am  speaking  of, 
it  was  plain  and  strong,  and  free  from  ambiguity,  and  much  more 
copious  than  in  after  life.  He  came  at  last  to  pride  himself  upon  the 
tcrsene.ss  of  his  style  and  his  great  brevity,  and  often  repeated  the 
injunction  of  the  poet: 

“ Sa-pe  stylum  vertas,  iterum  qua;  digna  legi  sint 
Scrip  turus  

though  he  sometimes  appears  to  have  forgotten  another  caution  of 
the  same  author ; 

“ Brevis  esse  laboro,  obscurus  fio.” 

J iidgc  Martin  did  not  lose  by  removing  to  Louisiana  his  fondness 
for  book-making.  Lesides  other  publications  which  I shall  have  oc- 
casion to  mention,  he  published  in  1816  his  Digest  of  the  Territorial 
and  State  Statutes  up  to  that  time,  called  “ Martin’s  Digest,”  in  two 
volume.s,  in  French  and  English.  This  work  was  undertaken  under 
Ji  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly.  It  is  mentioned  mainly  to 
i-how  with  what  indefatigable  industry  he  pursued  bis  labors,  besides 
those  of  the  Bench,  and  his  constant  devotion  to  studies  connected 
with  his  profession.  His  Digest  was  in  constant  use  by  the  profes- 
sion for  many  years. 

He  continued  to  publish  his  Keports  of  the  Decisions  of  the  Su- 
j-remc  Court  until  1830,  and,  including  the  two  small  volumes  con- 
taining the  Decisions  of  the  Superior  Court,  already  mentioned,  be 
}<roducod  twenty  volumes,  embracmg  the  entire  period  from  1809  to 
l^'oO.  During  nearly  all  that  time  from  1810  he  was  one  of  the 
duilgcs,  and  performed  his  full  share  of  the  labor  of  the  Court.  The 
Opinions  prepared  by  him  exhibit  evidences  of  deep  learning  and  ex- 
IciiSiVe  roseareh,  while  at  the  same  time  be  superintended  himself 
tin*  priijting  and  publication  of  his  Reports. 

But  what  is  nn^st  surprising  is  that,  while  thus  engaged  iu  groping 
bis  way  with  his  colleagues  through  the  labvrintli  of  our  earlier  law, 
often  b(  wildorcd  hy  tlio  cross-lights  of  conflicting  codes  :md  discordant 
conmu-ntator.': — while  thus  assiduously  ein})lo3'cd,  and  doing  his  full 
t hnrc  in  icdiu-ing  it  to  something  like  a regular  system---he  should 
have  found  tiim;  to  collect,  from  various  sources,  botli  ])ublic  and  pri- 
vate, vrry  ample  materials  for  a History  of  Jjouisiatui.  }Iis  Histoiy’ 
>’'as  put  to  pro.'S  in  ISllT,  and  narrates  tlic  principal  events  in  the 
1 io\ii»ce,  Territory  and  Stale,  from  its  first  scttkujicnt  down  to  the 
1 reaty  of  Ghent.  Jt  contains  many  curious  and  interesting  stali'^ticul 
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tables,  showing  the  comparative  state  of  commerce,  agriculture,  and 
population,  at  different  periods.  Its  pages  exhibit  to  the  young 
Louisianian,  to  use  the  language  of  the  author  in  his  preface,  his  re- 
mote progenitors — a handful  of  men,  left  on  the  sandy  shore  of  Biloxi, 
harassed  during  the  day  by  the  inroads,  disturbed  at  night  by  the 
yells,  of  hostile  Indians — the  incipient  state  of  civil  government  un- 
der the  authority  of  the  Crown — the  tard>'  progress  of  agriculture 
and  trade  under  the  monopolies  of  Crozat  and  the  lYestern  Company 
— the  massacre  of  the  French  among  the  Natchez — the  destruction 
of  that  nation  and  the  subsequent  war  with  the  Chickasaws — the 
slow  advances  of  the  Colony  after  the  Crown  resumed  its  government 
— the  cession  to  Spain,  and  the  languishing  state  of  his  country  while 
a Colony  of  that  Kingdom — and  may  afterwards  behold  the  dawn  of 
libcrt3^  on  his  natal  soil  under  the  Territorial  Government  of  the 
United  States,  and  finally  the  rise  of  Louisiana  to  the  rank  of  a sove- 
reign State.  The  subject  is  one  full  of  romantic  interest,  and  though 
not  treated  by  our  author  in  the  most  attractive  form,  yet  the  work  is 
always  referred  to  with  entire  confidence  in  the  historical  accuracy  of 
its  statements,  and  of  the  events  which  it  records.  It  is  a faithful 
repositoiy  of  materials  for  a more  extended  and  elaborate  history. 
It  is,  however,  upon  the  juridical  labors  of  Judge  Martin  that  his 
fame  must  hereafter  rest.  lie  became,  at  the  same  time,  so  exten- 
sively and  favorably  known  as  a jurist  and  a scholar,  that  he  was 
elected  in  1817,  a member  of  the  Academy  of  Marseilles,  his  native 
place.  Some  j^ears  afterwards  the  University  of  Nashville,  in  Ten- 
nessee, conferred  on  him  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws ; and  in  1841, 
the  University  of  Cambridge,  the  oldest  College  in  North  America, 
honored  him  with  the  same  degree. 

It  is  mauifestl}'  impossible  to  speak  of  the  judicial  labors  of  Judge 
Martin,  without  embracing  a view  of  those  of  his  colleagues,  at  least 
as  low  down  as  18d4,  when  Judge  Dorter  retired.  It  was  during 
that  period  the  greatest  changes  took  place  in  our  positive  Legislation, 
and  in  the  development  of  our  Jurisprudence.  In  1825  the.  Code 
was  amended,  and  among  the  amendinents  were  embraced  many  of 
the  principles  already  settled  by  the  Su}u’eme  Court.  About  the  same 
period,  t\ui  Code  of  ITactice  wa.'i  promulgated;  and  its  first  eflect  was 
to  un.'^ettle  the  practice,  ami  to  give  rise  to  an  inlinite  number  of  in- 
tricate and  dillieult  (jiu'slions  ; and  linally,  in  U28,  all  tlie  old  Civil 
Laws  (.4  the  country  were  abrogated,  l^'rom  that  period  the  Spanish 
Law  ceased  to  have  au}’  force  here,  and  it  was  no  longer  necessary 
(o  recur  to  it  as  tljc  guide  of  decision,  except  in  the  few  oases  which 
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arose  before  that  period.  The  study  of  the  Spanish  law  was  no  longer 
prosecuted,  except  a matter  of  curiosity,  and  the  adjudged  cases, 
which  turned  upon  some  principle  or  exception  of  the  Spanish  law, 
could  not  always  be  safely  followed  under  the  new  legislation  of  the 
State.  The  new  Code  introduced  many  important  modifications,  par- 
ticularly relating  to  restrictions  upon  testamentary  dispositions — ' 
changing  the  rules  of  inheritance — providing  something  like  a regular 
administration  of  estates,  and  in  other  respects  profiting  by  the  able 
commentaries  which  had  already  appeared  in  France  upon  the  Napo- 
leon Code.  The  system  was  much  more  complete,  though  not  en- 
tirely free  from  provisions — apparently  contradictory — but  it  w^as 
certainly  a great  approximation  to  what  Lord  Bacon  in  one  of  his 
aphorisms  regards  as  the  best  law — that  which  leaves  the  least  room 
for  the  discretion  to  the  Judge. 

It  cannot  be  expected  that  I should  enter  on  this  occasion  much  at 
large  on  the  labors  of  the  Court  during  the  period  I have  mentioned. 
'Hicre  is,  however,  one  class  of  cases  depending  upon  that  branch  of 
international  Jurisprudence,  called  the  conflict  of  laws,  which  engaged 
its  attention  more  frequently  than  perhaps  any  other  Court  in  the 
United  States.  This  arose  from  our  peculiar  position.  This  great 
commercial  emporium,  having  relations  with  most  of  the  States  of 
the  Union,  and  most  of  the  nations  of  Europe,  which  are  governed 
by  ditferent  laws,  and  many  emigrants  being  married  abroad  and 
under  other  Reejirnes,  and  acquiring  property  here,  innumerable  ques- 
tions arose  touching  the  rights  of  the  parties,  and  the  construction  of 
contracts  executed  abroad,  or  entered  into  here,  to  have  their  eflfect 
♦ l-cwhcre.  These  questions  were  often  perplexing,  and  it  is  generally 
com'iHlcd  that  the  decisions  of  that  Court  threw  great  light  upon  the 
subject,  and  satisfactorily  solved  most  of  the  questions  thus  presented. 
Such  at  lea<t  is  the  opinion  of  Judge  Story,  as  expressed  by  him  in 
jHuhajkS  tlie  most  learned,  though  not  the  most  satisfactory  of  his  able 
j r«'ati‘^rs  ufKin  difiorent  branches  of  the  law — I mean  his  Comment- 
on  the  Conflict  of  Laws.  There  is  one  opinion,  however,  do- 
)iu  r*‘<]  by  dudge  Martin,  upon  which  a single  remark  may  not  be 
— I ailudo  to  the  case  of  Humphreys  k Dupaii.  Tlie  question 
wlirtlicr  a promi>sory  note,  made  liere  and  payable  in  New  York, 

U aring  a rate  of  iritvre>t  not  permitted  by  the  laws  of  New  York, 
wa.s  valid  or  usurious.  The  Judge  put  forth  on  that  occasion  all  his 
learnitig,  ingenuity,  and  even  subtlety,  to  show  that  the  validity  of 
the  c(>ntract,  though  to  be  executed  in  Now  York,  was  to  be  tested  by 
ilie  laws  of  Louisiana.  I'lic  deeisioii  did  not  escape  the  ecnsiire  of 
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Judge  Story,  who,  in  his  first  edition  of  his  Conflict  of  Laws,  com- 
ments on  it  somewhat  at  length,  and  endeavors  to  show  that  it  is 
erroneous  in  itself,  and  even  unsupported  by  the  authorities  cited  in 
support  of  it.  Judge  Martin  never  possessed  any  improper  obstinacy 
or  pride  of  opinion ; on  the  contrary,  he  was  always  open  to  convic- 
tion, and  often  yielded  his  first  conclusions  to  the  force  of  argument 
and  authority.  But  on  that  oceasion  he  was  tenacious  of  his  opinion 
— so  much  so  that  when  he  visited  the  North  some  years  afterwards, 
he  repaired  to  Cambridge  for  the  purpose  principally  of  discussing 
with  his  critic  the  doctrines  maintained  by  him  in  the  case  above  al- 
luded to.  He  thought  he  had  on  the  way  enlisted  Chancellor  Kent 
as  an  ally  in  the  controversy;  whether  it  was  so  is  questionable.  lie, 
however,  repaired  to  Cambridge,  and  a long  discussion  ensued.  As 
usual  among  lawyers,  each  maintained  his  ground,  and  each  was  con- 
firmed in  his  opinion  by  his  own  arguments.  In  the  next  edition  of 
the  Conflict  of  Laws,  the  learned  author  returns  to  the  charge,  and 
combats,  at  much  greater  length,  the  soundness  of  that  decision. 
Under  such  circumstances,  it  may  well  be  doubted,  to  say  the  least 
of  it,  but  it  will  depend  on  others  whetlier  it  shall  be  ultimately 
overruled. 

“ Non  nostrum  esl  tantas  componere  lites.” 

Not  only  was  Judge  Martin  aided  in  moulding  into  form  and  sym- 
metry our  system  of  Jurisprudence,  by  the  quick  perception  of  what 
is  just,  and  the  instinctive  sense  of  equity  of  Mathews,  and  the  more 
ardent  industry  and  extensive  research  and  erudition  of  Porter,  and 
previously  by  the  unpretending  but  extensive  learning  of  Berbigny, 
but  the  period  between  the  organization  of  tlie  Territorial  Govern- 
ment and  the  repeal  of  the  Spanish  Law  was  the  classical  ago  of  the 
Bar  of  Louisiana.  The  Court  was  assisted  in  its  researches,  and  en- 
lightened in  its  path,  by  the  various  learning  and  elegant  scholarsliip, 
and  profound  knowledge  of  dilTorent  .systems  of  Jurisprudence  of 
Livingston  and  Brown,  Workman  and  Moreau  Ijisbet,  and  Duncan, 
and  numerous  others.  It  does  not  become  me  to  speak  of  tlie  sur- 
vivors of  tliat  distinguished  corps.  Tiiey  form  the  living  and  bril- 
liant link  wliich  connects  that  generation  of  lawyers  witli  the  present. 
It  was  then  the  source  of  the  Boinan,  Sjiani.vh,  and  Preneli  laws 
were  extimsively  explored,  and  a taste  ftw  compn radm  Jiin’sjtni<lcnce 
was  created  for  the  finst  time  in  the  United  ^States.  The  jwinoijiles 
of  tlie  common,  the  customary,  and  the  Boman  laws  were  invoked 
together,  and  placed  in  juxtaposition.  The  illustrious  writers  on 
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Jurisprudence  of  the  IGth  century  in  France,  Spain,  Italy,  and  Ger- 
many were  consulted  and  compared.  The  most  antiquated  of  the 
Gothic  Codes  were  studied,  not  as  monuments  of  literary  curiosity, 
but  as  fragments  of  preexisting  systems  of  human  laws,  originating 
cither  with  the  Homans  or  their  barbarian  conquerors.  The  whole  of 
those  various  and  often  discordant  materials  were  fused  into  one  mass, 
and  tiie  Court  left  to  select  such  principles  as  appeared  most  consonant 
with  the  general  scope  and  enactments  of  the  Codes.  Whoever  has 
read  the  first  twenty-five  volumes  of  our  Heports  cannot  fail  to  have 
observed  what  vast  stores  of  legal  erudition  were  brought  to  light  in 
the  discussion  of  leading  cases,  and  how  much  the  range  has  been 
narrowed  since  our  jurisprudence  has  become  better  settled,  under  the 
more  full  and  explicit  text  of  the  new  Code. 

It  is  thus  we  have  witnessed  the  formation,  even  its  process  of 
cry.stallizatioD,  as  it  were,  of  the  existing  Jurisprudence  of  Louisiana.* 

* The  jurisprudence  of  Louisiana  is  a mixture  of  the  Koman,  French,  and 
Spanish  law,  tinctured  with  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  the  common  law  of 
Kn^dand,  as  understood  and  expounded  in  the  sister  States  of  the  Union,  espe- 
cially in  criminal  and  commercial  matters.  These  diflerent  elements  of  law 
ure,  however,  blended  in  so  confused  a manner,  that  it  is  often  extremely  diflicuit 
to  trace  the  lines  of  demarcation,  or  to  determine  what  the  law  is  on  any  given 
subject. 

When  the  province  of  Louisiana  was  transferred  to  the  United  States,  the 
colonial  laws  of  Spain  did,  at  least  to  a certain  extent,  govern  the  country,  al- 
though in  point  of  fact,  beyond  the  precincts  of  the  capital,  the  military  posts 
sctjucred  far  apart  over  its  immense  territory,  and  the  settlements  contiguous  to 
and  dependent  on  them,  tliere  W'ere  neither  judges,  nor  any  regular  adminis- 
tration of  justice. 

The  indolent,  arbitrary,  and  yet  paternal  government  of  Spain  felt  really  lil- 
ihi  mterpst  in  the  prosperity  of  the  colony,  from  which  it  derived  no  revenue, 
!ti»d  whiph  it  had  acquired  and  preserved,  rather  with  a view  of  debarring  all 
aa'css  to  New  Spain,  than  from  any  desire  of  enriching  itself  by  the. 
ptoJiiciions  of  ilio  soil,  or  to  profit  by  the  exhaustless  resources  of  the  country, 
wljich  the  it.dusiry  and  enterprise  of  its  present  possessors  have  so  successfully 
pip'ored.  nevertheless,  witli  its  habitual  love  of  disi)Iay,  bad  cstabli>l]ed 

n colonial  government,  .surrounded  with  the  insignia  of  royalty,  and  having  an 
ft  Jnmiistraii ve  hierarchy  dependent  on  it,  which,  though  of  little  practical  utility, 
end  uiteiuleil  with  much  usele.ss  cx[)ense,  still  gave  to  the  whole  a semblance  of 
power  and  regularity,  whieh  was  .sullleient,  uiuler  ordinary  circumstances,  to  in- 
t(uie  res[)cct  on  the  part  of  the  colonists. 

Whoii  ilic  Uniteil  bl.itos  had  acqnirevl  possession  of  Loni.siana,  this  form  of 
goveriinicnt  neees.'-arily  ili.^appeared,  and  ilio  new  one  introduced  was  framed 
'^■wh  the  simplicity  aiul  economy  suited  to  republican  habits  and  institutions. 

l.anges  in  the  legislation,  as  well  as  in  the  administration  of  the  laws  of 
the  country,  beeume  of  course  indispensable  j but  they  were  made  with  giecu 
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Its  ingredients  are  derived  from  various  sources,  and  after  being  fil- 
tered through  numerous  codes,  meet  in  one  harmonious  mass.  The 

caution,  and  care  was  taken  neither  to  shock  received  opinions,  nor  to  change 
abruptly  institutions  which  had  the  sanction  of  long  usage,  and  to  which  the 
inliabitants  had  become  attached.  Notwithstanding  all  these  precautions, 
murmurs  and  discontents  were  often  heard  shortly  after  the  cession  of  the 
colony,  which  the  firm  and  conciliating  conduct  of  Congress  and  of  Mr.  Jefferson 
soon  succeeded  in  appeasing,  and  which  a few  years  of  increasing  prosperity 
wholly  effaced. 

In  the  meantime,  the  territory  of  Orleans  was  severed  from  the  rest  of  the 
ancient  French  colony  of  Louisiana,  ami  erected  into  a distinct  portion  of  the 
Union,  the  executive  department  of  which  was  under  the  direction  of  a governor, 
the  legislative  in  the  hands  of  a council,  a!ul  the  judiciary  under  the  direction  of 
three  judges,  elected  every  four  years,  and  certain  inferior  magistrates. 

The  highest  court  of  judicature,  called  the  Superior  Court  of  the  territory  of 
Orleans,  was  composed  of  three  judges,  of  which  one  constituted  a quorum^ 
and  was  invested  with  original  and  appellate  jurisdiction  in  criminal  and  civil 
causes. 

The  criminal  law,  which  had  governed  Louisiana  prior  to  its  transfer,  was 
entirely  abolished,  and  in  its  place  were  substituted  ccrta.in  penal  statutes  pro- 
viding for  the  punishment  of  offences,  winch  they  did  not  define,  but  left  the 
definitions  to  be  sought  for  at  common  law,  in  reference  to  which  all  future 
criminal  proceeditigs  were  to  be  conducted. 

Civil  suits  were  brought  by  petition,  and  the  practice  was  simple. 

In  relation  to  tbs  civil  jurisprudence  of  the  country,  tlie  necessity  was  imme- 
‘ diatcly  felt  of  reducing  it  to  some  sort  of  order,  to  enable  those  who  had  been 
appointed  to  govern,  as  well  as  to  judge,  to  know  what  it  was,  a fact  of  which, 
.at  the  time  of  their  appointment,  they  were  profoundly  ignorant.  The  legis- 
lative council,  having  made  a vain  attempt  to  ^-procure  a civil  and  criminal  code 
for  the  “territory,’’  to  use  the  language  of  Judge  .Martin,  the  first  territorial 
legislature  appointed,  in  the  year  180G,  Messrs.  James  Brown  and  JMoreau  Lis- 
let,  two  members  of  the  bar,  to  prepare  a digest  of  the  laws  iu  force  in  the  ter- 
ritory. These  gentlemen,  havhig  finished  the  task  imposed  on  tlicm  in  ISOS, 
reported  “ a Digest  of  the  civil  laws  now  in  force  in  the  Territory  of  Orleans, 
with  alterations  ami  amendments,  adapted  to  the  pn*scnt  form  of  government,’’ 
which  was  adopted  by  the  Legislature,  and  constitutes  whut  is  at  present  called 
the  old  Civil  Code. 

The  gentlemen  thus  appointed  to  jnepare  a digest  of  the  laws  iri  force  in 
Louisiana,  instead  of  looking  to  the  Spanish  colonial  law,  ami  consulting  exclu- 
sively the  Partidas  and  the  Rccupilacion  de  las  Indius,  iScc.,  ns  they  surely  wouM 
have  done  had  the  Sptmish  law  alone  been  in  force,  tianscrilicd  literally,  ami 
incorporated  into  their  Dige.st  large  portions  of  the  pvojct  of  the  (."ode  Napoleon. 
The  reasons  assigned  fur  this  by  Judge  Martin  is,  that  no  copy  of  the  Code  Napo- 
leon, although  jiromnlgtited  in  lSt)l,hadas  yet  reached  New  Orleans.  The 
same  learned,  and  we  ninst  add,  accurate  writer,  in  all  \vhi<,'h  concerns  cotem- 
porancoiis  evont.s,  .speaks  of  this  conduct  on  the  itart  of  the  com[)ileis  of  the 
Digest  as  jrraisewurihy.  adding  that,  “although  the  jiroject  is  necessarily  much 
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protection  of  wives,  ineaiitiovisly  engaged  for  the  contracts  of  their 
husbantU,  rests  upon  a lioman  Seiiatus  Consultum — their  ultimate 
rights  in  the  property  acquired  during  the  marriage,  upon  the  cus- 
toms of  tlio  err;ttic  tribes  that  overrun  Gaul,  and  were  carried  by  the 
A’isigoths  across  the  Pyrenees.  The  wisdom  of  Alphonso  is  found 
infused  into  many  of  the  institutions  which  owe  their  origin  to  Al- 
fred the  Great.  3die  common  law  has  paid  back  a part  of  what  it 
liad  borrowed  from  the  Eoman  Jurisprudence.  The  commercial  law, 
standing  out  almost  independently  of  the  Code,  rests  in  a great  mca- 

moro  im{)crfect  than  the  Code,  it  was  far  superior  to  anything  that  any  two  in- 
dividuals could  have  produced  early  enough  to  answer  the  expectations  of 
those  who  employed  them.” 

Judge  Martin  says — “TheT^ufro  T^ejo,  Fucro  Juzgo,  Partidas,  Recopiladoncs, 
de  las  Jndicis,  Autos  Acordados^  and  Royal  Schedules  remained  part  of  the 
v.-riiten  law  of  the  territory,  M'heti  not  repealed  expressly,  or  by  a necessary 
jinpucation.”  And  he  adds: — 

‘U)f  these  musty  laws  the  copies  were  extremely  rare;  a complete  collection 
of  them  was  in  the  hands  of  no  one,  and  of  very  many  of  them  not  a single 
oipy  existed  in  the  province.” 

“ To  explain  them,  Spanish  commentators  were  consulted,  and  the  Corpus 
Juris  Ctvilis,  and  its  own  commentators  were  resorted  to,  and  to  eke  out  any 
dofieieriey,  the  lawyers,  who  came  from  France  or  Hispaniola,  read  Pothier 
J)'A^-ucss(nu,  IJunioulin''  &c. 

'I'hc  result  of  the  labors  of  Messrs.  Brown  and  Moreau  Lislet  was  a Digest, 
containing  upwards  of  500  pages,  printed  in  English  and  French,  and  divided 
into  three  books,  of  which  the  first  treats  of  persons;  the  second  of  things  or 
estates;  and  tlie  third  of  the  dilTerent  manner  of  acquiring  the  projicrty  of 
things.  Kacli  book  is  subdivided  into  titles,  and  eacli  title  into  cha[)ters  and 
.Miieles.  'i'his  Digest  is  the  groundwork  of  tlie  Civil  Code  actually  in  force  in 
Iv  ui-iana,  from  which  it  does  not  diifer  very  essentially. 

having  become  a State  in  IS  12,  organized  in  1813  a Supreme  Com t, 
rouqv  Mai  o!  three  judges,  whicli,  in  conformity  with  the  2d  section  of  the  -Itli 
ntucir  t l the  (.’oustitution  of  the  Slate,  had  appellate  jurisdiction  only,  uhirh 
jufyyJuUjtn  cxtnul  to  all  civil  cases,  when  the  ynattcr  in  dispute  shall  exceed  the 
mr,i  trt  .'*uf  hunJifd  dollars."'  It  is  from  tliis  period  that  the  jurispnulcuce  of 
ihr  I cgari  i'»  assume  .‘Ome  definite  form,  and  to  e.xtend  itself  so  as  to  cm- 

b».’?'  C the  'A  uu.-roiis  controversies  which  sr^ou  arose,  among  an  iiitolligent,  eom- 
tftcorin!,  litigious  pofiulation. 

I i.c  Sui  r -me  ('•  urt  thus  fnrmcd  and  constituted,  liad  most  arduous  and  dif- 
!.i  nit  du:;.  n ’.uj-  tli-nn  — duti..  > wbu-li  required,  besiilcs  the  jiatience,  learning 
UII..1  ;;jq>  a:\\  :'.ys  rc<|ni-ite  to  dischargi'  the  functions  of  a judge,  incessant  and 
lifU'fioo  icM'archcs  into  th-,'  ancient  jurisprudence  of  Rome,  France  and  Spain, 

} 'i!i<  .1  Im  a t’i(.ioug,li  btiowlt'ilg  • of  conslitiuioiial  law,  and  ati  intimatt^  actpiaint- 
tii.c-*  with  tho  habit?  and  wants  of  (ho  people,  on  whom  the  decisions  were  to 
' I'cnito, 
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sure  upon  the  usages  of  cornraercial  States,  but  more  especially  of  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  but  slightly  modified  by  positive 
local  legislation.  The  whole  body  of  our  law  thus  forms  a system, 
most  admired  by  those  who  understand  it  best,  and  who  can  trace 
back  its  principles  to  the  sources  from  which  they  originall}^  flowed. 
Of  the  spring-heads  of  our  law  it  may  be  said,  as  it  has  been  of  'the 
waters  of  Castalia : 

“There  shallow  drafts  intoxicate  the  brain, 

But  drinking  deeply  sobers  ns  again.” 

If  I might  be  allowed  to  enlarge  still  furtlier  upon  this  interesting 
topic,  I would  say  that  the  same  process  of  the  formations  of  laws  has 
been  going  on  in  all  ages,  and  in  every  region  within  the  range  of 
history.  Conquest,  and  commerce,  and  the  migration  and  intennin- 
gling  of  races  have  everywhere  brought  ahout  changes  of  laws.  The 
oracular  obscurities  of  the  twelve  tables  were  brought  hy  the  Decem- 
virs from  Greece.  At  a later  period,  the  same  laws,  developed  and 
improved,  were  disseminated  everywhere  hy  the  victorious  legions  of 
the  Bepublic.  They  became  mingled  with  loc?il  usages,  which  were 
respected  by  the  conquerors.  The  migratory  Germanic  tribes  carried 
with  them  their  customs,  which  acquired  the  force  of  laws — and  hence 
many  of  the  different  customs  and  fneros  which  prevailed  in  France 
and  in  Spain.  The  Norman  conquest  introduced  into  England  many 
of  the  customs  of  that  province,  and  the  law’  itself  was  administered 
by  Normans  in  Norman  French.  Hence  we  may  trace  to  the  cus- 
toms of  Normandy  the  widow’s  third,  and  other  ])eculiarities  of  the 
English  Law.  The  Military  Feudality  of  the  middle  ages  upset  the 
whole  system  of  land  titles  and  tenures,  and  established  that  relation 
of  lord  and  vassal,  a fruitful  source  of  innumerable  laws  and  customs. 
In  Borne,  not  only  the  edicts  of  the  Frmtor  often  modified  the  exist- 
ing laws,  but  the  wildest  decrees  of  the  plebeian  order  were  respected, 
even  under  the  reign  of  the  (Fv'sars.  'The  t’^ara(‘cn  conquest  of  Spain 
left  indelible  impressions  on  the  law’s  and  institutions  of  the  peninsula, 
and  the  Alcalde  of  the  present  day  derives  hi.s  name  from  and  exer- 
cises similar  functions  to  tho.se  of  the  Cadis  of  Jh(j dad.  JIaven 
among  ourselves,  local  usages,  and  the  usages  of  trade  are  referred  to 
in  order  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  local  contract-^.  ].,aw’  is  not,  then, 
always  the  solemn  expres.sion  of  Legi.-'lative  will.  Tlie  whole  doctrine 
of  Bills  of  Excliangc  originated  in,  and  is  based  upon,  the  customs 
of  nu!rchants,  a!ul  the  Maritime  Law-  upon  the  juactice  of  States  and 
Tow’iis  engaged  in  navigation  and  trade.  The  customs  of  Paris  be- 


1S00638 


IION.  FRANCOIS  XAVIER  MARTIN.  85 

wino  the  law  of  Louisiana  by  the  charter  of  Crozat,  and  were  swept 
away  in  tlieir  turn  by  the  ordinance  of  O’Keilly.  Indeed,  the  inter- 
nal history  of  the  iaw~that  is  to  say,  a history  of  its  different  elc- 
incaits,  tracing  them  from  their  origin  through  the  successive  and  often 
insensible  modifications  to  their  amalgamation  as  they  are  now  found, 
combined  and  harmonizing  together — such  an  analysis,  I say,  consti-. 
tuting  the  chemistry  of  legal  science,  would  require  almost  endless 
research  and  labor.  The  same  process  of  fusion  and  diffusion  is  still 
going  on  under  the  auspices  of  the  great  principle  of  the  comity  of 
nations.  The  able  and  learned  works  upon  most  of  the  branches  of 
thirisprudence  by  Story  and  Kent,  tend  to  demonstrate  to  what  ex- 
tent the  Homan  is  blended  with  the  common  law,  and  to  what  extent 
both  have  been  improved  by  the  mutual  infusion  of  principles. 
^Vhcncver  the  municipal  law  has  not  expressly  provided  for  a parti- 
cular case,  a principle  in  itself  reasonable  is  sometimes  adopted  from 
a foreign  system  by  the  tribunals,  and  thus  becomes  at  last  an  element 
of  our  own  Jurisprudence.  The  whole  law  of  Evidence,  with  the 
exception  of  a few  elementary  principles,  is  borrowed  from  the  com- 
mon law.  The  practice  of  the  Federal  tribunals,  professing  to  be 
governed  by  State  laws,  threatens  us  with  alarming  innovations,  by 
introducing  among  us  the  discretion  of  a Master  in  Chancery,  to  de- 
cide upon  important  interests,  and  by  their  forms  of  execution 
menacing  the  overthrow,  in  favor  of  foreign  creditors,  of  our  equita- 
ble system  of  distribution  of  a debtor’s  efiects,  and  making  bis  pro- 
}>erly  anything  but  the  common  pledge  of  his  creditors.  How  ffir 
such  innovations  can  be  tolerated-it  is  not  for  me  to  say. 

I have  entered  into  these  details  principal!}'  with  a view  of  enabling 
you  to  fonu  a more  just  estimate  of  tlm  intricacy  of  tlic  subject,  and 
(‘f  the  great  laljor  and  research  required  by  tlie  Court  in  the  adminis- 
tration <>t  justice  under  laws  so  unsettled,  and  of  such  various  origin 
and  diMordaut  materials,  and  especially  to  fix  the  just  value  of  the 
services  ol  Judge  Martin,  who  during  that  entire  period,  and  even  as 
late  us  I.'' It),  continued  to  labor  witli  unmitigated  zeal  and  industry, 
combining  all  the  hainiing  required  for  such  a task  with  a constant 
devotion  to  public  duties. 

He  almost  uhva}s  enjoyed  a vigorous  health,  maintained  by  great 
temperance  and  daily  exercise.  Jlis  tenqtcrance  was  indeed  remark- 
able. d’hough  a native  of  the  country  of  the  vine,  he  never  had 
lasted  wine,  as  ho  has  often  assured  me,  until  approaching  the  age  of 
‘•ixty,  and  ilum  in  great  inodoration,  and  never  in  his  whole  life  had 
he  la.siod  ardent  s[iirlts  ol  any  kind.  Eeing  a baclielor,  he  was  un- 
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disturbed  domestic  cares  and  duties.  All  the  powers  of  his  mind 
were  devoted  to  the  law,  rather  as  a profound  thinker  than  a great 
reader,  lie  investigated  particular  subjects  deeply,  rather  than  at- 
tempting to  keep  up  by  regular  reading  with  the  legal  erudition  of  the 
day.  He  rai-el}"  indulged  even  in  a momentary  flirtation  with  the 
Muses,  and  I have  never  heard  him  speak  of  any  other  poets  than 
^ Yirgil,  Horace,  and  Hoileau.  With  works  of  imagination  his  ac- 
quaintance was  extremely  limited,  and  he  never  enjoyed  the  romantic 
literature  of  the  age,  though  cotemporary  Avith  Sir  Walter  Scott, 
and  the  great  writers  of  the  French  school.  The  law  had  no  such 
rival  in  his  affections,  and  all  the  rays  of  a vigorous  intellect  Avere  con- 
verged to  one  focus.  He  enjoyed  at  the  same  time  a constant  serenity 
of  mind,  and  possessed  an  equanimity  at  all  times,  and  under  all  cir- 
cumstances, most  remarkable.  He  \A  as  never  querulous  nor  petulant, 
and  even  in  the  ardor  of  debate  in  consultation  Avitli  his  colleagues 
he  possessed  the  most  perfect  self-control,  and  never  became  angry  or 
impatient.  It  Avas  perhaps  on  such  occasions  that  ho  displayed  to  the 
greatest  advantage  all  the  vigor  and  acuteness  of  his  mind,  and  the 
resources  of  his  learning.  Those  who  have  contended  Avith  him  best 
knoAV  how  expert  and  poAverful  a wrestler  he  Avas — and  yet  he  often 
detected  tlic  fallacy  of  his  OAvn  reasoning,  and  convinced  himself  that 
he  had  been  originall}^  Avrong.  His  great  peculiarity  Avas  in  pushing 
first  principles  to  their  most  remote,  ultimate  consequences,  let  them 
end  Avhere  they  might.  His  method  of  rea.soning  AA’as  sometimes  emi- 
nently Socratic,  and  it  Avas  necessary  in  di.scussions  Avitli  him  to  be 
extremely  cautious  hoAv  you  admitted  his  premises.  If  you  ansAvered 
unguardedly  a series  of  questions  affirming  the  ronotc  princi])le  from 
W'hich  he  started,  you  ran  the  risk  of  finding  yourself  involved  at  last 
in  a mesh  of  sojiliisms,  and  convicted  on  your  own  confessions.  It 
often  happened  that  he  would  return  the  next  day  after  a protracted 
discussion,  and  say,  Well,  1 Lave  consulted  my  j)illow  on  that  ques- 
tion, and  after  all  I believe  I Avas  Arrong.” 

Judge  Martin  Avas  an  agreeable  comj/anion.  His  conversation  Avas 
alAvays  amusing  and  entertaining.  He  Ava.s  uniformly  calm  and  cpiies- 
cent,  and  never  (querulous  or  garrulous,  notAvithstanding  his  very  ad- 
vanced age  and  its  increasing  infirmities.  He  Avas  sometimes  facetious, 
and  many  of  ymi  probably  remember  tiic  case  in  Avliich  he  spoke  of 
the  violent  proceedings  of  a mob,  to  tear  (b>wn  a lionse  in  order  to 
get  rid  of  tbe  obnoxious  tenants,  as  the  .service  of  ihe  front i>  r irrit  of 
ejedmenf.  Never  di.s])o.'^ed  to  he  censorious,  he  Avas,  Avhen  the  oeea- 
Eion  reipiired  it,  iiicxorahle  in  his  deiumeiatiun  of  the  frauduhmt  con- 
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duct  of  parties  litigant  before  the  Court,  exposing  their  turpitude  to 
public  censure  ^vith  an  unsparing  severit3^  This  he  could  do  with 
great  propriety  and  consistency,  for  he  felt  the  full  force  of,  and  hiin- 
Kclf  acted  up  to  the  great  precepts  of  the  law — “ honeste  vivere” — 
^‘altcnira  non  kedere’' — et  suuin  cuique  tribuere.'^ 

Judge  ^Martin’s  general  health  continued  in  a great  measure  unim- 
paired to  a good  old  age.  He  rarely  lost  a single  day  in  his  attend- 
aTice  at  Court,  or  at  the  stated  times  for  consultation.  But  his  eye- 
siglit  began  to  fail  many  years  ago,  and  as  early  as  183G  he  became 
so  blind  as  to  be  no  longer  capable  of  writing  his  opinions,  and  from 
that  period  he  dictated  to  an  amanuensis.  But  he  bore  this  great 
privation  with  remarkable  fortitude,  and  it  did  not  seem  to  disturb 
the  habitual  serenity’  and  cheerfulness  of  his  disposition.  He  con- 
tinued, however,  to  hope  for  the  restoration  of  his  sight;  consulted 
numerous  oculists,  but  never  found  but  one  disposed  to  attempt  an 
o|)erafion,  and  be  promised  too  much,  and  was  distrusted.  To  the 
last,  even  at  the  age  of  84,  he  never  exhibited  any  of  the  usual  marks 
of  extreme  old  age — although  bis  memory  was  somewhat  impaired, 
lii.<  reasoning  powers  were  still  vigorous;  he  had  none  of  the  garrulity 
of  age,  and  his  existence  closed  wdthout  the  usual  evening  twilight  of 
intellect. 

In  the  summer  of  1844,  he  visited  his  native  France,  for  the  first 
time  since  he  had  left  there  in  his  yoiith.  He  remained  in  Baris  some 
weeks,  and  his  eyes  W'cre  examined  by  the  ablest  oculists  of  that 
capital.  But  they  declined  attempting  an  operation,  it  having  been  well 
a-f'ortuiued  that  the  case  was  hopeless — a confirmed  r/a/Zo.  screna.  He 
returned  to  Louisiana  iu  the  autumn  of  the  same  year,  and  resumed 
hi.H  duties  on  the  Bench. 

1 iic  long  and  painful  struggle  of  Judge  Martin  in  Ins  youth  against 
poverty  exerted  a great  influence  u]>on  Ids  habits  and  turn  of  mind 
tliroiigh  life.  The  accumulation  of  w’oallh  by  constant  economy  be- 
c.ti.'ie  h.tbitual  with  him,  at  the  same  time  that  he  Avas  scrupulou.sl}’ 
ben.>?  and  fiiir  in  all  his  dealings.  Indeed,  he  had  always  a strong 
m.d  abiding  sens<!  of  what  is  just,  which  showed  itself  in  his  conduct, 
b'>th  as  a man  an<l  as  a judge. 

1 lis  report.-:  tnrm  the  most  useful  of  ins  works.  'I'hcy  constitute 
the  }ir>t  chart  ol  a coast  at.  that  time  in  a great  measure  imexplored 

and  although  not,  complete,  and  leaving  much  for  Ids  successors 
to  supply,  vet  (lu‘y  served  at  least  to  show  the  intricacy  of  the 
tsavigafion,  ami  to  jioint  out  many  of  its  difiiculties  and  danger.s. 
‘''te  ll  a jmhlication  was  a novelty  at  the  time  in  this  State,  and  the 
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want  of  it  could  not  have  been  supplied  by  the  Eeports  of  any  other 
State  or  country.  While  it  tended  to  produce  uniformity  of  decision 
at  home,  it  made  our  peculiar  jurisprudence  better  known  abroad. 
It  exhibited  some  of  its  peculiarities  and  excellencies  in  such  strong 
light  that  it  has  contributed  in  some  particulars,  and  especially  that 
part  of  our  system,  which  guards  so  effectually  the  rights  of  maiTied 
women,  to  recommend  in  several  of  the  States  the  adoption  of  similar 
provisions. 

There  are  some  strong  points  of  resemblance  between  Judge  Martin 
and  Peter  Stephen  Duponceau,  who  declined  the  appointment  of  Judge 
in  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  about  the  time  that  office  was  accepted 
by  Judge  Martin.  Both  were  Frenchmen  by  birth,  and  arrived  at 
an  early  period  in  the  United  States,  and  identified  themselves  with 
the  country;  both  wrote  in  the  English  language;  both  were  jurists 
and  civilians  of  eminence ; each  gave  to  the  profession  a translation 
of  a foreign  work  of  great  merit — Martin,  the  Treatise  of  Pothiers 
on  Obligations — Duponceau,  that  of  Binkershcek  on  Public  Law, 
and  both  contributed  to  create  a taste  for  such  studies.  Martin  was 
more  exclusively  a lawyer,  although,  as  w'e  have  seen,  he  published 
two  works  of  History.  Duponceau  was  the  more  elegant  and  accom- 
plished scholar,  and  particularly  distinguished  as  a Philologist,  and 
so  thoroughly  versed  in  the  aboriginal  languages  of  this  continent 
as  to  have  K-ceived  the  reward  of  the  French  Institute  for  the  best 
essay  on  that  subject.  He  published  also  an  original  Treatise  on  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  another  on  the  Jurisdiction  of 
the  Federal  Courts.  The  style  of  Martin  was  more  pointed  and 
brief — that  of  Duponceau  more  polished  and  copious.  Both  wrote 
with  great  purity  in  a language  which  was  not  their  vernacular 
tongue.  While  IMartin  was  satisfied  with  usefulness  on  the  Bench, 
Duponceau  })rosecuted  a more  extensive  line  of  studies  and  pursuits, 
and  was  assiduous  and  useful,  among  other  things,  in  his  efforts  to 
introduce  the  culture  of  silk  in  the  United  States.  Botli  lived  to  a 
very  advanced  oge,  were  respected  and  honored  ])y  the  public  for  the 
purity  of  their  lives,  and  their  profound  learning  and  \isefulness,  and 
botli  in  turn  reflected  honor  on  the  land  of  their  adoj»(ion. 

A great  majority  of  the  most  eminent  lawyers  in  the  United  States 
and  in  EnglamI  have  passed  through  the  same  severe  ordeal  of  early 
poverty.  It  is  a stern  Imt  salutary  discipline.  I'ew  professional 
men,  who  weiv  born  to  allluenee,  and  nurtured  in  luxury  and  ease, 
have  made  a distinguislied  figure  in  after  life.  It  is  adversity  which 
teaches  us  tlie  impurtance  of  relying  upon  ourselvrs,  and  draws  out 
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all  the  energies  and  resources  of  the  mind.  Nothing  discourages  and 
nothing  daunts  such  men.  They  feel  that  time  and  perseverance  will 
not  fail  to  rewaj'd  their  solitary  studies,  and  gratify  their  long  deferred 
hopes  of  distinction.  The  lives  of  such  men  are  without  any  striking 
events  or  incidents  on  which  the  attention  of  the  biogrjipher  is  fixed; 
they  pursue  the  even  tonor  of  their  way,  contented  with  the  cultiva- 
tion of  tlie  intellectual  powers,  and  the  distinction  which  their  profes- 
sion gives  them  in  society. 

The  example  of  such  men  is  cheering  in  the  highest  degree  to 
those  who  arc  just  entering  on  a professional  career.  Let  them  learn 
never  to  despair.  If  true  to  themselves,  and  devoted  to  their  studies, 
under  whatever  disadvantages  of  early  fortune  they  may  labor — how- 
ever hard  the  struggle  with  want  and  competition,  it  will  come  at  last 
— the  noblest  and  purest  of  all  triumphs,  that  of  an  innate  energy 
of  soul  over  adversity  and  want  and  neglect.  If  their  studies  are 
commensurate  with  the  almost  boundless  field  of  the  science  to  which 
they  are  devoted,  embracing,  in  the  language  of  Justinian,  ‘^divinarum 
atfjue  Immanarum  rerum  notitia — ^justi  atque  injusti  scientia,^^  they 
are  prepared  to  act  a distinguished  part  in  any  of  the  departments  of 
public  afiairs  to  w^hich  they  may  be  called  in  after  life.  The  profes- 
sion in  the  United  States  has  always  been  the  high  road  to  honorable 
distinction.  Many  of  those  who  by  their  intelligence,  influence  and 
eloquence  prepared  the  public  mind  for  revolution  to  resist  the  en- 
croachments of  power,  were  lawyei's  who  had  studied  deeply  the  true 
theory  of  popular  government.  ^JAiey  afterwards  were  lawyers  who  pre- 
jvircd  and  sustained  the  Declaration  of  Independence — and  especially 
tliose  who  devised  the  admirable  Constitution  under  which  we  live  and 
juosper,  and  vdio  V7cre  among  its  first  expounders.  The  profession 
here  deals  not  onl}^  with  private  rights,  and  the  controversies  between 
man  and  man — their  studies  embrace  the  great  relations  of  the  go- 
verned will!  the  governor — they  regard  public  offices  as  public  trusts 
— and  discuss  freely  the  limitations  of  delegated  power,  and  the 
duties  and  attrihutes  of  restricted  sovereignt^n  The  lawyer  who 
fearlessly  and  boldly  advocates  such  principles  is  already  half  a states- 
man. 'J’ho  jtrofession  in  this  country  liavc  always  been,  and  from  the 
nature  of  their  studioH  must  always  he,  the  advocates  and  supporters 
of  free  government  and  pojiiilar  institutions. 

Franeois  Xavier  i^larfin,  let  it  not  he  forgotten,  was  a foreigner  by 
birth,  and  a naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  Slates,  lie  was  re- 
Ce'ivctl  as  a brother — heeamc  early  idojitified  witli  the  country,  and 
lard  no  connection  for  more  than  sixty  years  with  the  political  vjci.-5^si- 
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tudcs  of  his  native  land.  lie  was  thoroughly  American  in  his  feel- 
ings and  opinions.  He  was  an  American  lawyer  and  an  American 
magistrate.  If  strict  integrity  of  life — if  a love  of  truth^  for  the 
sake  of  truth  and  justice — if  a fearless  independence  and  impartiality 
in  the  discharge  of  public  duties — if  a profound  knowledge  of  law 
and  the  most  exemplary  devotion  to  duty  during  a long  life  consti- 
tute the  elements,  of  greatness,  surely  he  may  well  be  pronounced 
great. 

AYhat  a commentary  this  upon  the  liberal  institutions  of  this  wide- 
spread Republic,  and  the  generous  spirit  of  a vast  majority  of  its 
citizens  ! It  opens  wide  its  arms  to  receive  and  cherish  all  those  who, 
driven  by  political  calamities,  or  impelled  by  a hope  of  ameliorating 
their  condition  in  life,  are  wafted  to  our  shores.  They  bring  with 
them  the  arts  and  industry  and  h aniing  of  their  country.  It  matters 
not  what  may  have  been  the  land  of  their  nativity— -it  matters  not 
what  may  have  been  their  condition  in  earl}'-  life — it  matters  not  what 
may  have  been  tbe  religion  of  their  fatlrei'S  or  tlieir  own,  or  in  what 
language  their  first  thoughts  may  have  been  uttered — they  are  wel- 
comed as  men  and  as  brothers — they  l)ccomc  gradually  assimilated  to 
the  common  mass  of  citizens,  and  their  origin  is  perhaps  forgotten  in 
a second  generation.  We  become  one  in  feeling — one  in  opinion,  and 
participators  in  and  contributors  to  the  common  renown  of  our  great 
Republic.  The  Bar  of  New  Orleans,  at  whose  request  I appear  be- 
fore you,  is  at  this  moment  composed  of  men  who  were  born  in  most 
of  tbe  polished  nations  of  the  globe — France,  Clcnnany,  Belgium, 
England,  the  United  States;  Ireland,  airl  Sweden.  They  all  contri- 
bute to  the  stock  of  learning  for  wliicli  the  Bar  is  so  eminently  dis- 
tinguished. In  proportion  as  our  country  spreads  itself,  wider  and 
wider,  hy  the  peaceful  conquests  of  civilization,  tluiso  who  take  refu2;e 
here  from  other  countries,  forgetting  their  native  land  for  that  of 
their  choice,  enjoy  its  blessings  and  advantages  in  common  with  native 
citizens;  and  if  a frenzy  for  foreign  eon<juest  by  arms  should  seize  us, 
it  may  be  pleaded  at  least  as  an  excuse  for  us  that  wc  are  influenced 
by  no  selfish  and  narrow  views;  hut  those  conquests  will  extend  still 
further  the  influence  of  free  institutions,  and  fnrnisli  a rcfime  and  a 
home  for  the  op[Tessed  of  other  lands.  It  is  thu.s  our  rovemmeut  is 
destined  to  illu>trate  tlie  noble  thoiiglit  of  a living  ]>oet  : 

“ IMnn  i.s  otu; ; 

And  lio  liritl)  or)e  «rorit  lio.art.  h is  thus  wo  I'eel, 

With  a ;:i;^iwitie  throb  athwart  the  sea, 

Kaoh  other’s  rights  and  wrongs;  thus  are  wc  incn.’’ — rr<ires. 
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PORTFOLIO  NO.  I. 

1st.  IIcmaiTrs  on  t.lie  province  of  Tjoiiislana,  5th  August^  1751 — 
depth  of  water  at  the  llalize  14  feet — war  with  Indians — mode  of 
warfare  required : detachment  from  the  main  body,  always  within 
reach  of  assistance,  and  the  main  body  always  within  reach  of  sup- 
plies, Ac. 

2d.  1716,  11th  February — memorial  of  the  regenej'  council — ad- 
vantages of  New  Orleans  developed — proximity  to  Vera  Cruz  and 
Havana — river  courses  and  lolent  wealth  of  the  interior — fertility  of 
tlic  soil,  favorable  to  tobacco,  rice,  and  cacao — only  issue  to  the  G(^ulf 
of  Mexico — party  of  twenty  Canadians  exploring  the  lied  Fiver — 
voyage  performed  in  three  mouths — their  visit  to  the  province  of 
Leon  in  Mexico — copper  mines  discovered — iron,  lead,  gold  and  sil- 
ver found  in  abundance — plan  of  colonization  presented — this  me- 
moi  ial  is  signed  by  L.  A.  de  lloin-bon  and  the  Alarshall  d’Estrees, 
ami  i.s  approved  by  the  conseil  de  Legenec.'’^ 

?>d.  Statistical  account  by  Air.  do  Kerlcrec  of  the  Indians  inhabit- 
ing tlie  Mississi]t}»i  and  the  Alissouri — prospects  of  the  colony — this 
report  is  signed  Kcrleroe,  12th  December,  175S. 

1th.  1712 — -memorial  re.-jpecling  tlic  situation  of  lAUiisiana — pro- 
ject to  deepen  the  jxe^s  from  the  river  to  the  lake  Alaurepa.-^,  from 
'Tunicas,  a))Out  }<evi-nty-tlirec  leagues  from  New  Orleans,  b}"  cutting  a 
l)0!ut  of  land — pirogues  are  stated  as  being  then  in  communication  with 
the  lakes  tlirougli  that  par^s.  This  memorial  is  sigi\ed  ‘‘  Dartagnctte.’^ 
nth.  1712-1726 — laws  and  ordinances  rolative  to  Louisiana. 
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6th.  History  of  the  irruptions  of  the  North  Americans  upon  the 
lands  of  Louisiana.  This  document  is  signed  hy  ^^Yillars,  Favre 
Haunoy/^  April,  1778. 

7th.  Account  of  the  death  of  Lasalle. 

8th.  1680— memorial  explaining  the  reasons  which  led  France  in 
1680,  to  undertake  the  colonization  of  the  country  north  of  tha  Gulf 
of  Mexico.  This  memorial  is  signed  hy  l)e  la  Loulay.^^ 

9th.  1725 — questions  propounded  to  Mr.  do  la  Chaise  by  the 
^^Compagnie  des  Indes’^ — and  his  answers  thereto. 

10th.  1740 — memoir  of  the  Engineer  Huvergds  recommending  cer- 
tain works  at  the  Ealizc. 

11th.  1748 — Letter  from  IMr.  de  Yaudreuil  respecting  the  Balize 
~depth  of  the  water  at  one  of  the  passes  IS  feet. 

12th.  Letter  to  the  French  minister  respecting  wax  from  a certain 
tree,  1748.  , 

13th.  7,  I)ec.  1759 — Letter  to  the  French  minister  from  Mr.  de 
Kicheraore,  recommending  two  financial  plans. 

14th.  Letter  from  Mr.  de  liichcmorc  to  ministers,  containing  an 
account  of  all  the  officers  and  cadets  in  service. 

15th.  April,  1764 — memorial  from  IMr.  Brand,  praying  for  an  ex- 
clusive privilege  to  establish  a printing  office  in  New  Orleans. 

16th.  April,  1764 — letter  from  Mr.  d’Abaddie  lo  the  Duke  of 
Choiseul,  showing  the  advantages  of  the  colony — speaking  of  the  first 
experiments  in  the  culture  of  the  cane,  and  forwarding  samples  of 
sugars  from  the  estate  of  Chevalier  de  Masau. 

17th.  June,  1764 — letter  fi-om  the  same,  conqdaining  of  the  de- 
moralization produced  by  the  circulation  of  dc'prcciatcd  paper,  and  the 
immoderate  use  of  ardent  .sjiirits,  even  by  the  luLdicr  class  of  society. 

18th.  Memorial  of  the  merehants  of  New  Orleans  to  IMr.  d’Abad- 
die, Birectcur  General  Commandant  la  Province  de  la  Louisiana. 

19th.  4th  Dec.  1768 — letter  from  Gov.  Ulloa  to  tlie  Marquis  de 
Grimaldi,  announcing  the  revolution  in  Loui.'^iaiia — his  expulsion  and 
his  arrival  at  Havana. 

20th.  Statement  by  Gov.  Flloa  of  the  evmits  in  Louisiana — a 
document  containing,  about  300  hundred  pages,  very  full  and  very 
well  drawn  up;  whereby  it  is  clearly  demonstrated  ihat.  Aubry  in  the 
whole  matter  was  the  prlnci[i;d  infoniicr,  I’liat  liie  jilaii  was  not  for 
the  purpo.-io  of  rmnaining  under  a kingly  dominion,  luit  that  the  end 
was  fnulom — that  for  that  ])urpose  Messrs.  Noyau  and  Masau  were 
deputed  to  the  Fnglish  Govcrm>r  of  Florida,  then  ri'.-iding  at  ]^'nsa- 
cola,  lor  the  purpose  of  .securing  the  protcetlou  of  the  P>ritisli  Goveiii- 
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nient  in  bclinlf  of  the  intentleJ  Ecpublic.  That  the  Governor  of 
having  refus^ecl  all  aid,  the  address  to  France  veas  resorted  to 
by  the  rebels  as  the  means  of  concealing  their  plan.  That  the  lead- 
cr.s  were  Mr.  de  Lafreiiicrc,  a creole,  Mr.  Foucault,  Mr.  Yillere,  bro- 
ther-in-law of  Lafieniere;  Mr.  Ileri,  iMcssrs.  Noyan,  Ycrret,  Marquis; 
four  }>rothers,  Le  Koy,  who  have  since  assumed  the  name  of  Lafre-' 
liiere  ; Lore,  Ihmlieu  and  Ghauvain,  Jiidice,  de  Lery,  Parimsbourg, 
llardi  de  Boisblanc,  Thomassin,  Flcurian,  Cabare,  Piicros  and  jMillet 
— that  tlicir  place  of  meeting  was  at  a Mad.  Pradel’s,  near  the  city  of 
New  Orlean.s,  where  they  collected  to  tlie  number  of  500.  The  plan 
embraced  the  whole  of  Louisiana.  This  document  is  full  of  interest, 
and  .shows  the  cause  of  the  lukewarmness  of  the  French  Government 
in  the  whole  matter.  The  whole  statement  of  Gov.  Ulloa  is  corrobo- 
rc.ted  by  the  French  Gov.  Aubry,  v.'ho  it  appears,  v.dth  the  French 
tr<v<.t]t>  under  his  command,  was  treated  as  an  enemy  as  well  as  LTloa. 
Tims  Lafreniere,  his  brother-in-law  Yillere,  Marquis,  and  their  asso- 
ciate.^, died  victims  of  their  love  for  liberty,  and  not  of  their  love  for 
)'  riince,  as  generally  believed. 

01st.  Memorial  of  the  inhabitants  and  merchants  of  Louisiana  to 
the  King  of  France,  explaining  the  causes  which  led  to  the  expulsion 
<.'f  Llloa.  This  document,  penned  by  Jjafreniere,  was  draAvii  up  it  ap~ 
}>ears  after  the  failure  of  the  application  to  the  British  Government 
fur  protection,  on  the  standard  of  liberty  being  raised— -it  is  couched 
in  fine  language,  contains  valuable  statistical  information,  and  shows 
ti;at  liouisiana  in  its  infancy  contained  talented  men  and  noble  souls. 

OOd.  JvCtter  from  the  Marquis  de  Grimaldi  to  the  Count  of  Fuentes, 
then  Ambassador  to  the  Court  of  hh-aiicc,  giving  an  aeeount  of  a 
council  of  slate,  wherein  the  whole  matter  of  the  Louisiana  Bebellion 
is  t.»kcn  iqj — the  council  having  with  only  one  dissenting  voice  decided 
to  cun>idcr  Ijouisiana  as  a S])anish  possession.  The  Marquis  announces 
liio  :ij'poiutmont  of  Gcu,  O’Beilly  with  extraordinary  powers,  modi- 
fied, liuwcver,  )>y  the  King  of  Spain,  so  as  confine  to  ex})ul.skm  all 
<-a-es  di<:.''<'rvliig  greater  punishment.  The  Ambassador  in  the  same 
leltiM*  i^  d('sired  to  demand  of  the  King  of  France  to  di.'^ajjpiovc  the 
(•undue!  of  iiis  .^ulijeel.a  in  Louisiana.'^' 

Lbld.  J.'  tter  iVi'iii  Aubry  to  the  Ibike  of  Choiseul,  wherein  he  tries 
to  .-how  iliat  to  IhMiice  Louisiana  can  be.  of  no  advantage — and  that 

* 'rie-  inini.'krs  wliu  met  lo  decide  iii){)U  the  fate  of  Loni^i.aiia,  niter  the  ex- 
5 ul.rui[i  Ijilod,  wa  re  ihi;  Dulces  d’Alhn,  .Miuiiaii,  the  Counts  d'Aramla,  Mus- 
'(■'■ur,  Aiii(‘ga,  ami  tlie  .Mar(]uis  de  Ciirnalda. 
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to  Spain  it  can  be  of  no  otber  advantage  than  to  protect  its  Mexican 
possessions  against  smuggling.  This  letter  bears  date  1768. 

24th.  Letter  from  the  same  to  the  same,  bearing  date  24th  August, 
1769 — referring  to  his  former  accounts  of  the  doings  of  the  rebels 
from  29th  Oct.  1768,  to  20th  May,  1769 — confirming  all  the  state- 
ments of  UJloa — he  announces  the  arrival,  at  a moment  when  he  con- 
sidered all  lost,  of  a liberator,  Gen.  O’Reilly,  with  3000  troops — he 
gives  an  account  of  the  transfer  of  the  government  to  that  general — 
he  appears  tJicn  to  have  considered  the  whole  matter  as  ended,  and 
that  the  past  would  have  been  forgotten — the  leaders  having  by  his 
advice  quietly  submitted. 

25th.  1765 — 16th  Aov.  Decree  prohibiting  the  introduction  of 
slaves  from  ^Martinique,  on  account  of  their  propensity  to  poisoning. 

26th.  1766,  29tli  Sept. — letter  from  Aubry  and  Foucault,  notify- 
ing tlie  refusal  of  the  ITencli  troops  to  enter  into  the  service  of  Spain. 

27th.  1716 — letter  from  Mr.  Luclos  to  the  French  minister  rela- 
tive to  Natchez. 

28th.  No  date — finances  of  Louisiana — first  account  of  the  intro- 
duction of  government  })aper  money  in  Louisiana  by  Ordinance  of  the 
King  of  France,  bearing  date  14th  Sept.  1735 — amount  issued  200,000 
livres.  The  reasons  alleged  for  this  issue  are  the  same  which  were 
given  by  some  of  our  modern  financiers,  to  justify  their  application  to 
the  Rank  of  llie  L’uited  States  for  their  depreciated  paper,  to  enable 
the  New  Orleans  banks  to  rc.sumc  specie  payment.  At  that  epoch 
the  King  of  Franco  was  a mercluant,  had  public  stores,  and  the  circu- 
lation of  his  paper  money  was  to  have  been  obtained  by  its  being  made 
legal  tender  lor  ail  goods  purchased  from  the  public  stores.  This 
document  is  not  dated,  and  appears  to  have  been  written  in  1744-5. 

29th.  No  date — oihiiou  of  Messrs.  Bienville  and  Salmon  reoard- 
ing  the  emission  of  paper  money,  which  they  recommend. 

.30th.  Statistics  of  the  Indian  nations  from  Mobile  to  Carolina — 
plan  presented  to  secure  the  trade  then  carrying  on  between  the  In- 
dians and  Carolina.  Ihi.s  document  is  without  date,  and  appears  to 
have  been  drawn  up  uialer  the  administration  of  iJov.  de  Kerlerec. 

31st.  1740 — Muster  roll  of  all  the  ofiicers  and  cadets  in  Louisiana. 

32d.  1710,  13th  May — instruction  of  tho  King  of  Franco  to  i\lr. 
Do  la  Motho  (’adillac,  as  Loveinor  of  Louisiana.  This  document 
shows  the  great  dilficnltje.s  the  first  inhabitants  had  to  labor  under. 

33d.  1743,  21st  , .July — letter  from  A'uudreiiil  Salmon,  touobiug 
the  wax-tree. 

3 ) til,  jMemorial  of  l>r.  Brat  on  the  .same  subject. 
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o5tli.  IMeraorial  on  Natciiitoches.  This  documetit  is  interesting; 
tliat  country  is  tlicre  rcproccnted  as  faronible  to  all  the  agricultural 
products  of  Europe,  and  to  cotton,  tobacco,  &c.  It  bears  no  date,  and 
appars  to  have  been  drawn  up  by  i^Ir.  St.  Benis. 

3f»th.  1705 — report  of  the  arrival  of  103  Acadians  sent  io  Ope- 
lousas. 

oTtli.  1704,  7th  June — memorial  of  the  merchants  of  New  Orleans 
to  hlr.  d’Abbadie,  depicting  the  wretched  condition  of  the  colony 
j)rodiiced  hy  depreciated  paper  money.  This  document  contaims  a- 
juactical  refutation  of  the  credit  system  as  eulogized  by  our  ])resent 
ciiainbor  of  commerce  in  their  pamphlet  entitled  Credit  System.^’ 

It  shows  the  demoralizing  effects  produced  by  the  shadow  being  mis- 
taken  for  the  substance. 

3t?th.  1704,  lOtli  April — letter  to  5Ir.  d’Abaddie,  respecting  300(1 
Indians  collected  in  hlobile — the  advantages  of  the  colony,  and  the 
j.rogrc.^s  in  the  manufacture  of  sugar.  , . 

30th.  1704 — letter  from  Mr.  d’Abaddio  to  the  Btike  of  Cboiseul 
anii'.>iiiK-ing  the  establishment  at  Lafourche  Chetimaches,  of  about 
Indians  from  hlobilc — the  Teansas.  \ 

40ih.  1704 — statistics  of  the  colony—population  including  the  ‘ 
gtiirisoii,  180  men.  I 

•27  families — 8 girls  and  7 boys  from  1 to  10  years.  j 

80  bouses  covered  with  lataniers,  laid  out  in  straight  streets.  / 

100  acres  land  cleared  for  the  building  of  the  city.  . / 

0 oxen,  of  which  5 belong  to  tbe  King.  ' /, 

14  eow^s. 

4 bulls  belonging  to  the  King.  This  document  is  signed  ^M<asalle.^' 
41st.  1702 — letter  from  Be  Lasalle,  announcing  his  arrival  at  Pen- 
sacola and  IMobile.  Tin’s  document  is  interesting. 

4 2d.  1702,  11th  Bee. — letter  from  Be  Lasalle  to  the  minister, 
staling  that  he  has  been  compelled  to  dispatch  a vessel  to  Vera.  Cruz 
to  inform  tlie  Viceroy  of  Mexico  of  the  siege  of  St.  Augustine  by 
tiu;  Liiglirili  and  Indians,  wdtli  16  ships. 

Pensacola  ap]>cars  to  liave  been  founded  four  years  after  tlic  disco- 
very of  Louisiana. 

4.3d.  1720-^30 — lii-sfiu-y  of  the  wars  in  Louisiana — Baidaguelto  was 
lulled  in  battle  Viitli  the  Indiaiis, 
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44th.  1760 — -remarks  of  Mr.  Aubrj  on  the  rebellion  in  Louisiana. 

45th.  Memorial  on  the  finances  of  Louisiana  posterior  to  1731. 

4Gth.  1697,  14th  Oct. — Quebec,  letter  touching  information  re- 
quired about  the  Spanish  possessions  in  iMcxico  bordering  the  tribu- 
taries of  the  Mississippi:  this  document  is  interesting;  it  speaks  of 
Lasalle,  and  presents  some  remarks  on  the  mines. 

47th.  26th  dul}’ — Lartaguettc  in  Louisiana  speaks  of  the  inunda- 
tion by  the  Mississippi;  its  waters  having  risen  to  the  garrets  of  houses 
in  New  Orleans. 

48th.  22d  February,  1759 — survey  of  the  domains  of  the  King 
adjoining  Mrs.  Pradebs  plantation. 

49th.  1748,  21st  iMay — memorial  of  Mr.  Gradesfils  in  Louisiana, 
showing  the  great  advantages  of  that  colony. 

50th.  Project  of  colonization  for  Loui.siana,  demand  of  a large 
tract  of  land  on  condition  of  its  being  cultivated  in  tol)acco,  cotton, 
sugar-cane  and  indigo.  This  project,  drawn  up  in  4'ersailles,  bears 
no  date. 

51st.  1717 — memorial  of  Mr.  Hubert  on  Louisiana,  attempting  to 
show  that  the  colonization  of  that  country,  if  energotii'ally  pursued, 
would  gradually  lead  to  the  conquest  of  the  whole  of  North  America. 

52d.  Memorial  to  show  that  Louisiana  might  become  as  important 
as  Mexico. 

53d.  1719 — memorial  of  Mr.  Rienvillc  announcing  tlio  fall  of  Pen- 
sacola into  his  hands,  and  the  events  ensuing  ihe  .^ame. 

54th.  1738 — insignificant  letter  respecting  the  Jesuits, 

55th.  1754,  20tli  Sept. — letter  from  Mr.  dc  Kerlerec  to  Hauber- 
ville,  on  the  necessity  of  military  station  at  the  Lalize.  This  letter 
contains  an  interesting  account  of  tlie  mouth  of  tlic  river,  and  a pro- 
posal to  establish  there  a floating  battery  wilii  heavy  guns. 

56th.  Statement  of  occurrences  in  Piloxi. 

57th,  Project  to  restore  confidence  in  Jyoiiisiana  destroyed  by  irre- 
deemable paper  money;  ])roposal  to  make  the  King’s  })ajvjr  legal  ten- 
der ; form  of  an  edict.  Tins  document  must  have  b-'mi  written  some 
time  aliout  1751. 

O^th.  Memorial  on  Louisiana,  ivpreseniing  the  necessity  of  retain- 
ing that  col'iny,  in  Older  to  j»rcvcnt  the  Ivnglish  bi coming  ma.sters  of 
not  (.tnly  tlie  whole  of  North  America,  but  also  of  iMcxico.  Ry  this 
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Oocuracni  it  appears,  that  iMr.  St.  Denis  licaded  the  20  Canaiiinns  on 
the  exjiloring  expedition  frum  the  Red  River  to  the  proviiiee  of 
Leon  in  Mexico;  it  aj'poars  to  have  been  written  about  the  year 

1715. 

59th.  Memorial  on  the  same  subject  at  the  same  epoch. 

GOth.  do,  do. 

Gist.  1G92,  14th  Sept. — account  of  tlie  altaci:  by  five  60  gun  ves- 
sels of  the  Fort  Louis  iu  Louisiana,  under  tim  command  of  Mr.  dc 
Bouillon,  Governor  of  ^Newfoundland. 

G2d.  1760 — memorial  for  the  colonization  of  the  Mississip]>i. 

God.  List  of  the'  officers  under  the  command  of  Bartaguette,  and 
in  Louisiana. 

G4th.  1749,  17th  Dta?.— .raemorial  of  Mr.  Le  Bailly  Messager,  on 
Louisiana.  This  document  is  interesting  ; a central  power  is  ])roposed 
to  be  est;d dished  on  the  AYabash — fertility  of  the  soil,  Yc. 

Gotli,  1750 — memorial  of  the  same,  on  the  same  subject. 

GCth.  1754,  Gth  March — memorial  on  Louisiana;  by  Mr.  Colorn, 
to  iDcr(:ase  the  commerce  of  Louisiana  with  tlie  Islands  cond  the  me- 
trojtolis;  the  plan  embraces  tlie  whole  of  the  basin  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  is  iat<.nesting. 

G7th.  No  date — report  of  three  commission cr.s  touching  an  inter- 
view with  the  Governor  of  Pensacola,  de  Galve,  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
vising the  means  to  prevent  the  English  talcing  pos.session  of  that  post. 
Betermination  on  the  part  of  the  Governor  of  Pensacola  to  rely  upon 
the  77a//  of  Pope  Alexander  the  YI.,  conceding  the  line  ISO  to  the 
Catholic  Ivings,  the  power  of  the  Pope  to  grant  crowns  repudiated  by 
(he  cominissions.  Tliis  document  is  curious,  and  appears  to  have  been 
written  in  1700. 

GSth.  1709 — observations  on  the  Jjk/I  of  Pope  Alexander;  de- 
velopment of  the  immense  advantages  to  be  derived  by  Prance  from 
the  }>ns;.«cssi.m  of  Ijouisiami. 

G9(h.  1701,  17lh  JuN — memorial  on  Tmuisiana;  advice  to  the 
King  as  to  the  measures  to  be  adopted  for  its  welfare. 

70th.  1709,  27th  April — imnnorial  on  Louisiana;  situation  of  the 
colony. 

71st.  1712,  June — memorial  of  j^Ir.  'ifioris  de  Gouville,  on  the  ad- 
vantages of  Loui.-.iana,  and  the  causes  which  have  checked  all  progress 
in  that  country . 

72(1.  No  date — memorial  oir  fortifications  lavguircd. 

7dd.  173'^,  10th  -May — lluhcrt’s  memorial  on  l./Ouisiana.  Tliis 
docuiiK'nt  is  very  iutere.sting  for  its  statistical  iiifoniiation. 
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' 74tli.  1714 — memorial  to  show  the  necessity  of  inviting  emigration 
to  Louisiana.  This  document  is  interesting,  and  contains  extracts  of 
letters  from  Crozat. 

75th.  17 IG — great  and  masterly  development  of  the  destinies  of 
Louisiana.  ' 

70th.  1714,  17th  April — memorial  on  the  wretched  condition  of 
the  colony. 

77th.  171G — a memorial  is  to  bo  found  on  Louisiana  after  Lasalle’s 
discovery,  in  the  registers  of  the  navy  department,  8 f.j  123  vg. 
(This  is  a memorandum  in  this  portfolio.) 

7Stli.  1720 — memorial  on  the  fortifications  of  Pensacola,  and  of 
the  impossibility  on  account  of  the  nature  of  the  soil  to  establish  good 
foundations. 

79th.  1723 — letter  and  memorial  of  i>Ir.  Hubert  on  the  advantages 
of  Louisiana. 

80th.  1753 — proliibition  l,»y  the  Marquis  Duquesne  against  the  ex- 
portation of  grain  from  Canada ; he  styles  himself  Governor  of  ^Ga 
Aouvelle  Ihance,  and  of  all  the  lands  and  countries  of  Louisiana.’’ 

81st.  1755 — Quebec,  Canada,  proces  verbal  of  a voyage  to  the 
river  Senaramixi. 

82d.  1751,  Tombechbe,  18th  June — letter  announcing  the  capture 
of  five  deserters ; speeches  of  the  Indians  who  brought  them  back,  to 
obtain  their  pardon.  . - ' • ' . 

83d.  1787 — extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  de  Yiliiers  on  the  sub- 
ject of  a tobacco  contract  with  the  King  of  Spain.  . . 

84th.  Canada,  1753 — ordinance' of  the  Marquis  Duquesne,  fixing 
the  maximum  of  wheat  to  3 livres  per  minot  on  plantations,  and  3 
livres  10  sols  in  town.  • • 

85th.  171G — memorial  of  Mr.  Crozat  on  Louisiana,  important  de- 
velopments. . 

8Gth.  1751,  15lh  July — accusation  of  3Ir.  Michel  against  Mr. 
.Pleuriah,  procurcur-general,  and  CajUain  Darneville. 

87tli.  Ko  date — memorial  explanatory  of  patent  letters  proposed  to 
the  Iving. 

88th.  17C9 — grievances  against  Governor  ITloa  and  Aubry.  Tlie 
document  is  not  signed.  . • 

^9ih.  1745 — interc.4ing  memorial  on  the  admini^iration  of  Louis- 
iana. l>y  this  document  it  appear.s  that  the  Pi>uliues  are  bound  to  at- 
tend to  tlu^  lios])i(al,  and  to  educate  30  orphan  girls. 

90th.  171G — letters  patent  pri>j-.cted  for  Louisiana. 
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91st.  IGG’2 — memorials  respecting  the  doings  of  the  "West  India 
Company  ; forms  of  concessions. 

92d.  1723 — memorial  on  the  rivers,  lands  and  Indians  of  Missoml. 
This  document  is  interesting,  and  shows  that  there  was  a traffic  then 
carrying  on  between  Missouri  and  iMcxico. 

93d.  Xo  date — memorial  for  a concession  of  lands  from  Manchac. 
to  Xhnv  Orleans. 

91th.  Xo  date — memorial  on  the  subject  of  Father  Beaubois,  supe- 
rior of  the  Missionnaircs  Jesuites’^  in  Louisiana.  This  document  ap- 
pears to  have  been  addressed  to  Governor  Bienville. 

95th.  1738 — memorial  of  Governor  Bienville,  touching  his  intended 
0])eratious  against  the  Chicachas. 

9Gth,  1735 — opinion  of  Mr.  Bienville  in  case  of  vrar. 

97th.  1735,  25th  August — Mr.  Bienville  sends  an  account  on 
Georgia;  of  their  system  of  colonization,  &c.  This  document  is  in- 
tere.^'ting. 

08 th.  1735,  20th  Sept. — Mr.  de  Bienville  on  the  Chicachas. 

99th.  1735,  14th  April — Mr.  do  Bienville  on  the  Indians. 

lOOtli.  1739,  25th  3Iarch — do.  do. 

101st.  Xo  date — report  on  the  necessity  of  separating  the  govern- 
ment of  Louisiana  from  that  of  Canada,  to  which  under  the  West 
India  Company  it.  was  attached.  This  document  was  evidently  written 
in  1731 ; recommends  a new  organization. 

102d.  1731,  25ih  March — Mr.  Faria  advi.ses  the  minister  of  the 
defeat  of  the  Benards,  by  the  Illinois  iind  other  Indians  living  on  the 
bijrdcr.s  of  Canada ; he  enters  into  some  details  respecting  Indian  war- 
f.n-e.  Speaks  of  one  of  the  passes  at  the  Balize  having  17  feet  water, 
which  shortly  before  had  only  12  ; is  of  opinion  that  two  vessels  em- 
pbn’ed  tlireo  months  each  year,  say  April,  May  and  June,  would  give 
22  f«*ot  on  tlie  bar.  Speaks  of  a report  by  him  on  tlie  Balize  which 
1 have  not  yet  found.  This  document  is  very  interesting. 

l'>3d.  20ih  August — account  of  the  Xatchez  war,  by  Mr.  DTron, 
1731. 

19 1th.  1735 — Mr.  de  Bienville  on  Louisiana  in  case  of  war;  its 
relation  with  ilic  Indians. 

lUotli.  1737',  2tUli  ])ce. — Mr.  Bienville’s  report  of  two  expeditious 

the  Chactavs  agaiteV  the  Chicachas. 

lUtlih.  17;1''',  Litli  Aiigmst — Mr.  Bienville’s  report  of  deserters 
Vn’ought  back  by  the  Alibaniou.s. 

F*7tli.  173>S,  2t)th  X}>ril — Mr.  Biemille’s  report  on  the  interior  of 
Illinois  and  Ohio,  and  of  the  Indians  there. 
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108th.  1738,  22d  March — Mr.  Eieiiville’s  report  of  an  exploring 
voyage  to  the  river  Jaehoux  (Yazoo),  details  on  those  countries;  dis- 
cover}^ of  the  Chicachas  road  which  led  to  the  voyage. 

109th.  1738,  20th  May—Mr.  Bienville’s  report  of  the  voyage  of 
exploration  on  the  Ydihash ; interesting  account  of  the  adjoining 
country. 

110th.  1702,  20th  June — memorial  of  iMr.  d’Iberville  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi, the  Mobile,  and  surrounding  countries;  their  inhabitants, 
latitudes  of  many  places  taken  by  him;  statistics  of  all  the  Indian 
nations,  including  the  Illinois  and  Oliio.  He  states  the  number  of 
families  at  21,800;  plan  of  action  propo.'cd.  This  document  is  ably 
drawn  up  and  full  of  interest;  it  bears  the  signature  of  Mr.  d’Iber- 
ville. 

111th.  1708,  25th  Feb.-— memorial  of  Mr.  Bartaguette,  giving  an 
account  of  the  information  received  by  him  from  Mr.  Bemny  of  the 
fort  of  Louisiana;  statistical  report  on  iMobilc. 

112th.  Letter  from  Bienville,  witli  a full  account  of  the  doings  in 
Mobile  and  Louisiana;  represents  the  country  in  a state  of  great 
poverty;  contains  interesting  information  on  the  Indians  and  the 
English. 

113th.  1731 — letter  from  Mr.  de  St.  Benis  to  Mr.  Salmon,  giving 
an  account  of  a battle  with  the  Indians. 

114th.  17G3 — evacuation  of  Louisiana.  It  is  proposed  to  send  to 
St.  Bomingo  the  troops  in  Louisiana ; this  plan  is  a]>proved. 

115th.  13  Fructidor  An  10,  General  Milford  Tastanagy  proposes 
to  answer  the  application  made  hy  the  American  minister  for  the  pur- 
chase of  Louisiana;  General  Milford  ])romi''es  to  prove  to  the  lii‘st 
consul  that  a cession  would  bo  fatal  to  France. 

116th.  1747,  Feb. —Governor  yamlreuil  states  bis  preparations  in 
case  of  attack  by  ibc  F>nglish;  sends  a j)Iau  of  tlie  mouth  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi (not  yet  found)  ; says  that  the  bar  at  the  Balize  contains  11 
or  12  feet,  mud  and  sandy  bottom,  and  15^  IG  and  17  feet  on  the 
eastern  pass,  and  a shorter  bar. 

117th.  1712,  Sth  Sept. — memorial  (o  prcveiit  debauchery  (libcr- 
tiuage)  in  Louisiana. 

llSth.  1762, 13th  Nov. — cession  of  Loui.-iaua  to  Spain  ; ratification 
by  (be  King  of  Spain, 

llOtli.  Questions  by  (Icncral  A’ictor  to  the  1’ir.st  Gonsul  regarding 
Louisiana  and  hi.s  aiuwt:.rs, 

120th.  1753 — Air.  do  Kcrlerec,  suit  of  Andre  Band. 

121st.  1701 — memorial  of  Mr.  d’lhcrvillc  on  Bonsacola. 
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1‘22(1.  1703 — project  to  tjike'  Charleston  and  to  burn  it. 

123d.  1750,  1st  Fel). — letter  of  Pierre  Rigaut,  Marquis  de  Vau- 
dreuil,  informing  tiie  King  of  the  necessity  he  had  been  under  of  is- 
suing paper  money, 

12-lth.  Memorandum  to  show  in  what  light  the  West  India  Com- 
pany ought  to  have  been  considered  by  the  French  Government. 

125th.  No  date — memorial  of  the  West  India  Company. 

12<ith.  1G85 — memorial  of  the  West  India  Company. 

127th.  1753,  8th  March — Mr.  Kerlerec  announcing  his  arrival  in 
Louisiana,  he  gives  an  account  of  his  reception,  and  some  statistical 
details. 

128th.  1770,  16th  June— memorial  of  Mr.  Robe;  Ordonnaieur 
of  Loui.siana. 

120th.  1715 — instructions  of  the  King  to  Messrs.  I amothe,  Ca- 
dillac and  Duclos,  Governor  and  Ordonnateur  of  Louisiana. 

LlOth.  1752 — three  tables  to  carry  on  the  official  correspondence 
IkM  ween  the  colon}"  and  its  metropolis  by  the  means  of  ciphers,  and 
tlic  key  for  the  same. 

No.  520  St.  Yago ; No.  530  lui;  No.  540  ah;  No.  550  Croix; 
No  460  beau;  400  Canada,  <fec.  ' ^ 

loLst.  1732,  9th  May — proccs  verbal  Messrs.  Perrier  and  Sal- 
mon ros])ecting  the  arrival  of  146  Swiss  soldiers. 

132d.  1760,  2d  June — result  of  the  sitting  at  the  government 
house  respecting  certain  works  to  he  undertaken. 

133d.  1707,  22d  June — proposals  of  Mr.  le  Count  do  Ponchartrain 
for  the  formation  of  a Company  in  Louisiana. 

131th.  1733 — Mr.  de  Pienville  announces  his  arrival  at  the  Cape 
I'Vaneois;  hopes  to  be  in  New  Orleans  30  days  after. 

135th.  1732, 12th  May — letter  from  Mr.  Salmon  touching  the  con- 
dnion  uf  Louisiana  and  IMobile. 

Fkitli.  1715 — extract  of  a letter  written  at  Caskasias,  a village  in 
Illinois,  sometimes  called  ITmmaculec  conception  clc  la  Ste.  Auerge, 
d.it'  d Itth  ,Nov.  1 7 12,  by  Father  Cahriel  Marcst,  a Jesuit  residing 
Muce  .‘■‘•veral  years  in  tliat  country  as  a missionary.  This  letter  was 
j'rinted  iii  J715  in  the  “T/cttres  Glifiantcs;'^  it  is  full  of  interest,  and 
(■  'htains  great  .statistical  information. 

lo^tli.  1 /i»l,  12(1)  ])ec. — letter  of  Mr.  Tliiton  do  Sileque  in  behalf 
el  Mr.  de  Kerlerec,  stating  his  services  for  the  King, 

Ljsil).  — pu  fniv  of  the  troubles  in  Louisiana,  and  of  the 

'b  tumalizatiou  occasioned  Ity  paper  money;  ])hm  to  restore  confidence; 
nnuns  recommomlcd ; coerce  forthwith  the  withdrawal  of  paper 
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money  and  its  payment  in  This  document  appears  to  have  been 

written  in  1760. 

No  date — Mr.  de  Kerlercc  asks  the  cordon  rouge  and  sends  his 
feuille  de  service.” 

139th.  No  date — remarks  on  the  commerce  of  Louisiana  and  its  ces- 
sion to  Spain.  This  document  must  have  been  written  in  1770. 

140th.  1764,  May — memorial  of  Mr.  dc  Kerlerec  on  the  advan- 
tages of  a commercial  treaty  with  Spain,  with  a view  of  establishing 
an  entrqyot  in  New  Orleans. 

141st.  1764,  May — -letter  of  Mr.  dc  Kerlercc  enclosing  the  above 
memorial. 

142d.  No  date — extracts  of  all  the  letters  of  Mr.  de  Kerlerec  on 
the  demoralized  condition  of  Louisiana.  This  document  must  have 
been  written  in  1764. 

143d.  No  date — memorial  of  the  corps  of  engineers ; the  artillery 
and  cadets  of  Louisiana. 

144th.  No  date — memorial  on  the  population  of  Louisiana  ; Paris 
and  other  large  cities  of  the  kingdom  had  Ijcen  sending  to  Louisiana 
their  debauched  women ; fortunatel}"  for  the  colony,  sa>'s  the  paper, 
the  women  died  as  they  arrived;  recommends  colonization  on  a more 
respectable  plan. 

145th.  No  date — memorial  on  Louisiana,  from  vrhich  it  appears 
that  the  Capucins  established  themselves  there  in  1722;  that  their 
establishment  obtained  the  royal  sanction  on  the  15ih  duly,  1725. 
That  the  first  treaty  between  the  Jesuits  and  the  "West  India  Company 
was  entered  into  in  1721;  and  that  they  obtained  the  royal  sanction 
to  their  establishment  on  the  20th  February  and  17th  August,  1726; 
that  their  ecclesiastical  functions  were  subject  to  the  control  of  the 
Superior  of  the  Capucins. 
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146th.  1765-1767 — coiTCspomlence  of  Aubry  and  Foucault  with 
the  government  touching  the  adininibtrati.m  of  tiie  country. 

147th.  1763 — project  of  evacuation  of  Louisiana  l^y  the  French  on 
the  cession  to  S[)ain. 

LlSth.  No  date — memorial  on  TiOuisiaiia.  Tliis  document  appears 
to  have  been  written  towards  the  year  173<i  ; it  is  remarhable  for  its 
exten-ive  views  ; it  tnads  of  the  country  (.f  21obile,  of  the  llali/.e,  of 
its  passes,  ot  the  country  between  the  Lali/.c  and  New  Orleans,  of  the 
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ncigliborliood  of  this  cit}",  of  Pointc  Couple,  of  Natchez,  or  Arkan- 
sas, of  Illinois ; it  contains  40  pages,  and  concludes  by  offering  a plan 
of  colonization  for  the  v^diolo.  On  tlic  passes  it  states  : — 

‘Oliver  St.  Louis  (Mississippi)  throws  itself  into  the  sea  by  five 
mouths,  thus  distinguished  : eastern  pass,  south-east  pass,  south  pass, 
south-west  pass,  and  the  Balize.  In  17:10  the  south  pass  was  the  only- 
one  n-ed.'^ 

“ It  has  been  observed  since  these  passes  have  been  used  that  only 
one  or  two  can  be  navigated  at  the  same  time,  and  that  even  then 
they  liavc  only  10  to  12  feet  water  on  their  bars,  which  vary  each 
year  according  to  the  violence  of  the  winds,’^  &c.  &c.  - 

“Besides  these  five  passes,  the  river  throws  its  waters  through 
smaller  issues  forced  by  it,  and  called  Bayous.  If  three  of  the 
above  passes  were  closed,  as  also  the  bayous,  all  the  waters  would  be 
forced  into  the  two  passes  situated  in  opposite  directions,  such  as  the 
pass  of  the  east  and  the  south-west  pass;  the  current  being  increased 
tlicrc  would  be  less  deposits;  besides  the  wind  from  the  sea,  which 
would  stem  the  current  of  one  pass,  by  throwing  a greater  bulk  of 
water  i!i  the  other  v^ould  increase  its  current,  whereby  the  bar  thereof 
would  clear  itself  of  mud  deposits,  &c.  &c.  These  passes  and  bayous 
may  be  easily  closed  by  three  or  four  rows  of  iiilotis  placed  close  to 
each  other,  and  at  a distance  of  about  150  to  200  toises  from  the 
mouth  of  the  ^Mississippi  to  the  pass.  The  interval  would  serve  as  a 
bed  for  the  drift  wood,  wLich  being  tlius  stopped  would  soon  be 
covered  with  tlie  deposits  of  the  river.  I believe  that  such  a work 
would  soon  afibrd  a great  protection  against  the  river.^^ 

At  tlie  time  this  memorial  was  written,  the  sugar-cane  W’as  producing 
2o00  pounds  of  sugar,  besides  the  molasses. 

A ])hm  is  presented  for  the  employment  of  325  white  families,  and 
Bvd'bO  Mucks,  in  the  cultivation  of  the  sugar  cane  and  tobacco. 

1 Ibth.  1 710 — memorial  on  the  advantages  to  Louisiana  of  inviting 
the  Acuilians  established  at  Detroit  to  return  to  tliis  colony- 

L:><hli.  J I < Si — memorial  of  Mad.  Dubreuil,  praying  for  a pension 
frmu  the  Irc'ucli  (lovernment,  as  daughter  of  Mr.  Deluchaise,  director 
»»f  till'  \\  e.st  India  (\un]>any,  who  was  the  first  adtninistrator  of  Louis- 
iana, whose  wisdom  and  activity  tended  to  consolidate  the  colony. 

L>J,'t.  No  date — inemoiial  of  the  citizen  Bouncvic  to  tlie  citizen 
Iheivs,  minister  of  rnarim'  and  the  colonies,  ju’oposing  to  undertake 
an  exjdoriug  voyage  from  the  western  part  of  Louisiana  to  the  Bacific 
(Veioi. 

L»2d.  17ol — expose  by  Mr.  Colon  of  the  advantages  to  ITnuce  of 
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the  possession  of  Louisiana.  This  paper  is  highly  interesting  and 
full  of  statistical  information ; it  treats  fully  of  the  agi'iculture  of  the 
country. 

153d.  1751 — memorial  of  Mr.  Colon  on  the  commerce  of  Louisiana. 

154th.  1754 — project  of  association  for  Louisiana  by  Mr.  Colon. 

155th.  No  date — picture  of  the  wretched  condition  of  the  colony 
produced  by  the  depreciated  currency;  plan  to  restore  confidence. 
This  document  must  have  been  penned  about  the  year  1765  or  '6.  . 

15Gth.  An  12,  Frimaire  20 — -proces  verbal  of  tbe  prise  de  pos- 
session’’ of  Louisiana  by  France.  This  document  is  signed  Laussat, 
and  is  addressed  to  the  citizen  DeerC^s,  minister  of  marine  and  the 
colonies. 

157th.  1766  to  1768 — private  letters  of  Mr.  Foucault  to  tbe  French 
minister,  No.  1 to  70. 

158th.  Paris — 29  Fructidor — An  0 — memoranda  on  Louisiana  by 
Mr.  Joseph  Pontalba,  of  Louisiana.  Its  position  as  to  the  United 
States;  its  population;  the  character  of  its  inhabitants;  its  culture; 
its  commerce  ; its  resources;  the  importance  it  might  acquire  and  the 
means  to  obtain  the  same.  Speaks  of  a plan  proposed  by  a rich  in- 
habitant of  Ohio  (evidently  Gen.  'Wilkinson),  to  detach  the  whole  of 
the  western  country  from  the  east,  to  form  an  independent  govern- 
ment with  Louisiana,  &c.  &c.  This  document,  dated  Croissy,  near 
Chalons,”  is  addressed  to  the  minister  l)ecr<5s. 

159th.  1803,  20th  Dec. — the  31onitcur,”  containing  the  Procla- 
mation of  Wm.  C.  C.  Claiborne,  announcing  the  6e  possession” 

of  Louisiana.  This  paper.  No,  378,  gives  a full  account  of  all  the 
events  accompanying  this  change : the  new  organ! mtion  and  the  ap- 
pointments made. 

160th.  1709 — extract  of  a memorial  by  Mr.  I'lamleville,  ensign  of 
the  Vaubant  Company  in  Louisiana. 

161st.  No  date — memorial  praying  tbe  King  to  commute  the  pe- 
nalty incurred  by  smugglers  to  trausportation  to  I.ouisiaua, 

162d.  No  date — memorial  on  Louisiana  after  the  treaty  of  pieace 
of  1764. 

IGod.  Corrcs})ondcnc‘C  of  Mossi's.  de  Kcrlcrccand  Foucault  on  the 
disordered  state  of  the  administration  in  Louisiana  ; complaints  of  the 
quality  of  the  gv>ods  liom  France  for  the  King’s  stores;  insulx.wdination 
of  the  oflicers. 

164(h.  iToil,  30th  Sept. — imj^ortant  ohscrvatioTi  on  the  commerce 
of  Louisiana,  which  3lr.  Duhieuil  takes  the  liberty  of  submitting  to 
the  King. 
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lG5tb.  1794 — A)i  2 — 16  Floreal — Paris — letter  from  the  Ameri- 
can citizen  Mountflorencc;  to  the  “ Comity  de  Salut  Public/'  handing 
extracts  from  a Boston  paper,  announcing  that  there  was  a revolution 
preparing  in  Louisiana  to  shake  off  the  Spanish  yoke,  and  to  follow 
the  impulsion  given  by  North  America. 

ICGth.  1763,  10th  June — Messrs.  Bienville  and  Salmon,  on  the. 
coimnerce  with  Spain  and  the  cultures  of  the  colony. 

367th.  1701 — account  by  Mr.  Laniothe  de  Cadillac  respectii>^  the 
destruction  of  the  Indians  on  the  Huron  and  Erie. 

ICStli.  1761,  10th  Sept.— letter  from  hlr.  de  Kerlerec  complain- 
ing of  the  insubordination  of  certain  officers,  &c. 

lG9th.  1716 — memorial  on  Louisiana;  means  to  take  for  protect- 
ing Louisiana  against  the  English  and  the  Spaniards. 

170th.  No  date — -project  of  letters  patent  of  the  King,  granting  a 
conces.sion  to  the  lYest  India*  Company,  for  thirty  years  of  the  com- 
merce of  Louisiana  discovered  by  Mr.  Belasalle.  This  document 
must  have  been  written  in  1711  or  12  ; it  grants  great  privileg{^  to  the 
coin})any,  and  is  divided  by  articles. 

171st.  No  date — articles  rejected  from  the  above  project  of  letters 
j>atcnt  prayed  for  by  Mr.  Buebe. 

172d.  1708 — memorial  on  the  formation  of  a commercial  company 
in  Louisiana. 

173d.  1733 — letter  of  Messrs,  de  Bienville  and  Salmon  respecting 
a Mr.  Claude  Jausset  dit  Laloire;  the  first  born  Louisianian. 

3 74th.  1733 — Messrs.  Bienville  and  Salmon  on  the  interdiction  of 
the  Jesuits  in  Nev/  Orleans;  they  remonstrate  against  such  interdic- 
tion, and  regret  that  virtuous  men  should  be  removed  to  make  room 
for  the  dissolute. 

17bth.  1733,  6th  March — letter  from  Mr.  Perrier  announcing  the 
transfer  by  him  of  the  government  of  Louisiana. 

lV6di.  1733,  28th  July — letter  of  JMcssrs.  Bierivillc  and  Salmon 
advisHig  the  receipt  of  the  classing  of  officers  by  the  minister. 

177t!i.  1733,  22d  Sept. — letter  from  the  same,  relative  to  the  mar- 
riage of  an  officer,  Mr.  Iffiissonniere,  with  a Miss  Tnuleuu,  in  defiance 
of  his  .su|>oriors. 

17^'tli.  1733 — letter  from  Messrs.  Bienville  and  Salmon,  relative 
to  the  “ ('onseil  Siipei  ieur.” 

179tli.  1733,  oUlli  S\'})t. — memorial  complaining  of  the  irredeem- 
al-le  jiapcr  money  h ft  by  the  West  India  Company,  and  of  ibe  loss 
tu  (allied  by  the  widow  of  a lUr.  ialias,  director  of  the  ‘Hmucesslo-i 
of  law." 


.vt.. 


^cril  ‘i5l''3^— ihfiVf— m 4vir/  .luiH 

CT.7/  U‘<5j  V ofbi?^^'  ,t^pvj J-j^’-' a^f-:0.  H'm^yjf  &rj/fihi9\ 

%■  :’i::il.^  mji  ’!»«:■>.•■.{«  <arrxl  ?ii  |^f^1^'4v^<^ 

. '^'  ^ - »’»-'■'  ■■'■■■  '^,  . . ydi^tmA  Of 

m imcuU^  Uaa  /Oil  ,;:iv«d|- ' 

o-'-Cii^  fjtf  fhiHHi$ii^.Jift  ai;V0'» 

"U<  n:nu,iii^mhi:'i:i  ;>,!»  h)  ^ni 
,'|M1-J%  iwS  o4»^  ( ^v<t<^A..ii;:.^I  m i0mm{ix^.  a I'^i.  ■ ^ 


->:ft 


■ml*'r,j  t'^^lhhq  iisatg  li  ^ w rf'^4  n*:>o4 

• jrof'wm  ■ij^l;lwrbl'iri|>  at  fuu  .'  M '--tJ«nv> 
5Tddi*  oJ-J  fuo-i'V  .j-ilt  l 

.Oai;Asi 

{/.‘moiiuitoy  a %'i  fiyilm'-io'S  •3<I'J'  <r&.  C X 

;.,yr„ ■ i )oJ  tU 
rtOii?J*i8  hiiA  fHhaoi'i  h'.h-i^nM  V SJ:  ♦ .J  mSTT 

.«r;ff*s;* '-?>•* ;%l  rtiocf  l«1a  M)  l&doii^i  4ib  ^r^.^Jril.^lauO  .iH  fi 
')o  iHii  a^ floail/;H  i.'/.ii  ..».*#;■  ^}»vK — v>«iT f .4lMt 

••P'ii;t'.'Uii  ■4oi?»'  iaSSi/tjyjn.  ; ^MWt'iO  Vi-'j'iC  m ?ri!;i;.>T.  viJl 

v i 'Mu:  <',5  l^youiM  *4-  iw. ;!):::  f-  : yi  1^:/:  ^noiJ 

i>iii  vj^ris-'t  Jj(t,,SvTf  .tUc7( 

>,/  rai.il  ^if '’iV/tili.J 

.i^Uji,  o[n7tf?)iU  lo  4^'vl 

ddl.^d  yi » <ffio  k*  ;,«]butls  k> j : ; 
u.t  ■>.■»■!/,?'>:«  v.ii'  raat),  /^>Vi  j'jTTI 

.'I'-'fli  > -a*  Y’!  ' 

tvlMn-— JiT.T  t 
" :n:-K,'r:^:-<  li^--'-r<»'>  '*  *}dl  ftl ' 

-mmitfrft  ?}4J  '^o  y^mai^tqrno  ^ , r\klk  ^^ttl 

4^4  iyi.1t  la-  bit  a AtlHirrfrr  'sh  ■* 

bfiyfh  v>iyry^jh  .vl^  it  $^%lrfW  i)iii  yd 

,.',  /.  v,;;  ,fv. ,’  /’.wrf 


11,'  iJ.:-j,i»«i’jD  gt>iX'.  16  4 

' ■"  ' ' / "'■ 

ha^  mhn-yid  ,sxt5:£tM  si 


58 


niSTORICAL  COLLECTIONS  OF  LOUISIANA. 


180th.  1731,  April  3d — Messrs,  de  Bienville  and  Salmon,  their 
answer  to  the  proposal  of  a paper  emission;  are  of  opinion  that  the 
King’s  paper  would  enjoy  a better  credit  than  that  of  the  West  India 
Company,  but  that  the  inhabitants  had  lost  so  heavily  by  the  emis- 
sions of  that  company,  that  much  time  would  be  required  before  paper 
currency  could  again  obtain  general  circulation,  and  that  to  attain 
such  an  end  it  would  bo  requisite  that  the  contemplated  issues  should 
carry^with  them  undoubted  guarantees. 

181st.  1734,  28th  April — Mr.  de  Bienville  on  the  subject  of  a 
petition  against  him. 

182d.  1734,  2Gth  April — letter  of  Mr,  de  Bienville  and  Salmon, 
on  the  subject  of  difficulties  regarding  the  rank  of  officers. 

183d.  No  date— necessity  for  a larger  force  in  Louisiana;  pro- 
posal to  increase  the  number  of  soldiers  in  the  same  proportion  as  the 
English,  in  lime  of  peace  as  well  as  in  time  of  war,  observing  that 
the  increase-  of  the  French  navy  was  only  a casus  belli  with  the 
English. 

184th.  17G1,  Madrid  Sth  and  10th  Bee. — letter  from  the  Marquis 
d’Ossun  to  Mr.  de  Kerlcrec,  on  the  preparations  to  be  made  in  case 
of  attack  by  the  English. 

185th.  Without  date — memorial  on  the  disastrous  effects  of  the 
jnonopole  granted  to  the  West  India  Company. 

18Gth.  No  date — pro  forma  expenses  to  be  incurred  by  the  King 
in  taking  back  Louisiana. 

. 187th.  No  date — memorial  representing  the  increase  of  population 
of  the  English  in  Canada,  and  the  necessity  from  its  neighborhood  to 
Louisiana,  to  take  the  nec-essary  measures  to  prevent  its  loss. 

188th.  1731,  23d  June — retrocession  by  the  West  India  Company 
of  its  privilege.s  to  the  King.  The  concession  extended  to  Illinois. 
By  this  document  it  appears  that  the  letters  patent  were  granted  by 


180th.  No  date — proposal  b3^  the  .syndics  and  directors  of  the  West 
India  Com])any. 

lOthh.  Nit  date — project  of  ordinance  to  accept  the  retrocession  b}’ 
ihc  West  India  Comjiany. 

M'Jst.  iVoji'ct  of  deliberation  b}*  the  syndics  and  directors  of  the 
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West  India  Company,  for  tlic  retrocession  of  the  privileges  of  the 
company. 

192d.  17G0,  7 Dec. — Mr.  do  llochemore,  attributing  to  the  agio 
of  depreciated  currency  the  wretclicd  condition  of  Louisiana. 

193d.  1788,  *27th  March — document  v/hereby  it  would  appear  that 
Mrede  Villars,  commissioner  of  Louisiana  for  the  King,  had  addressed 
him  to  the  following  effect  under  date  of  27th  March,  1788.  That 
General  Wilkinson,  one  of  the  largest  proprietors  in  the  new  State  of 
Iventucky,  had  come  down  to  Louisiana,  giving  to  understand  to  the 
administrators  of  the  colony,  that  the  adjoining  United  States  had 
come  to  the  determination  of  forcing  a passage  through  the  Missis- 
sippi, the  navigation  of  which  to  remain  hereafter  open  to  both  coun- 
trie.Sj  but  that  he  had  obtained  of  them  to  suspend  their  movements 
until  his  return.” 

On  the  other  hand,  Messrs.  Vincent  and  Marbois  observe  that 
}>cople  are  in  great  error  if  they  think  that  Congress  can  entertain 
such  ideas,  that  the  population  of  the  western  country  can  only  in- 
crease at  the  expense  of  the  13  Eastern  State.s,  these  States  possess- 
ing really  only  a border  country  of  about  100  leagues  on  the  ocean. 

191th.  1772,  13th  Feb. — claims  of  the  ‘^Fermiers  Gcn^raiix”  on 
the  merchants  of  Ijouisiana  for  arrears  of  dutfes. 

lOoth.  1716 — instructions  of  the  King  to  Messrs.  I’Espinoy  and 
Hubert,  “ commissaire  ordonnateur,”  respecting  Louisiana. 

190th.  1723,  Paris — letter  of  Mr.  de  Furry  to  the  Duke  of  Dour- 
]}on,  on  Louisiana.  Mr.  de  Purry,  from  Neufchatel,  Switzerland,  had 
been  Director-general  of  the  West  -India  Company,  in  whose  service 
he  remained  for  five  years ; he  had  come  to  France  on  the  invitation 
of  Law.  This  letter  is  full  of  interest,  and  shows  great  ability;  he 
I>re.sents  a plan  of  colonization  which  would  have  been  admirable ; 
jtlaces  great  stress  upon  the  culture  of  the  silk  wmrm,  kc. 

197lh.  No  date — answer  to  the  observations  made  on  Mr.  Purry’s 
letter. 


POPTFOLIO  NO.  IV. 

I98(h.  1769,  l.<t  Sept. — Statement  by  Aubry  of  the  rebellion  in 
Louisiana;  cojty  of  his  corre.^pondence.  with  O’Peilly,  whereby  it  is 
evident  tliat  it  was  on  his  information  that  the  following  gentlciueu 
w»  r»'  arrested,  to  wit : — 

M'  ssrs.  de  la  Frenierc,  Procurcur-General. 
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Mr.  Hardy,  Assesseiir  au  Conseil. 

Mr.  Mazau,  a reformed  captain,  and  Clievalier  de  St.  Louis. 

]^lr.  >Iarquis,  reformed  Commandant  of  the  Swiss  Company. 

Mr.  Noyan,  reformed  Captain  of  Cavalry. 

Mr.  Caresse,  Captain  of  IMilitia. 

Mr.  Milhet,  Captain  of  Militia. 

Mr.  Milhet,  Lieutenant  of  Militia. 

Mr.  Poupet,  Merchant. 

Mr.  Petit,  Merchant. 

Mr.  Doncet,  Lawyer. 

Mr.  Foucault,  Ordonnatcur. 

Auhry  hands  to  the  French  minister  a copy  of  his  letter  to  Go- 
vernor O’lleilly,  under  date  20th  August,  1709,  denouncing  the  above- 
named  persons,  as  also  Mr.  Yillere,  who  he  states  had  joined  the  rebels 
on  the  29th  with  400  men  from  the  Acadian  coast,  thereby  in- 
creasing the  force  in  the  city  to  1000  men,  under  tlie  direction  of  La 
Freniere.  Mille  projects,'’  says  31r.  AiiT>ry,  ^^se  sont  succedCs  Ics 
uns  aux  autres;  on  a eu  le  dessein  d’eriger  le  pays  en  Pepublique ; 
on  a presente  au  conseil  imc  rcquetc  pour  y dtablir  une  Laucfue,  a 
rimitatioD  de  celle  d' Amsterdam  et  de  Yciiise;  car  ce  sout  les  pro- 
pres  termes  dont  ils  se'sont  servis.” 

199th.  August  28th,  17G9 — proccs  verbid  of  the  arrest  of  Foucault 
by  Messrs.  Aubry  and  B.  do  Grand  Maison ; F.  E.  de  I^lazillmre  and 
John  Trudeau;  seals  affixed  by  the  Notary  Garie  on  all  effects  be- 
longing to  said  Foucault ; papers  relative  to  the  conspiracy  delivered 
to  Governor  Cl’lleilly. 

2000),  Proces  verbal  by  the  Notary  Gario  of  the  estate  of  Fou- 
cault. 

201st.  27tb  August,  1709 — proclamation  of  Ceucral  O’Pcillv,  an- 
nouncing tlie  promulgation  of  the  Black  Code  or  Edict  of  the  Fling, 
fgr  the  government  and  administration  of  justice,  police  and  discipline, 
and  the  commerce  of  black  slaves  in  Louisiana.  lu  the  same  procla- 
mation, Messrs.  Fleuriaii  and  Ihicros  are  ju-esmitcd  as  judges. 

202J.  1700,  21st  August — (Jeneral  O’Keilly  anuouiiccs  a general 
pardon,  save  the  chiefs  of  the  rebellion,  who  are  to  undergo  their  trial. 

203d.  1709,  19th  August — copy  of  a.  lett('i'  from  General  OMleilly 
to  Governor  Aubry,  nslang  in  formation  on  the  rebellion;  the  names 
of  the  chiefs,  Yc.  Ye. 

201th.  J709,  23.(1  August — lidtor  from  the  same  to  the  same,  ask- 
ing all  inf(>rination  and  ]iaj)ers  of  wliatsoever  nature  in  his  possession, 
in  order  that  the  chiefs  of  the  rebellion  might  be  eonvided. 
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205tl\.  1760,  24tli  August — copy  of  the  answer  of  Mr.  Aubry  to 
Governor  O’llcilly,  giving  ail  the  information  required,  together  with 
the  names  of  the  leaders.  The  Chevalier  d^Arinsbourg,  commandant 
of  the  Acadian  coast  was  among  the  number. 

(N.  ]h  d’Arinsbourg  was  saved  through  the  intercession  of 
Mr.  Forstall,  under  whose  uncle  General  O’lloilly  had  served  in  the. 
regiment  of  Hibernia  in  Spain.) 

200th.  1750 — discovery  in  Louisiana  of  a flint  mine  (crystal); 
the  place  made  a secret. 

207th.  1706,  7th  Sept. — ordinance  of  Governor  Aubry  in  the 
name  of  Governor  Ulloa,  ordering  all  invoices  of  goods  to  be  de- 
livered, that  the  value  of  such  goods  might  be  regulated ; and  making 
paper  money  legal  tender. 

20Sth.  1766, 12th  Sept. — protest  of  the  merchants  and  inhabitants 
of  Louisiana  against  the  above  ordinance,  signed  as  follows  ; H.  Hu- 
plessis,  Moulin,  Jean  Mercier,  Jr.,  Petit,  J.  Vienne,  Blache,  Toutant 
Beauregard,  Burel,  Bose,  J.  Senilh,  Biqirest,  Bienvenu,  Goumigu, 
llcvoil,  ^'oix,  L.  Bucrest,  I).  Brand,  Guezille,  Braquicr,  Papion,  Bra- 
quier  Jeune,  J.  Boudet,  Boraison,  St.  Anne,  P.  Caresse,  Cavelier 
Pr5res,  IJinard,  P.  Poupet,  Broussard,  Bevoise,  Burand,  Estebe,  J. 
Lufitte,  cadet,  Jean  Souvaistre,  A.  Bodaille,  Cantrelle,  Astura,  Brunet, 
Pouniier  and  St.  Pe,  Bumas  and  Gricunnard,  Bodrigue,  fils  ain^, 
Ivouis  Bansom,  Testas,  Moullineau,  P.  Segond,  P.  Guignam,  A.  Bois- 
dor(i,  L.  Boisdor6,  G.  Guignam,  Chateau,  Sarp}q  Betouvit,  Ville- 
franche,  Salomon,  P.  Simon,  E.  Hughes,  IMacmara,  J.  Arnoult,  J. 
Sarrou,  Bubourg,  Burand,  Cadet,  Bucarpe,  B.  Gaillardie,  Baguet,  J. 
Nicolas,  Jh.  Millet,  Bclapize,  Brion,  Bertremieux  Ain6,  Blandin  Bu- 
Icstrc,  A.  Beynard,  Fortier,  Blaignad,  Bijon,  L.  Baubech,  Langlois, 
M.  Buralde,  Bourjeaux,  M.  Bonnemaison,  Joly,  ^F.  Hery,  Forstall, 
B.  Lenfant,  A.  Olivier.  This  protest,  certified  by  Foucault,  is 
couch rd  in  most  energetic  language. 

20‘Jth.  ‘lOth  Sept.  1766 — protest  of  the  captains  of  vessels  against 
Aubry's  ordinance. 

21<Jih.  2^ih  August,  1766 — memorial  of  Foucault  to  Governor 
Uiloa. 

21  Hh,  20t)>  Jan.  176S — letter  of  Governor  Aubry,  giving  an  ac- 
count of  his  govcrnimmt  jointly  with  Governor  Hlloa,  who  for  want 
of  troop.^  caTiuot  take  jios.^ession  of  the  country. 

2!2t,h  17l>S,2t)tli  tlan. — letter  of  iMr.  Aubry  on  the  same  subject. 

2ldih.  3 768,  4th  Jam — copy  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Aubry  to  bis 
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Excellency  General  Ilardiman,  Governor  of  Pensacola,  for  liis  Pri- 
tannic  IMajcst}’',  demanding  20  Spanish  deserters. 

214th.  1768,  14th  Nov. — remarks  of  Mr.  Aubry  on  the  rebellion 
of  Louisiana. 

215tb.  1708,  14th  Dec. — protest  of  Gov.  Aubry  against  the  ordi- 
nances of  the  superior  council. 

216th.  1738 — memorial  respecting  marriages  between  Indians  and 
whites. 

217th.  1726 — memorial  on  Louisiana,  pointing  out  the  manner  of 
placing  the  colony  on  solid  foundations.  This  paper  signed  by  ])tlessrs. 
Drouot  and  Valentin,  contains  valuable  statistical  information. 

218th.  1724 — memorial  on  the  culture  of  tobacco. 

219th.  No  date — memorial  suggesting  the  establishment  of  a float- 
ing battery  at  tiie  Balize,  signed  “ liertrand.’^ 

220th.  1719,  10th  July — details  of  a mining  expedition  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Kaskasias.  This  paper  is  signed  Perry. 

221st.  1723 — memorial  on  the  means  of  upper  Mississippi. 

222d.  1763 — correspondence  between  Colonel  Piobertson,  com- 
manding 3Iobile  for  his  Britannic  aiajcsty,  and  Governor  d’Abaddie. 
This  part  of  Louisiana  was  ceded  to  England  by  the  treaty  of  Paris, 
of  10th  February,  1763,  the  seventh  article  of  which  reads  thus: — 

x\iiT.  7. — The  river  and  the  port  of  IMobile,  and  the  left  bank  of 
the  Mississippi,  New  Orleans,  and  the  islands  on  which  it  is  situated 
excepted,  are  ceded,  Ac. 

223d.  20th  Dec. — letter  from  Governor  Aubry  to  his  government 
respecting  the  I^ouisiana  rebellion ; he  states  that  he  cannot  express 
himself  freely,  that  he  can  trust  no  one,  not  even  his  own  Secretary, 
lest  he  should  be  treated  in  tlie  same  manner  as  Ulloa. 

224th.  1768,  28th  Dec. — remarks  of  Aubry  on  the  Louisiana 
rebellion. 

f225th.  1768,  8th  March — letter  of  Mr.  Aubry  on  the  rebellion, 
enclosing  copy  of  a letter  by  him  addre.ssed  to  iMr.  Baccalary,  Governor 
of  Havana. 

226th.  1763,  20th  Oct. — proces  verbal  of  the  transfer  of  Mobile 
by  the  French  government  to  tiie  English  government.  This  docu- 
ment is  signed  Derville,  Farende,  Boljcrt  Fannar.” 

2‘J7th,  176‘),  Oi-t.  20th. — ]n'oclamation  of  Bubert  I'annar,  on  his 
taking  possession  of  .M(jl.ile,  and  of  all  (hat  part  of  Lo\iisiaua  situated 
on  the  left  hand  or  . eastern  bank  of  the  river  ^H.-si^-slppi,  from  its 
source  down  to  the  river  d’llorvillc,  thence  acros.s  Lakes  l^Iaurcjias 
and  Pon (chart rain  to  the  sea. 
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2'2Sth.  1721,  5tb  Sept. — by-laws  of  the  West  India  Company,  for 
the  govermiiciil  of  Louisiana,  approved  by  the  King. 

229tli.  1721,  2d  Sept. — rules  by  the  same  company  to  encourage 
the  culture  of  tobacco,  rice,  and  the  introduction  and  education  of 
silk-worms. 

230th.  No  date — report  on  the  Indians  ; extracts  from  Governor 
de  ’\'andrcuille’s  correspondence,  announcing  a treaty  of  peace  with 
the  Chactas,  a nation  counting  4000  warriors,  and  occupying  an  ex- 
tent of  country  exceeding  40  leagues.  This  document  must  have 
beeu  written  about  the  close  of  1739. 

2^3 1st.  1701,  6th  March — extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  de  Kerlercc 
to  the  MaiYjuis  d’Ossun,  complaining  of  the  conduct  of  the  govern- 
ment of  Campeachy  towards  French  vessels  that  had  entered  that  port 
in  di.stress,  wliilst  on  a voyage  from  New  Orleans  to  Havana,  for  as- 
.sistance  on  behalf  of  the  colony. 

232d.  1761,  Oct.  3d,  St,  Ildephonse — letter  from  the  Marquis 
d’OssuD,  informing  Mr.  de  Kerlcrec  of  instructions  given  to  the  go- 
vernment of  ^Mexico,  Havana,  Pensacola,  and  of  all  other  Spanish  pos- 
sessions in  behalf  of  all  ITcnch  vessels;  speaks  of  the  projects  of 
Kngland  to  obtain  possession  of  Mexico,  and  of  the  necessity  of  re- 
taining Louisiana  as  the  best  means  of  defeating  their  plans. 

233d.  1761,  10th  Jan. — letter  from  Mr.  de  Kerlerec  to  the  Mar- 
quis d’Ossun  complaining  of  the  silence  of  his  Court ; proposes  to  use 
ciphers  for  their  correspondence. 

2.j-hli.  1761,  31st  Oct.  Escurial— memorial  from  the  French  am- 
bassa<lor  re.specting  the  impo.s.sibility  to  supply  Louisiana  with  the 
as-iistance  needed,  ail  Frencli  vessels  being  captured  by  the  English  ; 

out-  tlie  common  interest  of  Spain  and  France  in  retaining 
Louisiana  ; .suggests  a depot  in  Havana,  Campeachy,  and  other  neigh- 
l.ioiing  ports,  of  provisions,  fire-arms,  and  munitions  of  war,  to  be 
within  reach  of  New  Orleans  whenever  required.  All  sueli  jirovi.sions 
and  other  articles  required,  to  he  paid  for  by  the  French  govern- 
ment. 

23f)tli.  1 76ii,  9tli  dul}- — decree  by  the  ‘‘conseil  superieur  de  la 
houisiane,”  forhidding  the  introduction  of  slaves  from  St.  Pomingo, 
pv'isouing  being  common  in  that  island  among  tlie  negroes. 
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HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS  OF  LOUISIANA. 


236th.  1752,  12th  Sept. — letter  from  Mr.  Michel  Ordonmitcur” 
to  the  minister,  complaining  of  the  want  of  proper  officers  for  the 

conseil  superieur,^’  and  begging  the  government  to  supply  the  colony 
with  two  young  engineers  and  one  surveyor. 

237th.  1752,  Feb. — -letter  from  Mr.  de  Yaudrcuil  to  the  minister 
advising  the  capture  by  a Spanish  Garde  Cote,^'  of  the  French  ves- 
sel FEtoile,”  and  demanding  her  restitution. 

238th.  1754,  4th  July — letter  from  Mr.  de  Kerlerec  and  d’Auber- 
ville,  announcing  the  arrival  of  families  from  Lorraine,  sent  by  go- 
vernment ; speaks  favorably  of  those  families  whom  they  advise  having 
placed  in  the  parish  des  Allcrnands.” 

239th.  1754,  9th  July — Mr.  d’Aubervillc  to  the  minister  with  the 
budget  of  the  colony  for  1754,  and  a list  of  all  officers  employed. 

240th.  1754,  21st  Sept. — Messrs,  de  Kerlerec  and  d’Auberviile 
to  the  minister,  requesting  the  government  to  send  two  miners  to  work 
the  mines  discovered  in  Illinois,  lead  and  copper. 

241st  1652,  22d  Sept. — Mr.  3Iichel  to  the  minister  with  full  re- 
ports on  the  condition  of  the  country ; gives  interesting  details  on 
the  culture  of  cotton;  the  difficulties  to  separate  the  seed  from  the 
wool;  of  a gin  invented  by  Mr.  Lubreuil ; the  culture  of  tobacco, 
rice,  indigo  and  the  commerce  of  peltries;  the  advantages  that  might 
be  obtained  by  irrigation  of  the  land,  in  dry  seasons,  and  the  renova- 
tion of  the  fields  by  introducing  the  water  of  the  Mississippi  on  old 
lands,  &c.  &c. 

242d.  1753,  9th  March — Mr.  cVAuberville  to  the  minister,  show- 
ing the  necessity  of  rebuilding  the  government  house ; announcing  the 
death  of  Mr.  Michel,  and  the  situation  of  the  treasury  on  that  day. 

243d.  1735,  31st  August — Messrs.  Bienville  and  Salmon,  im- 
provement in  the  management  of  the  militia  hospital  since  placed 
under  the  care  of  the  Ursulincs ; complains  of  medicines  furnished  by 
government. 

244th.  1731,  10th  Jan. — letter  from  Mr.  Throu  d’Artaguette  to 
the  minister  defending  himself  against  cluirgv's  brought  by  Governor 
Perrier;  interesting  details  of  his  wars  with  the  Indians. 

245th.  1728,  8th  Bee. — Mr.  Birou  to  the  minister,  on  the  situa- 
tion of  the  country  of  IMobilc. 

24Gth.  1730 — Chicachas  war;  details  of  the  forces  sent  from 
France. 

217th.  173»G,  28th  June — IMcssrs.  dc  Bienville  and  Salmon,  in- 
teresting details  on  the  Chicachas  campaign;  the  retreat  of  .Mr.  dc 
Bienville  with  544  men  under  his  command. 
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24Sth.  1751,  12th  Jan. — Mr.  dc  Vaudreuil  to  the  minister,  an- 
nouncing the  termination  of  the  war  with  the  Chactas;  begs  for  the 
cross  of  St.  Louis  for  Ciiptain  de  (trandpre,  as  a reward  for  the  ser- 
vices rendered  by  him  during  the  last  campaign. 

249th.  1720,  22d  Sept. — Chicachas  w*ar;  expedition  from  France, 
500  men  ; detail  on  tlie  projected  campaign. 

250th.  1731,  5th  Dec. — Messrs.  Fcrrier  and  Salmon,  announcing 
the  recording  in  tlie  minutes  of  the  conscil  superieur,’’  of  the  letters 
patent  of  the  King  respecting  the  retrocession  b}^  the  West  India 
Company  of  ail  their  privileges  in  Louisiana;  interesting  statistical 
’ statements  and  other  documents,  showing  the  true  condition  of  the 
colony  at  that  epoch. 

251st.  173G,  9th  June — Mr.  Dirou  d'Artaguette,  announcing  the 
failure  of  the  expedition  of  Mr.  de  Dienville,  at  the  head  of  1500 
men  including  Ids  allies,  against  the  Chicachas. 

252d.  1731,  20th  April — Mr.  Dirou  d’Artaguette,  details  on  tlie 
Indian  war;  calls  for  aid. 

253d.  1762,  Jan. — letter  from  the  King  of  France  to  Mr.  de  Ker- 
hi'cc,  in  whicli  ho  states  “ by  the  preliminaries  of  peace  agreed  upon 
at  I'ontainbleau  on  the  3d  Nov.  last,  having  ceded  part  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Louisiana  to  the  King  of  England,  I have  resolved  upon 
coding  the  other  part  to  my  cousin,  the  King  of  Spain. Then  fol- 
lows an  order  for  the  delivery  to  England  and  Spain  of  the  whole  of 
the  province,  in  accordance  with  the  limits  fixed  upon  in  the  said 
preliminaries. 

254th.  1702 — instructions  of  the  King  to  Mr.  d’Abbadie  regard- 
■ ing  the  delivery  of  Louisiana  to  England  and  Spain. 

255tln  1731,  24th  June — Dirou  d’Artaguette,  annoiiueiug  new 
d*l.sorJfrs  among  the  Natchez;  the  murder  of  two  oGicers  near  the 
Arkaus;i3;  destruction  of  the  Tunicas  hy  the  Natchez ; calls  for  as- 
sistance. 

2.i6th.-— No  date — instructions  of  the  King  to  Mr.  d’Abhadio,  re- 
garding t\iQ  artillery  and  munitions  of  w'ar  at  Mobile.  This  letter 
nuni  have  hcon  written  in  1762. 

2.>7th.  1721,  13th  Sept. — instructions  from  the  'UT'St  India  Coin- 
l any  to  the  diTcetors  and  .^'uh-directurs  in  jJOui^i;lI1a,  for  their  guidance 
iii  t’io  managomoit  of  tlie  afTair.s  of  the  Coiiijiany. 

2.)Sih,  17I9,  25th  Oct. — report  of  5Ir.  llu).)crt  on  Fcnsacola. ; 

1 huipliin  h-hnid ; Sliip  Island  and  rO/aigc ; recommends  Ship  Island 
■ the  lic.'^t  harbor  fu’  mcn-of-war. 

1721, 31st  Sept. — instructions  by  the  West  India  Company 
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HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS  OF  LOUISIANA. 


to  the  directors  and  sub-directors  in  Louisiana,  signed  in  Paris  by 

Pemachault  and  Dedune.’’ 

l^GOtb.  1713,  15th  July — interesting  ineinorial  by  Mr.  Duclos  on 
Louisiana,  including  the  country  of  Mobile,  addressed  to  Count  Pont- 
chartrain. 

2Glst.  1718,  21st  June,  Paris — memorial  on  Louisiana,  signed 

L.  A.  dc  Bourbon,  le  Marechal  d’Lstrees,”  par  le  conseil  Lacha- 
pelle.” 

This  memorial  is  full  of  interest.  France  had  then  in  view  the 
possession  of  the  whole  of  North  .Vmcrica ; to  attain  such  an  end 
Louisiana  was  considered  as  the  basis  of  the  whole  plan,  and  a colo- 
nization upon  a large  plan  was  recommended.  A naval  depot  was 
suggested  on  Ship  Island  ; a general  plan  of  fortifications  vras  proposed 
from  Pensacola  to  the  Baie  St.  Bernard.”  The  English  plan  of 
colonization  was  strongly  recommended,  to  wit : 500  to  GOO  families 
at  a time  provided  by  government  witli  all  the  necessary  utensils,  cat- 
tle, &c.  kc.,  and  provisions  for  one  year.  The  whole  to  be  returned 
b}’  the  parties  when  in  a situation  to  do  so;  none  but  good  peasants 
to  be  sent;  the  plan  comprehending  the  Wabash,  the  Illinois,  tlie 
Yazoo,  the  Missouri  and  Natchitoches ; the  working  of  the  mines  of 
Missouri  proposed;  the  memorial  is  tlms  conclm.hd  : 

“ A large  commerce  can  be  carried  on  between  Mexico  and  Mis- 
souri. Missouri  has  another  branch  nearly  as  important;  its  source 
is  said  to  be  from  the  same  mountain  ; it  is  believed  that  this  branch 
empties  itself  in  the  South  Sea.  The  Canadians  invited  in  those 
parts  would  .soon  create  establishments  for  a commerce  with  Japan 
and  China.  Such  would  be  the  importance  of  .'^uch  a trade  that  the 
trutli  of  these  reports  is  worthy  the  attention  of  government.” 

2G2d.  No  date — report  from  la  Bochelle,  announcing  the  depart- 
ure of  the  frigates  ‘‘la  Victoire  ct  la  Duchesse  de  Noailles,”  with 
570  men  for  liouisiana. 

2G3d.  1718,  2Lst  July — incom])lete  memoranda  concerning  5Ir. 
de  St.  Denis’  journey  through  the  Bed  Liver  to  Mexico. 

2G4th.  1713 — Mr.  Crozat  informs  the  gevcvnmmit  of  the  efforts 
of  the  Brilisli  to  seduce  the  Indians  on  the  u{.}>er  Mississippi  and 
in  the  Natchez  country;  applie.s  tor  two  olhcer.s  ami  -10  men  for 
Illinois. 

2G5th.  171  G,  7th  Sept. — incomplete  memoranda  mi  certain  changes 
propo^cd  for  nau}thiu  l.-land,  and  the  I'ort  St.  Lmiis  of  Mobile  ; in- 
structions to  be  given  to  the  military  posts  in  Louisiana,  and  parti- 
cularly to  that  of  Alibamoiis. 
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‘?GGth.  1714,  27^1  Doc. — military  cstablisliment.s  (po.sts)  iu  Louis- 
iana ord^.-rerl  by  tbc  King  in  a letter  iu)4er  this  date. 

207tl).  1710,  21. -'t  Ju'V — memorandum  on  the  morns  tobacco,  and 
a leal’  named  Appalacbino,  con.=:idcred  a specific  for  tbe  gout  and  for 
the  stone,  and  otlier  diseases,  b}'  the  Indians  of  Appalache.  These 
memorandas  are  by  ?*rr.  Lamothc,  ^rho  strongly  recommends  the  in- 
tr<,.luetinii  of  silk  wonns. 

fidt^th.  1710 — instructions  to  Mr.  de  la  Mothe,  respecting  the 
works  on  Dauphin  Island,  ckc.  &c. 

20lHli.  1710,  21st  Feb. — Mr.  de  la  Mothe  on  the  discovery  of  cer- 
tai’ii  mines. 

2T0th.  1718,  IMarch  1st — inventory  of  the  public  stores,  d'c.  ckc., 
in  the  King’s  warehouses  in  Dauphin  Island  and  in  Mobile. 

271st.  1721,  2d  Sept.- — appointment  by  tlie  Iving  of  tlie  Cdievalier 
Lc  Dlond  de  la  Tour,  as  Lieutenant-general  of  tbc  province  of 
L<’uisi:tna. 

272d.  ILtition  of  the  West  India  Company  to  the  King,  praying 
that  by  letters  patent  of  the  15th  January,  1724,  Jlr.  Itelachaise 
ha\ ing  Leon  made  a member  of  the  supreme  council,  although  de- 
j-(U!cd  by  the  King  v.’ith  extraordinary  powers  to  investigate  the  afiairs 
of  llic  company  in  Louisiana,  by  decree  of  his  Majesty’s  council  of 
8th  December,  1722,  that  the  said  Delaclndse  he  permitted  to  act  as 
honorarv  counsellor  in  the  Conscil  de  Kegle  Geuerale/’  and  in  that 
capacity  to  serve  the  company  in  the  furtherance  of  the  welfare  of  the 
colony.  This  petition  is  signed  by  the  directors  of  the  lYest  India 
Company  in  Paris. 

27dd.  1723,  24tli  April — letter  from  Mr.  de  Bienville,  dated  20th 
dune,  1722,  announcing  the  order  of  the  Yiceroy  of  hlexico  for  the 
ecs-n-m  of  Pensacola  to  Spain.  This  letter  is  accompanied  by  the 
f>rdor  of  the  King  of  France. 

27<l'Ji.  1724,  20th  Oct. — prices  fixed  for  merchandize  tendered  by 
:Iie  inhabitants  in  payinc'nt  of  debts  to  the  \Ycst  India  Ch'uipany. 

2/->t]i.  ]’(21  — documents  relative  to  tlie  beaver  trade  in  Canada  • 
petition  again.‘^l  the  mommoly  of  that  trade. 

27ftth.  1725 — .•sundry  letters  relative  to  the  war  witli  the  Ke- 
nard<.''’ 

277th.  171-1 — Mr.  do  Abiudreuirs  accounts’  the  situation  of  the 
(■'liMny  Jv^pecling  tlu-  Indla’is. 

2,'^ili.  1720,  7l!i  A\igust — ordiiiancc  by  IMessrs.  de  Buisbriant, 
^ ' inmander-(  icneral  of  ibe  province  of  Louisiana,  and  Jhlaeliaisc, 
“ Coijiiuiss-.iii'o  du  Loi,”  and  lirst  (’ounsellor  of  his  iMajcsly  iti  tlic 
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^^Conseil  Superieur  de  la  ]\egic;'' measures  to  bo  adopted  in  conse- 
quence of  the  rupture  between  England  and  Spain. 

279th.  17G5,  1st  June— printed  extracts  from  the  minutes  of  the 

Conseil  Superieur’^  relative  to  the  Abbot  de  TLslo  Eieu. 

2S0th.  1755,  Paris,  2d  Sept.— printed  treaties  on  the  patent  letters 
to  the  Capuchins  of  Champagne,  concerning  the  missions  through 
Louisiana. 

281st.  1726,  13th  Sept.— articles  of  agreement  between  the  Ursu- 
liues  and  the  West  India  Company,  for  the  service  of  a militar}’  hos- 
pital in  New  Orleans.  These  articles,  to  tlie  number  of  28,  containing 
all  the  conditions  attached  to  certain  grants,  are  signed  by  TAbbe 
Pagolet.’^ 

282d.  No  date — project  for  the  retrocession  of  Louisiana  by  the 
West  India  Company  to  the  King. 

283d.  1739,  25th  Oct. — memorial  of  the  Chevalier  de  Fabrau  on 
Louisiana,  without  interest. 

284th.  1742 — agreements  consequent  to  the  retrocession  of  Louis- 
iana by  the  West  India  Company  on  the  27tli  idarch,  1731. 

285th.  No  date- — memorial  on  the  same  subject. 

28Gth.  1759,  Gth  March — Mr.  Kochiinore,  complaining  of  the  in- 
subordination of  officers. 
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2S7th.  1731,  Oct.  30th — Ursuline  Convent  founded  in  1727 ; me- 
morial of  Father  dhVvangeon  on  the  advantages  of  that  institution ; 
the  object  is  represented  to  have  been  the  cducatioj]  of  young  girls, 
the  nursing  of  the  sick  as  hospitaliercs  the  service  of  the  military 
hospital ; prays  for  aid  in  order  to  iucrea.'^e  tiic  number  of  sisters, 
originally  G to  12,  and  the  confirmation  in  ‘‘franc  allcih’  of  the  lands 
granted  in  New  Orleans,  and  that  they  maybe  j-ermitted  to  enjoy  tlie 
privileges  belonging  to  their  order  in  France. 

288tli.  17G4,  15th  IVb. — instruetions  to  Mr.  d’Abbadie  respect- 
ing the  Jesuits,  winch  instruetion.s  are  stated  to  ha\  e l)eeu  carried  into 
efiect,  the  company  liaviiig  bc'cm  dissolved  and  their  estates  ha\ini!; 
been  sold  ])revious  to  the  reci-i])t  of  the  letters  patent  of  the  Kinu 
bearing  date  the  ihl  June,  176'b 

289th.  1721,  August — inspection  hy  the  lAUii.Jana  committee',  of 
the  difierent  military  posts  of  that  colony,  to  wit  : Now  Orleans,  tlu' 
Ihilize,  Liloxi,  .Ihuiphin  Island,  5Iobile,  Alibamons,  Natchez,  Nat<.'hi- 
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todies,  Tazoo,  Arlcansa?,  Illinois.  The  committee  recommend  the 
giving  up  of  the  military  posts  of  Biloxi,  Dauphin  Island,  and  Ar- 
kansas. 

290th.  171-1,  30th  April — Mr.  de  Bienville,  interesting  account 
relative  to  the  Indians. 

‘291st.  Both  Sept. — report  of  Mr.  Duvergo,  concerning  different 
operations  intrusted  to  him  for  the  improvement  of  the  colony;  pre- 
eent.s  a plan  for  an  establishment  at  Ship  Island,  at  Alibamons,  and 
on  the  IVabasli ; also,  but  on  a smaller  scale,  at  Biloxi  and  in  Illi- 
noi.s  ; recommends  the  clearing  of  the  Manchac  of  trees  impeding  the 
navigation  of  that  rivulet;  proposes  a road  from  Biloxi  to  the  Illinois 
by  land ; submits  a plan  for  the  raising  of  silk  worms ; speaks  of  a 
military  post  on  the  St.  Bernard,  <kc.  cl'c.  This  report  embraces  a 
coin])Ieto  organization  for  the  government  of  Louisiana,  and  is  highly 
interesting,  presenting  large  views  on  the  commerce  and  agriculture  of 
the  country,  and  was  approved  by  the  directors  of  the  M^cst  India 
Company  in  Paris,  on  the  15th  September,  1720. 

292d.  1 7*27, 24th  April — missions  to  be  supplied  by  the  Capuchins 
throuLdioiit  Louisiana. 

293d.  1733,  15th  Jan. — plan  of  the  fort  of  Natchitoches,  (signed) 
Broiitin. 

294tb.  1734,  25th  July — plan  of  a large  portion  of  the  city  of  New 
Orleans,  (signed)  Broutin,  including  Toulouse,  St.  Peter,  St.  Anne, 
and  Duraaiiie,  Levee  and  Conde  streets  ; on  this  plan  are  indicated 
the  folIov;ing  buildings  to  bo  undertaken  during  1734,  to  wit : bar- 
racks, fronting  the  river  between  St.  Anne  and  Dumainc;  government 
bouse,  froniing  the  levee,  between  St.  Peter  and  Toulouse;  the  cus- 
tom liouse,  (lutendance,)  also  fronting  the  levee  between  Dumaine 
and.  St.  Anne. 

2'J.iili.  1733 — plan  (signed)  ^Mlroiitin,’^  elevation  of  a building  to 
be  j>!rn.M-d  on  the  top  of  a wine  cellar  in  the  custom  built  in  1732. 

29<<th.  1 ,3>3,  15tli  Jan. — (signed)  Broutin,’’  plan  of  the  powder 

magazine  ; on  this  plan  are  seen  the  dres.scs  of  the  inhabitants  of  th;it 
epoch. 

297th.  173»3,'  ]5tli  Jan. — plan  (signed)  “Broutin,”  of  the  wall 
surrounding  tine  jiowder  magazine. 

29''-ih.  172)3,  l.oih  flan. — plan  (signed)  “ Broutin,”  side  view  of 
the  powder  magazine  built  in  1732. 

29'.>ih.  1731,  ]2tb,  .July — j)roces  verbal  of  Mes.svs.  de  Bienville 
and  Saliiion  accompanying  the  a])Ove  plans. 

IdlOfli.  1734,  25th  duly — jdan  (signed)  “ Broutin,”  of  barracks, 
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Scc.y  to  be  erected  during  1734,  between  St.  Anne  and  Dumaine 
streets. 

301st.  1733,  15th  ]\ray — Mr.  de  Bienville  relative  to  the  Indians; 
interesting  details  respecting  the  Aatchez,  the  Cliicachas,  &c.}  original 
letters  from  persons  inhabiting  among  those  nations  and  the  Illinois; 
the  Alibamons,  the  Natchitoches,  the  Talapenelics,  the  Chitimachas', 
the  Attakapas,  and  the  Loupelousas. 

302d.  1734,  27th  July — Mr.  de  Bienville  on  the  (Jhieachas,  Natchez 
and  Chactas ; interesting  details ; a few  speeches  by  the  Indian 
chiefs. 

303d.  1734,  25th  Jan. — 5Ir.  de  Bienville  on  the  Indians. 

S04th.  1733,  2Gth  July — the  same  on  tlic  same  subject. 

305th.  171 G,  8th  Oct. — memorial  on  the  importance  of  colonizing 
Louisiana ; an  armed  colonization  is  recommended  instead  of  soldiers, 
as  being  less  costly  and  more  useful. 

306th.  1733,  15tb  May — plan  (signed)  ^M)evin,’^  of  the  Fort 
Conde  at  Mobile. 

307th.  1734 — memorial  on  the  necessity  of  colonization  in  Louis- 
iana ; void  of  interest. 

308th.  1734,  Gth  April — Mr.  BeiTier  on  the  movements  of  the  In- 
dians. 

309th.  1734,  2Gth  April — 3Ir.  elc  Bienville  on  the  Indians-;  ac- 
count of  a battle,  Ac. 

310th.  1732,  14th  jMay. — Mr.  Berricr  on  the  Indians,  and  of  the 
missionaries  among  them. 

311th.  1731,  1 0th  Bee. — Mr.  Perrier  on  (he  war  with  the  Natchez; 
the  situation  of  the  colony,  and  the  budget  for  1732,  Ac.  Ac. 

312th.  1772 — petition  from  tlie  coiiumerce  ef  Bordeaux,  claiming 
a continuation  of  franchise  on  goods  from  Loui.^iana  on  the  following 
grounds : 

1st.  Because  although  the  cession  of  Louisiana  to  8pain  by  treaty 
look  place  in  17i>2,  it  was  only  ]»ubliely  known  in  Ihuncc  in  17G5. 

2d.  Because  tbe  King  of  Spain  only  took  j'Ossc.-sion  of  that  colony 
in  March,  17GG. 

3d.  Because  the  revolution  of  17GS  and  17G9  in  (bat  countrv,  was 
the  cause  of  most  <4’  the  agents  of  the  Bordeaux  mercliants  hclm“ 
cither  shot  (u*  sent  to  the  mines. 

313(h.  Icl7,  J‘\'h. — Mr.  de  Ahiudrcnil,  minder  of  a cadet  and  of 
a soldier  by  the  (’liaetas  ; details  on  tlic  Indians. 

314th.  17!r,  dan. — Mr.  do  Ahtudreuil,  on  ibc  Indians  and  tlio 
doings  of  tlie  Jhiglish. 
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315th.  173G,  18th  June — Mr.  de  Beauchamp  calls  for  a corps  of 
miners  and  bomhardiers  to  carry  on  the  war  with  the  Chicachas,  whom 
he  represents  as  living  like  weazcls.  in  cabins  resembling  ovens  partly 
under  ground,  and  communicating  with  each  other. 

ulGth.  1G2C,  29th  March — memorial  of  Mr.  de  Mcrveillcux  on 
the  erection  of  a fort  at  Pascagoula,  recommended  by  Mr.  Dela- 
chaise. 

317th.  1759,  5th  July — proces  verbal  of  the  confiscation  of  the 
English  schooner  the  Three  Erothers,^^  commanded  by  Joseph 
Eoull,  aged  3G  years,  belonging  to  Pvhode  Island,  (signed)  lloehemore. 

318th.  1750,  11th  June — extract  of  a letter  from  IMr.  Durand  to 
the  JMarquis  of  Pujzenet,  dated  Jjondon,  speaking  of  the  Quaker.s 
and  of  the  Moravians,  in  the  highest  terms ) recommends  them  for 
the  colonization  of  l.ouisiana ; and  adds,  it  appears  that  Admiral 
Anson  was  intrusted  with  a project,  which  not  having  received,  its  exe- 
cution cannot  now  be  fully  ascertained.  A plan  found  in  the  papers 
of  Ixing  William  the  Third  shows,  however,  that  that  prince  had 
conceived  the  idea  of  taking  possession  of  the  Isthmus  of  Darien,  and 
by  the  means  of  the  river  running  nearly  through  from  one  sea  to  the 
other,  to  open  communications  between  the  fleets  in  the  Atlantic  and 
South  Seas,  granting  at  the  same  time,  commissions  to  all  privateers, 
for  the  purpose  of  annoying  the  Drench  and  Spanish  commerce, 
and  of  gradually  keeping  the  latter  power  in  the  dependence  of  Eng- 
land,” 

319th.  1722,  Gth  Nov. — Mr.  do  Bienville,  handing  a speech  made 
by  liim  to  the  Indians. 

320th.  No  date — coup  d’eoil  on  Louisiana,  by  Mr.  Bocpievante, 
wherein  he  endeavors  to  show  the  advantage  of  the  fur  trade  on  the 
Canadian  plan, 

321st.  No  date — project  for  the  guidance  of  the  military  ^A-om- 
nnndants”  towards  the  Indians  in  Louisiana. 

322J.  1 <10,  28th  dune — memorial  of  51r.  Duverge  relating  to  the 
discovery  of  the  road  from  New  Orleans  to  the  upper  country,  through 
the  ( hicachasj  the  whole  is  very  interesting  and  contains  about  lUO 
])ages. 

322)d.  1731,  IGtIi  dlardi — lettcu’  from  Mr,  Kcgis  a Boullet  on  the 
In 'll  an  war. 

321th.  1733,  19th  March — plan  (signed)  ^Mlroutin,”  elevation  of 
tha  rrsulines  Couvimt. 

>>2.»lh,  1733,  19th  March — other  view  of  the  same  building. 

«'2l»th.  1733,  1st  dlay — plan  of  a military  ho."'pital. 
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HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS  OF  LOUISIANA. 


827tb.  1731,  21st  Feb. — letter  of  Mr.  llcgis  de  Roullet  on  the 
Indian  War. 

328th.  1723,  3d  May — interesting  documents,  containing  the 
speeches  of  several  of  the  leading  Indian  warriors,  ashing  the  pardon 
of  a soldier  condemned  to  death, 

' 329th.  1732,  9th  July — plan  of  the  ];arish  church  of  New  Orleans^ 
bricks  between  posts,  (signed)  ‘^De  Viat” 

330th.  1726,  22d  Jan. — discussions  between  the  Jesuits  and  the 
AYcst  India  Company,  void  of  interest. 

331st.  1719 — history  of  a journey  in  the  Interior  of  Louisiana,  by 
Bernard  de  la  Harpe,  containing  a memorial  for  assistance. 

332d.  1740 — paper  on  the  Indians. 

333d.  1730 — project  of  a private  letter  from  the  West  India 
Company  to  Mr.  Ferrier,  respecting  the  J’lnglish  and  Spaniards  in 
Louisiana, 

334th.  1740,  29th  August — Mr.  de  Bienville  on  the  Chicachas 
war. 

335th.  1740,  31s.t  Oct. — Mr.  de  Bienville  on  the  same  subject. 

33Gth.  1733,  8th  Sept. — Mr.  de  Bienville  renders  an  account 
of  the  situation  in  which  ho  has  found  the  colony  respecting  the 
Indians. 

337th.  1733,  25th  Jan. — Mr.  de  Bienville  on  the  Indians. 

33Sth.  1731,  25th  March — relation  by  3Jr.  JVrrier  of  the  defeat 
of  the  Natchez. 

839th.  1717 — memorial  on  Louisiana,  of  little  interest. 

340th.  1721,  4th  Oct. — letter  from  Mes.srs.  de  Bienville,  Le  Blond, 
Lntour  and  Duverge,  respecting  3Ir.  Laharpe’.s  relation  of  his  voyage 
to  the  Bay  of  St.  Bernaid. 

34Lst.  1720 — letter  from  Mr.  de  la  Ilarpe,  accompanying  the  his- 
tory of  his  discoveries.  This  letter  is  dated  Ifiuphin  Lland. 

312d.  1759,  Jan.  3d — memorial  on  the  function.s  of  Civil  Engi- 
neer and  General  Surveyor. 

343d.  1766,  duly  9th — letter  from  Mr.  Aubry  explaining  the  rea- 
sons which  have  induced  Governor  UHoa  to  delay  taking  possession 
of  Louisiana. 

3)  I Itli.  1767,  11th  dan. — letter  foun  tlie  Bukt'  of  Clioiseul  to 
Mr.  Aubry,  approving  the  cominuatitui  of  hi.s  government  for  the 
King  of  Sj.ainj  the  latti-r  paying  all  exj/enses. 

315th.  1719,  2d  dan.,  laris — copy  of  a h;tter  from  the  Count  de 
5Iaurepas  to  51e.^srs.  do  Ahiudreuil  and  Michel,  on  tlie  etdtuvo  of 
indigo. 
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, 34:6tli.  1730,  1st  August — Mr.  Perrier  ou  the  Indian  war. 

3 ITtli.  ITdO — discussions  between  the  Jesuits  and  the  "West  India 
Company. 

o4Sth.  17CS;  2'2d  Jan. — Foucault  to  the  minister,  complaining  of 
the  difiiculty  of  his  position,  and  referring  to  his. joint  commiinicalions 
with  Aubiy. 

o-llJth.  1735,  15l1i  April — Messrs,  de  Picnville  and  Salmon,  on 
commeree  and  agriculture. 

350th.  1744,  10th  Feb. — paper  on  the  Indians. 

351st.  1743,  August — Mr.  do  Yaudreuil  report  on  Mobile. 

352d.  Xo  date — memorial  on  Louisiana,  disapproYng  the  emission 
of  paper  money  by  the  administrators  of  the  colony ; demoralization 
whicdi  must  How  from  such  emissions. 

353d.  1754,  Gth  Xov. — Mr.  de  Kcrlerec  on  the  Indians. 

354tli.  1748,  1st  Oct. — Mr.  do  Yaudreuil  on  the  same  subject. 

ohOth.  1743,  Dec. — Loubrey,  Commandant  of  Mobile,  on  the  In- 
dians. 

35Gib.  1743,  July — Mr.  de  Bienville  ou  the  Indians. 

357th.  1714 — memorial  of  Mr.  Crozat  for  the  raising  of  troops 
for  Louisiana. 

358th.  17G7,  25th  Oct. — pamphlet  containing  extracts  on  the  fol- 
lowing sul>jects  : 

Xo.  1.  America  civilized. 

Xos.  2 to  7.  Prophecy  on  America ; the  manufactures  of  Xorth 
Amorica  destined  to  destroy  the  supremacy  of  Great  Britain. 
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d'oluli.  JIGS,  20tli  Jan. — letter  from  Mr.  Aubry  explaining  the 
er.tr«-me  •llliiculty  of  liis  position,  compelled  as  lie  was,  being  a Ih-cnch 
< toverm.r,  to  g')veni  for  the  King  of  Spai)i ; Governor  I’llna  witl; 
only  nim'ty  .^jldiers  not  deeming  it  prudent  to  receive  possession  of 
the  C’CtiUv. 

i7G7,  20th  Jan. — agreement  Jietwoon  Aubryand  Ullt'a,  by 
v.'hi  h foij'.'.er  cm.^cnts  In  defer  the  drliveiy  of  Jjouisiana  to  the 
b-u’i  in  the  mean  tinu'  guvcnaiing  tlu^  ch/ny. 

■ j*  J .'U.  1 ( (•  1 , 30th  Maivli — Mr.  Aubry  ('\])ressing  liis  desire  ior  the 
arrival  ui  Sjiani-h  tronj'.s  ii!  order  to  give  np  tlie  government  of  .l.ouis- 
> Uia  ; '^tatoj  Ills  joint  .'tel ion  with  Llloa.  in  all  necessary  measure.^ ; 
ooJiij  laias  of  rihxi’s  (jiiick  tein}K'r,  ckc.  tkc. 
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HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS  OF  LOUISIANA. 


362(1.  1 TOG,  20tli  April — instructions  to  Mr.  Aiibry  for  the  ces- 
sion of  Lrinisiana. 

303(1.  1766,  30th  Sept. — Aubrj  announces  some  disturbances 
among  the  I ’alcanas  in  the  neighborhood  of  Illinois,  and  an  expedition 
headed  by  Mr.  de  Lavilleboeuvre,  an  officer  well  acquainted  with  the 
Indian  language,  agaiust'a  party  of  Indians  who  had  made  themselyes 
mcustcrs  of  property  and  cabins  belonging  to  the  English  on  the  Iber- 
ville. The  delivery  of  the  property  by  the  Indians  to  Mr.  de  Laville- 
binuvrc ; speaks  of  the  difficulties  arising  from  the  occupation  by 
three  nations  of  tlie  same  river. 

30 1th.  1765,  IGth  Sept. — letter  from  Aubry  to  Governor  Johnston 
of  Mobile  ; explaining  his  difficult  position  regarding  the  Indians ; 
promises  his  best  efforts  to  maintain  peace. 

SGGtli.  1765,  31st  August — instructions  of  Mr.  Aubry  to  Mr.  de 
Eavillebamvrc  as  commandant  of  an  expedition  against  the  Alibamons, 
for  the  purpose  of  demanding  property  seized  by  them  on  the  Iber- 
ville, and  belonging  to  the  English. 

3GGth.  1761,  15th  Jan. — Mr.  Aubry,  explaining  the  difficulties 
encountered  Igy  i^lr.  d’Abbadie  on  tlie  part  of  the  English  at  Tom- 
bcckbi'  and  .Vlibamons,  Ac.  Ac. 

3G7th.  1761 — copies  of  speeches  of  Messrs.  d’Abbadie  and  Farmer 
to  the  Indians. 

3t5Mh.  176;  » — words  of  the  Troquois,  Loups,  and  Chonans  from 
lArt  Duquesne  (I’itt),  by  a Loup  chief  accompanied  by  two  warriors 
carrying  25  scalps,  (English.)  _ 

361U!i.  ITG’d — answer  of  Mr.  de  Noj'an. 

3-<dth.  176.3,  3d  b'c])t. — Black  Code  of  France  put  in  operation. 

371.‘'t.  1 776,  Madrid,  8th  July — instructions  respecting  the  per- 
mission granted  for  the  exportation  of  timber,  provisions,  Ac.  Ac.,  for 
tlie  relief  of  tlie  Fivnch  Islands. 

3?2d.  17<  I,  2*ttli  April — letter  from  Messrs.  d’Aunoy  and  Villars 
to  the  Inuieh  government,  announcing  the  seizure  by  Governor  Gal- 
vez of  11  Imgli.  h .'-hips  richly  laden  and  moored  opposite  to  some  of 
the  j.lantation.s  au'l  his  defence  to  the  planter.s  under  heavy  penalties 
to  carry  on  any  traffic  with  the  Englisli. 

.1  / .Id.  1 7 , 1 ( th  tX  t. — answer  of  tlie  minister  to  Mes.^rs.  d’ Annoy 

and  \ illars  inviting  (hem  to  eontinue  tlicir  eommnnicatioiis. 

..•(  lih.  I (SO,  \ I'lsaillos,  lOih  J'\;b. — letter  from  Mr.de  Vergnsnos 
on  the  .'-uhjret  ol  a Iheneli  v-e.-scl  seized  in  the  IMississijqii,  and 
(vna -q.omh  nee  v.  itli  (lie  tqauii.di  guvernmemt  to  the  same  effect. 

3/i'th.  .1/;  It.iilq  j’aris,  8lli  Thermidor — refutation  by  General 
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Milfurd  Tartanigy  of  an  article  in  the  Gazette  de  France,  reeoramend- 
ing  the  cession  of  Louisiana  to  the  United  States.  Louisiana  being 
there  represented  as  a narrow  strip  of  moving  sands,  marshes,  and 
bogs,  etc.  etc. 

dTtith.  No  date — memorial  on  Lower  Louisiana,  from  Iberville  to 
the  sea.  A'oid  of  interest. 

oTTth.  1709,  23d  May — Mr.  Aubry  on  the  rebellion  and  the 
denioralization  produced  by  paper  money ; states  the  interference  of 
Mr.  Lafreuiere  to  prevent  further  disturbances  3 hands  the  following 
documents.  • 

o IS  ill.  1769,  Feb. — extract  from  the  registers  of  the  “conseil 
suporieur'  containing  transcript  of  a letter  dated  Port  au  Prince,  9th 
Februar}-,  1709,  and  signed  St.  Leger,  in  the  name  of  the  “conseil 
souveiain”  of  that  place,  approving  the  rebels  in  driving  out  of  the 
country  Governor  Ulloa,  and  of  another  letter  from  the  Doyen  of  the 
council  of  l^ort  au  Prince  couched  in  nearly  the  same  words. 

OT'.'th.  All  10th,  27th  Fructidor,  Paris — letter  from  Mr.  Laussat, 
Cobmi'.d  Prefect  of  Louisiana,  submitting  several  questions  to  the 
government. 

3'^Oth.  No  date — sounding  of  the  coast  of  Florida;  the  Tortugas; 
of  St.  Pose  Island;  of  Pensacola  and  of  Mobile,  by  Mr.  de  Iberville, 
from  1008  to  1699;  at  the  Palize  in  1733  to  6 and  7;  passe  a la 
Loutre  151  feet;  soundings  of  Ship  Island  in  1798  by  Mr.  de  Iber- 
ville, also  of  the  Chandleur  Islands;  hay  of  St.  Bernard  in  1720, 
kc.  kv. 

3sDt.  llrris — questions  upon  which  the  attention  of  the  govern- 
ment is  particularly  called.  Tliey  appear  to  have  been  propounded 
by  Mr.  Laussat;  the  reimhursement  to  the  planters  of  paper  money 
i<>iud  by  tlie  Spanish  governmctit,  and  amounting  to  $800,000,  form 
part  i f these  queries. 

No  d:ite — memorial  advising  the  Prench  republic  to  demand 
lhi.‘  of  Louisiana. 

• 1jo9,  2Sth  IMarch — memorial  on  Louisiana;  project  pro- 
p.'s.  ij  hr  the  colonization  of  that  ])rovince  hv  Bertrand  Ihu'eruet,  on 
c ii'litl'-n  (.t  a grant  of  -10  h'agnes  of  laud  on  both  sides  of  the  liver 
li'.n.  :h-'  eiiy  of  Now  ()i leans  up. 

•'"i'h.  ](.>!,  Augu<! — oh.^ervatlons  on  two  circumstances  con- 

siuored  as  lavorahlo  to  the  improvement  of  Louisiana;  this  document 
is  iii.i  without  interest. 

• Poth.  J70.)  to  1708,  No.  I to  170 — h'tters  of  IMr.  Foucault  to 
^1 '■*  ministers,  relative  to  the  administration. 
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mSTOKICAL  COLLECTIONS  OF  LOUISIANA. 


386tli.  17G0,  22d  Dec. — reports  of  Mr.  Duverger,  chief  CDgineer, 
to  Mr.  Aiidry  on  fortificatioris  directed  by  him. 

3S7th.  17G1,  Sth  Jan. — letter  from  Mr.  Kochemore  inclosing  copy 
of  the  instructions  to  Mr.  Aubry,  and  reporting  on  the  fortifications 
intrusted  to  that  officer. 

388th.  17GG,  1st  August— memorial  on  Louisiana;  inutility 'of 
that  colony  for  France. 

oSOtli.  1731,  Jan. — Mr.  dc  Perrier,  movement  of  the  Indians  in 
Louisiana  since  the  cajdure  of  the  Affitchez  Fort. 

.390 til.  1759 — trial  and  confiscation  of  the  English  schooner 

Three  Drothers,’^  to  be  continued. 

S91st.  17GS,  16th  Dec. — 5Ir.  Aubry  speaks  of  the  disturbances 
in  Louisiana,  and  expresses  his  fears. 

392d.  No  date — memorial  touching  the  retrocession  by  the  West 
India  Company,  to  the  King  of  France.  Uninteresting. 

393d.  17G0,  1st  June — llochimorc,  conveying  statements  of  pre- 
sents made  to  the  Indians. 

394th.  17G8,  20th  Jan. — Mr.  Aubry  respecting  the  cession  to 
Spain;  incloses  copy  of  correspondence  between  Governor  Ulloa  and 
him.  AMid  of  interest. 

395th.  1753 — extracts  of  letters  from  Alessrs.  dc  Kerlcrcc  and 
Foucault  to  the  government,  uninteresting;  matters  of  administra- 
tion. 

39Gth.  1753,  23d  AMv. — project  of  alliance  \vith  the  Canices  sub- 
mitted to  Mr.  de  Kerlercc. 

397tli.  1716 — ^journal  of  the  expedition  against  the  Ahatebez. 
Very  interesting;  the  expedition  was  headed  by  Mr.  dc  Licnville. 

398tb.  1712 — diflerent  projects  granting  (o  51r.  Crozat  tlio  exclu- 
sive commerce  of  Louisiana  during  15  years. 

399tli.  1752,  30tli  Sept. — memorial  of  31r.  Dubreuil  Anllars  re- 
lative to  the  agriculture  of  Ijouisiana. 

lOOtli.  1772,  loth  Sept. — letter  from  Air.  J'azende  to  miuistcrs 
stating  the  reasons  whicli  liad  prevented  Lis  accompanying  the-accoimts 
rendere*]  by  him. 

401st.  1741,  17 til  March — memorial  on  tobacco. 

402d.  1750 — memorial  on  Louisiana,  and  ])rojcct  for  the  cultiva- 
tion of  tobacco  on  a large  .'^eale. 

403d,  17(!3,  23d  AMv.' — ])rocess  verbal  of  the  delivery  of  the 
military  post  of  Tombeckbe  to  Lieutenant  I'homas  lojnl. 

40llh.  L7G4,  lOlIi  Jan. — Air.  d’Abbadie  advises  the  delivery  to 
the  English  government  of  AJobile,  kc. 
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405th.  No  date — memorial  containing  the  history  of  Louisiana^ 
since  its  discovery  by  Lasalle  in  1GS2.  It  appears  that  nothing  Tsas 
done  until  after  the  peace  of  Ilervzick.  Mr.  d'Iberville  at  that  epoch 
W’as  intrusted  vrith  a new  expedition,  and  v/aa  accompanied  by  his 
brother,  Mr.  de  Eicnville,  who  remained  in  that  colony  as  Lieutenant- 
Governor  until  1712,  when  Mr.  de  la  Mothe  Cadillac  took  charge  of 
the  government,  having  been  appointed  Governor  in  the  room  of  Mr. 
Dumerry,  who  had  died  during  his  passage  from  France.  Mr.  Crozat 
on  the  1-ltli  September,  1712,  obtained  by  letters  patent  of  the  King, 
the  exclusive  privilege  of  the  commerce  of  the  colony;  this  privilege 
hlr.  Crozat  gave  up  in  1717,  and  in  August  of  the  same  year,  the 
same  exclusive  privilege  was  granted  by  letters  patent  to  the  IFest 
India  Company,  that  company  having  been  established  by  an  edict  of 
the  King  at  tlie  same  time;  tins  latter  privilege  was  granted  for  25 
years,  to  ^Yit:  from  the  1st  January,  1718,  to  the  first  December,  1842, 
and  included  tbc  fur  trade.  The  whole  of  tliis  document,  which 
apj)cars  to  have  been  written  about  the  year  1780,  is  interesting. 

40Gtl].  No  date — memorial  on  tbe  same  subject  sLov/ing  the  neces- 
sity of  a retrocession  of  the  privileges  of  the  West  India  Company  to 
the  King. 

407th.  23d  Nov.  1732 — highly  interesting  letter  from  the  ^Gnission- 
naire,”  Mr.  IL  P.  Eaudoin,  on  tlie  Tchactas  nation,  dated  from  their 
village  of  Tchicachec. 

408th,  No  date — memorial  on  Louisiana;  Indian  war;  miserable 
conchtiim  of  tlic  colony. 

loOtli.  17-10,  28tb  June — memorial  of  Mr.  Dubrenil  on  tbe  sub- 
ject of  a canal  undertaken  by  bim  one  league  above  New  Orlcaus, 
and  of  the  great  advantages  that  may  be  derived  from  tbc  whole  of 
the  Earralaria  di.strict. 

IDuh.  No  date — uninteresting  memorial  on  Louisiana. 

I litis.  No  Gate — do.  do.  do. 

‘HOtb..  1757,  1st  June — memorial  on  T^ouisiana,  showing  i(s  ad- 
vantages to  Fratice. 

413tli.  No  date — notc.s  on  the  preceding  memoir. 

I I Uh.  No  date — memorial  on  the  Indians  of  Lonisiana;  their 
T)unibcr,  and  the  commerce  that  can  be  carried  on  witli  them. 

4 loth.  No  dale — memorial  on  tlic  same  subject,  and  very  full. 
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41Gth.  No  date — memorial  containing  a description  of  Louisianaj 
of  its  ports,  of  its  soil,  of  its  rivers,  of  the  Indian  nations,  and  point- 
ing out  the  great  advantages  to  be  derived  by  colonization.  This 
paper  is  evidently  of  a very  ancient  date. 

417th.  No  date — general  idea  toncliing  the  mode  of  creating  a 
commerce  for  Louisiana;  the  author  refers  to  Mr.  de  Bienville,  then 
in  Paris. 

418th.  No  date— memorial  on  Louisiana,  to  render  that  colony 
flourishing ; this  paper  appears  to  have  been  draivn  up  for  the  W est 
India  Company;  it  is  interesting. 

419th.  No  date — memorial  to  induce  Prance  to  retain  Louisiana; 
speaks  of  the  several  climates,  and  of  the  facilities  with  which  it  might 
be  made  to  supply  France  with  silk,  tobacco,  kc.  kc.,  and  cotton. 

420th.  Memorial  on  the  importance  of  Louisiana;  void  of  interest. 

421st.  No  date — letter  from  Mr.  Baron,  complaining  of  Governor 
Perrier. 

422d.  No  date — memorial  on  Louisiana ; contains  some  interest- 
ing details.  This  paper  appears  to  have  been  written  by  Mr.  de  Ker- 
lerec. 

42od.  1749 — project  for  the  cultivation  of  tobacco  in  Louisiana, 
and  the  trade  in  timber,  by  Mr.  Faby. 

424th.  No  date — memorial  pointing  out  the  necessity  of  fixing  the 
limits  between  Canada  and  Louisiana. 

425th.  1748,  2d  Nov.- — Mr.  Michel  opposing  the  reunion  of 
Canada  and  Louisiana. 

42Gth.  1746,  28th  August — ^journal  of  the  voyage  of  a Major 
Beauchamp  of  Mobile,  to  the  Tchactas  nation,  by  order  of  Mr.  de 
Yaudreuil,  to  demand  satisfaction  for  the  murder  of  throe  lAenchmen. 

427th.  1747,  28th  March — observations  of  iMr.  Aiigeas  on  the 
diflerent  soils  bordering  on  the  Mississippi. 

428th.  174G — memorial  on  the  situation  of  the  colony.  This  paper 
is  drawn  up  with  a good  deal  of  care. 

429th,  1754 — memorial  from  51essrs.  Kcrieroc  and  d’Auherville, 
recommending  a floating  battery  at  the  Balize. 

4o0th,  1750 — memorial  on  the  situation  of  the  inha])itants  of  Louis- 
iana, and  of  the  advantages  to  be  di-rivod  l»y  an  importation  of  negroes 
to  l»e  employed  in  the  cultivation  of  tolmcco. 

-•‘list. — 1749 — situatinii  of  l.oui^iana  ; :i  jioor  jiroduction. 

442d.  1750,  12t!i  Oct. — letter  from  5Ir.  liivaudais  on  the  changes 
juuduced  in  the  passes  by  e(|uinoxial  gales;  in  the  month  of  July 
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this  engineer  states  llic  passes  to  liave  been  S.  S.  E.,  and  X.  X.  AY., 
and  at  tlio  time  lie  vois  penning  bi.s  report  they  were  }?].  and  W. 

dddd.  1731,  15th  Xov. — Mr.  do  la  I’oulage  on  Louisiana. 

434th.  1754,  Idtli  Sept. — paper  from  Air.  Duverge*,  pointing  out 
the  neccssit}'  of  having  landmarks  at  the  Balize  for  vessels  coming- 
in  ; plan  propo.sed  by  him  and  approved  Iw  Air.  de  Kcrlcrec. 

435tli.  1738,  15tli  August,  Paris — Air.  Courtuzur  to  Count  de 
Alaure|)as,  proposing  the  formation  of  a company  in  Ijouisiana. 

43Gth.  1739 — very  able  memorial  on  the  culture  of  tobacco. 

-137th.  1741 — paper  relative  to  the  adviintages  the  public  service 
might  derive  from  the  timber  on  the  Barrataria. 

43Sth.  Xo  date — memorial  of  what  would  be  recjuired  by  Louis- 
iana ; void  of  interest 

•loOth.  17G4,  7tl)  April — Air.  Aubry  announcing  the  delivery  to 
Great  Britain  of  the  portion  of  Louisiciua  ceded,  and  mentioning  the 
failure  of  an  c.vpcdition  to  Illinois  by  the  English. 


440th.  1701,  15th  Dec. — letters  in  cipher  of  Air.  de  Kerlerec 
repre.^enting  the  miserable  condition  of  the  colony. 


4 list.  17G2,  10th  Feb.— 
the  Indians. 

do. 

do. ; 

giving  an  account  of 

442d.  1761,  Sth  June— 

do. 

do. 

do. 

443d.  1761,  Sth  Alarch— 

do. 

do. 

do. 

444th.  1760,  21st  Dec.— 

do. 

do. 

do. 

415th.  17G‘2,  2Sth  April — letter  from  Air.  de  Kerlerec  on  the  dif- 
ficult}^ of  his  position  with  the  English  Indians. 

44Gth.  17G3,  23d  Oct. — letter  from  de  Kerlerec  on  the  formalities 
required  for  the  evacuation  of  Alobile. 

447th.  17G3,  2d  Alay — Air.  de  Kerlerec  acknowledging  receipt  of 
the  King’s  ordinance  announcing  cessation  of  hostilities  with  the 
English;  speaks  of  the  Indians  who  have  sacrificed  their  all  to  the 
I'nmch,  and  who  will  find  themselves  deprived  of  presents. 

4 ! Sill.  17G2,  21th  dune — Air.  de  Kerlerec,  letter  in  ciphers  com- 
plaining of  frauds  by  the  persons  supplying  the  King’s  s(oi-es. 

4 19th.  1st  Alarcli,  17G5 — Air.  Aubry,  on  the  conduct  of  the  In- 
dmns  towards  the  English  ; copy  of  a .speech  of  the  Ciiaouanan  chief 
named  Chariot  to  Air.  d’Abbadio. 

-15Uth.  17G5,  I'Jtli  Alarch — Air.  Aubry  on  the  dilliculty  of  his 
l"»sition,  it  being  im]»os.>ible  to  satisfy  at  the  same  time  the  Indian.-^, 
the  j'higlish,  the  Spani.ards,  and  the  Jh-ench  congregating  in  Xew  Or- 
hams. 

■151  st.  17G5,  Gth  Ala}' — co])y  of  a letter  from  Air.  8t.  Ange,  com- 
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mandant  of  Illinois,  regarding  the  bad  disposition  of  the  Indians  to- 
wards the  English  ; incloses  several  Indian  speeches. 

452d.  1705,  IGth  May — Mr.  Aubry,  inclosing  copy  of  Mr.  St. 
Ange’s  communication. 

453d.  1705,  10th  July — Mr.  Aubry  spealas  of  a cessation  of  hos- 
tilities between  the  English  and  Indians  at  Illinois;  inclosing  several 
Indian  speeches. 

454th.  1702,  20th  J11I3' — Mr.  de  Kcrlcrec  in  ciphers,  speaks  of 
the  ditficult}"  of  his  position  with  the  Cherokee  Indians. 

455th.  1707,  27th  Jan. — 51r.  Aubry  .states  that  the  British  have 
taken  possession  of  Illinois;  proccs  verbal  of  the  delivery  of  that 
section  of  Louisiana. 

450th.  1713,  25th  Oct. — memorial  submitted  to  the  Count  de  Pont- 
» chartrain  by  Mr.  Duclos  on  Loui:-iana ; this  paper  contains  a good 
deal  of  statistical  information,  and  a historical  account  of  the  begin- 
ning of  the  colony;  100  pages. 

POBTFOLIO  XO.  IX. 

457th.  1759,  27th  Jan.— memorial  on  Louisiana,  proposing  to 
favor  the  emigration  from  Canada. 

45Sth.  1741,  4th  Oct. — 5Iessrs.  de  Bienville  and  Salmon,  handing 
the  report  of  Mr.  Duverge  011  the  Lalize  ; of  the  changes  at  different 
epochs;  refers  to  several  charts  I have  not  been  able  to  discover;  this 
document  is  interesting. 

459th.  1725 — memorial  on  the  navigation  of  Illinois. 

4G0th.  1728 — extract  of  a letter  from  5Ir.  I’crrier,  regarding  the 
munitions  of  war  supplied  by  him  to  the  .Sj^aniards  of  St.  Augustine, 
and  the  means  b}"  him  taken  to  prevent  the  Engli.-h  interrupting  cul- 
tivation. 

461st.  1760,  17th  Doc. — i^Ir.  de  llochemore,  on  tlie  sugar-cane, 
cultivated  by  the  Jesuits  in  17  14,  in  thdr  gardens. 

462d.  1724,  20th  iMa}’ — report  on  the  mine  ‘‘  do  Lamotho,’^  dis- 
tant 14  leagues  from  Ka.skassia. 

463d.  1780,  13th  Eeb. — letfiT  fmm  Mr.  Pabre  lEunoy  to  the 
Ereneh  govcniment,  annoiuicing  the  erjw'.liti.in  of  Mr.  do  Calvez  at 
the  head  of  two  ihou-and  men  for  51oliil(',  wlu  n'  he  i>  said  to  expect 
a reinforcement  of  two  thousand  more  from  Havana,  (l.o  wliole  of  the 
force  then  to  march  against  l\nsacn!a;  advising  (be  caiiture  of  the 
British  pe.sse.'sions  on  the  31issi.'-si])pi. 
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464th.  1752 — preliminary  articles  of  peace  between  the  French 
and  the  Cberokces,  prepared  by  Mr.  de  Kerlerec. 

465th.  No  date — speech  of  Foudiak,  an  Indian  chief,  to  Mr.  de 
Noyau;  in  the  saruc  paper  arc  several  other  speeches. 

466th.  1764,  15th  Jan. — correspondence  of  Mr.  d'Abbadie  on  the 
cession  of  j^lobile. 

4G7th.  1760 — complaints  of  Mr.  Rochcmore  against  Me.s.srs.  de 
Kerlerec  and  de  Macarty. 

468th.  1700 — do.  do. 

469th.  1737,  21st  Feb.— letter  from  Mr.  de  Cremont  announcing 
liis  arrival,  and  gi\dng  some  details  on  the  colony. 

470th.  1763 — correspondence  of  IMr.  d’Abbadie  on  the  difficult 
position  of  jMobile  towards  the  Indians. 

471st.  1763,  13th  Dec. — project  of  operations  between  Louisiana 
and  Canada ; void  of  interest. 

472d.  1764 — four  dispatches  from  Mr.  d’Abbadie,  on  the  diffii- 
culties  encountered  in  Mobile  with  the  Indians;  correspondence  on 
thi.s  subject. 

473d.  1764 — correspondence  of  Mr.  d’Abbadie  on  the  same  sub- 
ject ; encloses  copy  of  a letter  from  Mr.  John  Stuart  of  Illinois,  com- 
plaining of  munitions  of  war  being  supplied  the  Indians. 

474th.  1727,  15th  Nov. — Mr.  Perrier  on  the  situation  of  the 
Colony. 

475th.  1702— Memorial  on  Mobile  and  the  Mississippi  plan  of 
Colonization. 

476th.  1749 — Mr.  do  Vaudreuil  renders  an  account  of  the  situa- 
tion of  the  Colony. 

477th.  1741,  25th  Jan. — Mr.  do  Beauchamp  on  the  Indian  wars. 

47Sth.  1742,  15th  March — M.  I)uverg<S  handing  his  ^Meuille  de 
service.” 

479th.  1742,  18th  February  and  28th  March— Mr.  de  Bienville 
giving  an  account  of  the  situation  of  the  Colony. 

48Uth.  17-12,  13th  Feb. — nlr.  Salmon  announces  the  attack  o)i  a 
convoy  ascending  the  IHiuois,  by  tlie  Indians. 

4'^  1st.  No  date — Mr.  Perrier  announces  the  defeat  of  the  NatcliC'/.. 

4^2d.  1731,  5th  Pec. — 51i!.s.srs.  I’crricr  and  Salmon,  on  Ijouisiana 
and  lllinoi.s,  details  on  the  mines  and  agriculture. 

4'^3d.  1697 — project  of  colonization  on  the  xMississippi.  Tliis 
d'/cuiueut  is  higlily  interesting. 

4^4th.  1759 — Mr.  Bocheniore,  relative  to  his  admini.stration. 
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485th.  174*2^  24th  March-— Messrs,  dc  Bienville  and  Salmon. 
Beport  on  the  v>-ax-tree. 

486th.  1765, 2d  ..\ng. — Mr.  Foucault  regarding  reproaches  addressed 
to  Mr.  d’Abhadie  for  having  granted  an  exclusive  privilege  to  five  or 
six  merchants  of  trading  with  the  Indians.  States  the  reasons  which 
had  induced  Mr.  d’Ahbadie  to  ii2troduee  letters  of  Exchange  on 
France j adds  that  he  had  approved  both  measures  which  the  misera- 
ble condition  of  the  Colony  had  rendered  of  an  absolute  necessity 
that  a friendly  intercourse  miglit  be  hept  up  with  the  Indians. 

487th.  1731,  24tli  June — Mr.  Eiren  Eartaguette  giving  an  account 
of  an  attack  by  the  Natchez  on  }>arges  ascending  to  the  Arkansas  and 
of  the  destruction  of  the  Toniens  on  the  13th  June  by  the  Natchez. 

488th.  No  date— memorial  on  Ta.'inslana,  showing  that  the  first 
establishment  in  Louisiana  was  at  Molule,  where  a fort  was  built; 
the  next  at  Biloxi,  where  are  two  c"p])er  mines;  and  then  at  New 
Orleans.  Barrataria  is  represented  as  a valuable  section  for  its  tim- 
ber. The  author  says  that  at  Nutcbiloelies  near  the  village  of  Cad- 
daquioux  is  to  be  found  a very  rich  silver  mine,  the  produce  of  whicli 
had  been  tried  by  a Portuguese,  named  Antoine,  a miner  from  Mexico, 
lie  speaks  of  tlie  emigration  to  TiOuisiaua  of  Canadian  families  in 
1686;  states  that  in  1699,  IMr.  d’Iberville  arrived  with  another 
colony  of  Canadians,  wdiich  was  followed  other  families  liended  by 
a Mr.  Eu  Tessenet;  the  emigrants  came  by  land,  first  ascending  the 
St.  Laurent  to  tlic  lake  Erie,  then  ascending  a .<niall  river  emptying 
itself  in  that  lake,  to  the  portage  (ks  min  mis;  their  cfiects  being 
llicncc  transported  by  the  Indians  to  tlic  river  iMiamis,  wdiere  pi- 
rogues, out  of  a single  tree,  and  large  enough  to  contain  30  persons, 
were  built  for  the  voyage  down  the  Mis.sis^-ippi,  fir.J:  descending  the 
Oi/o.  The  author  further  points  out  the  high  lands  of  Manchac  as 
the  best  place  for  a city,  and  New  Orleans  as  a place  of  deposit;  the 
whole  of  the  document  is  interesting. 

489tli.  175‘.h  13tli  Oct. — 5Ir.  Bochemoro,  giving  an  account  of 
the  trial  of  the  English  sloop  d'exel,  from  damaic:i  with  a rich  cargo, 
and  of  her  cemhunnation ; states  tluil  ^dr.  ue  Kcrlcroc  had  notwith- 
standing this  trial  released  tlic  vcs'^el. 

45)0(h,  ITolb  loili  Oct, — the  .■^ame  suhjcct. 

191  st.  El>'5,  August. — Mr.  dc  Boaujeu,  cm  the  oxjK-'dition  of  La- 
fnlle  which  terminated  his  life;  advises  the  minister  to  a)»]))v  to  ?dr. 
Eemanille,  a priest  of  the  Seminary  of  St.  Sulpi(‘e,  for  iiifonnation, 
lie  as  well  as  hlm-elf  having  formed  jiart  of  fcis;dlc’s  expedition. 

492d.  No  date — account  of  the  defeat  of  Major  1 'artaguetto,  of 


. p; 


PORTI’OLTO  NO.  IX. 


83 


Lis  death  and  of  that  of  45  of  his  men;  among  whom  there  were  17 
or  18  officers;  the  French  dctacliincnt  was  composed  of  130  men,  38 
Iroquois,  38  Arkansas,  100  Illinois  and  Miami,  in  all  39G  men. 
The  expedition  left  Illinois  on  tlio  20tli  February,  1736,  reached  the 
Chicachas  country  on  the  21th  iMarch,  and  attacked  them  on  -the 
same  day;  they  were  abandoned  by  the  llliiiois  and  Miami,  which 
compelled  Dartaguette  to  retreat,  hci?ce  the  defeat  and  heavy  loss 
sustained. 

403d.  1730,  26th  May — interesting  account  by  Du  Tertre  of  the 
attack  of  the  French  to  the  number  of  7 to  800  men  of  the  fortihed 
village  of  the  Chicachas,  on  a hill  at  about  250  leagues  from  New 
Clrlcans.  The  French  being  defeated  with  a loss  of  120  men;  fortiii- 
cations  described;  surrounded  by  timber  one  cubic  foot  placed  circu- 
larly with  three  rows  of  loopholes;  the  Chicachas  vrerc  bedded  to 
the  stomach  in  the  earth,  observed  tlic  greatest  silence,  and  sulfered 
the  French  to  approach  within  good  musket  sliot  before  firing;  their 
first  fire  killed  50  men,  the  second  30,  &c. 

101th.  1733,  10th  March — plan  of  the  Ursulines  Convent,  (signed) 
^Miroutin.’'’ 

4!t5th.  1734,  15th  March — plan  of  Mobile,  (signed)  Devin. 

406th.  1702 — objections  to  plan  proposed  by  Mr.  d’Iberville,  to 
invito  the  Illinois  and  Scioux  to  emigrate  to  the  51ississippi. 

407th.  1702 — memorial  on  the  Mississippi  and  Mobile;  reasons 
of  Mr.  dTbenille  for  giving  the  preference  to  Mobile;  among  others 
tlic  im|)0ssibillty  of  forming  a military  estahlislimcnt  at  the  ]iionth 
of  the  Mississl})pi;  population  of- Mobile  139,  to  wit:  9 officers,  24 
sailor.s,  2 couriers,  14  workmen,  64  Canadians,  26  soldiers. 

408tb.  1741,  5th  May— -interesting  report  of  Mr.  Duverge,  civil 
engineer. 

400th.  1710,  5th  Ma)- — Mr.  Duvergd  on  l)is  discovery  of  a road 
from  New  Orleans  to  Illinois,  throngb  the  Chicachas  nation;  com- 
[lains  of  tlie  treatment  of  certain  officers  towards  him. 

nUth  1 1 3'<,  26ib  April — journal  of  IMr.  Duverge  during  bis  voyage 
to  recogni/.e  the  Chicachas  road;  accompanied  by  a plan,  which  .is 
rmt  to  be  fuu?id. 

1736,' Dull  iSept.— lUr.  Diiverg6  comjlaining  of  the  con- 
dm  t (»f  the  guverniiu-nt  towards  him. 

1731,  1th  IMay — Mr.  Duverge  complaining  of  being  wiili- 
o\it  conimi.-a ion  a.s  ('uginocr. 

•)0:id.  1733,  tub  August — Mr.  Duverge  on  the  same  subject;  all 
b.s  letters  )>o-,.sess  more  or  loss  information. 
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504th.  IToG,  loth  Sept. — Mr.  de  Bienville  on  the  Indians. 

505th.  1731,  30th  Nov. — memorial  of  INIr.  St.  Denis,  on  the 
means  to  p>rotect  the  country  against  the  insults  of  the  Indians, 
void  of  interest. 

506th.  1731,  SOth  Nov.— Mr.  St.  Denis,  bitter  complaints  of  the 
abandonment  of  the  colony  by  tlie  government. 

507th.  173G,  29th  i^lay — Mr.  de  Bienville  on  the  Indians. 

508th.  1735,  16th  Sept. — Messr.s.  do  Bienville  and  Salmon  on 
the  Indians. 

509th.  1736— do.  do.  on  the  Chieachas. 

510th.  1745,  1st  April — Mr.  de  Laye,  presenting  a plan  of  cam- 
paign against  the  Chieachas,  and  to  destroy  their  fort. 

511th.  1750 — memoranda  for  the  King,  extracted  from  the  con’e- 
spondence  of  Mr.  de  Vaudreiiii  on  (he  Indians. 

512th.  1759,  SOth  Junc' — corre.^pondeiicc  between  Messrs.  Boebe- 
more  and  de  Kerlerec,  on  the  nece.ssity  of  emitting  paper  money  to 
pay  the  oUicers  of  the  King. 

513tli.  No  date — miserable  condition  of  the  colony,  plans  proposed ; 
mere  repetitions. 

514th.  1726 — agreement  with  ]\Ir.  Ba.sin,  a miner  and  a drawer; 
memoranda  of  tools  required  to  work  the  mines. 

515th.  1729 — memorial  on  the  changes  it  would  be  advisable  to 
make  in  the  administration  of  the  West  India  Compan}-;  this  docu- 
ment is  interesting,  as  it  shows  the  whole  organization  of  the  com- 

516th.  1722,  1st  duly  — Mr.  Chassin,  of  Illinois,  interesting- 
details  on  the  mines;  speaks  of  siver  coins  and  plates  brought  by 
the  Indians  trading  with  jMexico. 

517th.  1723,  21st  Sept. — Mr.  Furry  to  the  Duke  d’Orlcans,  pray- 
ing that  he  be  permitted  to  have  his  memoir  on  Louisiana  printed, 
and  offering  to  prove  that  there  is  no  country  in  France  or  Europe 
equal  to  Louisiana,  and  that  none  but  igiiorants  and  traitors  can  have 
a different  opinion. 

518th.  1725 — memorial  of  Hubert  on  Louisiana,  drawn  up  by 
order  of  the  Duke  of  Noailles. 

519th.  1722,  9th  Dec. — memorial  of  Drouet  de  Valdcterro  on 
Loui.siana,  jnvscnt.s  a complete  organization. 

520th.  1720,  2oth  Doc.— --interesting  inemorial  oit  Louisiana,  Ber- 
nartl  do  la  llarpc. 

52lst.  1717,  tub  duly — pro])o.sltioiis  by  the  \Ve>t  India  Company 
to  the  navy  council,  and  memorial  to  that  circct. 
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Three  large  and  well  bound  minuic  boobs,  to  wit : Vol.  I.,  1712  to 
1720,  contents : 

1st.  Letters  patent  granted  by  tlie  King  to  Mr.  Crozat  for  the  ex- 
clusive commerce  of  Louisiana,  dated  rontainebleau,  14th  Sep- 
tember, 1712.'^  Privileges  of  Mr.  Crozat,  returned  to  the  King  23d 
August,  1717.  Letters  patent  in  the  form  of  an  edict  creating  the 
Wo.st  India  Company  in  .August,  1717  ; exclusive  privileges  granted 
to  that  company  for  25  years,  to  begin  1st  January,  1718,  and  to 
close  in  December,  1742. 

Instructions  by  the  company;  its  administrative  acts;  organization 
prepared  in  Paris  ; appointments  by  the  King  of  officers  recommended 
by  the  company.  , 

This  book  of  record  was  kept  by  the  company. 

Vol.  II.  1721  to  1731,  contents: 

1st  September,  1721,  concession  of  lands  to  Mr.  de  Boisbriant. 

10th  May,  1722,  ordinance  in  behalf  of  the  Capuchins  for  an  estab- 
lishment in  Louisiana.  . 

19  th  December,  1722,  ordinance  relative  to  the  Capuchins. 

December,  1722,  Mr.  Delachaise  appointed  by  the  King  with 
extraordinary  powers,  to  investigate  the  whole  of  the  IVest  India 
Company’s  affairs  in  Louisiana. 

January,  1724,  presentation  by  the  King  of  Mr.  Delachaise  to  ful- 
fill the  functions  of  first  counselor  in  the  conseil  superieur  of  Louis- 
iana. 

January  11th,  1724,  letters  patent  giving  admission  to  Mr.  Dela- 
chaise in  the  conseil  superieur  of  Douisiana. 

I'ebruary,  1724,  Bicvet  permitting  IMr.  Delachaise  to  accept  the 
appointment  of  honorary  counselor  in  the  ‘^conseil  de  la  Begie  of 
Louisiana.” 

July  5th,  1725,  Brevet  permitting  the  establishment  of  the  Capu- 
chins in  Louisiana. 

Sejitember  13tli,  1720,  treaty  with  the  Ursulincs, 

Scptouiber  18th,  1720,  Brevet  in  favor  of  the  Ursulines.  Decree 
regulating  the  conee.s.sions  granted,  and  to  be  lioreafl('r  granted  in 
Loui>Iana,  Ac. 

A ol.  III.,  contents  : 

iviiets;  letters  patent;  declarations;  decrees;  ordinances  and  rules 
e^mreruing  Loui.-iaiia. 

Ii-'iii  24th  Si'ptemitcr,  1712,  to  27th  August,  1740,  edicts,  letters 
1 at<  nt,  (li'chirations,  ordinances  and  deerees  of  the  council  of  state, 
"r-hnances  and  rules  of  governors,  and  deeTCOS  and  rules  of  tlie  “con- 
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HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS  OF  LOUISIANA. 


sell  su.p6rieur’^  concerning  Louisiana,  from  23d  January,  1731,  on 
■wliieli  day  tlic  West  India  Company  surrendered  its  government  to 
the  King,  to  27tli  August,  1740. 

Declaration  of  the  King  of  17th  July,  1743,  regarding  the  judg- 
-ments  to  be  rendered  in  land  contestations,  and  on  the  subject  of  land 
concessions  to  be  granted  in  the  colony. 

In  the  ‘‘  Bibliotueque  lu  Hoi/'  rari.^,  Ko.  050.  Delation  on 
annale  veritable  de  ce  qiii  s’est  passe  dans  le  Days  de  la  Louisiane, 
pendant  22  anuses,  par  rerricaul,’'  (from  1700  to  1722,)  small 
quarto,  methodically  written  and  divided  into  chapters,  374  pages. 

No.  1074.  Journal  du  voyage  de  la  Louisiane,  fait  par  le  Sr. 
Bernard  de  la  Harpe,  et  des  decouvertes  qu’il  a faites  dans  la  partie 
de  I’ouest  de  cette  colonic,'’  (in  the  year  from  1718  to  1722  inclu- 
sive.) Large  folio,  100  pages. 

No.  028.  Sup.  fi.  (same  volume  as  the  above.)  Journal  du 
voyage  fait  par  deux  frigates  du  Boy,  la  Bradine  commandee  par  hir. 
d’Iberville,  et  le  Marin  par  Mr.  le  Chevalier  de  Surg5res,  qui  par- 
tirent  de  Brest  Ic  24  Oct.  1098."  Large  folio,  80  pages. 

There  are  several  other  interesting  letters  and  papers  relating  to 
Louisiana,  in  the  same  volimrc,  and  at  the  same  period;  also  a manu- 
script map  of  the  Mississippi  river,  datc<l  ITOlh 

In  this  map  the  Bed  river  is  called  SaLIonniere,  the  Arkansas, 
Toiitiy  and  the  hlissouri.  Riviere  dcs  Osa'jt  s.  You  will  also  receive 
by  this  opportunity  copies  of  two  very  interesting  documents. 

1st.  1st  September,  1709,  letter  of  Covernor  Auhry  to  his  govern- 
, ment,  giving  a full  account  of  the  occurn-nces  in  New  Orleans  on  the 
arrival  of  Governor  O’Beilly,  of  his  participation  in  the  arrest  and 
condemnation  of  Messrs,  de  la  Frenidre  aU'i  nihers  ; of  the  means  used 
to  bring  the  conspirators  together  at  the  government  house,  where  they 
suddenly  found  themselves  snrroiinded  by  a b<>d.yof  grenadiers,  at  the 
close  of  a speech  of  Governor  O’Ueilly,  whirh  is  given  at  full  length 
in  said  letter. 

2d.  Becords  of  the  trial  and  comhunnation  of  hlossrs.  Nicolas 
Lafrenicre,  Jean  Baptiste  Nro'an,  Baltlia/;:r  Ma/an,  Ficrre  5larqnis, 
Joseph  Adllerd,  Bierro  Carrere,  Bimc  Hard!  de  Boisblanc,  dosejdi 
Betit,  Jean  Milhct,  Jose]»h.  Milhet,  Bii  ri'c  Beupet,  Julien  Jerome 
])ouccf,  Jdmcaidt  el  Bienville,  win  iad)y  it  ajipears  that  Bienv  j\lnr- 
quis  was  coininander-in-chi!  f : that  his  })iojrcl  was  to  establish  a Be- 
])ublie  similar  to  that  (d'  8\\ it/crland,  and  a b.nih  under  the  naitie 
of  the  ‘MMont  de  piele;"  that  this  bank  ^vas  ]nit  in  operation  uiuler 
the  diredloii  of  51r.  Hardy  do  Boisblanc;  that  a fnrm  of  goveinnient 
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had  been  prepared;  that  previous  to  his  arrest^  Marquis  had  thrown 
it  into  tlie  fire  ; that  on  tlie  20th  Oct.  IJeGih,  the  accused  were  found 
guilty  of  higli  treason ; that  on  the  24th  Governor  O’Eeilly  approved 
the  seutencCj  condeinning  ^Tessi-s.  Nicolas  Chauvin  Lafreniere,  Jean 
jlaptistc  Noyaiq  Ihcrre  Carrcre,  Pierre  Marquis  and  Joseph  IMilhet, 
to  be  hung.  And  declaring  infamous  the  memory  of  Mr.  Villere, 
(killed  in  prison.)  Also  condemning  Mr.  Jo.scph  Petit  to  perpetual 
imprisonment  in  one  of  the  strong  castles  of  his  Catholic  Majesty. 
Me.ssrs.  Palthazar  Mazan  and  Julien  Jerome  BouceC  to  10  years’  im- 
prisonment; and  Messrs.  Pierre  Hardy  cle  Eoisblanc,  Jean  Milhet  et 
Ihcrre  Poupet  to  six  years’  imprisonment ; ordering  all  the  papers, 
documents,  lI^c.,  found  in  the  possession  of  the  conspirators  to  be 
burned  upon  the  public  place  by  the  public  executioner,  and  confisca- 
ting the  whole  of  their  property  in  favor  of  the  crown.  That  on  the 
25th  Oct.  the  Licentiate  Felix  del  Key  informed  Governor  O’Reilly 
officially  that  the  above  sentence  could  not  be  carried  into  execution 
because  a hangman  was  not  to  be  found  in  the  country.  That  on  the 
.‘same  day  Governor  O’Reiil}^  ordered  the  conspirators  condemned  to 
death  to  be  shot.  That  on  the  2Gth  October,  1769,  at  3 o’clock  P. 
M.,  I^lessrs.  Nicolas  Chauvin  LafreniMe,  Pierre  Marquis,  Joseph  hlil- 
hot,  dean  Baptiste  Noyan,  and  Pierre  Carrere,  with  their  arms  well 
secured  by  ropes,  were  taken  out  of  the  barracks  of  the  Begiment  of 
Li.sbon,  where  they  had  been  imprisoned,  and  conducted  under  a strong 
escort  of  officers  and  gi-enadiers,  to  the  place  designated  for  their  exe- 
cution, where  a large  number  of  troops  had  been  formed  into  a square, 
that  their  sentence  was  there  read  to  them  in  the  French  language, 
immediately  after  which  they  were  shot.  That  on  the  same  day  all 
the  seditious  papers  found  among  the  conspirators  were  burned  on  the 
public  square.  That  on  the  following  day  Messrs.  Joseph  Petit, 
Balthazar  iMazan,  Julien  Jerome  Doucet,  Pierre  Hardy  de  ]>ois- 
blanc,  Jean  Milhet,  ct  Pierre  Poupet,  were  shipped  to  the  Havana 
to  be  contined  in  the  Moro  Castle. 
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A TRANSLATION 


OF  AN 
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OF 


HEENANDO  EE  SOTO 


ON  THE 


CONQUEST  OF  FLORIDA 


A TRANSLATION  OF  AN  ORIGINAL  LETTER  • 

OF 


HERNANDO  DE  SOTO. 


HIlRXANDO  m SOTO  to  the  municipal  AUTHORI- 
TIES 0]^^  ST.  JAGO  DE  CUBA. 

Mo,-t  nobIxE  Sirs  ; 

Siiiou  my  arrival  in  tliis  couutryj  I liavc  written  three  letters  by 
diiTorent  op^iortimltics  to  Havana,  and  without  being  honored  with 
a rc]/ly  to  cither^  I embrace  this  occasion  to  address  you  another,  be- 
lieving it  will  always  be  agreeable  to  you  to  hear  from  me.  I sailed 
from  Havana  with  my  Heet  on  Sunday,  May  18th,*  although  I had 
vrritteu  you  I would  not  weigh  anchor  before  the  25th.  I set  sail 
sooner  than  1 Iiad  intended,  in  order  to  profit  by  a favorable  wind. 
Hhi  had  no  sooner,  liowcver,  entered  the  Gulf  than  we  were  becalmed, 
w inch  [)rcvented  us  from  reaching  tliis  coast  before  lYhitsunday  the 
2oih.  "We  missed  our  port  by  five  or  six  leagues  through  the  care- 
ic‘-Miess  of  the  pilots,  which  obliged  me  to  embark  on  board  of  one 
of  il’LHu'igantjnes  to  go  in  search  of  it,  which  detained  me  throe  days 
i'lO.'A.  But  another  cause  of  this  delay  was  my  ignorance  of  the 
cTaunol,  wliieh  led  me  into  a bay  some  twelve  leagues  or  more  in- 
l ind,  tium  which  I found  it  dillicult  to  extricate  myself,  lliis  loss  of 
tiiai , (htu'cmre,  obligial  me  to  semi  Ahiseo  I’areallo  do  Figueroa,  my 
iieut  'uant-genera!,  with  the  luigantines  to  take  ]»osse.‘^siou  of  a village 
at  tin;  foot  ttf  the  ami  I ordered  him  to  laud  all  the  troops  and 
hoi>e.;  tliere,  Avlmre  J afterwards  joined  him,  with  some  difliculty,  on 
Trinity  Sunday.  ITm  Indians  beeamc  frlglilened,  and  deserted  the 


* Garcilaso  tic  la  Vo”u,  tlic  Inca,  says  ihe  20ih  of  May,  11)30. 
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country,  so  that  in  a distance  of  thirty  leagues  or  more  we  did  not 
meet  wuth  a human  being. 

As  soon  as  I landed  I was  informed  that  a Christian  was  in  the 
power  of  a cacique  of  the  country.  I accordingly  dispatched  Baltasar 
de  Gallegos  with  forty  horsemen  and  as  many  foot  soldiers,  to  bring 
him  into  camp.  After  marching  a day’s  journey  he  overtook  the 
Christian  in  company  with  eight  or  ten  Indians,  who  were  coming  to' 
me.  I was  much  pleased  with  this  good  fortune,  for  this  man  knew  the 
language  of  the  country,  although  he  had  almost  forgotten  his  own. 
Ilis  name  is  Juan  Ortiz,  a gontlomaii  of  Seville.  1 afterwards  went 
in  person  to  the  cacique  of  this  province,  and  learned  from  him  that 
his  intentions  were  entirely  pacific.  I tlien  dispatched  Baltasar  de 
Gallegos  with  eighty  lancers  and  one  hundred  foot  soldiers,  to  recon- 
noitre the  country.  He  found  it  cultivated  witli  fields  of  Indian 
corn,  beans,  pumpkins,  and  other  vegetables,  sufiicient  for  the  sup- 
ply of  a large  army.  Having  arrived  at  a cacique’s  called  Hurri- 
paeuxi,*  who  is  the  chief  of  several  }iroviiices,  I negotiated  with  him 
a treaty  of  peace,  wliieli  he  broke  vciy  sooii  after.  I liad  bim  imme- 
diately arrested,  with  seventeen  others,  among  whom  were  several  old 
men,  who  were  influential  with  the  Indians,  and  acapiainted  with  the 
interior  of  the  country.  They  told  me  that  after  three  days’  journey 
I would  come  to  a country  well  peopled  and  cultivated,  and  to  a large 
city  called  Aqaerra;  and  after  two  inore  days’  wo  should  reach  ano- 
ther city  called  Ocale^  where  it  would  be  pleasaut  for  us  to  spend  tlie 
winter. 

They  related  to  me  so  many  imjjrobable  tilings  about  its  magnifi- 
cence, that  I dare  not  repeat  them  all  to  you.  'i'lay  .wild  we  should 
find  here  all  kinds  of  poultry,  and  deer  Guai/hncos  enclosed  in  parks. 
Besides  persons  vrho  carried  on  a brisk  trade  witli  them  in  gold  and 
pearls,  wdiich  were  found  in  their  p)-ovi!ico  in  groat  quantities.  I 
trust  in  God  it  may  be  so,  for  .1  liavo  threatened  to  punish  them  if 
they  attempt  to  deceive  me.  The  (duhstiaii  has  so  fai-  rendered  me 
very  important  services.  Indeed  1 do  not  know  what  would  have 
become  of  us  if  we  bad  not  Ih-'cii  so  fortunate  as  to  have  met  with 
bim.  I constantly  return  tlmuk.s  to  God  for  bi.s  wat(diful  care  over 
ns.  There  are  still  at  sea  cigldy  foot  soldier.-^  in  the  brigantines. 
jMy  general  lias  talam  forty  lior.Miueii  with  him,  fa*  the  jiurpo.^e  of 
assisting  rTuaii  d’Anasco,  wdio  lias  snrpiiscil  a large  body  of  Indians. 
W'licn  ho  reUnais  J sleill  go  into  winter  (piarters  at  (Joi/c,  where  I 
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hope  to  find  all  that  my  army  should  stand  in  need  of.  I hope  that 
God  will  prosper  this  expedition  for  his  seryice,  and  that  I may  ever 
be  found  useful  to  my  country.  In  spite  of  the  arduous  duties  I have 
to  perform,  I can  never  forget  my  country,  and  the  many  obligations 
I am  under  to  my  friends.  I am  indeed  sorry  it  is  not  in  my  power 
to  greet  them  in  person.  I beg  of  you  to  continue  to  govern  the  coun- 
try well,  for  which  I shall  never  cease  to  thank  you.  As  it  regards 
the  fort  which  was  commenced  before  my  departure,  I wish  you  to 
have  it  finished,  as  the  time  may  come  when  it  will  be  useful  for  the 
defence  of  the  city.  I now  pray  God  to  keep  your  lordships  from  all 
liarm,  and  prosper  your  undertakings.  I subscribe  myself  in  this  city 
and  port  of  Saint  Esprit,  in  the  province  of  Florida,  this  ninth  day  of 
July,  1530, 

Your  lordships’  obedient  servant,  ^ 
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Having  arrived  at  tlie  Port  of  Raya  Honda/j-  landed  six  Imn- 
dred  and  twenty  inciH  and  two  hundred  and  twenty-three  horses.  As 
soon  as  we  had  done  so^  we  were  informed  by  one  of  tlic  Indians  we 
had  captured,  that  a Christian't  was  living  a few  leagues  off,  who 
had  served  in  the  expedition  of  Ihimlile  dc  Narvaez,  The  cacique 
of  this  province  on  hearing  we  had  landed,  asked  the  Christian  if  he 
V, ashed  to  return  to  us.  Ho  answered  him  in  the  affirmative,  and  im- 
mediately sent  him,  with  nine  Indians,  to  our  camp.  Ills  body  was 
naked,  and  in  his  hand  he  had  a bow  and  arrows.  As  soon  as  wn 
perceived  them  coming  we  took  them  for  spies,  and  marched  out  to 
meet  them,  but  they  fled  in  every  direction.  The  horsemen  dashed 
after  them  and  wounded  one  of  the  Indians,  and  would  have  killt  d 
the  Chrl.^tian  if  ho  had  not  invoked  the  Virgin  hi  ary,'"’  and  made 
signs  that  he  was  a Christian,  for  he  had  almost  forguUen  to  spuak  our 
language.  He  was  immediately  comhicted  to  the  governor.  Ho 

* Tliis  narrauve  \va.s  j)rc.<cntoit,  say.s  Jlaao:,  to  ihc  King  and  Council  of  tin: 
Indies  ill,  1514,  by  lads  l!crnaiido/  dc  Biedma,  v*dio  aecotni>aiiied  the  ex{;'0- 
ditiou  ill  the  capacity  of  '"F<.ulcur  dc  sa  A/iyV.sO;,'’  and  lias  been  hut  very  recently 
discovered  in  Sjiain. 

t Tlu>  Espiritu  b.into  of  Vega,  and  now  called  Tampa  Bat'. 

I Juan  Ortiz,  a gciillcaian  of  Seville. 
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stated  that  he  had  been  twelve  years  aiiiong  the  Indians^  and  spoke 
their  language  perfectly;  but  that  he  was  unacquainted  with  the 
countr}^  and  was  unable  to  tell  us  anything  about  it,  except  that 
there  was  no  gold  in  it. 

AVe  now  set  out  from  the  Port  of  Paya  Honda,  to  penetrate  the 
interior  of  the  country,  with  all  the  ti-oops  except  twenty-six  horse- 
men and  sixty  foot  soldiers,  which  we  left  behind  to  defend  the  fort, 
until  tlmy^  should  receive  orders  from  the  governor  to  join  him.  AA^e 
marched  in  a westerly  direction,  and  then  north-east.  AA^^e  heard  of  a 
cacique  who  received  tribute  from  all  the  nations.  His  name  was 
llnrripacuxi/^  and  lived  about  twelve  leagues  from  the  coast.  AA^e 
continued  to  march  across  swamps  and  rivers  for  fifteen  or  twenty 
leagues,  and  reached  a village  about  winch  we  had  been  told  strange 
stories.  Among  others,  they  pretended  that  when  the  inhabitants 
shouted  aloud,  the  birds  flying  in  the  air  vrould  fall  dead  to  the  ground. 
AVe  arrived  at  a small  village  called  Eto-cale.'\  Here  we  found 
some  Indian  corn,  beans,  and  little  dogs,  wliieh  was  not  a meal  for  our 
Imngry  amiy".  AVe  remained  here  seven  or  eight  days,  during  which 
time  we  made  an  attempt  to  entrap  sosne  Indians,  to  serve  us  as  guides 
to  the  province  of  Apalaehc.  AA^e  then  set  out  in  the  direction  of 
New  Si)ain,  marching  ten  or  twelve  leagues  from  the  coast.  After 
five  or  six  days'  journey,  we  passed  some  hamlets,  and  arrived  at  a 
village  called  AfpiacaJcaien^  when  we  found  the  Indians  had  fled  to  the 
woods. 

AVe  remained  here  five  or  six  days  to  procure  guides,  and  took  with 
us  ten  or  twelve  women,  one  of  wdioiii  infornicd  us  that  she  was  the 
dangliter  of  a cacique,  vrho  afterwards  joined  us.  After  six  or  seven 
days’  journey,  wo  met  a hundred  and  fifty  Indians  armed  with  bows  and 
arrows,  who  were  watching  an  opportunity  to  rescue  the  cacique  we 
had  brought  with  us.  AVe  killed  a few  and  captured  others;  amon"' 
the  latter  were  some  who  were  acquainted  with  the  interior  of  the  coun- 
try. AVe  then  passed  a river,  and  crossed  a country  called  YcachUe, 
where  wo  found  a great  many  deserted  villages.  We  came  to  a vil- 
lage called  Aqn'dr,'\  on  the  frontier  of  the  province  of  Apalache,  and 
separated  from  Veachilc  by  a river, § ov('i*  which  we  threw  a bridge  of 
rafts  tied  together.  A\"e  crossed  it  with  diificulty,  for  the  Indians 
lucl  ])»e'icd  themselves  on  tlic  o]q)i>.site  itank,  and  fnight  with  great 

*■  'J'lic  I'lrihA  ci^ri  f.f  A’cga. 

■f  Xc.ir  l!u;  .‘'iiwaii-  i-. 

y k)  I).'  a vllla;j;c  of  that  name  now  S(.uth  of  (he  Allaelma  prairie. 

8nj';)w'=c(l  l')  bo  ilio  Snwanee  River. 
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bravery.  We  marelied  to  the  village  of  Ivi-ia-chuco,^'  but  as  soon  as 
the  Indians  saw- us,  they  set  tire  to  their  village  and  fled.  The  pro- 
vince of  Apalacltc  contains  many  villages,  but  we  found  provisions 
very  scarce  there.  From  Apalaehe  v/e  marched  to  the  province  of 
Yustaga.  The  governor  now  thought  it  time  to  hear  from  those  he 
liad  left  behind  at  Baya  Honda,  as  it  was  not  his  inteiuion  to  advance 
so  far  into  the  country  as  to  render  it  impossible  to  liave  any  commu- 
nication with  them. 

AVc  had  now  traveled  one  hundred  and  ten  leagues.  The  governor 
went  in  search  of  the  sea,  which  was  nine  leagues  distant.  We  had 
now  come  to  that  part  of  the  coast  where  Pamfdc  de  Narvaez  had 
built  his  vessels.  We  recognized  the  spot  on  which  ho  had  l)uilt  his 
smithy,  and  saw  a great  quantity  of  horses’  bones  scattered  about.']' 
The  Indians  told  us  the  Christians  had  built  their  vessels  here.  As 
soon  as  Juan  d’Anasco  liad  marhed  the  trees  on  the  shore,  the  go- 
vernor ordered  him  to  go  to  Baya  Honda,  and  send  forward  the  troops 
he  had  left  there,  and  to  return  himself  by  sea  with  the  brigantines 
to  Apalaehe.  As  soon  as  the  brigantines  had  arrived,  the  governor 
sent  them  again  to  sea,  under  tljc  command  of  the  Chevalier  Fran- 
cisco 31aldonado  de  Salamanca,  to  find  a port  to  the  East.  He 
coasted  along  shore  until  he  reached  a bay;};  which  had  a good  harbor. 
On  the  bank  of  a river  wais  an  Indian  village,  some  of  whom  came  to 
trade  with  him.  He  spent  two  months  in  making  this  exploration. 
As  soon  as  he  returned,  the  governor  ordered  him  to  take  the  brigan- 
tines, on  board  of  which  was  Donna  Isabella  de  Bobadilla,  to  Havana, 
and  on  his  arrival  there,  to  set  sail  again  with  them  to  the  river 
Saint  Ab^)r<V,  where  he  agreed  to  meet  him  in  six  months,  if  he  should 
not  hear  Bom  him  sooner. § 

As  soon  as  the  brigantines  had  set  sail  for  Cuba,  we  began  our 
marel)  to  the  north,  and  journeyed  five  days  through  a desert  until 
we  came  to  a large  and  rapid  river,  which  we  crossed  ovn* * * §  in  boats. 

This  ’ province  is  called  AcapachiquA.W  We  observed  some  vil- 

* 'The  Jlfac/iuro  of  Vo^a, 

f St!})i)03cd  lo  be  (he  site  of  the  pivscni  town  of  Si.  Marks,  wheie  Pamlilo 
tic*  Xarvaez  oinb  irkcat  ihc  niisonihlc  roimiant  of  liis  troojis,  on  the  2Cil  Septem- 
bor,  ir>2S,  to  rt'Uim  to  S]>aiii. 

I Supposed  lo  Ite  I’l-nsacola  Ray.  llit^  Af'linsi  of  Vei^a. 

§ In  the  followin;f  year  (1.512)  iMaldnnado  returned  to  tlie  Port,  of  Aoliusi 
( Rensaeohi),  to  eonmnmieale  with  He  Soti.»,  but  not  liml  him  there  he  returned 
to  llavanti. 

!!  d’hc  ('vparhiqtti  of  Veya. 
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lages,  but  as  tlie  country  T^as  covered  with  very  extensive  swamps, 
we  could  not  explore  them.  The  Indian  huts  in  this  pro\dnce  were 
diflbrcntlj  constructed  rr<mi  those  wo  liad  previously  seen.  They  were 
dug  in  the  ground,  and  resembled  caverns,  while  those  we  had  passed 
were  above  ground,  and  covered  with  branches  of  palm  trees  and 
straw.  We  contijiued  our  inarch  until  we  came  to  two  rivers,  which 
we  crossed  by  making  rafts  of  pine  trees,  and  entered  a province  called 
(9?oa* * * §,  where  we  found  a nuieli  larger  village  than  we  had  yet  seen. 
We  captured  some  Indians,  to  serve  us  as  guides  and  interpreters. 
We  took  five  or  six  days  to  cross  this  country  to  a province  called 
Ohisi.^  From  Chisi  we  went  to  a province  called  Attaimha.  Here 
we  found  a river  wdiich  flowed  towards  tlie  south,  like  those  we  had 
. already  passed,  and  cm j. tied  into  tlie  sea  where  Yasquez  de  Ayllon 
had  landed.  This  province  is  Wfll  peopled.  The  governor  questioned 
the  Indians  about  the  jiroviuce  of  Cajllachiqui.'^  They  told  him  it. 
AA'as  impossible  to  get  there,  as  there  ^Ye^e  no  roads,  nor  provisions 
of  any  kind  which  he  could  obtain,  and  that  he  must  die  of  buuo-er  if 
be  attempted  it. 

Neverthele.ss,  we  continued  our  inarcli  until  we  came  to  some  caciques 
[Ocute  and  Co/mjhc)^  who  gave  us  some  provisions,  and  told  us  that  if 
we  wmuld  declare  war  against  the  (hieeii  of  CoJitachujui,^  they  would 
furnish  us  with  all  that  we  needed  on  llio  road,  and  warned  us  that 
they  had  no  conuuimieation  with  her,  as  they  were  at  war  wdth  her. 
Seeing  that  we  were  resolved  on  going  there,  they  furnished  us  with 
eight  hundred  Indians  to  carry  our  provisions  and  baggage,  and  guides 
who  took  us  ill  an  easterly  direetion^  Irut  after  three  days  we  found 
them  deceiving  us,  nor  tlid  wc  know  whic  h road  to  take  to  this  pro- 
vince. The  governor  sent  men  in  different  directions  to  find  a road, 
and  gave  them  each  t-n  days  to  go  and  come,  with  orders  to  report 
any  villages  which  they  might  sec.  'J’liosc  wdio  went  in  the  direction 
of  south,  and  south-ea.st,  returned  four  days  after,  and  reported  they 
had  found  a little  hamlet,  and  some  provi.dons.  They  brought  wdth 
. them  some  Indians,  who  understood  our  guides,  wdiich  was  very  fortu- 
nate for  us,  us  we  iiod  I'Ui  tew  inlerjuvtcr.s.  'Wc  immediately  inarched 
for  this  hamlet,  to  wait  there  until  the  me.'isengers  who  had  gone  in 
0 tiic  other  direction  could  join  us.  Here  wo  found  fifty  fauegas  of  lu- 

• The  i>r 

■j  'flu*  Chiiioi  oI  ^ epa, 

;[■  SuppiHi'd  in  1„-  :i!.(.iit  the  liead  waters  of  the  Savannah  River. 

§ The  Ciqtachiqni  of  Vejta. 
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dian  corn,  some  wlicat^  and  a great  many  mulberry  trees^  and  otber 
wild  fruit.  As  soon  as  the  other  messengers  came  we  set  out  for  the 
village  of  OoptacJu'qm',  which  was  twelve  days’  journey  from  this 
hamlet,  situated  on  the  banks  of  a river,  which  we  took  for  the  Saint 
Ilelenc.'^ 

When  wo  arrived,  the  queen  sent  us  one  of  her  nieces,  in  a litter 
carried  b}'  Indians.  She  sent  the  governor  a present  of  a necklace  of 
beads,  canoes  to  cross  the  river  with,  and  gave  us  half  the  village  to 
lodge  in.  The  governor  opened  a large  temple  built  in  the  woods,  in 
which  was  bm  ied  the  chiefs  of  the  country,  and  took  from  it  a quantity 
of  pearls,  amounting  to  six  or  seven  arrohes,  which  were  spoiled  by 
being  buried  in  the  ground.  We  dug  up  two  Spanish  axes,  a chaplet 
of  wild  olive  seed,  and  some  small  beads,  resembling  those  we  liad 
brought  from  Spain  for  the  purpose  of  trading  with  the  Indians.  IVe 
conjectured  they  had  obtained  these  things  by  trading  with  the  com- 
jruiions  of  Vas(juez  de  Ayllon.  The  Indians  told  us  the  sea  was  only 
about  tljiriy  leagues  distant.  They  also  informed  us  that  AAsquez  de 
Ayllon  had  not  penetrated  far  into  the  connti-y,  but  bad  mostly  fol- 
lowed the  sea  shore,  until  his  death.  That  a large  number  of  bis 
soldicTS  died  of  liungcr,  and  out  of  six  liundred  wbo  bad  landed  in 
this  country  with  him,  only  tifty-seven  had  escaped. 

We  remained  ten  or  twelve  days  in  the  queen’s  village,  and  then  set 
out  to  explore  the  countiy.  We  marched  in  a northerly  direction 
eight  or  ten  days,  through  a mountaiuous  country,  where  there  was 
but  little  food,  until  wc  ]'cacbcd  a province  called  Adm/a,'j'  wbieb  was 
tliinly  inhabited. t We  tlicn  ascended  to  tlie  source  of  the  great  river, 
wldeli  wc  supposed  w'as  tbe  Saint  Esprit.  At  the  village  of  Ouasuli, 
the}'  gave  us  a great  many  clogs,  and  some  corn  to  cat,  which  served 
us  until  we  readied  a village  called  Chisca,^  where  wc  found  an 
abimdar’ce  of  ju’ovisioiis.  It  is  built  on  an  island  in  tlio  .":^aint 
I.>prit  river,  and  near  its  source. ||  The  Indians  live  here  in  walled 
villages,  .and  make  a great  deal  of  oil  from  nuts.  We  remained  lierc 
twenty-.dx  or  seven  days,  to  rest  onr  horses,  which  bad  become  very 

• to  1)0  iu  the  Chf'rokoo  country,  ami  j^robably  ilie  Iliwastecor  'j'on- 

IbViT, 

t 1 b.,-  ti!  . a n'.rthrrn  puint  ol'  Do  Sato's  travels,  ami  jirobably  in  the  latitiule 
of  X. 

I Suiy-nSfi.!  (:)  be  the  nunuitai’ious  country  of  the  (niorolcces. 

§ .'^up|)o.Tvi  t > lie  in  the  (■('1111117  lU'  the  Chicaehas. 

!)  .Suppo.'Oii  I'j  bo  the  Flint  or  Apalachicola  Kiver. 
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thin.  AVc  continued  onr  inai-cdi  along  this  river,* * * §  until  vre  arrived 
in  tlie  ]U’(;"incG  of  Cosiehe,  vdiei-e  the  villages  were  likewise  built  on 
the  islainls  of  iiic  river.  The  provii^ce  of  Coca  is  one  of  the  best 
countries  wo  inive  seen  in  Florida.  Tlie  caciijue  came  to  meet  us, 
borne  in  a littt;r,  and  accompanied  bj  a numerous  train.  But  the 
next  morning  his  followers  deserted  him.  We  kept  the  cacique  a 
prisoner  imtil  l;e  agreed  to  fnrnihh  us  witli  Indians  to  carry  our  bag- 
gage. Ju  tliis  country  we  found  prunes  resembling  those  of  Spain, 
and  vines  which  produced  excellent  grapes. 

Leaving  iliis  province  we  marched  west  and  south-west,  for  five  or 
six  days.  Wc  nas.sed  a great  mmibor  of  villages,  and  at  the  end  of 
rhat  time  we  entered  the  province  called  llallai  The  inhabitants  fled 
in  every  uiieciion;  but  tlie  cacique  e;imo  soon  after,  and  presented  us 
with  twenty-six  or  seven  women,  ami  some  deer  skins.  AVe  then  pro- 
ceeded south,  and  passing  through  some  villages,  we  arrived  in  the 
province  of  7hscohcscp,f  whose  caciqne  ^vas  of  such  a height  that  we 
took  him  fur  a giant.  On  arriving  at  his  village  vcc  gave  him  a tour- 
nnmoiit,  and  offered  him  other  amnsements,  of  v hieh  he  took  no  notice. 
\\h;  rcfjucsted  him  to  give  us  some  Indians  to  carry  our  baggage, 
which  he  rH'used  with  a sneer.  The  governor  ihcii  took  him  a pri- 
soner, ^v'h)cll  greatly  enraged  liim,  and  was  the  c;uise  of  his  treachery 
to  us  after^wu'ds.  He  told  us  tliat  he  could  not  gi^•e  us  anything  here, 
i)ut  wc  mu-t  go  to  his  village,  called  Madia,  where  lie  would  furnish 
ijim  witli  all  (he  provisions  wo  stood  in  need  of.  came  to  a large 
river  which  ciupties  into  tlie  hav^  called  Cltns.e.\  The  Indians  in- 
tonned  us  that  Sarvaezs  vessels  had  touched  ho  e fur  water,  and  left 
a,.  Christian  called  Tco''loro,  who  was  still  anioug  the  Tudiaus.  They 
showed  us  a poignarJ  which  liad  belonged  to  him.  We  took  two  days 
to  const nict  a rafi,  to  cross  tlm  river.  Xu  the  momtime  the  Indians 
hilled  one  ol  the  governor’s  guard.  The  governor  punished  the  cacique 
lor  it‘,  and  (lircatoied  to  burn  liim  alive  if  lie  did  not  deliver  up  the 
murderers.  Hetlioi  jiromisud  to  doliver  them  up  at  J/tau7u.  This 
aacique  liad  a number  of  servants  with  him.  1 L'.  had  one  to  hrusli  oft' 
tlie  liics,  aud  another  to  eaivy  a siinsluide. 

W e arrived  at  JA/iv7u§  at  nine  o’clock  in  the  morning.  It  was  a 

* PiiMKihiv  I'u-  (’wi).'a  River. 

i 1 lii'-  i'  1 I'oljaMy  e,:iv('  name  to  the  River  Tusealoo^a  in  Alabama. 

p Pen--t.e(il,i  I’.'iyj  ilie  Arliti'^i  of  ^’(■;^a. 

§ ilii-<  town,  t’le  .''laiivila  oi  N e;ia,  is  mi] 'posOit  to  lia.ve  ^too^l  on  the  north 
siJe  of  the  Alaliama,  tilxiiH  the  jmuniou  ot  lliat  river  with  the  Tomheebe,  alxnU 
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village  built  on  a plain,  ami  surrounded  by  strong  walls.  On  tbe 
outside  tlic  Indians  bad  pullctl  down  their  huts,  so  as  not  to  embarrass 
them.  Some  of  the  chiefs  met  us  and  told  us  we  could  encamp  on 
the  plain,  but  the  governor  preferred  going  with  them  into  the  town. 
IVe  saw  only  thi'ce  or  four  hundred  Indians,  who  entertained  us  with 
dancing  and  feasting,  but  there  was  hid  in  the  town  five  or  six  thou- 
sand men,  to  surprise  us.  After  the  dancing  was  over  the  cacicpie 
retired  into  one  of  his  huts.  The  governor  recpiested  him  to  come 
out,  which  he  refused  to  do.  The  captain  of  the  governor’s  guard 
went  in  after  him,  and  found  it  filled  with  warriors,  armed  with  bows 
and  arrows,  lie  reported  to  the  governor  what  he  had  seen,  and 
told  him  that  ho  suspected  they  were  going  to  commit  some  treason. 
The  governor  then  sent  for  another  cacique,  who  also  refused  to  come. 
The  Indians  now  began  to  shoOt  their  arrows  from  the  loopholes  in 
their  houses,  while  others  discharged  them  from  the  outside. 
were  not  upon  our  guard,  as  we  had  supposed  them  friends,  and  con- 
sc(|uently  wc  suffered  severely.  We  retreated  to  the  outside  of  the 
village.  Our  baggage  remained  vrliere  it  had  been  thrown  down,  and 
as  soon  as  the  Indians  discovered  we  had  lied,  they  shut  the  gates  of 
the  village,  and  commenced  to  pillage  our  baggage. 

The  governor  ordered  sixty  or  eighty  horsemen  to  arrange  them- 
selves into  four  platoons,  and  attack  the  village  in  four  different  places, 
lie  directed  the  first  who  should  enter  the  village  to  set  fire  to  the 
houses,  while,  the  rest  of  the  soldiers  were  ordered  not  to  let  any 
e.scape.  ’^Wc  fought  from  inoriiing  till  night,  without  a single  Indian 
asking  for  quarters.  AVhen  night  came,  only  throe  Indians  were  found 
left  guarding  the  twenty  women  who  had  danced  before  us.  Two  of 
these  were  killed,  and  the  other,  ascending  a tree,  took  the  string  from 
his  how  and  hung  himself  from  one  of  the  limbs.  AVc  lost  twenty 
men  killed,  and  had  two  hundred  and  fifty  wounded. Pining  tlie 
night  we  dressed  the  wounded  with  the  fat  of  the  slain  Indians,  be- 
cause ouT  medicine  was  burnt  with  the  baggage.  AVe  remained  hore 
t wen ty-.so veil  or  eight  days,  until  the  wounded  could  rccoviu.  \Ve 
tlien  dcparfoil,  taking  with  ns  the  women,  whom  wc  dislribiitcd  among 
the  wound* ‘d  to  nurse  them.. 

The  Indians  liad  (old  us  wo  were  more  tlian  forty  leagues  from  the 

one  luinditMl  miles  from  roiisacohi.  ^J'hcro  is  little  doubt  liiat  it  [^avc  the  ue.mc 
to  the  present  river  atul  hay  of  .Mobile. 

• (oiieilaso  de  la  \ eya  states  the  loss  of  tlie  Spaniards  to  be  cighty-iwo,  ami 
the  Indians  above  eleven  thousand. 
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sea.  'We  desired  the  governor  to  approach  it,  so  that  we  might  get 
some  news  from  tlie  brigantines,  but  he  dared  not  do  it,  as  it  was  now 
already  in  the  middle  of  November,  and  he  wislied  to  find  a country 
where  there  wore  provisions,  and  could  go  into  winter  cpiarters.  AYe 
marched  north  ten  or  twelve  days,  suffering  intensely  from  the  cold, 
until  at  length  we  reached  a fertile  province,  where  we  went  into  win- 
ter quarters.  The  cold  here  is  greater  than  in  Spain.  This  pimdnce 
is  called  Chicaca.^'  The  Indians  defended  the  rivers  we  had  to  cross, 
but  afterwards  they  fled  to  the  woods.  In  seven  or  eight  days  after, 
the  cacique  sent  envoys  to  tlie  governor.  They  were  w^ell  received  by 
him,  and  he  sent  word  to  the  cacicpie  to  present  himself.  The  cacique 
came  in  a litter,  and  brought  with  him  rabbits,  and  whatever  he  could 
procure  in  the  country,  to  give  us  to  cat.  At  night  we  surprised  some 
Indians  who  pretended  they  had  cmiie  into  our  camp  to  see  liow  we 
slept.  Suspecting  their  motives  we  increased  our  guards.  As  these 
Indians  knew  how  we  had  placed  our  guards,  three  hundred  entered 
the  village  and  set  fii’e  to  it.  They  killed  fifty-seven  horses,  three 
hundred  hogs,  and  thirteen  or  fourteen  of  our  men,  and  afterw'ards  fled. 

Wo  remained  here  the  next  day,  in  a very  bad  condition.  AYe  had 
a few  horses  left,  but  we  had  no  saddles,  lances,  or  shields,  for  all  had 
been  burnt.  In  five  days  after,  the  Indians  renewed  the  attack.  They 
marched  to  battle  in  great  order,  and  attacked  us  on  three  sides. 
We  went  out  to  meet  them,  and  put  them  to  flight.  AYe  sojourned 
here  two  mouths,  during' which  time  we  made  saddles,  lances,  and 
shields,  after  which  we  marched  to  the  north-west,  until  w<?  reached 
• the  provii'ice  of  Alibamo.'f  Here  the  Indians  had  built  a strong  pali- 
sade, and  had  three  hundred  inen  to  defend  it,  with  orders  to  die 
rather  than  to  let  us  pass  through.  As  soon  as  we  perceived  the 
warriors  behind  the  jialisade,  wo  thought  they  liad  ju'ovisions,  or  some- 
thing valuable  behind  it.  AYe  were  in  great  want  of  provisions,  and 
knew  that  we  had  to  cross  a great  desert  before  we  could  find  any. 
\Ye,  therefore,  armnged  ourselves  into  two  divisiccis,  and  attacked  the 
enemy.  AYe  carried  the  palisade,  I'ut  we  lost  seven  or  eight  men,  and 
had  twenty-five  vmunded.  AYe  found  enough  provisions  ])eh.ind  the 
palisade  to  last  us  our  journey  of  ten  or  t^velvo  days  through  the 
desert.  T'hc  wounded  and  sick  gave  us  a great  dical  of  trouble,  and  on 
the  last  day  we  very  unexpectedly  entered  a village  called 

* Supposed  to  bo  th(‘  country  of  the  Clileas.aws. 

t 'I'ljis  piovince  save  its  name  to  the  Ahibama  River. 

1 The  Clilsca  of  Carcilaso  de  lu  M'ga. 


If  t ";s, 


1 


bf^ 


' 'riM"* ''■ '*  j'K  ..  ■ , ■ '. ''V.  ,'•  V ';^'' f-  ■ ' SI  ■ '^ '■■- 

ii  fe»7P''-  ;■({  '^■«i  v *f  ju'ai  OttiiW 

, ^ t//  / , im^n  t.  ,-Jl  o-ri^hr. 

-'  'M*  f jtTj-vii  ! f«ii:’!Ji 

^ in  r.:/7’%  ’«;?  Wo-  jff*  .dt  '-ii'-jv  i?4/ 

v>  :t4 ■''•■'  nd't  i4' ■ dm  '•  ■ ■ ''‘c- 

, -T  [ ) fiyW  .iWt'iO  0';r-^iiil- <(^■I  r'i  ,M  /-JI  >/■■  'Jii|  rw.j  <'jji|' 

. . y^'t  Jil'^soof.v  Iwo  .r  !.-^'>r 

_ " ■ Uvi  ?'/;•/.  •'‘"'^*  »')<•.',•  i,  JJJ  •;  XU  .yjfciija*^ 

t:l^  4b  ' '■•t:  ''  ol!'  '-'rf. »/';«•?;  •CvV,'T'rij;./so,>.:;  j/':.  t;t  yniyvs^-ii: 

b fyu,  i^bb-k’Si  !.:.'  ■ I M f 1 n ■ j -#4lJ  ;'.m.  '>  .ivrvr  hJiy  /'(iq  a/hf  >AU,ihaX 

,'tei'l^  sA'  7i?-i  t/i  .ifjOl? 

hnbilHl  '-07ti.il  *.  , ’ 

■•  '.'^'ttil  a',/v:.*i^i’t;'l  i-oPhi  ...  0.^  u'lj  hixn  ^ 

} . .:  U’w4'l7':i^'  i-i  ..n’5i.A?n|  f>«  . ,.,  .••'I  l/V  7- -.!tf:ff 

; y //  ^mi'iH!  :fjr:t  i^".1f^''^5  *tf  5:it'71  r^U  iJ'r,r.l  ^-z:u:r  y:  I yj'7t  ,. 
i.4UrM-i  I"'"  ; on  N):\  y .tbuu  pi' 4 'W<^  /I 

^•.i4C  7v‘l  hO’/f-'O  I .^,-TKU  ij  j -,1>  , S 

I.>i45.:y  ■■«-.  -(•'■.It  HiS  !•  -.i'-.lhi  j.i'ii,  , 4-"  ii./'C-i.oi  (>hUv\  - J -Wifl-/'?,;!! 

I iyffii  ,f.rdi  ,T <'|  )ao  -Ino'ff 

. .'iMpitv-'  --V;  i,rw  ilviftii?  'Vj;-<s>.07u  ,: ■:4..hv-ait  o 1 o;-.! 

fn.: 7'-^:’  ' f-'7  .‘.'vVMitiatr  ■ 4-  < i •y.rrf*w)w  .. 

. ■ ' ..  <^^'■vM..^.■;  n*.,ikoi  ■-  «{).iH  'vv^  V vV4K ‘‘io 

ijh'O'  ■'■’  A ,>■  ,^i  ,:■■  f PoJ'irji*;  7;iu)  i-frrl  Ab.;3 

- if^  ♦v.A  , '‘OJ  iijsi/r 


y\A  n . lou? 
0,'l) 


, ...J  1,;  l;tl: 


.'^)Tfty  Tvi 

-.P  rv;:.:^Jv  fl 


r.}.< 


W .4  o!LIi:l'1.;’/ 

-ti'  'ft4  i«:4  '/■■./  .hiiil  7^  ,iri 
1 '•■■'v!/"!’*!.'-'.  P7^'>'‘rrrij I ig-j'S#;  ' .bif 


|-7n>r'rV//  liAd 

i70  P.  jf{[ dfi  r , / '.?•,•■«  lv:4hii.-T7  -rl  1* 

.'vu^'  f • <»•  > v J >-w  /i/li  .hd  ttiU 

,.„■/;  «i  »i»'in,ipf--|Mg  ■'"’ 


EXPEDITION  or  HERNANDO  DE  SOTO. 


105 


TJie  people  here  were  poor  and  miscraLle,  and  ^Ye^c  working  tlieir  corn 
fields  when  we  entered  it.  The  village  was  built  on  the  banks  of  the 
Saint  IJqjrit.  It  was  tributai-jj  like  many  others,  to  the  sovereign  of 
Pacaha. 

ATe  left  the  village  to  encamp  on  the  banks  of  the  river.  Ilere  we 
found  the  ]n>liaii3  had  gathered  to  dispute  our  passage.  Tlicy  had 
with  tliem  a great  number  of  canoes.  We  remained  here  twenty- 
eight  or  nine  days,  and  built  four  large  pirogues,  capable  of  containing ' 
seventy  or  eighty  men  each,  and  five  or  six  horses.  In  the  meantime, 
ever}'  day  at  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  Indians  got  into  two 
Imndred  and  fifty  canoes,  dressed  with  flags,  and  approached  our  side 
of  the  river  to  shoot  their  arrows  at  us,  but  as  soon  as  we  had  finished 
our  pirogues  they  made  a precipitate  retreat.  Tlie  river*  here  was 
about  a league  wide,  and  from  nineteen  to  twenty  fathoms  deep.  AVe 
ascended  this  river  to  the  province  of  Facaha,  but  before  wo  arrived 
there  we  came  to  another  province,  whose  sovereign  was  named  Ycas- 
ejui.  lie  came  to  us  and  professed  a great  deal  of  friendship,  but  he 
was  at  w-ar  with  the  nation  we  had  just  left.  He  was  well  received  by 
the  governor,  and  that  night  we  encamped  on  a plain  in  sight  of  his 
village,  where  we  remained  two  days.  The  cacic|ucs  of  this  country 
make  a custom  of  raising,  near  their  dwellings,  very  high  hills,  on 
which  they  sometimes  build  their  huts.  On  one  of  these  we  planted 
the  cross,  and  went  with  much  devotion  on  our  knees  to  kiss  the  foot 
of  it.  On  the  same  evening  we  returned  to  our  camp,  and  on  the 
following  morning  we  set  out  for  FacaJia.  AA^e  journeyed  tw'O  days, 
and  reached  a village  in  the  midst  of  a plain  surrounded  b}'  ^Yalls, 
and  a rlitcli  fllled  with  waiter,  which  had  been  made  by  the  Indians. 
A\  e aj)proaclicd  it  cautiously,  and  when  we  got  near  it,  we  saw'  the 
inhabitants  going  off.  AVe  entered  it  wdthout  any  trouble,  and  took 
a fow  Indians.  AVhilc  we  remained  here  the  cacique  whom  we  had 
left  bolnnd.  us  joined  us,  with  a numerous  troop  of  Indians,  and  offered 
to  U'-'i'-t  us.  The  governor  received  him  graciously,  and  presented 
him  w ith  all  the  treasures  W'C  had  found  in  tlie  village,  after  which  he 
wvnt  away  quietly. 

A\  c Ji  inaiiK-d  at  this  village  tw'enty-six  or  seven  days,  anxious  to 
learn  if  we  cmuM  take  the  northern  route,  and  cross  to  the  bioutli  Hoa. 
A\  0 then  marelied  north-east,  where  W'e  were  toM  we  wonld  hml  large 
towns.  A\  0 traveled  eight  days  tlirough  swamqis,  after  Avhich  we  met 
a troo])  of  Indians,  wlio  lived  under  movahle  tents.  They  inhniuod 


**  'J'ho  Mississippi  Rivc'v. 
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118  that  there  were  other  tribes  like  themselves,  who  pitched  their  tents 
wherever  they  found  deer,  and  carried  their  tents  and  provisions  with 
them  on  their  bucks  from  place  to  place.  We  next  came  to  the  pro- 
vince of  Calasi.  The  natives  attend  but  little  to  the  cultivation  of 
land,  and  live  principally  on  fish  and  game.  . Seeing  there  was  no  way 
of  reaching  the  South  Sea,  we  returned  towards  the  north,  and  after- 
wards in  a south-west  direction,  to  a province  called  Qidgata,^  where 
wo  found  the  largest  village  we  had  yet  seen  in  all  our  travels.  It 
was-  situated  on  one  of  the  branches  of  a great  river.  We  remained 
here  six  or  eight  days  to  procure  guides  and  interpreters,  with  the 
intention  of  finding  the  sea.  The  Indians  informed  us  there  was  a 
province  eleven  days  ofi',  where  they  killed  bulfalocs,  and  whore  we 
could  find  guides  to  conduct  us  to  the  sea. 

We  set  out  for  this  province,  which  they  called  Coll(jua.'\  There 
was  no  road  leading  to  it,  and  every  day  brought  us  to  a swamp,  where 
we  feasted  on  fish.  We  then  crossed  vast  plains  and  high  mountains, 
vrhen  suddenly  we  came  to  the  town  of  CoUgua,  where  wm  found  an 
abundance  of  provisions,  and  a quantity  of  dry  hides.  We  incpiired 
here  for  other  villages,  and  they  directed  us  to  go  west  and  south- 
west, and  we  should  find  them.  We  accordingly  followed  their  direc- 
tion, and  came  to  some  scattered  villages  bearing  the  name  of  Tatel 
Coga.  Here  we  found  a large  river,|  emptying  into  the  Rio  Grande. 
We  were  told  that  if  we  vrere  to  ascend  this  river  \ve  should  find  a 
large  province  called  Cagas.^  We  repaired  thither,  and  found  it 
a mountainous  country,  and  composed  of  populous  villages.  We  then 
set  out  for  the  province  of  2\la\\  to  go  into  winter  quarters.  I>ut 
before  reaching  it,  we  had  to  cross  very  high  mountains.  We  came 
to  an  Indian  village,  where  tliey  defended  themselves  so  bravely  that 
we  lost  seven  or  eight  men,  and  as  inany  hoi*ses.  Tlie  following  morn- 
ing the  governor  took  guides,  and  ordered  the  troops  to  be  in  readi- 
ness to  march  to  the  next  province,  wdiich  the  Indians  called  Qidpana, 
situated  at  tlie  foot  of  very  high  mountains.  I'rom  thence  we  turned 
towards  the  cast,  and  crossing  these  mountains  we  de.scended  into  an 
inhabited  plain,  favorable  to  our  designs,  and  where  there  was  a larire 

♦ Suppos'd  to  be  iio:ir  Litilo  Rock,  Aikansns. 

I Ihe  (’oliet'i  C'l  \ siip[ios(>(l  to  liuve  i)ccn  situated  towards  the  sources 
of  the  hi.  rrai.ri^  i-r  tlio  hills  of  the  Wliile  River. 

if  Proh:d;iy  tlie  .hi.  rnuieis. 

§ Suppo-ed  to  have  lieeii  the  country  of  the  (^uo[)a\vs. 

II  huppoied  to  have  been  the  country  between  the  W'ad.'iia  and  the  Little 
.'vlissonri. 
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village  built  on  tlic  banks  of  a river, ^ wliicb  emptied  into  the  great 
river  vre  bad  })assed,’  Tlii.s  province  was  called  Mcanque.  Here  we 
went  into  winter  rpiarters,  and  sufiercd  so  much  from  the  cold  and 
snow  that  we  tliought  we  should  all  have  perished. 

The  Chrisliairf"  whom  we  took,  and  who  had  sciTcd  us  as  an  inter- 
preter, died  in  this  place.  In  tlic  beginning  of  March  we  descended 
this  river,  passing  llirougli  populous  provinces,  until  we  came  at  last 
to  a country  the  Indians  called  Anicoyanqv.e.  A cacique  called  Cxaa- 
clioyanqiie  came  to  see  us.  He  lived  on  the  banks  of  the  Great  Iliver. 
The  governor  set  out  immediately  with  the  cacique  for  the  village  of 
Guaehoyauquc.|  His  village  fortified  and  well  surrounded  by 
walls.  At  this  place  the  governor  had  determined  to  build  some 
brigantines  to  send  to  Cuba,  to  let  them  know  that  he  was  still  alive. 
Ho  sent  his  captain  to  find  out  the  direction  of  the  sea.  He  relumed 
liack  in  a few  days,  saying  that  the  vast  swamps  which  the  Great  lliver 
had  formed,  prevented  him  from  doing  so.  At  length  the  governor, 
finding  his  situation  becoming  every  day  more  embarrassing,  and  his 
afiairs  going  wrong,  fell  sick  and  died.§  He  appointed  Luis  de 
rloscoso  his  successor.  Not  finding  any  way  of  reaching  the  sea  by 
the  Great  lliver,  Luis  de  jMoscoso  determined  on  going  by  land  to 
Mexico.  AVhen  we  set  out,  we  traveled  tvrenty-seveu  days  in  a 
westerly  direction  to  the  province  of  Chaviti,  where  the  Indians  made 
salt.jl  Lrom  thence  wo  went  in  three  days  to  the  province  of 
A'/uacay. 

The  Indiau.s  told  us  lierc  tliat  the  country  beyond  was  a wilderness 
and  lUiinhahitcd.  That  to  find  villages  we  must  go  towards  the  south- 
M (■  (hell  came  to  a province  called  Ahssmnc,*^  then  to  Nau- 

• Sui)j>os('tl  to  be  the  Arkansas. 

f Ju  an 

f .Su|>|)u>ed  to  bo  situated  a short  distance  from  lbel\lississippi,tbe  Gnacbova 
.■f  V.-oit. 

f;  J bn.s  at  the  age  of  forty-two,  Tleniando  de  Soto,  one  of  the  bva\  i"-t  of 
ta«  inaiij'  le.i'ims  \\  lio  llinired  irr  the  lirst  discoveries  of  the  \Vesteni  workl. 
No  one  Wii''  I'Citer  qiiahllcd  to  rule  the  ir.miy  spirits  under  liiin.  lie  was  stern 
!ti  (Viiiinaiul ; !>gre(  able  in  liis  eommoii  intercourse,  gentle  aiul  courteous  in  bis 
n)a.’i:uTSj  { atient  aud  perwvering  under  till  dillleullies.  11  i.->  hi^dv  was  c•uelo^ed 
tu  the  trunk  ol  a gia  eti  t;ai.,  tuid  conveyed  to  tlu>  middle  of  the  .Missi?ii])j)i, 

Imre  it  wa^  .-ni;k  in  nineteen  latlioms  water.  ’I  lius  the  first  discoverer  of 
th'-'  Mi<'is,..ipj.i  Kiver  niavic  bis  grave  in  the  bosom  of  its  waters. 

? Siij)po-ed  t(^  be  the  salines  of  the  ^\’a-liitil  River. 
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HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS  OF  LOUISIANA. 


(Jaclio,*  and  Lacame.  We  made  inquiries  here  about  the  province  of 
Xuacailno.  The  cacique  of  Naudacho  gave  us  a guide  to  conduct  us 
through  the  country,  lie  led  us  accordingly  into  a wilderness,  and 
when  we  got  there  he  told  us  that  his  master  had  ordered  him  to  take 
U3  to  a country  where  we  should  die  with  hunger.  We  now  took 
another  guide,  who  conducted  us  to  the  proviiiee  of  Hais,  where  we 
saw  luiffaloes,  but  the  Indians  prevented  us  from  killing  them.  ^ 
came  to  Xuacathiy  and  passed  some  small  villages,  without  finding  any 
provisions.  AVc  then  returned  towards  the  south,  determined  to  die 
or  reach  New  Spain.  AA’e  continued  to  march  in  this  direction  eight 
or  nine  da}'s  more,  hoping  to  provide  ourselves  with  provisions  for 
the  journey. AA^’e  arrived  at  last  at  some  miserable  huts,  where 
the  Indians  lived  by  hunting  and  fishing,  and  finding  that  our  corn 
must  soon  give  out,  we  resolved  to  return  to  the  village  v here  Go- 
vernor Soto  had  died,  to  build  some  vessels  to  return  to  our  country. 
But  when  we  arrived  there  we  did  not  find  the  fiicilities  we  had  ex- 
pected, and  were  obliged  to  seek  another  place,  to  go  into  winter 
quarters,  and  build  our  vessels. 

God  permitted  us  to  find  two  villages  to  suit  our  purposes,!  upon  the 
Great  Ilivcr.§  These  villages  were  fortified.  AVe  remained  here  six 
months  to  build  seven  brigantines.  AVe  lauiiehed  them  on  the  river, 
and  it  was  a miracle  they  did  not  leak,  d'liey  sailed  well,  although 
they  were  calked  w'ith  the  thin  bark  of  mulberry  trees.  Wlicu  we 
embarked  the  troops  we  intended  if  we  could  fmd  a village  on  the  sea- 
shore to  stop  there,  until  we  could  send  two  brigantines  with  dispatches 
to  the  A^iceroy  of  Xew  Spain,  to  send  us  vessids  to  return  in  to  Spain. 
On  the  second  day  out,  as  we  were  descending  the  river,  some  forty 
or  fift}”  canoes  came  towards  us,  in  one  of  which  were  eighty  warriors. 
They  shot  arrows  at  us,  and  captured  some  of  the  small  canoes  we  had 
taken  with  us,  in  which  wca-e  twelve  of  our  best  soldiers.  The  cur- 
rent of  the  river  was  so  rapid  that  we  could  not  go  to  their  assistance. 
Encouraged  by  this  victory,  the  Indians  continued  to  harass  us  until 

* Nagodoclies. 

t Tlie  niarcli  of  Moscoso  west  of  tlie  iMis^issipjii  was  ( vidcntly  on  the  liunt- 
ing-frro:mds  of  the  far  west,  tind  got  upon  the  p'rairies,  where  in  many  i)arts 
(hey  wore  little  belter  than  deserts. 

p -Aiuino)'u  and , suj)i)Osed  to  have  been  sitaati'd  iti  the  neighborhood 

of  the  ]nosont  town  of  Helena,  a fev/  iniks  abuv*'  the  mouth  of  the  Arkai'.sas 
luvor. 

i'>^osco^o  and  his  followers  committed  themsi-Ives  to  the  Missis.>=ii)pi  on  the 
i-econd  of  .July,  lh-13. 
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W(i  reached  the  sea,  wliich  took  us  nineteen  days.  They  soon  dis- 
covered that  Tve  liad  neither  ari|ue]ii:i<es  nor  cross-bows  to  reach  them. 
The  only  arms  wc  had  were  some  swords  and  shields,  consequently 
tliey  had  nothing  to  fear  from  us.  entered  the  sea  through  one  of 
the  mouths  of  the  river/"-'  and  for  three  days  and  nights  we  could  not  see 
land,  but  after  that  we  came  in  sight  of  it,  and  took  in  some  water  to 
drink.  At  length-  wc  perceived  towards  the  west  some  small  islands,^ 
which  we  followed,  keeping  close  to  the  shore, '(*  to  find  something  to 
eat,  until  we  entered  the  River  Panuco,  where  we  were  kindly  received 
by  the  inhabitants. 

Signed  LUIS  FERNANDEZ  DE  BIED3IA, 

(^Fadeur  de  sa  Majeste.') 

* The  Mississippi.  The  Indian  name  of  this  river,  says  dc  lo  Vega,  on  the 
authority  of  Juan  Coles,  one  of  Dc  Soto's  followers,  was  Chucagu-a.  In  one 
place  they  called  it  'J'amalisen,  in  another  Tapata,  and  where  it  enters  the  sea, 
Ki.  Tiie  S])aniards  called  it  “La  Pallisade,”  “ Ah’o  Escondido,''  or  the  lost  river. 

I I’he  Spaniards  went  to  sea  on  the  ISth  July,  and  arrived  in  the  river 
Panuco  on  the  10th  September,  1543.  The  inhabitants  of  Panuco,  says  Garci- 
)-aso  de  la  Vega,  were  all  touched  with  pity  at  beholding  this  forlorn  remnant  of 
the  gallant  armament  of  the  renowned  Hernando  de  Soto.  They  were  black- 
ened. haggard,  shriveled,  and  half  naked,  being  clad  only  with  the  skins  of 
deer,  buffaloes,  bears,  and  other  animals,  looking  more  like  wild  beasts  than 
human  beings. 
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CaI'TAIN  Soto  was  tlie  son  of  a squire  of  Xcrez  of  Badajo-:. 
He  went  into  tlie  Spanish  Indies^  when  Fctcr  Arias  of  Avila  was 
Governor  of  the  llhs?'  Indies.  And  there  he  v^as  witliout  anything 
else  of  his  ovrn,  save  his  sword  and  target:  and  for  liis  good  quali- 
ties and  valoiy  J\'ter  Arias  made  him  captain  of  a troop  of  horsemeiq 
raid  b}'  his  commandment  he  went  with  Fernando  Fizarro  to  the 
conquest  of  Feru:  where  (as  man}"  persons  of  credit  reported,  vrhich 
were  there  present)  as  well  at  the  taking  of  Ai.kdjalijm,  Lord  of  Feru, 
as  at  tlie  assault  of  the  city  of  Cusco^  and  in  all  other  places  where 
they  found  resistance,  wheresoever  he  was  present,  he  passed  all  other 
cajitains  and  principal  persons.  For  w'hich  cause,  besides  his  part  oi 
the  treasure  of  Afahalijxi,  he  had  a good  share;  wdieieby  in  time  he 
gathered  a luindred  and  four  score  thousand  ducats  together,  wutli 
that  vdiich  fell  to  his  part;  wdiich  he  brought  into  kpain;  wliereol 
the  J'imjieror  borrowed  a certain  ]>art,  w’hich  ]<e  repaid  again  with 
G0)j00  rials  of  ]>lutc  in  the  rent  of  the  silks  of  Granada,  and  all  the 
rest  wais  delivered  him  in  the  contractation  house  of  F >'ide.  He  look 
servants  to  wit,  a s’nosnard,  a gentleman  uslicr,  ]iages,  a gentleman  of 
the  horse,  a chamberlain,  lackeq's,  and  all  other  ofiicers  that  the  house  ol 
a noble  may  reijuire.  _ J'k'om  F vilic  lie  went  to  the  courr,  and  in  the 
coui  t,  there  accompanied  him  John  .Danusco  of  Ac/ dh.,  laul  Lcivis 
Jioscoso  JI A.lvarad'i,  Xailo  dc  Tunar,  and  John-  Jiodrif/ue.z  Ijohillo. 
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Except  John  Danusco^  all  the  rest  came  with  him  from  Peru:  and 
everyone  of  them  brought  fourteen  or  fifteen  thousand  ducats:  all 
of  them  went  vrcll  and  costly  appareled.  And  although  Soto  of  his 
own  nature  was  not  liberal,  yet  because  that  w^as  the  first  time  that 
he  w:us  to  show  himself  in  the  court,  he  spent  frankly,  and  went 
nccoinjtanied  with  those  wdiich  I have  named,  and  with  his  servants, 
u!i(l  many  others  which  resorted  unto  him.  He  married  with  Donna 
Jmhdla  dc  DoLadilla,  daughter  of  Peter  Arias  of  Avikij  Earl  of 
Ihunw  en  Postro.  The  Emperor  made  him  the  Governor  of  the  Isle 
of  Cuha^  and  Adelantado  or  Ihesidcnt  of  Florida;  with  a title  of 
.^^ar^Juis  of  certain  part  of  the  lands  that  he  should  conquer. 

AVhen  Don  Ferdinando  had  obtained  the  government,  there 
canio  a gentleman  from  the  Indies  to  the  court,  named  Cahega  dc 
Ihcn,  which  had  been  with  the  Governor  Pamphilo  de  Narvaez 
^'.hich  died  in  Florida,  wdio  reported  that  Narvaez  was  cast  away  at 
.'•ca  with  all  the  company  that  went  with  him.  And  how  he  with 
four  more  escaped  and  arrived  in  Naeva  Fspaiia.  Also  he  brought 
a rtlatiou  in  writing,  of  that  which  he  had  seen  in  Florida;  which 
KiiJ  in  some  places:  In  such  a place  I have  seen  this;  and  the  rest 
nhich  here  I saw,  I leave  to  confer  of  between  his  Majesty  and  my- 
hclf.  Generally  he  reported  the  misery  of  the  country,  and  the 
troubles  which  he  passed:  and  he  told  some  of  his  kinsfolk,  which 
were  desirous  to  go  into  the  Indies,  and  urged  him  very  much  to  tell 
i)it-m  whether  he  had  seen  any  rich  country  in  Florida,  that  he 
iinght  not  tell  them,  because  he  and  another,  whose  name  was  Orantes, 
^who  remained  in  Nueva  Espana  with  purpose  to  return  into 
J Ujruhi : lor  which  intent  he  came  into  Spain  to  beg  the  govern- 


meut  ihuxHjf  of  the  Empei'or)  had  sworn  not  to  discover  some  of 
tiio-e  things  which  they  had  seen,  because  no  man  should  prevent 
V:nu\  in  begging  the  same.  And  he  informed  them  that  it  2cas  the 
tydnii  of  the  world.  Don  Ferdinando  dc  Soto  was  very 

O'*  to  have  him  wdth  him,  and  made  him  a favorable  offer:  and 
r th*  y wa  re  agreed,  because  S<jto  gave  him  not  a sum  of  money 
whndi  he  di  iimndod  to  buy  a ship,  they  broke  ofi'  again.  Daltasur  dc 
fc  uoj  s,  a;,u  ( hnstupher  dc  Sjiindvla,  the  kinsmen  of  Cahtra  dc 
E:  f,  t'-.d.  hiiii,  that  lor  that  which  he  had  imparted  to  them,  they 
w-  i-’  r*  tn  w'ith  Soto  into  Florida,  and  therefore  they 

}:.•%<  1 lam  to  ailvi'C  them  what  tliey  were  best  to  do.  CaUca  dc 
Ej<.o  l‘)|d  (lii.rji,  (h;it  tlic  cause  why  he  went  not  with  Soto,  w:is  be- 
he  hoped  to  l.ieg  another  government,  and  tliat  he  was  loth  to 
p’o  under  tlic  command  ot  another:  and  that  he  came  to  bc<r  the 
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quest  of  Florida:  but  seeing  Don  Fcrdinando  de  Soto  liacl  gotten  it 
already,  for  his  oath’s  sake  he  might  tell  them  nothing  of  that  which 
they  would  know : but  he  counseled  them  to  sell  their  goods  and  go 
with  him,  and  that  in  so  doing  they  should  do  well.  As  soon  as  he 
had  opportunity,  he  spake  with  the  Emperor,  and  related  unto  him 
v.  hatsoever  he  had  passed  and  seen,  and  come  to  understand.  Of  this 
relation,  made  by  word  of  mouth  to  the  Emperor,  the  IMarquis  of 
Atitor>/a  had  notice,  and  forthwith  determined  to  send  with  Don  Fer- 
dinando  dc  Soto  his  brother  Don  Antonio  Osorio:  and  with  him  two 
kinsmen  of  his  prepared  themselves,  to  wit,  Francis  Osorio,  and 
Garcia  Osorio.  Don  Antonio  dispossessed  himself  of  00,000  rials 
of  rent  which  he  held  by  the  church;  and  Francis  Osorio  of  a town 
of  vassals,  which  he  had  in  the  country  de  Campos.  And  they 
made  their  rendezvous  with  the  Adelantado  in  Seville.  The  like  did 
Kuiicz  de  Touar,  and  Lewis  de  21oscoso,  and  John  Rodriguez  Lohillo, 
each  of  whom  had  brought  from  Fern  fourteen  or  fifteen  thousand 
ducats.  Lewis  de  Moscoso  carried  with  him  two  brethren;  there  went 
also  Don  Carlos,  which  had  married  the  governor’s  niece,  and  took 
her  with  him.  From  Ladajoz  there  went  Peter  Calderan,  and  three 
kinsmen  of  the  Adelantado,  to  wit,  Arms  Tinoco,  Alfonso  Romo,  and 
l)iego  Tinoco.  And  as  Ijcwis  de  Moscoso  passed  through  Elvas^'' 
Andrew  de  Yasconcelos  spake  with  him,  and  requested  him  to  speak 
to  Don  Fcrdinando  de  Soto  concerning  him,  and  delivered  him  cer- 
tain warrants  which  he  had  received  from  the  Marquis  of  Villa  Real, 
wherein  he  gave  him  the  captaiusliip  of  Ceuta  in  Barharie,  that  he 
might  show  them  unto  him.  And  the  Adelantado  saw  them;  and  was 
intonned  who  he  was,  and  wrote  unto  him,  that  he  would  favor  him 
in  all  things,  and  by  all  means,  and  would  give  liini  a charge  of  men 
in  Florida.  And  from  Elvas  went  Andrew  dc  Yasconcelos,  and  Fer- 
miH  Pigado,  Antonio  ^fartincz  Segurado,  Mm  Roiz  Pereira,  John 
Cordero,  Steplo  n Ptgado,  Jknedict  Fernandez,  and  Alvaro  Fernandez. 
And  (uit  of  Salamanca,  and  Jaen,  and  Valencia,  and  AWu(pienjuc, 
and  ti'tm  other  ])arts  of  Sj>ain,  many  people  of  noble  birth,  assem- 
bled at  Sf-nllc,  in>omuch  that  in  Saint  Lucar  man}'  men  of  good 
Jiecnunt,  which  had  .sold  their  goods,  remained  behind  for  want  of 
.‘-liipp;ng,  whereas  for  other  known  and  rich  countrie.^,  they  are  wont 
to  want  men  : and  this  fell  out  by  occasion  of  that  which  Cahera  dc 
told  the  Ihnpcior,  and  informed  such  persons  as  he  had  con- 

• Elvas  is  a city  in  Pormyo'I. 
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forence  withal  touching  the  state  of  that  country.  Soto  made  him 
great  oflhrs,  and  being  agreed  to  go  with  him  (as  I have  said  before) 
because  lie  v ouid  not  give  him  money  to  pay  for  a ship,  which  he  had 
bought,  they  brake  off,  and  he  went  for  governor  to  the  river  of  Plate. 
Ilis  kinsmen,  Christopher  do  Spindola  and  Ballasar  de  Gallegos^  went 
with  Soto.  I>aliasar  de  sold  houses  and  vineyards,  and  rent 

corn,  and  ninety  ranks  of  olive  trees  in  the  Xarafe  of  Seville.  He  had 
the  office  of  Alcalde  Mayor,  and  took  his  wife  with  him.  And  there 
went  also  many  other  persons  of  account  with  the  President,  and  had 
the  offices  following  by  great  friendship,  because  they  were  offices 
desired  of  many,  to  wit,  Antonie  de  Bicdma  was  factor,  John 
JDanusco  was  auditor,  and  John  Gaytan,  nephew  to  the  Cardinal  of 
Ciguenza,  had  the  office  of  treasurer. 

The  Portuguese  departed  from  Elvas  the  15th  of  Januaiy,  and 
came  to  Seville  the  19th  of  the  same  month,  and  wnnt  to  the  lodoinn; 
of  the  Governor,  and  entered  into  a court,  over  the  which  were  certain 
galleries  where  he  was,  who  came  down  and  received  them  at  the 
stairs,  vrhereby  they  went  up  into  the  galleries.  When  he  was  come 
up,  he  commanded  chairs  to  be  given  them  to  sit  on.  And  Andrew 
de  Wisconcelos  told  him  who  he  and  the  other  Portuguese  were,  and 
how  they  all  W'ere  come  to  accompany  him,  and  serve  him  in  his 
voyage.  He  gave  him  thanks,  and  made  show  of  great  contentment 
for  his  coming  and  offer.  And  the  table  being  already  laid,  he  in- 
vited them  to  dinner.  And  being  at  dinner,  he  commanded  his 
steward  to  seek  a lodging  for  them  near  unto  his  own,  where  they 
. might  be  lodged.  The  Adelantado  departed  from  Seville  to  Saint 
Lvear  with  all  the  people  which  were  to  go  with  him.  And  he  com- 
manded a muster  to  be  made,  at  the  which  the  1 Portuguese  showed  them- 
selves armed  in  very  bright  armor,  and  the  Castellans  verj^  gallant 
with  silk  upon  silk,  with  many  pinkings  and  cuts.  The  Governor,  be- 
cau.se  these  braveries  in  such  an  action  did  not  like  him,  commanded  that 
they  should  muster  another  day,  and  every  one  should  come  forth 
with  his  armor;  at  the  vrhich  the  Portuguese  came  as  at  the  first  armed 
with  very  good  armor.  The  (.iovernor  jhiced  them  in  order  near 
unto  the  standard,  which  the  ensign  bearer  carried.  The  Caslcllam', 
for  the  most  part,  did  wear  very  bad  and  rusty  shirts  of  mail,  and  ah 
of  them  head  pieces  and  steel  caps,  and  very  bad  lances,  h’omc  ot' 
them  s(iuglit  to  come  among  the  iP(.>rlugim.se.  So  those  parsed  and 
were  count('d  and  cnrulledi  whieh  S'<fo  liked  and  aecc])ted  of,  and  did 
accompany  him  into  Florida ; which  were  in  all  si:^  himdivd  men. 
He  had  already  bought  seven  shi]rs,  and  had  all  necessary  provision 
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aboard  tbein.  He  appointed  captains,  and  delivered  to  every  one  his 
sliip,  and  gave  them  in  a roll  what  people  every  one  should  carry  with 
them. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord  1538,  in  tlie  month  of  A]>ril,  the  Adelan- 
tado  delivered  his  ships  to  the  captains  v/hicli  were  to  go  in  them  ; 
and  took  for  liirnself  a.  new  ship,  and  good  of  sail,  and  gave  another 
to  Andrew  de  Yasconcelos,  in  whicli  the  Portuguese  went ; he  went 
over  the  bar  of  St.  Lucar  on  Sunday,  being  St.  Sa::arus  day,  in  tlm 
inorning  of  the  month  and  year  aforesaid,  with  great  joy,  commanding 
his  trumpets  to  be  sounded,  and  many  shots  of  the  ordnance  to  be 
discliarged.  He  sailed  four  days  vrith  a prosperous  wind,  awl  suddenly 
it  calmed ; the  calms  continued  eiglit  days  with  swelling  seas,  in  siu-li 
wise  that  we  made  no  way.  I'hc  tifteenth  day  after  liis  departure  fj'om 
St.  Lucar,  he  came  to  Gomera,  one  of  the  Canarie^^,  on  Jkister  day 
in  the  morning.  The  Earl  of  that  island  was  appareled  all  in  white, 
cloak,  jerkin,  Ixose,  shoes  and  cap,  so  that  he  seemed  a Lord  of  tire 
Gipsies.  He  received  the  Governor  with  much  joy;  he  was  well 
lodged,  and  all’tlic  rest  had  their  lodgings  gratis,  and  got  great  store 
of  victuals  for  their  money,  as  bread,  wine,  and  flesh;  and  they  toolc 
what  was  needful  for  their  ships,  and  the  Sunday  folloAving,  eight  days 
after  their  arrival,  they  departed  from  the  Isle  of  Goincra.  The  Ikirl 
gave  to  Donna  Iso.hdla,  the  Adelantado’s  wife,  a bastard  dauglitcr 
that  he  liad,  to  be  her  waiting-maid.  They  arrived  at  the  Antilles,  in 
the  Isle  of  Ouha,  at  the  port  of  the  city  of  St.  Jago,  upon  IViiit-sunday. 
As  soon  as  they  came  thither,  a.geiideman  of  the  city  sent  to  the  sea-side 
a very  fair  roan  horse,  and  wellfuiaiislied,  for  the  G overnor,  and  a mule 
for  Donna  Isabella,  end  all  the  liorsemen  and  footmen  that  were  in 
the  town  came  to  receive  him  at  the  5ca-side.  The  Governor  was  well 
lodged,  visited,  and  served  of  all  the  inhabitaiils  of  the  city,  and  all 
liis  conupany  had  their  lodgings  freely:  those  vdiicli  desired  to  go  iulo 
the  country,  were  divided  by  four  and  four,  and  six  and  six,  in  flu* 
farm.s  or  granges,  .according  to  the  ability  of  the  owners  of  the  flo  in-, 
and  were  funiidicil  Ipy  them  with  all  things  necessary. 

I'lie  <'uty  of  S'.  Jago  hath  fourscore  houses,  v.diicli  .arc  great  and  widl 
contrived.  3’ho  most  part  liavc  their  walls  made  of  lH)ards,  and  are 
covered  nvIiIi  tledeh  ; it  hath  some  lionses  built  with  lime  and  stones, 
and  covered  with  tiles.  It  lialli  great  orchards  am!  many  trees  in  them, 
diTering  from  tlii'.so  of  Spain  : lliere  be  lig  trees  whicli  bc.ar  tigs  a.s  big 
as  one’s  fist,  yellow  within,  and  of  sm;dl  taste;  and  oilier  trees  whicli 
bear  a fruit  which  lliey  call  Anaues,  in  making  and  ]»ignc.'^s  like  to  a 
.''nt.all  piiieajiple;  it  is  a fruit  very  S'voet  in  ta.^to : the  Jiell  being  taken 
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away,  tlie  kernel  is  iike  a piece  of  frosli  clieesc.  In  the  granges 
abroad  in  the  country  there  are  otlier  great  pineapjdcs,  which  grow 
on  low  trees,  and  are  like  the  Aloe  tree : liiigy  are  of  a very  good  smell 
and  exceeding  good  taste.  Other  trees  do  bear  a fruit  which  they  call 
Mameis,  of  the  bigness  of  peaches.  This  the  islanders  do  hold  for 
tlie  best  fruit  of  the  country.  There  is  another  fruit  which  they  call 
Guayabas,  like  filberts,  as  bigas  figs.  Tlu;re  are  other  trees  as  high 
as  a javelin,  having  one  only  stock  without  any  bough,  and  the  leaves 
as  long  as  a casting  dart;  and  the  fruit  is  of  the  bigness  and  fashion 
of  a ciiciiraher;  one  bunch  bcareth  twenty  or  thirty,  and  as  they  ripen 
the  tree  bendeth  downward  with  them  : they  arc  called  in  this  country 
Plantanos,  and  are  of  a good  taste,  and  ripen  after  they  be  gathered ; 
but  those  are  the  better  v.ddeh  ripen  U|>ou  the  tree  itself ; they  bear 
fruit  but  once,  and  the  tree  being  cut  down,  there  spring  up  others 
out  of  the  but,  which  bear  fruit  the  next  year.  There  is  another  fruit, 
whereby  many  people  arc  sustained,  and  eliiefly  the  slayes,  which  are 
called  Batatas.  These  grow  now'  in  the  Jsle  of  Tergera^  belonging  to 
the  kingdom  of  Portvjjaly  and  the}'  grow'  within  the  earth,  and  are 
like  a fruit  called  Inamc ; they  have  almost  the  taste  of  a chestnut. 
The  bread  of -this  country  is  also  made  of  roots  which  are  like  the 
Batatas.*  And  the  stock  whereon  those  roots  do  grow  is  iike  an  elder 
tree:  they  make  their  ground  in  little  hillocks,  and  in  each  of  them 
they  thrust  four  or  five  stakes ; and  they  gather  the  roots  a year  and 
a half  after  they  set  them.  If  any  one,  thinking  it  is  a batata  or 
potato  root,  cbancc  to  cat  of  it  never  so  little,  he  is  in  great  danger  of 
death  : wdiich  was  seen  by  experience  in  a soldier,  wdiich  as  soon  as 
he  had  eaten  a very  little  of  one  of  those  roots,  he  died  Cjiiickly.  They 
pare  tliesc  roots  and  stamp  them,  and  squeeze  them  in  a thing  like  a 
press : the  juice  that  cometh  from  thou  is  of  an  evil  smell.  The 
bread  is  of  little  taste  and  less  substance.  Of  the  fruits  of  Ppahiy 
tliojv  arc  figs  and  oranges,  and  they  bear  fruit  all  the  year,  because  the 
soil  is  very  rank  and  fruitful.  In  this  eountry  are  many  good  horses, 
and  there  is  green  grass  all  tlie  year.  Th'-re  i)e  many  wild  oxen  and 
liogs,  whereby  the  people  of  the  island  are  ^vell  furnished  with  fiesh. 
Without  the  townus  abioad  in  the  countiy  are  many  fruits.  And  it 
Impj'enoih  sometimes  that  a Christian  goeth  out  of  the  way  and  is 
lot  tifi-u;n  or  twenty  days,  because  of  the  many  paths  in  the  thick 
groves  that  cross  to  and  fro  made  by  tlic  oxen ; and  lieing  thus  lost 
they  sustain  themselves  with  fruits  and  pahnitos — for  there  be  many 
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great  groves  of  palm  trees  throiigli  all  tlie  island — they  yield  no  other 
fruit  that  is  of  any  profit.  The  Isle  of  Cuho  is  three  hundred  leagues 
long  from  the  cast  to  t)io  west,  and  is  in  some  places  thirty,  in  others 
forty  leagues  from  north  to  south.  It  hath  sis  towns  of  Christians, 
to  wit,  St.  JiKJOj  Baraevay  Ba^/amo,  Puerto  de  Prindpes^  S.  Bspirito, 
and  Jlarana.  Evgjt  one  hath  between  thirty  and  forty  households, 
except  St.  Jago^n&  Havana,  which  have  about  sixty  or  eighty  houses. 
Tlicy  liave  churches  in  each  of  them,  and  a chaplain  which  confesseth 
tliem  and  saith  mass.  In  St.  Jago  is  a monastery  of  Franciscan 
friars;  it  hath  but  few  friars,  and  is  well  provided  of  alms,  because 
the  counirj’'  is  rich.  The  Church  of  St.  Jago  hath  honest  revenue, 
and  there  is  a curate  and  prebends,  and  many  priests,  as  the  churcli  of 
that  city,  which  is  tlic  chief  of  all  tlie  island.  There  is  in  tliis  coun- 
try much  gold  and  few  slaves  to  get  it ; for  many  have  made  aAvay 
theimselves,  because  of  the  Christians’  evil  usage  of  them  in  the  mines. 
A steward  of  ] Porcallo,  wdiichwas  an  inhabitor  in  that  i.sland, 

undenstanding  that  his  slaves  would  make  away  themselves,  stayed  for 
them  with  a cudgel  in  his  hand  at  the  place  where  they  were  to  meet, 
and  told  them  tliat  tliey  could  neither  do  nor  think  anything  that  he 
did  not  know^  before,  and  that  he  came  thither  to  kill  himself,  with 
tliem,  to  tlie  end,  that  if  he  had  used  them  badly  in  this  world,  be 
might  use  tliem  worse  in  tlie  world  to  come  ; and  this  was  a means 
that  they  changed  their  purpose,  and  turned  home  again  to  do  that 
which  lie  commanded  them. 

The  Governor  scut  from  St.  Jago  his  nephew  Don  Ca?7os,  with  the 
ships  in  company  of  Doima  Imhelki  to  tarry  for  him  at  Havana, 
whicli  is  a liaven  in  the  west  part  toward  the  head  of  the  island, 
one  hniidrod  and  eighty  leagues  from  tlie  city  of  St.  Jago.  The 
Governor,  and  those  which  stayed  with  him,  bought  horses  and  pro- 
ceeded on  their  journey.  The  fust  town  they  came  imto  was  Saj/amo: 
they  were  lodged  four  and  four,  and  six  and  six,  as  they  Avent  in  coni- 
pisny,  and  wlicre  tliey  lodged,  they  took  nothing  for  their  diet,  for 
noiliing  cost  them  auglit  save  the  maize  or  corn  for  tlicir  lK»rso^,  lie- 
cause  llie  Frovernor  went  lo  A'isit  them  from  town  to  tnwn,  and  seized 
tliem  in  the  tribute  and  .service  of  tlie  Indians.  Jhigamo  is  twenty- 
five  leagues  from  tlie  city  of  St.  Jago.  Xear  unto  the  town  passctli 
a groat  l iver  wliicli  i.s  called  Tnnfo;  it  i.s  greater  than  Onadinna,  and 
ill  it  be  very  great  crocodiles,  whicli  .sometimes  liurt  the  Tiulians,  or 
tlie  eattl..'  v.diich  pnsveth  the  livcr.  In  all  the  country  are  neither 
wolf,  fox,  bear,  lion,  nor  tiger.  There  arc  Avild  dogs  Avhioh  go  from 
the  liouse.s  into  the  woods  and  fi‘cd  upon  sivlne.  There  bo  certain 
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snakes  as  big  as  a man's  tliigb  or  bigger ; tbey  are  very  slow,  they  do 
no  kind  of  hurt.  From  Bayamo  to  Fuerfo  de  los  Principcs  are  fifty 
leagues.  In  all  the  island  from  town  to  town,  the  way  is  made  by 
stubbing  up  the  underwood ; and  if  it  be  left  but  one  year  undone, 
the  wood  groweth  so  much  that  the  ^Yay  cannot  be  seen,  and  the  paths 
of  the  oxen  are  so  many,  that  none  can  travel  without  an  Indian  of 
the  country  for  a guide : for  all  the  rest  is  very  high  and  thick  woods. 
From  Puerto  de  hs  Principcs  the  Covernor  went  to  the  house  of  I'as- 
quez  Porcallo  by  sea  in  a boat  (for  it  was  near  the  sea)  to  know  there 
some  new'S  of  Donna  IsaheUa^  which  at  that  instant  (as  afterwards 
was  known)  was  in  great  distress,  insomuch  that  the  ships  lost  one 
another,  and  two  of  them  fell  on  the  coast  of  Florida y and  all  of  them 
endured  great  want  of  waiter  and  victuals.  When  the  storm  was  over, 
they  met  together  without  knowing  where  tbey  were  : in  the  end  they 
descried  the  Cape  of  St.  Anton,  a country  not  inhabited  of  the  island 
of  Cuba;  there  they  watered,  and  at  the  end  of  forty  days,  which 
were  passed  since  their  departure  from  tlie  city  of  Si.  Jago,  they  ar- 
rived at  Havana.  The  Governor  vras  pre.-ently  informed  thereof,  and 
went  to  Donna  Isaheikt.  And  those  which  went  by  land,  which  were 
one  hundred  and  fifty  horsemen,  being  divided  into  tw'o  parts,  because 
they  w'ould  not  oppress  the  inhabitants,  traveled  by  St.  Espirito,  which 
is  sixty  leagues  from  Puerto  de  los  Principrs.  The  food  which  they 
carried  with  them  was  Cacahe  bread,  winch  is  that  whereof  I made 
mention  before  : and  it  is  of  such  a cjuality  that  if  it  bo  wet  it  breaketh 
presently,  whereby  it  happened  to  some  to  eat  ficdi  without  bread  for 
many  days.  They  carried  dogs  wnth  them,  and  a man  of  the  country, 
which  did  hunt;  and  by  the  way,  or  where  they  vrere  to  lodge  that 
night,  they  killed  as  many  hogs  as  they  needed.  In  this  journey 
they  were  well  provided  of  beef  and  }>ork,  and  they  were  greatly 
troubled  with  musoiiitoes,  e.spccially  in  a lake,  which  is  called  the 
mere  of  Pia,  which  they  had  much  ado  to  pass  from  noon  till  night. 
The  water  might  be  some  half  league  over,  and  to  be  swam  about  a 
crossbow  shot;'  the  rest  came  to  (he  waist,  and  they  waded  up  to  the 
knees  in  the  mire,  and  in  the  bottma  were  cockle  shells,  which  cut 
their  feet  very  sore,  in  such  sort  tliat  there  was  neither  boot  nor 
shoe  sole  that  was  whrile  at  half  way.  d'hi'ir  cli'tlics  an.d  saddles 
were  jris.scd  in  baskets  of  palm  t)'cr>=.  l’a<sing  this  lal;e,  stripped  out 
of  their  clothes,  (here  came  man)-  moxiuitocs,  np(m  wlmse  biting 
there  arose  a wheal  (hat  smarted  eery  miuh;  thc'v  struck  them  with 
their  hands,  and  with  tlu*  bl'ow  which  ihcv  gave  they  killed  so  manv 
that  the  blood  did  run  down  the  anus  and  bodic.s  of  the  men.  That 
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Diglit  they  rested  very  little  for  them,  and  other  nights  also  in  the 
like  places  and  times.  They  came  to  Sanfo  Usjm'ito,  which  is  a town 
of  thirty  houses;  there  passetli  by  it  a little  river;  it  is  very  pleasant 
and  fruitful,  liaving  great  store  of  oranges  and  citrons,  and  fruits  of 
the  country.  One-half  of  the  company  were  lodged  here,  and  the 
rest  passed  forward  twenty-five  leagues  to  another  town  called  la 
Trinidad,  oi  fifteen  or  twenty  households.  Here  is  an  hospital  for 
the  poor,  and  there  is  none  other  in  all  the  island.  And  they  say 
that  this  town  was  the  greatest  in  all  the  country,  and  that  before  the 
Christians  came  into  this  land,  as  a ship  passed  along  the  coast 
there  came  in  it  a very  sick  man,  which  desired  the  captain  to  set 
him  on  shore,  and  the  captain  did  so,  and  the  ship  went  her  v.'ay. 
The  sick  man  remained  set  on  shore  in  that  country,  which  until  then 
had  not  been  haunted  by  Christians;  Vvhereupon  the  Indians  found 
him,  carried  liim  home,  and  looked  unto  him  till  he  was  whole;  and 
the  lord  of  that  town  married  him  unto  a daughter  of  his,  and  had 
war  witli  all  the  inhabitants  round  about,  and  by  the  industry  and 
valor  of  the  Christian,  he  subdued  and  brought  under  his  command 
all  the  people  of  that  island.  A great  while  after,  the  Governor 
J)ic(jo  Vclauincs  went  to  conquer  it,  and  from  thence  discovered  New 
Spain.  And  this  Christian  which  was  vdth  the  Indians  did  pacify 
them,  and  brought  them  to  the  obedience  and  subjection  of  the  go- 
vernor. From  this  tov/n  dc  hi  Trinidad  unto  Havana  are  eighty 
leagues,  without  any  habitation,  which  they  traveled.  They  came 
to  Havana,  in  the  end  of  March,  where  they  found  the  Governor,  and 
the  rest  of  the  people  which  came  with  him  from  Spain.  The  Go- 
vernor sent  from  Havana  John  Hanmisco  with  a caravele  and  two 
brigantines  with  fift}^  men  to  discover  the  haven  of  Florida,  and  from 
thence  he  brought  two  Indians  which  he  took  upon  the  coast,  where- 
with (as  well  because  they  might  be  necessary  for  guides  and  for  inter- 
preters, as  because  they  said  by  signs  that  there  was  much  g'lld  in 
Jdorida)  the  Governor  and  all  the  company  received  much  content- 
ment, and  longed  for  the  hour  of  their  departure,  tliinkiiig  in  himsell 
that  this  was  the  richest  coiuitiy  that  unto  that  day  liad  heen  dis- 
coveivd. 

Feforo  cm  departure  tlio  Governor  deprived  Nnno  dc  Tounr  of 
the  odice  (>f  ('aptain-general,  and  gave  it  to  FnreaJlo  dc  Fi(jucroa,  an 
inlial.iitant  of  t v.diieh  was  a mean  that  the  ship  vras  well  fur- 
nished with  vietmds;  for  he  gave  a great  many  loads  of  Casahe\n-c:\d 
I'tiid  many  hogs.  The  Governor  took  away  this  onice  from  Nnho  do 
T<j\iar,  hccaiisc  he  had  fallen  in  love  with  the  daughter  of  tlie  Karl 
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of  Gomera,  Donna  Isahclkis  waiting-iiiaifl,  wlio,  fliough  his  office 
were  taken  fro.in  him  (to  return  again  to  the  Governor’s  favor),  though 
she  ivere  with  child  by  him,  yet  took  her  to  his  ivife,  and  went  v/itli 
iSoto  into  Florida.  The  Governor  left  Donna  haheUa  in  Havana, 
and  with  her  remained  the  wife  of  Don  Carlos^,  and  the  wives  of  Bad 
fasar  de  Gallcc/os,  and  of  Anmo  de  Tonar,  And  lie  left  for  his  lieu- 
tenant a gentleman  of  Havana,  called  John  dc  Roias,  for  the  goyern- 
meiit  of  the  island. 

On  Sunday  the  18th  of  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1539,  the 
Adelantado  or  president  departed  from  Havana  in  Cidja  with  his 
fleet,  which  were  nine  vessels,  live  great  ships,  two  caravels,  and  two 
brigantines.  They  sailed  seven  days  with  a prosperous  wind.  The 
25th  day  of  lUay,  the  day  de  .Dasca  de  Spirito  SanfjF  (which  we 
call  Whitson  Sunday),  they  saw  the  land  of  Florida,  and  because  of 
the  shoals,  they  came  to  an  anchor  a league  from  the  shore.  On 
Friday  the  30th  of  hlay  they  landed  in  Florida,  two  leagues  from  a 
town  of  an  Indian  lord  called  Ucita.  They  set  on  land  two  hundred 
and  thirteen  horses,  which  they  brought  with  thorn  to  unburden  the 
ships,  that  they  might  draw  the  less  water.  He  landed  all  his  men, 
and  only  the  seamen  remained  in  the  ships,  whicli  in  eight  days, 
going  up  with  the  tide  every  day  a little,  brought  lliem  up  unto  the 
town.  As  soon  as  the  people  Vvcro  come  on  shore,  he  pitched  his 
camp  on  the  sea-side,  hard  upon  tlie  bay  which  went  up  unto  the 
town,  2Vnd  presently  the  Captain-general,  Vai^<pic::  IVrcallo,  with 
other  seven  horsemen  foraged  the  country  half  a league  round  about, 
and  found  six  Indians,  which  resisted  him  with  tlioir  arrows,  which 
arc  the  weapons  which  they  used  to  light  withal.  The  horsemen  killed 
two  of  them,  and  tlio  other  four  escaped;  because  tlie  country  is  cum- 
bersome with  woods  and  hogs,  whore  the  horses  stuck  fast,  and  fell 
with  their  riders,  because  they  were  weak  with  traveling  upon  the 
sea.  The  sasne  niglit  following,  the  Governor  with  an  hundred  men 
in  tlie  brigantines  liglited  U|)on  a tovn,  which  he  foimd  without 
people,  because  that  as  soon  as  the  r'hristians  had  sight  of  land,  they 
wore  descried,  and  .‘<aw  along  the  coast  many  smokos,  which  the  I)t- 
dians  had  made  to  give  advice  the  one  to  the  otlier.  'j'he  next  day 
Jyin/s  de  tnastcr  of  the  can)]',  set  the  men  in  order,  the  hor.^e- 

mcn  in  tlirec  s.juadrcns,  the  vanguaial,  tin-,  battalion,  and  tlio  reroward  ; 
rnid  so  they  numdn.'d  that  day  and  tlio  day  follon  ing,  compassing  great 
ma'ks  wliicli  cauic  our  of  the  hay.  They  came  to  the  town  of  I'dta, 


Tanijn  Bay,  on  the  \vo>t  side  of  Florida. 
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wliere  tlie  Governor  was  on  Sunday  the  first  of  JnnC;  being  Trinity 
Sunday.  Tlie  town  was  of  seven  or  eight  houses.  The  lord’s  house 
stood  near  the  shore  upon  a very  high  mountj  made  by  hand  for 
strength.  At  another  end  of  tlie  town  stood  the  church,  and  on  the 
top  of  it  stood  a fowl  made  of  wood  with  gilded  eyes.  Here  were 
found  some  pearls  of  small  value,  spoiled  with  tlie  fire,  which  the  In- 
dians do  pierce  and  string  them  like  beads,  and  wear  tliem  about  their 
necks  and  handwrists,  and  they  esteem  tliem  very  much.  The  houses 
were  made  of  timber,  and  covered  with  palm  leaves.  The  Governor 
lodged  himself  in  the  lord’s  houses,  and  with  him  Vaf(juez  PvrraV.o, 
and  Luys  de  Moscoso  ; and  in  others  that  were  in  the  midst  of  tlie 
town,  was  the  chief  Alcalde  or  justice,  Balfasar  de  OedPyos  lodged  ; 
and  in  the  same  houses  W''as  set  in  a place  bj^  itself  all  the  provision 
that  came  in  the  ships ; the  other  houses  and  the  church  w’cre  broken 
down,  and  every  three  or  four  soldiers  made  a little  cabin  wherein 
they  lodged.  The  country  round  about  was  ver}'  fenny,  and  cncuuibcre<i 
with  great  and  liigh  trees.  The  Governor  commanded  to  fell  the 
woods  a crossbow-  shot  round  about  the  town,  that  the  horses  might 
run,  and  the  Christians  might  have  the  advantage  of  the  Indians,  if 
by  cliance  tliey  should  set  upon  them  by  night.  In  the  W'ays  and 
places  convenient  they  had  their  sentinels  of  footmen  by  tw-o  and  t^YO 
in  every  stand,  which  did  w'atch  by  turns,  and  the  horsemen  did  visit 
them,  and  w-cre  ready  to  assist  them  if  there  were  any  alarm.  The 
Governor  made  four  captains  of  the  horsemen  and  tw’o  of  the  footmen. 
The  captains  of  the  liorsemcn  w’ere  one  of  them  Andrew  de  Masconcelo?j 
and  another  Pedro  Calderon  de  Badiojoz ; and  the  other  twm  were  his 
kinsmen,  to  wdt,  vl/a’as  Tlmoco^  and  Alfonso  Romo,  born  likewise  in 
Badajoz.  The  captains  of  the  footmen,  tlie  one  was  Franciseo 
Maldonado  of  Palamanca,  and  the  other  Juan  Rodriyiiez  LAUIo. 
While  we  were  in  this  town  of  Uclta,  the  two  Indians  which  John 
Danuseo  had  taken  on  that  coast,  and  the  Governor  carried  along  w ith 
him  for  guides  and  interpreters,  through  carelessness  of  two  men 
W'liich  liad  the  charge  of  them  escaped  away  one  night;  for  whirh  the 
Governor  and  all  tlie  rest  were  verv  sorr^,  for  they  liad  already  nnule 
pome  roads,  and  no  Indians  could  bo  taken,  hecause  the  country  was 
full  of  marslr  grounds,  and  in  some  places  full  of  very  In'gh  and  tliick 
^vonds. 

From  the  town  of  Uetta  the  Governor  sent  the  Alcalde  mayor, 
Balfasar  de  CaUryos,  with  fi.nty  horsemen  and  eighty  footmen  into 
the  country  to  sec  if  they  could  lake  any  Indians;  and  the  (’ajitaiu 
John  Rodriijucz  Jjobdlo  anotlier  Avay  with  fifty  footmen  : the  mo.'>t  of 
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them  were  swordsmen  and  targetcrs,  and  tlie  rest  were  shot  and  cross- 
bowmen. They  pas;bed  through  a country  full  of  bogs,  where  horses 
could  not  travel.  Half  a league  froTii  the  camp  they  lighted  upon 
certain  cabins  of  Indians  near  a river.  The  people  that  were  in  them 
leaped  into  the  river,  yet  they  took  four  Indian  women.  And  twenty 
Indians  charged  us  and  so  distressed  ns,  tliat  wm  were  forced  to  retire 
to  our  camp,  being,  as  the}'  are,  exceeding  ready  with  their  weapons. 
It  is  a people  so  wmrlike  and  so  nimble,  tliat  they  care  not  a whit  for 
any  footmen.  For  if  their  cnomies'charge  them  they  run  away,  and  if 
they  turn  their  backs  tliey  are  presently  upon  them.  And  the  thing 
that  they  most  flee  is  the  sliot  of  an  arrow.  They  never  stand  still, 
but  are  alwmys  running  and  traversing  from  one  place  to  another,  by 
reason  whereof  neither  crossbow  nor  arqiiehuss  can  aim  at  them;  and 
before  one  crossbowman  can  make  one  shot  an  Indian  will  discharge 
ibrec  or  four  arrows,  and  ho  seldom  niisscth  what  he  shooteth  at.  An. 
arroW’  where  it  findeth  no  armor,  ])icrcclh  as  deeply  as  a crossbow. 
Their  hows  are  very  lung,  and  their  arrow's  arc  made  of  certain  canes 
like  reeds,  very  heavy,  and  so  strong  that  a sharp  cane  passeth  through 
a target.  iSonie  tlicy  arm  in  the  point  with  a sharp  hone  of  a fish 
like  a chisel,  and  in  others  they  fasten  certain  stones  like  points  of 
diamonds.  For  the  most  part  when  tl;ey  light  upon  an  armor  they 
break  in  the  place  wlicrc  they  are  hound  together.  Those  of  cane  do 
split  and  pierce  a coat  of  mail,  and  are  more  hurtful  tlian  the  otlier. 
Jolin  Jiodn'f/ucz  Lohillo  returned  to  the  cani|)  ^vith  six  men  wounded, 
whereof  one  died;  and  brought  the  four  .Indian  women  wdiich  Bal- 
iamr  (laUcyos  had  taken  in  the  cabins  or  cottages.  Two  leagues 
from  the  lovrn,  coming  into  tlie  plain  field,  lie  espied  ten  or  eleven 
Indians,  among  whom  wars  a Christian,  w lii^Ii  was  naked  and  scorched 
with  the  sun,  and  liad  his  arms  razed  after  the  manner  of  the  Indians, 
and  diftcred  nothing  at  all  from  them.  And  as  soon  as  the  horsemen 
saw  them  they  ran  toward  them.  I'lie  Indians  ilcd,  and  some  of  them 
liid  tbcmselves  in  a wood,  and  tliey  overtook  two  or  tlircc  of  tlicm 
which  wo'ro  wmundeu;  and  the  Christian  seeing  a horseman  rim  upon 
liiin  w'ith  liis  lanec,  began  to  cry  out,  ‘'Sir,-',  1 am  a Christian,  .Cay me 
not,  nor  these  Indians,  for  they  have  .«--avid  my  life.”  And  straight- 
way h';  called  them  and  ]>ut  (hem  out  of  l-.ar,  and  they  camo  forth  of 
tlie  wood  unto  them,  '{'ho  Inirsenu'ii  te.dc  b'lth  the  (’hri-tian  and 
tl;e  Indians  up  b'diiud  (hem,  and  toward  night  came  into  the  camp 
with  mueli  joy;  \.hi(h  tlriin:  being  known  by  die  Covenioi',  and  them 
that  remained  in  tlie  caiu[>,  (hey  were  received  with  (lie  like. 

I'id.s  Chn.'^tian’s  name  wa.s  ,/o//a  O/'/A,  and  he  was  born  in  Bcvi'Uc, 
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of  "VYorshipful  parentage.  lie  was  twelve  years  in  the  hands  of  the 
Indians.  lie  came  into  this  country  with  FampMlo  dc  JVarvaez,  and 
returned  in  the  sliips  t(j  the  Island  of  Ouhaj  where  the  wife  of  the 
Governor  Pamphilo  de  Xarvaez  was,  and  hy  his  commandment  with 
twenty  or  thirty  others  in  a brigantine  returned  back  again  to  Florida, 
and  coming  to  the  ])ort  in  the  sight  of  the  town,  on  the  shore  they 
saw  a cane  sticking  in  the  ground,  and  riven  at  the  top,  and  a letter 
in  it ; and  they  believed  that  the  governor  had  left  it  there  to  give 
advertisement  of  himself  when  he  resolved  to  go  up  into  the  laud, 
and  they  demanded  it  of  four  or  five  Indians  which  walked  along  the 
sea-shore,  and  the}’-  bade  them  by  signs  to  come  on  shore  for  it, 
which  against  the  will  of  the  rest  Jolui  Ortiz  and  another  did.  And 

O 

as  soon  as  they  were  on  land,  from  the  houses  of  the  town  issued  a 
great  number  of  Indians,  which  compassed  them  about  and  took  them 
in  a ])]acc  where  they  could  not  flee ; and  the  other,  which  sought  to 
defend  himself,  they  presently  killed  upon  the  place,  and  took  John 
Ortiz  alive,  and  carried  him  to  Ucita.  their  lord.  And  those  of 
the  brigantine  souglit  not  to  land,  but  put  themselves  to  sea,  and  re- 
turned to  the  Island  of  Cuba.  Ucita  commanded  to  bind  John  Ortiz 
baud  and  foot  upon  four  stakes  aloft  upon  a raft,  and  to  make  a fire 
under  him,  that  there  he  might  be  burned.  But  a daughter  of  his 
desired  him  that  he  would  not  put  him  to  death,  alleging  that  one  only 
Christian  could  do  him  neither  hurt  nor  good,  telling  Iiiin  that  it  was 
more  for  his  honor  to  keep  him  as  a captive.  And  Ucita  granted  her 
request,  and  commanded  him  to  be  cured  of  his  wounds ; and  as  soon 
as  he  was  whole  he  gave  him  tlic  charge  of  the  keeping  of  the  tem- 
' pie,  because  that  by  night  the  wolves  did  carry  awaiy  the  dead  corpses 
out  of  the  same — who  commended  himself  to  God  and  took  upon  him 
the  charge  of  his  temple.  One  night  the  wolves  got  from  him  the 
corpse  of  a little  child,  the  son  of  a principal  Indian,  and  going  after 
them  he  threw^  a dart  at  one  of  the  wolves,  and  struck  him  that  car- 
rird  away  the  corpse,  wdio,  feeling  himself  wounded  left  it,  and  fi-ll 
duUii  dead  near  the  place;  and  he  not  wmtiug  what  he  had  done,  be- 
cause it  was  night,  went  back  again  to  the  temple;  the  morning  being 
come  and  finding  not  the  body  of  the  child,  he  was  very  sad.  As 
soon  as  knew”  tliereof  he  resolved  to  jnit  him  to  death,  and  sent 

)iy  tlie  track  tvhieh  he  saidi  the  \;ol\'es  went,  and  found  the  body  of 
tile  child,  and  ihe  Nvolf  deatl  a little  beyond,  whereat  I cita  was  much 
contented  with  the  Christian,  and  with  the  watch  which  he  kept  in 
the  tonple,  and  Irom  tlienccforwardi  ('Stecincd  him  much.  I'hrec 
y ar.-  after  he  fell  into  his  hands  there  came  another  lord  called 
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]\locorOj  \vlio  clMolIcth  two  days’  journey  from  tlio  port^,  and  burnt  his 
town.  Ui:ita  (led  to  another  town  that  he  had  in  another  sea-port. 
Thus  John  Ortiz  lost  his  ofliee  and  favor  that  lie  had  ivith  him. 
These  people  being  worshipers  of  the  devil,  are  wont  to  offer  up  unto 
him  the  lives  and  blood  of  their  Indians,  or  of  any  other  people  they 
can  come  by;  and  they  report  that  when  he  will  have  them  do  that 
sacrifice  unto  him,  he  speaketh  with  them,  and  telleth  them  that,  he 
is  athirst,  and  willeth  them  to  sacrifice  unto  him,  John  Ortiz  had 
notice  by  the  damsel  that  had  delivered  him  from  the  fire,  how  her 
father  was  determined  to  sacrifice  him  the  day  following,  who  willed 
him  to  flee  to  Mocoro,  for  she  knew  that  he  would  use  him  v/ell ; for 
she  heard  say  that  he  had  asked  fur  him  and  said  he  would  be  glad  to 
see  him,  and  because  he  knew  not  the  way  she  went  with  him  half  a 
league  out  of  the  town  by  night  and  set  him  in  tlie  way,  and  re- 
turned because  she  would  not  be  di.seovered.  John  Ortiz  traveled  all 
that  night,  and  by  the  morning  came  to  a river  which  is  the  territory 
of  and  there  he  saw  two  Indians  fisliing ; and  because  they 

were  in  war  with  the  people  of  Ccita,  and  their  languages  were  difi'er- 
ent,  and  he  knew  not  the  language  of  Jfocoro,  he  was  afraid,  because 
he  could  not  tell  them  who  he  was,  nor  how  he  came  thither,  nor  was 
able  to  answer  anything  for  himself,  that  they  vrould  kill  him,  taking 
him  for  one  of  the  Indians  of  Ucita,  and  hefoj-e  they  espied  him  lie 
came  to  the  place  where  they  had  laid  their  wea})ons;  and  as  soon  as 
they  saw  him  they  fled  toward  the  town,  and  alihongh  he  willed  them 
to  sta}-,  because  he  meant  to  do  them  no  hurt,  yet  they  understood 
him  not,  and  ran  away  as  fast  ns  ever  they  could.  And  as  soon  as 
thc}'  came  to  the  town  with  great  outcries,  many  Indians  came  forth 
against  liim,  and  began  to  comj)ass  him  to  sliuot  ut  him.  Joint  Ortiz 
seeing  himself  in  so  great  danger,  shielded  liimself  witli  certain  trees, 
and  began  to  shriek  out  and  cry  very  loud,  and  to  tell  them  that  he 
was  a Christian,  and  that  he  was  fled  from  Leila,  and  was  come  to  see 
and  serve  Macoro  his  lord.  It  ])]easod  God  tliat  at  that  verv  instant 
there  came  thither  an  Indian  that  emild  speak  llu'  languaixe  and  un- 
derstood him,  and  pacificil  tlic  rust,  who  told  (hem  what  he  said. 
Then  ran  from  thence  three  or  lour  Indians  to  hear  the  news  to  their 
lord,  who  came  forth  a (jiiarter  <.>f  a league  li'oiu  the  town  to  reeeivo 
him,  and  uas  ^ul•y  glad  ol  him.  lb.'  ('aiisud  him  prcsentlv  to  swear 
aecordiiig  to  the  custom  d’  tlie  rhri.-tiaii.<,  that  he  would  not  run 
away  from  him  to  any  other  lord,  ami  proioisvd  him  to  entreat  him 
very  well ; and  that  if  at  anytime  there  came  any  ('hristians  ir.(o 
that  country,  lie  would  freely  h i him  go,  and  gi\e  him  leave  to  go  to 
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them;  and  likewise  took  his  oath  to  perform  the  same  according  to 
the  Indian  custom.  About  three  years  after  certain  Indians,  which 
were  fishing  at  sea  two  leagues  from  the  towii;  brought  news  to 
Mocogo  that  they  hud  seen  ships,  and  he  called  John  Ortiz  and  gave 
him  leave  to  go  his  way,  who  taking  his  leave  of  him,  with  all  the 
haste  he  could  came  to  the  sea,  and  finding  no  ships  he  thought  it  to 
be  some  deceit,  and  that  the  cacicjue  had  done  the  same  to  learn  his 
mind.  8o  he  dwelt  vdth  Mocogo  nine  years,  with  small  hope  of  see- 
ing any  Christians.  As  soon  as  our  Governor  arrived  in  F lor  Ida  ^ it 
was  known  to  Mocogo^  and  straightw' ay  he  signified  to  John  Ortiz  that 
Christians  were  lodged  in  the  town  of  Udta)  and  he  thought  lie  had 
jested  with  him  as  he  had  done  before,  and  told  him  that  by  this  time 
he  had  forgotten  the  Christians,  and  thought  of  nothing  else  but  to 
serve  him.  But  he  assured  him  that  it  was  so,  and  gave  him  license 
to  go  unto  them,  saying  unto  him  that  if  he  would  not  do  it,  and  if 
the  Christians  should  go  their  way,  he  should  not  blame  him,  for  he 
had  fulfilled  that  Avhich  he  had  promised  him.  The  joy  of  John  Ortiz 
was  so  great,  tliat  he  could  not  believe  that  it  was  true;  notwithstand- 
ing he  gave  him  thanks,  and  took  his  leave  of  him,  and  Mocogo  gave 
him  ten  or  eleven  principal  Indians  to  bear  him  company;  and  as  they 
went  to  the  port  where  the  Governor  was,  they  met  Avith  Baltasar  de 
Callcyosy  as  I have  declared  before.  As  soon  as  he  was  come  to  the 
camp,  the  Governor  commanded  to  give  him  a suit  of  apparel,  and 
very  good  armor,  and  a fair  horse ; and  incjuired  of  him  Avliether  he 
had  notice  of  any  country  where  there  was  any  gold  or  silver.  He 
answered,  Xo,  because  he  never  went  ten  leagues  compass  from  the 
place  Avhere  he  dwelt;  but  that  thirty  leagues  from  thence'^  dwelt  an 
Indian  lord,  which  Avas  called  Faracossi,  to  Avhom  Mocogo  and  Uita, 
Avitli  all  the  rest  of  that  coast  paid  tribute,  and  that  he  peradventurc 
might  iiavo  notice  of  some  good  country,  and  that  his  land  Avas  better 
than  that  of  the  sea-coast,  and  more  fruitful  and  plentiful  of  maize. 
\\  hereof  the  GoA'ernor  received  great  contentment,  and  said  lliat  he 
ih-.fiied  no  more  than  to  find  A’ictuals,  that  he  might  go  into  tlie  main 
laiid,  ler  the  land  of  Florida  Avas  so  large,  that  in  one  jhice  or  otlier 
tliviT  could  not  choose  but  be  some  rieli  country.  Iflu;  Cachjuc 
MjiZryt  tame  t'.)  the  ]»ort  to  Aisit  the  Covernor,  and  made  this  speech 
follewillg. 

“ bight  high  and  mighty  lord,  I bei)ig  les.'^er  in  mine  OAvn  conceit 
for  to  obey  vtu,  than  any  of  those  Avhieh  you  have  under  your  com- 
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mand,  and  greater  in  desire  to  do  you  greater  services,  do  appear  be- 
fore your  lordship  with  so  much  coufideiiee  of  receiving  favor,  as  if  in 
effect  this  my  good  will  were  manifested  unto  you  in  works ; not  for 
the  small  service  I did  unto  you  touching  tlie  Christian  which  I had 
in. my  power,  in  giving  him  freely  his  liberty  (for  I was  bound  to  do 
it  to  preserve  mine  honor,  and  that  which  1 had  promised  him),  but 
because  it  is  the  part  of  great  men  to  use  great  magnificences.  And 
I am  persuaded  that  as  in  bodily  perfections,  and  commanding  of  good 
people,  you  do  exceed  all  men  in  the  world,  so  likewise  you  do  in  the 
parts  of  the  mind,  in  which  you  may  boast  of  the  bounty  of  nature. 
The  favor  which  1 hope  for  of  your  lordship  is,  that  you  would  hold  me 
for  yours,  and  betliiidc  yourself  to  command  me  anything  wherein  I 
may  do  j-ou  service.’’ 

The  Governor  ansivered  him,  “ That  although  in  freeing  and  send- 
ing him  the  Christian,  he  had  preserved  his  honor  and  promise,  }"et 
he  thanked  him,  and  held  it  in  such  esteem  as  it  had  no  comparison ; 
and  that  he  would  alwa^^s  hold  him  as  liis  brother,  and  would  favor  all 
things  to  the  utmost  of  his  power.”  Then  he  commanded  a shirt  to 
be  given  him,  and  other  things,  wherewith  the  cacicjue  being  very 
W’ell  contented,  took  his  leave  of  him,  and  departed  to  his  own  town. 

From  the  Port  de  tSpirito  Santo  wlierc  the  Governor  lay,  he  sent 
the  Alcalde  Mayor  .Baltasar  de  Galh/ns  with  fifty  horsemen,  and 
thirty  or  forty  footmen  to  the  jjrovineu  of  Ihracossi,  to  view  the  dis- 
position of  the  country,  and  inform  hinuself  of  the  land ‘fiirther  in- 
ward, and  to  send  him  word  of  such  things  as  he  found.  Likewise 
be  sent  his  ships  back  to  the  Jsland  of  CnUi,  that  they  miglit  return 
witliin  a certain  time  with  victuals.  lorcaUo  de  Figueroa ^ 

which  went  with  the  Governor  as  Captain-general,  (whose  principal 
intent  was  to  send  slaves  from  Florida  to  the  Lsland  of  Cuhaj  where 
he  had  his  goods  a7id  mines,)  having  made  some  inroads,  and  seciuL^ 
no  Indians  were  to  be  got,  because  of  the  great  bogs  and  woods  that 
were  in  the  country,  considering  the  (ii.'}iO"ition  of  the  same,  deter- 
]uincd  to  return  to  Cuho.  And  though  tlim-e  was  some  difiercnco  be- 
tween him  and  tlie  Governor,  whereii['on  they  neither  dealt  nor  con- 
versed togetlier  with  good  coiintcnauce,  yet  notwillistanding  with 
loving  words  he  asked  him  leave  and  departed  from  him.  Jhltasar 
de  (iidh'go^  came  to  (lie  ForaroFi.  There  came  to  him  thirl v Indians 
fi'om  thi'  caei(|ue,  which  was  absent  fi'oiii  his  town,  and  one  of  them 
made  this  speech  : 

^M'aracos-i,  (Ijo  lord  of  this  province,  who.se  vassals  we  are,  send- 
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cth  vis  unto  your  worship,  to  know  what  it  is  that  you  seek  in  this  his 
country,  and  wherein  lie  may  do  you  service/' 

Jhhasar  de  Gallq/os  said  unto  him  that  he  thanked  them  very 
much  for  their  offer,  willing  them  to  warn  their  lord  to  come  to  his 
town,  and  that  there  they  would  tallc  and  coidirm  their  peace  and 
friendshi]),  which  he  much  desired.  The  Indians  W'ent  their  way  and 
nUurned  next  day,  and -said  that  their  lord  was  ill  at  case,  and  there- 
fore could  not  come;  but  that  they  came  on  his  behalf  to  see  what  he 
demanded,  lie  asked  them  if  they  knev/  or  had  notice  of  any  rich 
countiy  where  there  was  gold  or  silver.  They  told  him  they  did, 
and  that  towards  the  west  there  vras  a province  which  was  called 
Oak ; and  that  others  that  inhabited  other  countries  had  war  with  the 
people  of  that  country,  vrhere  the  most  part  of  the  year  was  summer, 
and  that  there  was  much  gold;  and  that  when  those  their  enemies 
came  to  make  war  with  tlicm  of  Oak,  these  inhabitants  of  Oak  did 
wear  hats  of  gold,  in  manner  of  head-pieces.  Baltasar  dc  Gedkj/os 
seeing  that  the  cacique  came  not,  thinking  all  that  they  said  Avas 
feigned,  Avith  intent  that  in  the  meantime  they  might  set  them- 
selves in  safety,  fearing  that  if  he  did  let  them  go,  they  would  re- 
turn no  more,  commanded  the  tlurty  Indians  to  be  chained,  and  sent 
Avord  to  the  Governor  by  eight  horsemen  Avhat  had  passed;  Avhereof 
the  Governor  Avith  all  that  were  Avith  him  at  the  Port  dc  Bjn'n’tu 
iSan(o  received  great  comfort,  supposing  that  that  Avliich  the  Indians 
reported  might  be  true,  lie  left  Captain' Go/c/emn  at  the  port,  Avith 
thirty  horsemen  and  seventy  footmen,  with  provision  for  two  years, 
and  himself  Avith  all  the  rest  marched  into  the  main  land,  and  came 
to  the  J'*<iracossi,  at  Avhoso  toAvn  Baltasar  dc  Gallcijos  Avas ; and  from 
thenec  Avith  all  his  men  took  the  Avay  to  Calc.  lie  passed  by  a little 
town  called  Acda,  and  came  to  another  called  Tocastc ; and  from 
thence  he  Avent  before  Avith  tbirtjGiorsemen  and  fifty  footmen  tuAvaro> 
Oal".  And  passing  by  a town  Avhence  the  people  AA’ere  fleh,  tlo'y  saw 
lii'liaiis  a little  distance  from  tiicnce  in  a lake,  to  whom  the  inierpieter 
sO'tk'-.  Tlioy  came  unto  them  and  gave  them  an  Indian  for  a gunle; 
and  lie  came  to  a river  Avitli  a great  cniTent,  and  upon  a treO  Avliieh 
wa>  in  ihe  mid.-t  of  it,  Avas  made  a bridge,  Ashei'eon  tiie  jiien  juissed  ; 
ihe  li  swam  ovt'r  by  a hawsiu,  that  they  wei'O  juille/i  by  from  tlie 
other -Iiie;  for  one,  Avhieli  they  drove  iii  at  the  first  Avithoiit  it,  Ava> 
<lrM\uual.  JTvuii  tlienee  the  Governor  sent  two  horsemen  to  liis  people 
th  i!  were  behind,  to  make  haste  after  him;  heeause  the  way  greAv 
l"J!g,  an.l  their  vietuals  sliori.  He  came  to  (\(k,  :uul  found  the  town 
A’. ith.iut  ])eo]'le.  He  took  three  Indians  Avhieh  Averc  ?pies,  and  tarried 
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there  for  liis  people  that  came  after,  which  were  sore  vexed  with  hun- 
ger and  evil  ways,  because  tlie  country  was  very  barren  of  maize, 
low,  and  full  of  water,  bogs,  and  thick  woods ; and  the  victuals  which 
they  brought  -with  them  fi'om  the  Port  Jc  Sanio,  were  spent. 

"Wlieresoever  any  town  was  found,  there  were  some  beets,  and  he  that 
came  first  gathered  them,  and  sodden  with  water  and  salt,  did  eat  them 
without  any  other  tldng  ; and  such  as  could  not  get  them,  gathered 
the  stalks  of  maize  and  cat  tliem,  which  because  they  were  young  had 
no  maize  in  them.  'When  they  came  to  the  river  which  the  Governor 
had  passed,  they  found  palnutos  upon  low  j^alni  trees  like  those  of 
Andahisia.  There  they  met  with  the  two  ho]-semen  which  the  Go- 
vernor sent  unto  them,  and  they  brought  news  that  in  Oale  there  wars 
plenty  of  maize,  at  which  news  they  all  j-ojoiced.  As  soon  as  they 
came  to  Oale,  the  Governor  commanded  tlmnn  to  gather  all  the  maize 
that  was  ripe  in  the  held,  which  Avas  sullieicnt  for  three  montlis.  At 
the  gathering  of  it  the  Indians  killed  three  Christians,  and  one  of  them 
which  Avere  taken  told  the  Governor,  that  Avithin  scAmn  days’  journey 
there  Avas  a very  great  province,  and  plentiful  of  maize,  Avhich  was 
called  Apalaclie.  And  presently  lie  departed  from  Calc  Avitli  hfty 
horsemen,  and  sixty  footmen,  lie  left  the  master  of  the  camp,  Lvi/s 
dc  Muscoso,  Avith  all  tlie  rest  of  the  pcojile  there,  with  cliarge  that  he 
should  not  depart  thence  until  he  had  Avoid  from  him.  And  because 
hitherto  none  had  gotten  any  slaves,  the  bread  tliat  every  one  Avas  to 
cat  he  Avas  fain  himself  to  beat  in  a mortar  made  in  a jiiece  of  timber, 
with  a pestle,  and  some  of  them  did  sift  the  flour  tlirough  their  shirts 
of  mail.  T'liey  baked  llieir  bread  upon  certain  tilesharcs  Avbich  tliey 
set  over  the  fire,  in  such  sort  as  heretofore  I have  said  tliey  used  to  do 
in  Cuha,  Jt  is  so  troublesome  to  grind  tlieir  inaize,  that  there  Avere 
many  that  Avoiikl  rather  not  cat  it  than  grind  it;  and  did  eat  the 
maize  pai'chcd  and  sodden. 

T'iie  second  day  uf  August,  1530,  tlie  Governor  departed  from 
C(dc}  he  lodged  in  a little  town  calha!  3 (ara,  and  the  ne.vt  day  in  ano- 
thcr  called  Putano,  and  tlie  third  day  at  I fuiama,  and  came  to  ano- 
ther town  Avliich  they  named  the  tOAvn  of  Pvil  peace  ; because  an  In- 
dian came  in  jieace,  saying,  that  he  Avas  the  cacique,  and  tliat  he 
Avilli  hi<<  ]n;(»])le  Avould  servi*  the  Governor,  and  that,  if  lie  Avould  set 
free  t wiMity-eight  })crsous,  iikmi  and  Avonien,  wliieh  his  men  had  taken 
the  night  bef.ire,  lu,*  would  eommand  jirovisivm  to  be  brought  liim,  and 
Avould  give  liim  a guide  to  iiislruet  him  in  liis  Avay.  I'lie  Govi'nior 
commanded  them  tn  he  set  at  liherty,  and  to  keep  iiini  in  safeguard. 
The  JU'xt  vlay  in  (lie  nn^rniiig  there  came  man^wlndians,  and  set  (hem- 
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selves  round  about  the  town  near  to  a wood.  The  Indian  wished 
them  to  carry  liim  near  (hom^  and  tliat  he  would  speak  unto  them,  and 
assure  them,  and  that  they  would  do  wdiatsoever  he  commanded  them. 
And  when  he  saw  liiinself  near  unto  them  he  broke  from  them,  and 
ran  away  so  swiftly  from  the  Christians  that  there  was  none  that 
could  overtake  him,  and  all  of  them  fled  into  the  woods.  The  Go- 
vernor commanded  to  loose  a greyhound,  which  was  already  fleshed 
on  tliem,  which  passing  by  many  other  Indians,  caught  the  counterfeit 
cacique  which  had  escaped  from  the  Christians,  and  held  him  till  they 
came  to  take  him.  From  thence  the  Governor  lodged  at  a town  called 
Chohqmhay  and  because  it  had  store  of  maize  in  it,  they  named  it 
Villa  farta.  Beyond  the  same  there  was  a river,  on  which  he  made 
a bridge  of  timber,  and  traveled  two  days  through  a desert.  The 
17th  of  August  he  came  to  Caliqiicn,  ivhere  he  was  informed  of  the 
province  of  Apalaclic.  They  told  him  that  PampJiilo  tie  jVarvaezhad 
been  there,  and  that  there  he  took  shipping,  because  he  could  And  no 
way  to  go  forward.  That  there  was  none  other  town  at  all ; but  that 
on  both  sides  was  all  water.  The  whole  company  w’crc  very  sad  for 
this  news,  and  counseled  the  Governor  to  go  back  to  the  Fort  de 
Spirifo  Santo,  and  to  abandon  the  country  of  Florida,  lest  he  should 
perish  as  Farvaez  had  done;  declaring  that  if  he  went  forward,  he 
could  not  return  back  wlien  he  wbuld,  and  that  the  Indians,  would 
gather  up  that  small  quantity  of  maize  which  was  left.  "Whereunto 
tlie  Governor  answered  that  he  would  not  go  back,  till  he  had  seen 
with  Ins  eyes  that  which  they  reported;  saying  that  he  could  not 
believe  it,  and  tliat  we  should  be  put  out  of  doubt  before  it  were 
long.  And  he  sent  to  Lups  de  JUoscoso  to  come  presently  from 
(kde,  and  that  he  tarried  for  him  there.  Laps  de  J/o.sm^o  and 
many  others  thought  that  from  Apalaehc  they  should  return  back; 
and  in  Cole  they  buried  their  iron  tools,  and  divers  other  things. 
1'li‘ey  came  to  Oalapicn  great  trouble;  because  the  country 

which  the  Governor  had  passed  by,  was  spoiled  and  destitute  of 
inai/.c.  After  all  the  people  were  come  together,  he  coniujanded  a 
bridge  to  be  made  over  a river  that  passed  near  the  town.  lie 
d'>]';tn.ed  tVom  (Aditpo  n the  10th  of  Se]iteml)cr,  and  carried  the  ca- 
(i<ju.  with  liiui.  After  he  liad  traveled  tlirec  days,  there  came  In- 
dians ]ieaecaldy  to  vi^it  their  lord,  and  every  day  met  us  on  the  wav 
)<la\ ing  ujiou  flutes ; which  is  a token  that  they  use,  that  num  may 
htiuw  that  they  come  in  juaice.  They  said  that  in  our  way  before 
there  was  a cacique  whose  name  was  I'zarliH,  a kinsman  of  the  caeiijue 
‘I  (\diqut)i  their  lord.  Availing  for  liiin  Avith  many  jwesents,  and  they 
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desired  tlie  Governor  that  he  would  loose  the  cacique.  But  he  would 
not,  fearing  tliat  they  would  rise,  and  would  not  give  him  any  guides, 
and  sent  them  away  from  day  to  day  with  good  words.  He  traveled 
five  days;  he  passed  by  some  small  towns;  he  came  to  a town  called 
NajKtucaj  the  15th  day  of  September.  Thither  came  fourteen  or  fif- 
teen Indians,  and  besought  the  Governor  to  let  loose  the  cacique  of 
Caliquciij  their  lord.  • He  answered  them  that  he  held  him  not  in 
prison,  but  that  he  would  have  him  to  accompany  him  to  Uzachil. 
The  Governor  had  notice  b}^  John  Ortiz,  that  an  Indian  told  him  how 
the}'  determined  to  gather  themselves  together,  and  come  upon  him, 
and  give  him  battle,  and  take  away  the  cacique  from  him.  The  day 
that  it  was  agreed  upon,  the  Governor  commanded  his  men  to  be  in 
readiness,  and  that  the  horsemen  should  be  ready  armed  and  on  horse- 
back every  one  in  his  lodging,  because  the  Indians  might  not  see 
them,  and  so  more  confidently  come  to  the  town.  There  came  four 
hundred  Indians  in  sight  of  the  camp  with  their  bows  and  arrows, 
and  placed  themselves  in  a wood,  and  sent  two  Indians  to  bid  the  Go- 
vernor to  deliver  them  the  cacicjue.  The  Governor  with  six  footmen 
leading  the  caci^que  by  the  hand,  and  talking  with  him,  to  secure  the 
Indians,  went  toward  the  place  where  they  were.  And  seeing  a fit 
time,  commanded  to  sound  a trumpet ; and  ju’csently  those  that  were 
in  the  town  in  the  houses,  both  liorSe  and  foot,  set  upon  the  Indians, 
which  W’^ere  so  suddenly  assaulted,  that  the  greatest  care  they  had  was 
which  way  they  should  flee.  They  killed  two  horses;  one  W'as  the 
Governor’s,  and  he  was  presently  horsed  again  upon  another.  There 
were  thirty  or  forty  Indians  shlin.  The  rest  tied  to  two  very  great 
lakes,  that  were  somewhat  distant  the  one  from  tlie  other.  There  they 
were  swimming,  and  the  Christians  round  about  them.  The  caliver- 
mcn  and  crossbowmen  shot  at  them  from  the  bank  ; but  the  distance 
being  great,  and  sliooting  afar  off,  they  did  them  no  hurt.  The  Go- 
vernor commanded  that  the  same  night  they  should  compass  one'  of 
the  lakes,  because  they  were  so  great,  that  there  were  not  men  cnounh 
to  compass  them  botli ; being  beset,  as  soon  as  niglit  shut  in,  the  In- 
dians, with  determination  to  run  away,  came  swimming  verv  softly  to 
the  bank ; and  to  hide  themselves  they  put  a water  lily  leaf  on  their 
bead.^.  ’fhe  horsemen,  as  soon  a.s  they  ])ereeived  it  to  stir,  ran  into 
the  water  to  the  horses’  Iweasts,  and  the  Indians  fled  airain  into  the 
lake.  >So  this  )dght  passed  without  any  rest  tm  both  sides.  John  Ortiz 
persuaded  them  that  seeing  they  could  not  escaj<e,  iliey  should  yield 
themselves  to  tlie  Governor  ; w hich  they  did,  enforc'd  thereunto  by  the 
coldness  of  the  water;  and  one  by  one,  he  first  'whom  the  cold  did 
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first  overcome,  cried  to  John  Ortiz,  desiring  that  they  would  not  kill 
him,  for  ho  came  to  put  himself  into  the  hands  of  tlie  Governor.  By 
the  morning  watch  they  made  an  end  of  yielding  themselves;  only 
twelve  principal  men,  being  more  honorable  and  valorous  than  the 
rest,  resolved  rather  to  die  than  to  come  into  his  hands.  And  the 
Indians  of  Paracossl,  which  were  now  loosed  out  of  chains,  went 
swimming  to  tlmm,  and  pulled  them  out  by  the  hair  of  their  heads, 
and  they  -were  all  put  in  chains,  and  the  next  day  were  divided  among 
the  Christians  for  tlieir  service.  Being  thus  in  captivity,  they  deter- 
mined to  rebel ; and  gave  in  charge  to  an  Indian  which  was  intcr- 
))retcr,  and  held  to  be  valiant,  that  as  soon  as  the  Governor  did  come 
to  speak  with  him,  he  should  cast  his  hands  about  his  neck,  and 
choke  him  : wlio,  when  he  saw  opportunity,  laid  hands  on  the  Go- 
\urnor,  and  before  he  cast  his  hands  about  his  neck,  he  gave  liiiii 
such  a blow  on  the  nostrils,  tliat  he  made  them  gush  out  witli 
blood,  and  presently  all  the  rest  did  rise.  He  that  could  get  any 
weapons  at  hand,  or  the  handle  wherewith  he  did  grind  the  maize, 
sought  to  kill  Ills  master,  or  the  first  he  met  before  him ; and  he  that 
could  get  a lance  or  sword  at  hand,  bestirred  himself  in  such  sort  with, 
it,  as  though  he  had  used  it  all  his  lifetime.  One  Indian  in  the  mar- 
ket-place enclosed  between  fifteen  or  twent}'-  footmen,  made  a way  like 
a bull,  with  a swmrd  in  his  hand,  till  certain  halbardiers  of  tlie  Governor 
came,  which  killed  him.  Another  got  up  with  a lance  to  a loft  made 
of  canos,  which  they  build  to  keep  their  maize  in,  which  they  call  a 
barbacoa,  and  there  he  made  such  a noise  as  though  ten  men  had 
been  there  defending  the  door;  they  slew  him  with  a partizan.  The 
Indians  wore  in  all  about  two  Imudred  men.  They  were  all  subdued. 
And  some  of  the  youngest  the  Governor  gave  to  tliem  which  liad 
gi"xl  cliaius,  and  were  careful  to  look  to  tliem  tliat  thoj'  got  not 
away.  All  the  rest  he  commanded  to  be  put  to  deatli,  being  tied 
to  a .''take  in  tlie  midst  of  tlie  market-place;  and  the  Indians  of 
t!i.‘  /b;v/(Yy.‘.\sn' did  shoot  tliem  to  death. 

The  Governor  dcjiaided  from  Xaj>cfi(.ca  the  ‘2dd  of  Sejdember ; lie 
h'rt]<  vd  hy  a river,  where  two  Indians  lirovight  him  a buck  from  the 
caci-j'ie  <>f  [\nrliH,  'j'he  next  day  ho  ])as.sc<l  l>y  a groat  town  called 
are]  lodged  at  Czar/i I/,  and  found  no  jjoople  in  it,  bo- 
can-.o  they  durst  not  tarry  for  the  noiice  the  Indians  had  of  the 
slaughicr  of  X'tjh'furo.  Jfe  found  in  that  town  great  store  of  maize, 
Irenoh  hcans,  aiid  pomjiioiis,  which  is  tlidr  food,  and  that  wherewith 
the  Chrl.stians  tlioi'e  sustained  themselves.  The  maize  is  like  coarsi* 
Ji-I!hT,  and  tlie  jiompions  are  better  and  more  savory  than  those  of 
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Spain.  From  tlience  the  Governor  sent  two  captains  eacli  a sundry 
way  to  seek  the  Indians.  They  took  an  hundred  men  and  women  ; 
of  which  as  well  there  as  in  other  place  where  they  made  any  in- 
roads, the  captain  chose  one  or  two  for  the  Governor,  and  divided  the 
rest  to  himself,  and  those  that  went  with  him.  They  led  these  In- 
dians in  chains  with  iron  collars  about  their  necks;  and  they  served 
to  carry  their  stutf,  and  to  grind  their  maize,  and  for  other  services 
that  such  captives  could  do.  Sometimes  it  happened  that  going  for 
wood  or  maize  wnth  them,  they  killed  the  Christian  that  led  them, 
and  ran  away  with  the  chain  ; others  tiled  their  chains  by  night  with 
a piece  of  stone,  wherewith  they  cut  them,  and  use  it  instead  of  iron. 
Those  that  were  perceived  paid  for  themselves,  and  for  the  rest,  be- 
cause they  should  not  dare  to  do  the  like  another  time.  The  women 
and  young  boys,  wdien  they  were  once  an  hundred  leagues  from  their 
country,  and  had  forgotten  things,  they  let  go  loose,  and  so  they 
served;  and  in  a veiy  short  space  tliey  understood  the  language  of 
the  Christians.  From  Uzach'd  the  (lovcrnor  departed  toward  Apalache, 
and  in  two  days’  journey  he  came  to  a towm  called  A'xille,  and  from 
thence  forward  the  Indians  were  careless,  because  they  had  as  yet  no 
notice  of  the  Christians.  The  next  day  in  the  morning,  the  first  of 
October,  he  departed  from  thence,  and  commanded  a bridge  to  be 
made  over  a river  which  he  waas  to  pass.  The  depth  of  the  river 
■where  the  bridge  ^Yas  made,  was  a stone’s  cast,  and  forward  a cross- 
bow shot  the  water  came  to  the  waist ; and  the  Avood  whereby  the 
Indians  came  to  see  if  they  could  defend  the  passage,  and  disturb 
tho.se  w’hich  made  the  bridge,  was  very  high  and  thick.  The  cross- 
bowmen so  bc.stirred  themselves  that  the}'  imule  them  give  back;  and 
certain  planks  were  cast  into  the  river,  whereon  the  men  passed, 
\vl.iich  made  good  the  passage.  The  Governor  passed  upon  AYed- 
nesday,  which  was  St.  Francis  day,  and  lodged  at  a town  W'hich  was 
called  YitachneOy  subject  to  ApalarJx:  he  found  it  burning,  for  th.c 
Indians  liad  set  it  on  fire.  From  thence  forward  the  country  was 
much  inhabited,  and  had  great  store  of  maize,  lie  passed  by  many 
granges  like  hamlets.  On  Sunday,  the  25tli  of  October,  he  came  to 
a town  which  is  called  Czda,  and  upon  Tuesday  to  Aiuiica  ApaJachr^ 
where  the  lord  of  all  that  country  and  province  was  resident;  in 
which  town  the  camp  master,  vdiose  (.llicc  is  to  (piarter  out,  and  lodge 
men,  did  lodge  all  the  company  round  about  within  a league,  and  lialf 
a league  of  it.  There  were  other  towns,  where  was  great  store  of 
maize,  pomj'ions,  I'Veneh  beans,  and  plums  of  tlie  country,  Avhich  arc 
belter  than  fh.oso  of  Sjuiiity  and  they  grow  in  the  fields  without  plant- 
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ing.  The  victuals  that  were  thought  uecessary  to  pass  the  winter, 
were  gathered  from  those  towns  to  Ancnca  Apalache.  The  Grovernor 
was  informed  that  the  sea  was  ten  leagues  from  thence.  He  pre- 
sently sent- a captain  thither  with  horsemen  and  footmen.  And  sis: 
leagues  on  the  way  he  found  a town  which  was  named  Ochetc,  and  so 
came  to  tlic  sea;  and  found  a great  tree  felled,  and  cut  into  pieces, 
with  stakes  set  up  like  mangers,  and  saw  the  skulls  of  horses.  He 
returned  with  this  news.  And  that  was  held  for  certain,  which  was 
re])orted  of  Pamphilo  de  Karvaez^  that  there  he  had  built  the  barks 
wherewith  he  went  out  of  the  land  of  Florida,  and  rvas  cast  away  at 
sea.  Presently  the  Governor  sent  John  Fanusco  with  thirty  horse- 
men to  the  Fori  de  Spiriio  Santo  where  Caldcran  was,  with  order 
that  they  should  abandon  the  port,  and  all  of  them  come  to  Apalache. 
He  departed  on  Saturday  the  17th  of  November.  In  Uzachil  and 
other  towns  that  stood  in  the  way  he  found  great  store  of  people 
already  careless.  He  ivould  take  none  of  the  Indians,  for  not  hinder- 
ing himself,  because  it  behooved  him  to  give  them  no  leisure  to  gather 
themselves  together.  He  passed  through  the  towns  by  night,  and 
rested  without  the  towns  three  or  four  hours.  In  ten  days  he  came 
to  the  Port  de  Spirito  Santo.  He  carried  with  him  twenty  Indian 
women,  which  he  took  in  Ytara,  and  Potaiio,  near  unto  Calc,  and 
sent  them  to  Donna  Isabella  in  the  two  caravels,  which  he  sent  from 
the  Port  de  Spirito  Santo  to  Cuba.  And  he  carried  all  the  footmen 
in  the  brigantines,  and  coasting  along  the  shore  came  to  Apialache. 
And  Caldcran,  with  the  horsemen,  and  some  crossbowmen  on  foot, 
went  by  land;  and  in  some  places  the  Indians  set  upon  him,  and 
wounded  some  of  his  men.  As  soon  as  he  came  to  Apalache,  pre- 
sently the  Governor  sent  sawed  planks  and  spikes  to  the  sea-side, 
wherewith  was  made  a piragua  or  bark,  wherein  were  embarked  thirt}* 
men  well  armed,  which  w’cnt  out  of  the  bay  to  the  sea,  looking  for 
the  brigantines.  Sometimes  they  fought  with  the  Indians,  which 
passed  along  the  harhor  in  tlieir  canoes.  Upon  Saturday,  tlie  ‘29th  of 
iXoveiJiber,  f licre  came  an  Indian  through  the  walcli  undiscovered, 
and  sat  the  town  on  lire,  and  with  the  great  wind  that  blew  two 
parts  of  it  were  consumed  in  a short  time.  On  Sunday  tlie  2Sth 
of  December,  eanie  John.  Dannst'a  with  the  ))rigantinos.  The  Go- 
vernor S(‘i]t  Prancisnj  Midihniada , a captain  of  footmen,  witli  fifty 
men  to  discover  the  coast  westward,  and  to  seek  some  port,  because 
be  iuid  determined  to  go  ).y  land,  and  discover  that  part.  3’hat  day 
there  went  out  eight  liorsenien  by  cominandnient  of  the  Governor  into 
tlie  held,  two  leagues  about  the  town,  to  seek  Indians;  for  tlu'y  wore 
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HOW  SO  emboldened,  that  within  two  crossbow  sliot  of  the  camp,  they 
came  and  slew  men.  They  found  two  men  and  a woman  gathering 
French  beans;  the  men,  though  they  might  have  fled,  yet  because 
they  would  not  leave  the  woman,  which  veas  one  of  their  wives,  they 
resolved  to  die  fighting;  and  before  they  were  slain,  they  vroimded 
three  horses,  wdiercof  one  died  within  a few  days  after.  Caldcran 
going  witli  his  men  by  the  sea-coast,  from  a wood  that  was  near  tbe 
place,  the  Indians  set  upon  him,  and  made  him  forsake  his  way,  and 
many  of  them  that  -went  with  liim  forsook  some  necessary  \dctuals, 
which  they  carried  with  them.  Three  or  four  days  after  the  limited 
time  given  by  the  Governor  to  2Iahhnado  for  his  going  and  coining, 
being  already  determined  and  resolved,  if  wdtliin  eight  days  he  did 
not  come,  to  tarry  no  longer  for  him,  he  came,  and.  brought  an  In- 
dian from  a province  which  was  called  Ochns,  sixty  leagues  westward 
from  Apalaclic;  where  he  had  found  a port  of  good  depth,  and  de- 
fence against  w^eather.  And  because  tlie  Governor  hoped  to  find  a 
good  country  forward,  he  was  very  well  contented.  And  he  sent 
Meddonado  for  victuals  to  Havana,  with  order  that  he  should  tarry 
for  him  at  the  port  of  Ochiifi,  vrhich  he  had  discovered,  for  he  would 
go  seek  it  by  land;  and  if  he  should  chance  to  stay,  and  not  come 
thither  that  summer,  that  then  he  should  return  to  Havana,  and 
should  come  again  the  next  summer  after,  and  tarry  for  him  at  that 
port;  for  he  said  he  would  do-none  other  thing  hut  go  to  seek  Ochu^. 
Frarndfico  Islaldonado  departed,  and  in  his  place  for  captain  of  the 
footmen  remained  John  de  Guzman.  Of  those  Indians  wliicli  were 
taken  in  Hapchira,  the  Treasurer  John  Gat/tan  had  a young  man, 
which  said  that  he  ivas  not  of  that  coimtiT,  but  of  another  far  off 
toward  the  sun  rising,  and  tliat  it  was  long  since  lie  bad  traveled  to 
see  countries  ; and  that  bis  country  wars  called  Yupaha,  and  tlnit  a 
woman  did  govern  it;  and  lluit  the  town  where  she  was  resident  was 
of  a wonderful  bigness,  and  that  many  lords  round  about  were  tvibu- 
taries  to  her;  and  some  gave  her  clothe.'^,  and  others  gold  in  abund- 
ance; and  be  told  how  it  was  taken  out  of  liie  mines,  and  was  molten 
and  refined,  as  if  ho  had  seen  it  done,  or  the  devil  had  tanglit  it 
liim.  So  that  all  those  wlii(di  know  aiiAhing  concerning  the  same, 
said  that  it  was  impos.siblc  to  give  so  good  a relation,  withmit  having 
seen  it;  and  all  of  them,  as  if  tiugy  Inul  seen  it,  by  the  signs  lhat  he 
gave,  believed  all  that  ho  sa/id  to  be  true. 

On  ^\  ediiesday,  the  third  (d’  iMarch,  of  the  year  Jo  lO,  the  Go- 
vernor departed  Iroin  ..1 to  seek  Yupaha.  lie  eom- 
miuuled  Ids  men  to  go  pro\ided  with  maize  for  si^ty  leagues  of  desert. 
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The  horsemen  carried  their  maize  on  their  horses^  and  the  footmen  at 
their  sides  ; because  tljc  Indians  that  were  for  service,  with  their 
miserable  life  that  the}"  led  that  winter,  being  naked  and  in  chains, 
died  for  the  most  part.  l\dthin  four  days’  journey  they  came  to  a great 
river ; and  they  made  a piragua  or  ferry  boat,  and  because  of  the 
great  current,  they  made  a cable  with  chains,  ’whieli  they  fastened  on 
both  sides  of  the  river;  and  the  ferry  boat  went  along  by  it,  and  the 
horses  swam  over,  being  drawn  with  capstans.  Having  passed  the 
river  in  a day  and  a half,  they  came  to  a town  called  Capidiiqui. 
Upon  Friday  the  11th  of  March,  they  found  Indians  in  arms.  The 
next  day  five  Christians  went  to  seek  mortars,  Vvhich  the  Indians 
have  to  beat  their  maize,  and  they  went  to  certain  houses  on  tlic  back 
side  of  the  camp  environed  with  a wood.  And  within  tlie  wood  were 
manj"  Indians  which  came  to  stiy  us;  of  the  which  came  other  five 
and  set  upon  us.  One  of  the  Christians  came  running  away,  giving 
an  alarm  unto  the  camp.  Those  which  were  most  ready  answered 
the  alarm.  They  found  one  Christian  dead,  and  three  sore  wounded. 
The  Indians  fled  unto  a lake  adjoining  near  a very  thick  wood,  where 
the  liorses  could  not  enter.  The  Governor  departed  from  CapacJiigui 
and  passed  through  a desert.  On  Wednesday,  the  twenty-first  of  the 
month,  lie  came  to  a town  called  To  alii ; and  from  thence  forward 
there  wus  a difference  in  the  houses.  For  those  which  were  behind 
us  w’cre  tliatelicd  with  straw,  and  those  of  Toalli  were  covered  with 
reeds,  in  manner  of  tiles.  These  houses  arc  very  cleanly.  Some  of 
them  liad  walls  daubed  with  clay,  which  showed  like  a mud-wnill.  In 
all  the  cold  country  the  Indians  have  every  one  a house  for  tlio  win- 
ter daubed  with  clay  wntliin  and  wdtliout,  and  the  door  is  very  little;  they 
shut  it  1)y  night,  and  make  fire  within ; so  that  they  are  in  it  as  warm 
as  in  a stove,  and  so  it  coutinueth  all  night  that  they  need  not  clothes; 
and  besides  these  they  have  others  for  summer;  and  their  hitchens 
near  tliem,  w here  they  make  fire  and  bake  their  l»read;  and  they  liave 
barbacuas  wlicrein  they  ]:ecp  their  maize  ; wliich  is  a house  set  up 
in  the  air  upon  four  stakes,  boarded  about  like  a chamber,  and  tlie 
foor  of  it  is  of  cane  hurdles.  The  difference  wliich  lords  or  ] iim-ipa] 
men’s  liouses  have  from  the  rest,  besides  they  Im  greater,  is,  that 
they  have  gient  galleries  in  their  fronts,  and  under  them  seats  7uade 
of  canes  ill  manner  of  lienclies ; and  round  about  them  (bey  have 
many  Infis,  v.Iieri  iu  tlu'y  lay  up  that  wliicli  (lie  Indians  do  give  them 
for  tribute,  vliieli  is  mai/e,  deers’  skins,  and  mantles  of  the  country, 
wdiieli  are  liK'e  blankets;  tlmy  make  them  of  the  inner  rind  of  the.  ))ail:s 
of  trees,  and  some  of  a kind  of  grass  like  unto  nettles,  which  being 
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beaten,  is  like  unto  flax.  The  ^'^0]nen  cover  themselves  with  these 
mantles ; thc}'  put  one  about  them  from  the  waist  downward,  and 
another  over  their  shoulder,  witli  their  right  arm  out,  like  unto  the 
Egyptians.  The  men  wear  but  one  ma)itle  u[»ou  their  shoulders  after 
the  same  manner  * and  have  their  secrets  hid  with  a deer’s  skin,  made 
like  a linen  breech,  which  was  wont  to  be  used  in  Sjjain.  The  skins 
are  well  curiied,  and  they  give  tliem  what  color  they  list,  so  perflect, 
that  if  it  be  red,  it  seemetb  a very  fine  cloth  in  grain,  and  the  black 
is  most  fine,  and  of  the  same  leather  tliey  make  shoes;  and  they  dye 
their  mantles  in  the  same  colors.  The  Governor  departed  from  ToaJli 
the  24th  of  i^iarch  ; he  came  on  Thursday  at  evening  to  a small 
river,  where  a bridge  was  made  wlmreou  thc  people  passed,  and  Benit 
FernandeZj  a Portuguese,  fell  off  fn)m  it,  and  vras  drovaied.  As  soon 
as  the  Governor  had  passed  tljc  river,  a little  distance  thence  he  found 
a town  called  Achese.  The  Indians  had  no  notice  of  the  Christians  : 
they  leaped  into  a river:  some  men  and  women  were  taken,  among 
which  was  one  tliat  understood  the  youth  which  guided  the  Grovenior 
to  Yvpalia;  whereby  that  which  he  had  reported  was  more  confirmed. 
For  the}"  luid  |>.assed  llirougli  comitrles  of  divers  languages,  and  some 
wliieh  he  undei',stood  not.  The  Governor  sent  by  one  of  tlie  Indians 
that  were  taken  to  call  the  cueujuc,  which  was  on  the  other  side  of 
the  rivei*.  lie  came,  and  made  this  speech  following : 

night  high,  right  mighty,  and  excellent  lord,  those  things  which 
seldom  happen  do  cause  admiration.  ^VlKlt  then  may  the  sight  of 
your  lordship  and  your  people  do  to  me  and  mine,  whom  we  never 
saw?  especially  being  mounted  on  such  fierce  beasts  as  your  horses 
arc,  entering  with  such  violence  and  fury  into  my  country,,  without 
my  knowledge  of  your  coining.  It  was  a thing  so  strange,  and  caused 
sucli  fear  and  terror  in  our  minds,  that  it  was  not  in  our  powder  to 
stay  and  receive  yonr  lordship  with  the  solemnity  due  to  so  high  and 
renowned  a prince  as  your  lordship  is.  And  trusting  in  your  great- 
ness and  singular  virtues,  I do  not  only  hope  to  he  freed  from  blame, 
but  also  to  r..'ceive  favors;  and  the  first  which  I dennind  of  your  lord- 
ship  is,  that  you  will  use  me,  my  country,  and  subjects  as  your  own; 
and  thc  second,  that  you  wull  tell  me  who  you  are,  and  whence  you 
come,  and  whiilKT  you  go,  and  what  you  seek,  that  I thc  better  may 
serve  you  thmalri.” 

I’he  Govenioj-  an.uvcred  liim,  tliat  he  thaukcHl  him  as  much  for  liis 
ofler  and  goud-will  as  if  he  had  received  it,  and  as  if  lie  had  oficred 
him  a great  (roinure  ; and  told  him  that  lu‘,  was  the  son  of  the  Sun, 
tniil  came  from  those  parts  wdiere  he  dwelt,  and  tiuveled  through  that 


ilv*^  >iU  vrr'^  "tVuWf  '''R' 

/^l'';■'''lW.'^:''i^l''■''''  ■ J ' ''''rW.  . '.  ^ '■■ti-,',  ..  -a'  . a.  j,  . • ia«i? 


yym  ■ 

im.  8M 


.'j  ..  - . . W * •■  ■'-'.  « * k **  'TV  • ....  A..* 


' f .sv,  ^5^4'  I MEWS'S 

’,i'y.V.ii!-^..-«*ii .^Mil  ■v’-'’  • ' '*  y-'  ••  uit  aia  ., 

. t’f.u'  ir  '^'  «•*!  *>'‘  ''  , .ftt  :530*^ ,«t.  . /^ 

. .' ‘y)(ii‘^yi)  -'Ofi  -fc  ?^'il.,J,  »t  .«ti^li«<*v«f,-1l0^;:.-  , 

i}’;:':'-'^  ■!'  ’O'ii  s • ^ ._  A^w . 

v''i\4\  V'll,;;  ' ^,i,»*,^'jB(^  -JJ!‘!>.fV:yi''Y,> 

a.A  ' >-  «•  : 

■ «r>^j.£<3H-li>  ''UlU'  '^lii  ^ 

■ J orll  “^0  oji  't  1^-  ■ jiv»a>i  » . 

i;,iW:iTif';  <i;f;)i/<*  nojraoY/' * */vrp:'r  : ' 

..'OiTiMYoi’/  v'''t-.'  '.ii'r;3  lioni’Y  '''''^  ' «;//?  JyrjJw 

.l»-',-iiih‘--;')..ntj:-ia  <.,ii.v  !i!j'J'i/.'<|.»''T  *;4f  >lv«t'*/'-)i.T''  :,^\iy>*’'ff  •.'»>■  A’.. o) 

iMii'-'i'^  Wr*i  .y. :)'.;•<■  I; I ;iii(  rP>n[>  “lo  •'  ’C"-^ 


'lfifV*~v.’'  Yli  1y/  ,’-uu  y<J 


w».„-'^-/  'H.^  *v  .-w  ,v  .AW...  .......  b^1^|:>brtU  *v4 

mlio  iu>  fi«w.i?:>.il  7 

ym  ■■■-Vj,,,;.,;,v]V{  .^C'.vh  tail 

\d'M^  r^Ph-?*  ‘ . Mh  ,l/t<-4  4trfji(f^x.'  *' 


■j'i'mf  '*•'.*'  . ..,;'u;:  '(kj^  «Mh  (>'  .i>'-  ''.JiJy*'-'-.  •■;«>(  Wa  g<  7i)0( 

6'^- jv>{i?i  a ' 

.vU-KWVJ  Ut'ii  y.us  !VJ\  Inn  mmich  f^a'v  .d-^.v;  ';'’-nfor>  ,'«IJ 

a.-ahlM;  iX  .;,ni;a.„.^  .v-vX^vmJ  vm 

01  / ‘/a  'W-4-ai  ii  y ''>  W'  .'U  vv.i.v]  !•  fbon 

..  ...„, .,,... fjidr>i':oi  a'A'.  / •■  »i  u;.ii:> 


■mi  ifiikitvA>>K  axM  rfidrK':oi 

..liit-y;  ,:  vao’^:  itv  ;aiUfciii»  ''  X“>a^/MOI 

' ■■  /.(.(niti  '..f  ..,(  t»!«!  -llmi  JMI,  «.t.  X ,.■  >^'<tw  I.  t-Jgoii..; In/I  s-'XI 

ii.',>Ai'tVn''-’^’’-«‘“  * ri  n.iw.-  ■(  oj 

y:gi|fciinn»a9  »«  W ,'.'i.ti(i»W^i^,,->i.i  'Jji>';  *’'»<,  »-'X‘  .«  ‘l^a 

'"'"  tWt;'fenV,,i,..  i',:  ,;■  :..a  ,-;.l-./.!,.lt.it|#.^^  X'-f  ..'■.'"‘■W  Sltl  b«B 

7(Ait  rj-tr'J'ia!*  ■■  3i4'  vX->',v.  f-sf*  ;<?s  ‘■''Y/''^  t><‘B  ,»tti» 

’ ' ■ ^ ’ ,'■  , : ;,.  jy  'jr/lftH 

.■'  >‘!.rtyl»>  k-:i  1*4  't»  I -i  j!|{  i»//i':o;>"  la  '"  r,Tk4 

<i'0< .o4i  -RU# ii3iU  m>i  to  ; ai»*i 


w irv.? 


.IV  rf  L#|l  -^.T  4 :,H»  ^ .^, 

^ ^1  ,-«l>  id  mi'  1 •»?«  pmiiKm<'-  -jMi-i^ 


1 


,'9. 


EXPEDITION  or  HERNANDO  DE  SOTO. 


139 


country,  and  souglit  tlie  greatest  lord  and  richest  province  tint  was  in 
it.  The  cacicjue  told  In'm  tliat  fartlier  forward  dwelt  a gi-eat  lord,  and 
that  Ills  dominion  was  called  Ocutc.  lie  gave  him  a guide  and  an 
interpreter  for  that  province.  The  Governor  commanded  his  Indians 
to  be  set  free,  and  traveled  through  his  country  up  a river  very  well 
inhabited.  He  departed  from  his  town  the  first  of  April ; raid  left  a 
very  high  cross  of  wood  set  up  in  the  midst  of  the  rnnrh'et-place ; 
and  because  the  time  gave  no  more  leisure,  lie  declared  to  liim  only 
that  that  cross  was  a memory  of  the  same  whereon  Christ,  whidi  was 
God  and  man,  and  created  the  heavens  and  the  earth,  suffered  for  our 
salvation ; therefore  he  exhorted  them  that  they  should  revei  ence  it, 
and  they  made  show  as  though  they  would  do  so.  The  fourtli  of  April 
the  Governor  passed  by  a town  called  Altarnacaj  and  the  tenth  of  the 
month  he  came  to  Ocide.  The  cacique  seut  him  two  thousand  IiRlians 
with  a present,  to  wit,  many  conies  and  partridges,  bread  of  maize, 
two  hens,  and  many  dog.s  ; which  among  the  Christians  were  c.steemcd 
as  if  they  had  been  fat  Acethers,  because  of  the  great  want  of  ficsli 
meat  aud  salt,  and  hereof  in  many  places,  and  many  times  vnas  great 
need;  and  the}^  were  so  scarce,  that  if  a man  fell  sich,  there  was 
nothing  to  cherish  him  withal ; and  with  a siclmess,  that  in  another 
place  easily  might  have  been  remedied,  be  consumed  away  till  nothing 
but  skin  and  bones  were  left;  and  they  died  of  pure  weaknes.s,  some 
of  them  saying,  “If  I liad  a slice  of  meat  or  a few  corns  of  salt,  I 
should  not  die.  The  Indians  want  no  flesh  meat;  for  the}"  kill  with 
their  arrows  matiy  deer,  liens,  conies,  and  other  wild  fowl,  for  they 
arc  very  cunning  at  it,  which  skill  the  Christians  had  not;  and 
thougli  they  had  it,  tlicy  had  no  leisure  to  use  it;  for  the  most  of  the 
time  they  spent  in  travel,  and  dur^t  not  presume  to  straggle  aside. 
And  because  they  were  thus  scanted  of  flesh,  when  six  Imndred  men 
that  went  with  Solo  came  to  an}'-  town,  and  found  thirty  or  forty 
dogs,  he  that  could  get  one  and  kill  it  thought  himself  no  small  man; 
and  he  that  Idlled  it  and  gave  not  liis  captain  one  quarter,  if  lie  knew 
it  ho  frowned  on  him,  and  made  liim  feel  it  in  the  watelu'-,  or  in  any 
other  matter  of  labor  that  wais  ofi'erod,  v/lierein  he  migdit  do  him  a. 
di>jile:!sure.  On  '^londay,  (ho  twelfth  of  AjU'il,  1540,  llie  Governor  de- 
parted from  Oculv.  'I’hc  cacique  gave  him  two  hundred  to 

wit,  1 ndians  to  carry  hunlen.s ; ho  ])assed  through  a town,  the  lord 
v;1kt(..o!'  was  named  (V/ocpii,  and  came  to  a jtrovinee  ot  an  Indiaii 
lord  i alle<l  I\(fo/a,  who  heeause  he  was  in  ]teaco  wit’i  the  lord  of 
Gt  m'r,  and  with  (ho  other  bordt'riug  hutls,  had  many  days  before; 
viotifo  (,f  (ho  Governor,  and  de.^irod  to  see  him.  He  came  to  visit 
him,  and  made  this  speech  following. 
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lord,  now  with  good  reason  I will  crave  of  fortune  to  re- 
quite tills  my  so  great  prosperity  witli  some  small  adversity;  and  I ^Yill 
count  myself  very  rich,  seeing  that  I have  obtained  that  which  in  this 
world  I most  desired,  which  is  to  sec  and  be  able  to  do  your  lordship 
some  service.  And  althougli  the  tongue  be  the  image  of  that  which 
is  in  the  heart,  and  that  the  contentment  which  I feel  in  heart  I 
cannot  dissemble,  yet  is  it  not  sutlicient  wholly  to  manifest  the 
same.  Where  did  this  3'our  countr}',  which  I do  govern,  deserve  to 
be  visited  of  so  sovereign  and  so  excellent  a prince,  whom  all  the  rest 
of  the  world  ought  to  obey  and  serve  ? And  those  wdiich  inhabit  it 
being  so  base,  what  shall  be  the  issue  of  such  happiness,  if  their 
inemoi'}’^  do  not  represent  unto  them  some  adversity  that  may  betide 
them,  according  to  the  order  of  fortune  ? If  from  this  day  forward 
we  may  be  capable  of  this  benefit,  that  3'our  lordship  will  hold  us  for 
your  own,  we  cannot  fail  to  be  favored  and  maintained  in  true  justice 
and  reason,  and  to  have  the  name  of  men.  For  such  as  are  void  of 
reason  and  justice,  may  be  compared  to  brute  beasts.  For  mine  own 
part,  from  my  veiy  heart  wdth  reverence  due  to  sucli  a prince,  I offer 
•myself  unto  your  lordship,  and  beseech  3-011,  that  in  reward  of  this 
m3'  true  good  will,  you  will  vouchsafe  to  make  use  of  mine  own  per- 
son, my  country,  and  subjects.’^ 

The  Governor  answered  him,  that  his  offers  and  good-will  declared 
b3'  the  effect,  did  highly  please  him,  wlu'reof  he  would  always  be 
mindful  to  honor  and  favor  him  as  his  brother.  This  country,  from 
the  first  peaceable  cacique,  unto  the  province  of  J*a(ofa,  w-hich  were 
fifty  leagues,  is  a fiit  countiy,  beautiful,  and  ^ cry  fruitful,  and  very 
w-ell  watered.,  and  full  of  good  rivers.  And  from  thence  to  the  Poi-t 
tie  Sjn’rifo  where  we  first  arrived  in  the  land  of  Florida  (which 

may  he  three  bundred  and  fift>'  leagues,  lit  lie  more  or  less),  is  a bar- 
ren land,  and  the  most  of  it  groves  of  wild  pine  trees,  low  and  full  of 
lak.es,  and  in  some  places  very  higli  and  tbiek  groves,  whither  the  In- 
dians that  were  in  arms  lied,  so  that  no  man  could  find  them,  neither 
could  any  hnr.ses  enter  into  lliein,  Mbieli  v.-as  an  iticonvcnience  to  the 
Clirisflans,  in  regard  of  tlie  victuals  whieli  tliey  found  ecu veyed  away ; 
and  of  the  troubhrs  which  they  had  in  seeking  of  Indians  to  be  their 
guide.'J. 

In  (he  town  of  the  3’ontli  which  the  (lovcrnor  carried  v.’itli 

jiiiii  for  an  interpreter  aiul  a guide,  began  to  foam  at  the  mouth,  and 
tumble  on  the,  ground,  as  one  ]m.<sessed  with  the  devil  ; they  said  a 
gos}^cl  over  him,  and  the  fit  left  him.  And  ho  .‘•^aid,  that  four  d;ivs’ 
jOurney  fj-oni  theiiee  towai'd  the  sun  rising,  was  the  province  that  ho 
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i:poke  of.  The  Indians  of  Fatofa  said,  that  toward  that  part  they 
knew  no  habitation ; but  that  toward  tlic  north-west,  they  knew  a 
province  wliicli  was  called  torn,  a very  plentiful  country,  which  had 
very  great  towns  in  it.  The  cacicjuc  told  the  Governor  that  if  he  would 
go  thither,  he  would  give  him  guides  and  Indians  for  burdens;  and  if 
he  would  go  whitlicr  the  youth  spake  of,  that  he  would  likewise  give 
him  those  that  he  needed;  and  so  with  loving  words  and  offers  of  cour-^ 
tesv,  they  took  their  leaves  the  one  of  the  other.  He  gave  him  seven 
hundred  Indians  to  bear  burdens.  He  took  maize  for  four  days’  jour- 
ney. He  traveled  six  days  by  a path  which  grew  narrow  more  and 
more,  till  it  was  lost  altogether.  He  went  where  the  youth  did  lead 
him,  and  passed  two  rivers,  which  were  waded : each  of  them  was  two 
crossbow  shots  over ; the  ivater  came  to  the  stirrups,  and  had  so  great 
a current,,  that  it  was  needful  for  tlie  horsemen  to  stand  one  before 
anotlicr,  that  the  footmen  might  pass  above  them,  leaning  unto  them. 
He  came  to  another  river  of  a great  current  and  largeness,  which  was 
passed  with  inore  trouble,  because  the  horses  did  swim  at  ihe  coming 
out,  about  a lance’s  length.  Having  passed  this  river,  the  Governor 
came  to  a grove  of  pine  trees,  and  threatened  the  youth,  and  made 
as  thougli  he  would  have  cast  him  to  the  dogs,  because  he  had  told 
him  a lie,  saying,  it  was  but  four  days’  journey,  and  they  had  traveled 
nine,  and  every  day  seven  or  eight  leagues,  and  the  men  by  this  time 
were  grown  weary  and  weak,  and  the  horses  lean  through  the  great 
scanting  of  the  maize.  The  youth  said  that  he  knew  not  where  he 
was.  It  saved  him  that  ho  w'as  not  cast  to  the  dogs,  that  tliere  ^Yas 
never  anotlicr  whom  Ortiz  did  understand.  Tlie  Governor,  with 

them  two,  and  vitli  some  horsemen  and  footmen,  leaving  the  cam])  in 
a grove  of  ])inc  trees,  traveled  that  day  five  or  six  leagues  to  seek  a 
way,  and  returned  at  night  very  comfortless,  and  without  tinding  any 
sign  of  way  or  to\vn.  The  next  day  there  were  sundry  opinions  de- 
livered, whether  they  should  go  back,  or  what  they  should  do;  and 
because  backward  the  country  whereby  they  had  passed  was  greatly 
.spoiletl,  and  destitute  of  maize,  and  that  which  they  brought  with 
them  wa.s  s)icnt,and  the  men  were  very  weak,  and  the  horses  likewise, 
they  d<»ubtrd  much  whethm'  they  might  come  to  an}' jdace  where  they 
iniLdii  hel])  themselves.  And  licsides  this,  they  were  of  ojiinion,  that 
going  in  that  sort  out  of  ordm',  that  any  Indians  ivould  pre.sume  to  set 
up'.m  them,  so  that  witli  hunger  or  with  war,  tliey  could  not  e.scape. 
The  tinvenior  determined  to  send  horsemen  from  tliencc  everyway  to 
Seek  habitation;  and  the  next  day  he  sent  four  eajitains,  every  one  a 
.sundry  way  with  eight  horsemen.  At  night  th-'y  came  again,  hauling 
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their  liorsos,  or  driving  tlicmwith  a stick  before;  for  they  were  weary, 
that  tliey  conld  not  lead  them,  neither  found  the}’  any  way  or  sign  of 
habitation.  The  next  day  the  Governor  sent  other  four  with  as  many 
horsemen  that  could  swim,  to  pass  the  swamps  and  rivers  which  they 
should  find,  and  they  had  choice  horses,  the  best  that  were  in  the 
camp.  The  captains  were  Ba.lfofiar  dc  (udJcyo'i^  which  went  up  the 
river;  u.W'1  Jului  Danusco  OlOwu  the  river;  Alfonso  Romo  and  dolui 
Rodrdjucz  Lohillo  went  into  the  inward  parts  of  the  land.  The  Go- 
vernor brought  with  him  into  Florida  thirteen  sows,  and  had  b}"  this 
time  three  hundred  swine,  lie  commanded  every  man  should  have 
half  a pound  of  hog’s  flesh  every  day,  and  this  he  did  three  or  four 
days  after  the  maize  was  all  spent.  With  this  small  quantity  of  flesh, 
and  some  sodden  herbs,  witli  much  trouble  tlie  peoi>le  were  sustained. 
The  Governor  dismissed  the  Indians  of  Fatofa^  because  he  had  no 
food  to  give  them;  who  desiring  to  accompany  and  serve  the  Chris- 
tians in  their  necessity,  making  .show  that  it  grieved  them  very  much 
to  return  until  they  had  left  them  in  a ])eo}ded  country,  returned  to 
their  own  home.  John  JJannsco  came  on  unday  late  in  the  evening, 
and  brought  news  that  he  had  found  a little  town  twelve  or  thirteen 
leagues  from  tlience : he  brought  a woman  and  a boy  that  he  took  there.' 
Witli  his  coming  and  with  those  news,  the  ( i ovcrm*r  and  all  the  rest  were 
so  glad  that  they  seemed  at  that  instant  to  have  returned  from  death  to 
life.  Upon  Monday,  the  twenty-sixth  of  A])ril,  the  Governor  departed 
to  go  to  the  town,  which  was  called  Aifimu/ ; and  the  Christians  named 
it  the  town  of  Relirf.  He  left  where  tiie  camp  had  lain  at  the  foot 
of  a pine  tree,  a letter  buried,  and  let  ter, s carved  in  the  bark  of  the 
pine,  the  contents  whereof  was  this;  Iflg  bere  at  the  foot  of  ibis  pine, 
and  you  sluill  find  a letter.  And  this  lie  did,  because  when  the  cap- 
tains came,  wbicli  were  sent  to  seek  some  habitation,  they  might 
see  the  letter,  and  know  wlial  was  become  of  the  Governor,  and 
which  way  he  was  gone,  fl’here  was  no  other  way  to  the  town,  but 
the  marks  that  John  Danusco  left  made  upon  tlic  trees.  The  Governor, 
with  some  of  them  that  had  the  b'cst  lioix-s,  came  to  it  on  the  hlon- 
day;  and  all  the  rest  inforeing  themselvi-s  ihc  host  way  they  could, 
some  of  them  Kxlgcd  witliin  tAvo  leagues  (»f  the  town,  some  within 
three  and  I'Uir,  eviuy  one  as  he  was  ahlc  to  go,  and  his  strength  served 
liim.  Tlu  i'c  was  found  in  the;  town  a sturt'-homu'  full  of  the  tl  u’.r 
of  ])arched  maize;  and  some  maize,  which  was  di>!iih\i(c‘d  hv  allow- 
ance. Here  were  four  Indians  taken,  and  none  ot  them  would  con- 
le.ss  any  oilier  tiling,  Imt  that  they  ItncAV  of  muu'  o'Jicr  haliitation. 
The  Governor  commanded  one  of  them  to  )»c  burned,  and  pro.'^ently 
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another  confessed  that  two  days’  journey  from  tliencc,  there  wss  a 
province  that  was  called  CiUifachiqui  Upon  AYcdnesday  came  the 
cnptalns  BaUasar  dc  OaUcyo^i,  JJ/onso  Jtoino,  and  John 
Bohillo,  for  they  had  found  the  letter^,  and  followed  tlie  way  which  the 
Governor  had  lahcn  toward  tlie  town.  Two  men  of  John  ]iochoji:.'J 
company  ^Yerc  lost,  Ijccaitsc  their  horses  tired ; tlie  Governor  cheeked 
him  very  sore  for  leaving  them  behind,  and  sent  to  seek  them  ; and 
as  .soon  as  they  came  he  departed  toward  Catifachhj^iu.  In  the  wav 
three  Indians  were  taken,  whicli  said  tliat  the  lady  of  that  country 
liad  notice  already  of  the  Christians,  and  stayed  for  them  in  a town 
of  hers.  The  Governor  sent  by  one  of  them  to  offer  licr  Ids  friend- 
ship, and  to  advertise  her  how  he  was  coming  thither.  Tlie  Governor 
came  unto  the  town,  and  presently  there  earae  four  canoes  to  Idaa:  in 
one  of  them  came  a sister  of  tlm  lady,  and  approaching  to  the  tU>- 
Ycrnor  she  said  these  Avords  : 

Uxcellent  lord,  my  sister  sendetb  unto  you  by  me  to  kiss  vour 
lordship’s  hands,  and  to  signify  unto  you  that  the  cause  wdiy  slie  came 
not  in  person,  is,  tliat  she  thinketh  to  do  yon  greater  service  staying 
b’oliind,  as  she  doth,  giving  order  that  with  all  speed  all  her  cauees 
])C  rcad}g  that  your  lordship  may  pass  the  river,  and  take  your  rest, 
vldeli  shall  presently  be  performed.” 

The  Governor  gave  her  thanks,  and  she  returned  to  the  otlier  side 
of  the  river.  Within  a little  AYhile  the  lady  (Cutifachicjui)  came  out 
of  the  town  in  a chair,  whereon  certain  of  the  principal  Indians 
I'l-ought  licr  to  tlie  river.  She  entered  into  a barge  A\’hich  luidi  tlie 
.steni  tilted  over,  and  on  tlie  floor  licr  mat  rcad3Gaid  with  two  cu.-'liic^ns 
upon  it  one  upon  another,  wliere  she  sat  her  down  ] and  witli  her 
came  her  principtd  Indians  in  other  barges,  wliicb.  did  Avait  ujhui  licr. 
»S))c  Aveut  to  tlic  place  Avhere  the  Governor  V'as,  and  at  her  coming  she 
made  this  speech  following  : 

Ikxcellent  lord,  I Avisli  tliis  coming  of  your  lordsliip  into  tlu'.'^o 
your  countries  to  be  most  happy;  although  my  power  be  not  an>wtr- 
ahh'  to  my  will,  and  my  services  be  not  according  to  my  desire,  m-r 
such  as  so  lugli  a ])rince  as  3’our  lordship  doserveth  ; vet  since  the 
good-will  is  rath'.,  r to  be  accepted  than  all  ihe  troa^nics  of  the  world, 
tli.-it  wiilioiit  it  arc  offered  with  most  unfailable  and  manifest  affeetlon, 
i offer  you  iny  pei>on,  lauds,  and  suljecfs,  and  this  small  servie  '." 

And  therewiihal  sin;  })rcsented  unto  him  gri'at  store  of  clot'nes  of 
the  eountr}’,  Avliieh  she  brought  in  other  cam.)es,  to  vit,  mantle.^  :ind 
■ kins;  and  look  from  lier  own  neel:  a gi’cal.  cordon  of  jH'arls,  auvl  east 
i!  about  (lie  neek  of  the  (.Juvernor,  entertaining  him  Avith  very  graeious 
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speeches  of  love  and  courtesy,  and  comiaanded  canoes  to  be  brought 
liriLber,  wherein  the  Goveruor  aud  Ids  people  passed  the  river.  As 
sooii  a - he  was  lodged  in  the  town,  she  (Cutifachiqui)  sent  liim  ano- 
ther piesout  of  many  liens.  This  country  was  very  pleasant,  fat,  and 
Iritf’  gornl;y  meadows  b}^  the  rivers.  O.’lieir  woods  are  thin,  and  full 
of  ^valoet  trees  and  mulberry  trees.  They  said  the  sea  was  two  days’ 
journey  from  thence.  V/ithin  a league  and  lialf  a league  about  this 
town  Vt'cre  great  towns  dispeopled,  and  overgrown  with  grass;  which 
showr.hi  that  the}'  had  been  long  witliout  inhabitants.  The  Indians 
said  th;i,t  two  years  hefo]-e  tlierc  was  a plague  in  that  country,  and  that 
thcY  removed  to  oilier  towns.  T’herc  ^yas  in  their  storehouses  great 
quantity  of  clothes,  mantles  of  yarn  made  of  the  barks  of  trees,  and 
others  made  of  feathers,  white,  green,  red,  and  yellow,  very  line  after 
their  use,  and  prohtahlc  for  winter.  There  were  also  many  doer’s 
skins,  tvith  many  compartmeiit.s  (raced  in  them,  and  some  of  them 
rna.de  into  hose,  stochings,  and  .shoes.  And  the  lady  perceiving  that 
the  Ghristiaus  esteemed  the  jtcarls,  advised  tlic  Governor  to  send  to 
search  certain  graves  that  wm-e  in  that  town,  and  that  he  should  find 
many;  and  that  if  he  wouhl  scud  to  the  di^jicopled  towns  he  might  load 
nil  his  horses.  They  souglit  the  graves  of  that  towm,  and  there  found 
foarlceu  rovts  of  pearls  (tlirce  iumdred  and  ninety-two  pounds),  and  little 
‘bal.'ies  and  birds  made  of  them.  The  pcojilc  were  browm,  well  made, 
and  Well  proportioneu,  aud  more  civil  than  any  others  that  were  seen 
in  all  tiie  country  oi  Flurldn,  aud  all  of  them  went  shod  and  clothed. 
The  youth  told  the  Governor  that  he  began  now  to  enter  into  the 
land  wdiich  he  spoke  of;  and  some  credit  was  given  him  that  it  was 
so,  l.iocausc  he  understood  the  language  of  t lie  Indians;  and  he  re- 
cpu'jstcd  that  he  might,  he  ehiTstcued,  for  he  said  he  desired  to  be- 
come a Christian,  lie  was  christened,  ami  named  Peter ; aud  the 
Govcnior  coinmandcd  liim  to  be  loosed  iVom  a chain,  in  wdiich  until 
that  liiiie  he  had  gene.  This  country,  as  (he  Indians  reported,  had 
been  ionch  inhabited,  and  had  the  fame  of  a geod  country.  And  as 
it  secmet’n  tlu;  youth,  whieh  was  the  Govenier’s  guide,  had  heard  of 
it,  and.  Ibat  whieli  he  knew  l)y  hearsay,  he  afliiiued  that  he  had  seen, 
aui]  auemontedi  at  liis  iileasure.  In  this  town  was  found  a da'^^mna 
aii'l  heads  that  l.'ehuiged,  to  Chri.^tians.  The  Indians  reported  that 
Ciiii.'  h'.iiis;  liad  been  in  the  haven  (St.  Helena),  wliieh  was  two  days’ 
jeuiuiuy  ir'ini  this  town,  luaiiy  years  ago.  He  (bat  came  tliillier  was 
llie  ( . ruitr,  the  l.tonlinie  Lucas  Vas(jn«':  <L  AijU'ju,  wliieli  went  to 

con  . m r (Ij)-;  eounlry,  aud  at  his  coming  to  the  iiorl  he  died  (HTJo); 
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and  there  was  a division^  quarrels  and  slaughters  between  some  prin- 
cipal men  wliich  went  with  liiin,  for  the  principal  government.  And 
without  knowing  anything  of  the  country,  they  returned  home  to  His- 
paniola. All  the  company  thought  it  good  to  inhabit  that  country, 
because  it  was  in  a temperate  climate  (32°  30').  And  that  if  it  were 
inhabited,  all  tlie  ships  of  New  Spain,  of  ihrw,  Santa  Martha,  and 
Terra  J'irma,  in  their  return  for  S2>ain  might  well  touch  there,  because- 
it  was  ill  their  way,  and  because  it  was  a good  country,  and  sited  fit 
to  raise  commodity.  The  Governor,  since  his  intent  was  to  seek  ano- 
ther treasure,  like  that  of  Afahalipa,  Lord  of  Peru,  was  not  contented 
with  a good  country,  nor  with  pearls,  though  many  of  them  were 
worth  their  weight  in  gold.  And  if  the  country  had  been  di^  Idcd 
among  the  Christians,  those  which  the  Indians  had  fished  for  after- 
wards would  have  been  of  more  value ; for  those  whicli  they  had,  be- 
cause they  burned  them  in  the  fire,  did  lessen  their  color.  The  Go- 
vernor answered  them  that  urged  him  to  inhabit,  that  in  all  the  coun- 
try there  were  not  victuals  to  sustain  his  men  one  month  ; and  that 
it  was  needful  to  resort  to  the  Port  of  Ocus,  whore  Maldonado  was 
to  stay  for  them:  and  that  if  no  richer  country  were  found,  they 
might  return  again  to  that  wdiensoever  they  would;  and  in  the  mean- 
time tlie  Indians  would  sow  their  fields,  and  it  would  be  better  fur- 
nished witli  maii'e.  lie  inquired  of  the  Indians  whether  they  liad 
notice  of  any  great  lord  farther  into  the  land.  They  told  him  that 
twelve  days’  journey  from  thence"^  there  was  a province  called  Chiaha, 
subject  to  the  Lord  of  Co<;a.  Presently  the  Governor  determined  to 
seek  that  land.  And  being  a stern  man,  and  of  few  words,  though 
he  was  glad  to  sift  and  know  the  opinion  of  all  men,  yet  after  lie  had 
delivered  Ids  own,  he  would  not  be  contraried,  and  always  did  what 
liked  himself,  and  so  aU  men  did  condescend  unto  his  will.  And 
tliough  it  seemed  an  error  to  leave  that  country  (for  otlicrs  might 
have  been  sought  round  about,  w'here  the  people  might  liave  been 
su-tained  until  the  harvest  had  been  ready  there,  and  the  maize 
galliered),  yet  there  was  none  that  would  say  anything  against  him, 
alter  they  kmuv  his  resolution. 

Tlie  Governor  departed  from  C nt i/aclLiqui  i\\o.  tliird  day  of  Alay. 
And  liecaiue  tlie  Indians  liad  revolted,  and  the  will  of  the  lady  tvas 
pnavived,  that  if  she  could,  slio  would  depart  witliout  giving  any 
guides  01'  men  for  burden,  for  tlic  wrongs  v,  hieh  tlic  Christians  had 
done  to  (lie  Indians  (for  tlierc  never  want  some  among  many  of  a 
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base  sort,  that  for  a little  gain  do  put  themselves  and  others  in  danger 
of  undoing),  the  Governor  commanded  her  to  be  kept  in  safeguard, 
and  carried  vritli  him,  not  with  so  good  usage  as  she  deserved  for  the 
good-will  she  showed,  and  good  entertainment  that  she  had  made  him. 
And  he  verified  that  old  proverb  which  saith:  For  well-doing  I re- 

ceive evil.’^  And  so  he  carried  her  on  foot  with  his  bondwomen  to 
look  unto  her.  In  all  the  towns  where  the  Governor  passed,  the  lady 
commanded  the  Indians  to  come  and  carry  the  burdens  from  one  town 
to  another.  We  passed  through  her  country  an  hundred  leagues,  in 
which,  as  we  saw,  she  was  much  obeyed,  for  the  Indians  did  all  that  she 
commanded  them  with  great  eificacy  aiid  diligence.  Feter^  the  youth 
that  was  our  guide,  said  that  she  was  not  the  lady  herself,  but  a niece 
of  hers,  which  came  to  that  town  to  execute  certain  principal  men  by 
commandment  of  the  lady,  which  had  withheld  her  tribute ; which 
words  were  not  believed,  because  of  the  lies  which  they  had  found  in 
him  before;  but  they  bare  with  all  things  because  of  the  need  which 
they  had  of  him  to  declare  what  the  Indians  said.  In  seven  days’ 
space  the  Governor  came  to  a province  called  OhaJeupLej  the  poorest 
country  of  maize  that  was  seen  in  Florida.  The  Indians  feed  upon 
roots  and  herbs,  which  they  seek  in  the  fields,  and  upon  wild  beasts, 
which  they  kill  with  their  bows  and  arrows,  and  are  a very  gentle 
people.  All  of  them  go  naked,  and  are  very  lean.  There  was  a 
Lord  (Cutifachiqui),  which  for  a great  present,  brought  the  Governor 
two  deer  skins;  and  there  were  in  that  country  many  wild  hens.  In  one 
town  they  made  him  a present  of  seven  hundred  hens,  and  so  in 
otlier  towns  they  sent  him  those  which  they  had  or  could  get.  From 
this  province  to  another,  which  is  called  XuaUa,  he  spent  five  days. 
Here  he  found  very  little  maize,  and  for  this  cause,  though  the  people 
were  wearied,  and  the  horses  very^  weak,  he  staid  no  more  but  two 
days.  From  Orafe  to  Cutifachiqui,  maybe  some  hundred  and  thirty 
leagues,  whereof  eighty  are  wilderness.  From  Cutifachiqui  to  Xualla 
two  hundred  and  fifty,  and  it  is  a hilly  country.  The  Governor  de- 
parted from  Xualla  towards  Cua.cult — he  j>a.s.^ed  very  rough  and 
high  hills.  In  that  journey,  the  lady  of  Cutifachiqui  (whom  the 
Governor  carried  with  him,  as  is  aforesaid,  with  {uirposc  to  carry  her 
to  Gaa.r?f?c,  because  h.er  territory  reached  thither),  going  on  a dav 
^vith  tlie  bondwomen  which  led  her,  went  out  of  the  wav,  and  entered 
into  a wood,  saying  she  went  to  ease  lier.M  If,  and  so  she  deceived 
them,  and  hid  herself  in  the  wood;  and  though  tlu'y  .sought  her  thev 
could  not  find  her.  She  carried  away  with  her  a little  chest  made  of 
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canes  in  manner  of  a coffer,  wliicb  tlie}’  call  petaca,  full  of  unbored 
pearls.  Some  which  could  judge  of  them,  said  that  they  were  of 
great  value.  An  Indian  woman  that  waited  on  her  did  carry  them. 
The  Governor,  not  to  di.sconteut  her  altogether,  left  them  with  her, 
making  account  that  in  Guaxulc  lie  would  ask  them  of  lier,  when  he 
gave  her  leave  to  return  3 which  coffer  she  carried  away  and  went  to 
Xualla  with  tliree  slaves  which  fled  from  the  camp,  and  one  horseman 
which  remained  behind,  who,  falling  sick  of  an  ague,  went  out  of  tlie 
way  and  was  lost.  This  man,  wliose  name  was  Alimamos^^  dealt  with 
the  slaves  to  change  their  evil  purpose,  and  return  with  him  to  tne 
Christians,  which  two  of  them  did;  and  Alimamos  and  they  over- 
took the  Governor  fifty  leagues  from  thence  in  a province  called 
Oliuiha;  and  reported  how  the  lady  remained  in  Xualla  with  a slave 
of  Andrmo  de  17? sconceZ/os,  which  would  not  come  back  wdth  tlicm ; 
and  that  of  a certainty  they  lived  as  man  and  wife  together,  and 
meant  to  go  both  to  CutifacJiiqui.  17ithiii  five  clays  the  Governor 
came  to  Guaxulc.  The  Indians  there  gave  him  a present  of  three 
hundred  dogs,  because  they  saw  the  Christians  esteem  them,  and 
sought  them  to  feed  on  them;  for  among  them  they  are  not  eaten. 
In  Guaxide,  and  all  that  way,  w^as  very  little  maize.  The  Governor 
sent  from  thence  an  Indian  with  a message  to  the  cacic|uc  of  Chiaha, 
to  desire  him  to  gather  some  maize  thither,  that  he  might  rest  a few 
days  in  Chiaha.  The  Governor  departed  from  Guaxulc,  and  m U\o 
days’  journey  came  to  a tovm  called  Ccnuisajua.  Tlici'e  met  him  on 
the  W'ay  twenty  Indians,  every  one  loaded  with  a basketful  of  mul- 
berries; for  there  be  many,  and  those  very  good,  from  Catifachiijai. 
thither,  and  so  fonvard  in  other  provinces,  and  also  nuts  and  plums. 
And  tlie  trees  grow  in  the  fields  without  planting  or  dres.^^ing  them, 
and  ;is  big  and  as  rank  as  though  they  grew'  in  gardens  digged  and 
watered.  From  the  time  that  the  G overnor  departed  from  Canasaijua, 
he  journeyed  five  days  through  a desert;  and  two  leagues  before  he 
cauk-  to  Chiaha,  there  met  him  fifteen  Indians  loaded  with  maize, 
whieli  the  cacmpic  had  sent;  and  they  told  him  on  Ids  behalf,  that  he 
wailed  his  coming  with  twenty  barns  full  of  it;  and  furtlier,  that 
him-elf,  his  count ly,  and  sulijects,  and  all  things  el.^e  were  at  his  ser- 
vice. ()n  the  fifth  day  of  dune,  the  Goverimr  entered  int('»  Chiaha 
The  cacitpie  voided  his  own  houses,  in  'whieh  he  lodged,  and  received 
him  with  much  joy,  saying  tliese  woj'd.s  following; — 

‘‘Mighty  and  e.\eellcnt  lord,  1 hold  myself  for  so  hajtpy  a m.an,  in 
that  it  hath  pleased.} our  lordship  to  u.<c  me,  that  nothijig  could  liavo 
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happened  unto  me  of  more  contentment,  nor  that  I would  haye  es- 
teemed so  much.  From  Guaxuh  your  lordsliij)  scut  unto  me,  that  I 
should  prepare  maize  for  you  in  this  town  for  two  months.  Here  I 
have  for  you  tw’cnty  barns  full  of  the  choicest  that  in  all  the  country 
could  be  found.  If  your  lordthip  be  not  entertained  by  me  in  such 
sort  as  is  fit  for  so  high  a prince,  respect  my  tender  age,  which  cx~ 
cuseth  me  from  blame,  and  receive  my  good-will,  which  with  much 
loyalty,  truth  and  sincerity,  I will  alsvays  show  in  anything  which 
shall  concern  your  lordship’s  service.” 

The  Governor  answered  him  that  he  thanked  him  very  much  for  his 
service  and  offer,  and  that  he  would  always  account  him  as  his 
brother.  There  was  in  this  town  much  butter  in  gourds  melted  like 
oil — they  said  it  wvas  the  fat  6f  l.tears.  There  was  found,  also,  great 
store  of  oil  of  walnuts,  which  was  clear  as  butter,  and  of  a good 
taste,  and  a pot  full  of  boney  of  bees,  which  neither  before  nor  after- 
ward was  seen  in  all  the  country.  The  town  wnis  an  island  between 
two  arms  of  a river,  and  ^Yas  seated  nigh  one  of  tliem.  The  river 
dividetb  itself  into  those  two  branches,  two  crossbow  shots  above  tbe 
town,  and  meetetb  again  a league  bcneatli  the  same.  The  plain  be- 
tween both  the  branches  is  sometimes  one  crossbow  shot,  sometimes 
two  crossbow  shots  over.  The  branches  are  very  broad,  and  bctli  of 
them  may  be  waded  over.  There  vrere  along  them  very  good  mea- 
dows, and  many  fields  sown  with  maize.  And  because  the  Indians 
staid  iu  their  town,  the  Governor  only  lodged  in  the  bouses  of  the 
cacique,  and  his  people  in  the  fields  pwliero  there  was  ever  a tree  every 
one  took  one  for  himself.  ’Tims  tlie  camp  lay  separated  one  from 
another,  and  out  of  order.  The  Govcriiur  wiiilced  at  it,  because  the 
Indians  were  in  peace,  aud  becau-e  it  was  very  hot,  aud  the  pcojilc 
should  have  suflered  great  extremity  if  it  had  not  been  so.  T'he 
horses  came  tbiihcr  so  weak,  that  fur  feebleness  they  were  not  able  to 
carry  tlieir  masters;  because  that  from  ('uli/ncliujui^  they  always 
traveled  with  very  little  provemh  r,  aud  were  hunger-starved  and  tired 
ever  since  they  came  from  the  desert  of  Ocv.te.  And  because  the 
most  of  them  were  not  in  case  ro  use  in  battle,  lliougb  need  sb.ould 
rc(]uirc,.  tlicy  sent  them  to  feed  in  the  night  a (juartcr  of  a league 
fi’um  the  cajup.  The  Christians  were  thvTO  in  great  damger,  because 
that  if  at  this  lime  the  Indians  luc.l  .^eL  upon  them,  they  liad  been  iu 
evil  ca-e  to  have  dcfeiidod  them-el\es.  'J  he  Governor  rested  there 
thirty  days,  in  whieh  time,  bicaiwe  tin;  country  was  very  fruitrul,  the 
horses  grew  fat.  At  the  time  of  his  departure,  l»y  the  importunity  of 
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some,  ivhicli  would  have  more  tlian  was  reason,  lie  demanded  of  the 
cacique  thirty  women  to  make  slaves  of.  He  answered  that  he  would 
confer  witii  his  chief  men.  And  before  he  returned  an  answer,  one 
night  all  of  them  ivith  their  wives  and  children  forsook  the  town, and 
fled  av,ay.  The  next  day,  the  Governor  proposing  to  go  to  seek 
them,  the  cacique  came  unto  him,  and  at  his  coming  used  these  words 
unto  the  Governor : — ■ 

“Mighty  lord,  witli  shame  and  fear  of  your  lordship,  because  my 
subjects  against  my  will  have  done  amiss  in  absenting  themselves,  I 
went  my  way  without  your  license;  and  knowing  the  error  which  1 
have  committed,  like  a loyal  subject,  I come  to  yield  myself  into  your 
power,  to  dispose  of  me  at  your  own  pleasure.  For  my  subjects  do 
not  obey  me,  nor  do  r<n3'thing  but  what  an  uncle  of  mine  commaudeth, 
which  governeth  this  country  for  me,  until  I be  of  a perfect  age.  If 
your  lordship  will  pursue  them,  and  execute  on  them  that,  which  for 
their  disobedience  they  deserve,  I will  be  your  guide,  since  at  this 
present  my  fortune  will  not  siifter  me  to  perform  any  more.’’ 

Pj-escntly,  the  Governor  with  thirty  horsemen,  and  as  many  footmen, 
went  to  seek  the  Indians,  and  passing  by  some  towns  of  the  principal 
Indians  which  had  absented  themselves,  he  cut  and  destroyed  great 
fields  of  maize;  and  went  up  tlie  river,  wliere  the  Indians  were  in  an 
island,  where  the  horsemen  could  not  come  at  them.  There  he  sent 
them  word  by  an  Indian  to  return  to  their  toum  and  fear  nothing, 
and  that  they  should  give  his  men  to  carry  burdens,  as  all  those 
beliind  had  done;  for  lie  would  have  no  Indian  women,  seeing  they 
were  so  loth  to  part  with  them.  The  Indians  accepted  his  request, 
and  came  to  the  Governor  to  excuse  themselves;  and  so  all  of  them 
returned  to  their  town.  A cacique  of  a j)rovince  called  Co&te,  came 
to  this  town  to  visit  the  Governor.  After  he  had  offered  himself,  and 
passed  with  liiin  some  v/ords  of  tendering  his  service  and  courtesy,  the 
G'>verucr  asking  him  whether  he  had  notice  of  any  rich  country?  he 
said  yea:  to  wit,  tliat  toward  the  north  there  vras  a province  named 
and  that  tliere  was  a melting  of  copper,  and  of  anotlier 
metal  of  the  same  color,  save  that  it  was  finer,  and  of  a far  more  per- 
fV'.'t  eulor,  and  far  better  to  the  sight;  ami  tliat  they  used  it  not  so 
iimcli,  l.ifcause  it  v,-as  soft'un  And  (he  self  same  thing  was  told  the 
Govemnr  in  wliere  wo  saw  some  little  hateheis  of  cop- 

per, which  were  .^aid  to  have  a.  mixture  of  gold.  Hut  in  tliat  part 

^ ('iii-r-a  is  ilirectly  uoiih  /lom  CiuilUdiiqui,  wliicli  is  within  two  ihiys  of 
Sc  Hdeiia. 
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the  country  was  not  well  peopled,  and  they  said  there  were  mountains, 
which  the  horses  could  not  ]>ass : and  for  tliat  cause,  the  Governor 
would  not  go  from  Culi/acJii^jui  directly  thither:  and  he  made  ac- 
count, that  traveling  through  a peopled  country,  when  his  men  and 
horses  should  be  in  better  plight,  and  he  were  better  certified  of  the 
truth  of  the  thing,  he  would  return  toward  it,  by  mountains,  and  a 
better  inhabited  country,  vrhereby  he  might  have  better  passage.  He 
sent  tvro  Christians  from  CAmAo!  with  certain  Indians  which  . knew 
the  country  of  Clusca,  and  the  language  thereof,  to  view  it,  and  to 
make  report  of  that  which  they  should  iiiul;  where  he  told  them  that 
he  would  tarry  for  tliem. 

'When  the  Governor  was  determined  to  depart  from  CJdaJia  to  Costc, 
he  sent  for  the  cacique  to  come  before  him,  and  with  gentle  words 
took  liis  leave  of  him,  and  gave  him  certain  things,  wherewith  he 
rested  much  contented.  In  seven  days  1-e  came  to  Coste.  Tlie  second 
of  July  he  commanded  his  camp  to  be  pitclu  d two  crossbow  shots  from 
the  town:  and  with  eight  men  of  his  gmird  he  v;ent  w’hcre  he  found 
the  cacique,  which  to  his  thinking  received  him  with  great  love.  As 
he  was  talking  with  him,  there  went  from  the  camp  certain  footmen 
to  the  town  to  seek  some  maize,  and  not  contented  with  it,  they  ran- 
sacked and  searched  the  houses,  and  tool:,  what  they  found.  'With 
this  despite,  the  Indians  began  to  rise  and  to  lake  tbeir  arms:  and 
some  of  tbem,  with  cudgels  in  their  hands,  ran  upon  five  or  six  Chris- 
tians, which  had  done  tbem  vrrong,  and  beat  them  at  their  pleasure. 
The  Governor  seeing  them  all  in  an  uproar,  and  himself  among  them 
with  so  few  Christians,  to  escape  their  liands  used  a stratagem,  far 
against  his  own  disposition,  being,  as  he  was,  very  frank  and  open: 
and  though  it  grieved  liiin  very  much  that  ajiy  Indian  should  he  so 
bold,  as  with  reason,  or  without  reason  to  despise  the  Christians,  he 
took  up  a cudgel,  and  took  their  parts  against  his  own  mc7i;  wliich 
wa.s- a means  to  quiet  them.  And  present  1y  he  sent  word  by  a man 
very  sceretly  to  the  camp,  tluit  some  armed  men  should  come  toward 
the  place  where  lie  was;  and  he  took  the  eaci(|ue  by  the  hand,  nsi]ig 
very  mild  ^vords  unto  him,  and  with  some  i-ikicqtal  Indians  that  did 
accompany  him,  he  drew  them  out  of  the  town  into  a plain  way,  and 
unto  the  sight  of  the  camp,  Avhithcr  by  Hmk'  and  lilile  with  good  dis- 
crcti'jii  the  (.'In-i.-^tians  began  to  come  and  to  gallum  about  them,  fi'lnis 
the  Govertior  led  the  earique  ami  his  ehief  men  until  ho  (‘utered  with 
them  into  tlie  eaiu]>:  and  near  unto  his  tent  he  commanded  (hem  to 
be  put  in  sate  custody;  and  told  them  that  they  should  not  depart 
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witliout  giving  him  a guido  and  Indians  for  burdens,  and  till  certain 
sick  Christians  were  come,  which  he  had  commanded  to  come  down 
the  river  in  canoes  from  Cliiaha;  and  those  also  which  he  had  sent 
to  the  province  of  Chisca:'(^ox  they  were  not  returned;  and  he 
feared  that  the  Indians  had  slain  the  one,  and  the  other.)  AVithin 
three  days  after,  those  which  were  sent  to  Chtsca  returned,  and  made 
report  that  the  Indians  had  carried  them  through  a country  so  poor- 
of  iiiai/.e,  and  so  rough,  and  over  so  high  mountains,  that  it  was  im- 
possible for  the  arm}^  to  travel  that  way;  and  that  seeing  the  way 
gi-ew  very  long,  and  that  they  lingered  much,  they  consulted  to  return 
from  a little  poor  town,  where  they  saw  nothing  that  was  of  any  profit, 
and  brought  an  ox  bide,  which  the  Indians  gave  them,  as  thin  as  a 
calf’s  skin,  and  the  hair  like  a soft  wool,  betvrecn  the  coarse  and  fine 
wool  of  sheep.  The  cacique  gave  a guide,  and  men  for  burdens,  and 
dej>artcd  with  the  Governor’s  leave.  The  Governor  departed  from 
Co.^lc  the  ninth  of  July,  and  lodged  at  a town  called  Tali  The  ca- 
cique came  forth  to  receive  him  on  tlie  way,  and  made  this  speech: — 
.Ihxeellent  lord  and  prince,  worthy  to  be  served  and  obeyed  of  all 
tlic  jtrinces  in  the  world;  howsoever  for  the  most  part  b}'  the  outward 
physiognomy  the  inward  virtue  may  be  judged,  and  that  who  you 
are,  and  of  what  strcngtli,  was  known  unto  me  before  now  : I will  not 
infer  hereupon  how  mean  I am  in  your  presence,  to  hope  that  my 
poor  .services  will  be  grateful  and  acceptable : since  whereas  strength 
failcth,  the  will  doth  not  cease  to  be  piuised  and  accepted.  And  for 
thiscau.se  I presume  to  request  your  lord.ship,  that  you  will  be  pleased 
only  to  respect  the  same,  and  consider  wherein  you  will  command  my 
service  in  this  your  country. 

d h.e  ( voveiTior  answered  him,  that  his  good-will  and  offer  was  as 
acee] (table  unto  him  as  if  he  had  offered  him  all  the  treasures  of  the 
woil'l,  and  that  he  would  always  entreat,  favor,  and  esteem  him  as  if 
he  were  his  own  brother.  The  cacique  commauded  provision  neces- 
sary fur  two  days,  while  tlic  Governor  ivas  there,  to  be  brought  thither: 
and  at  the  time  of  liis  departure,  he  gave  him  four  women  and  two 
men,  wliicli  he  had  jieed  of  to  bear  burdens.  The  Governor  travehal 
six  days  through  many  towns  snhject  to  tlie  caci(]ue  of  Cora:  and  as 
he  cntciad  into  liis  ciutntry  many  Indians  canio  unto  him  every  day 
from  ilie  eaeifpie,  aiel  met  him  on  the  way  with  me.ssages,  one  going, 
and  tuiotlier  eonnng.  lie  came  to  uj>on  ITiday,  the  'dtilh  of 

»fuly.  The  cacique  eanu!  forth  to  receive  him  two  erosshov;  sliots  from 
the  t'.jwn  ill  a chair,  ^vlli(.:h  his  principal  men  carried  on  tlieir  .slioul- 
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dors,  sitting  upon  a cushion,  and  covered  with  a garment  of  martems, 
of  the  fashion  and  bigness  of  a woman’s  huke : he  had  on  his  head  a 
diadem  of  feathers,  and  round  about  him  many  Indians  playing  upon 
flutes,  and  singing.  As  soon  as  he  came  unto  the  Governor,  he  did  his 
obeyance,  and  uttered  these  words  following : — 

Excellent  and  mighty  lord,  above  all  them  of  the  earth,  al- 
though I come  but  now  to  receive  you,  yet  I have  received  you  many 
days  ago  in  my  heart,  to  wit,  from  the  day  wherein  I had  first  notice 
of  your  lordship:  with  so  great  desire  to  serve  you,  with  so  great 
pleasure  and  contentment,  that  this  which  I make  show  of,  is  nothing 
in  regard  of  that  which  is  in  my  heart,  neither  can  it  have  any  kind 
of  comparison.  This  you  may  hold  for  certain,  that  to  obtain  the 
dominion  of  the  whole  world,  would  not  have  rejoiced  mo  so  much  as 
your  sight,  neither  would  I have  held  it  for  so  great  a felicity.  Do 
not  look  for  me  to  offer  you  that  which  is  your  own,  to  wit,  my  per- 
son, my  lands,  and  subjects;  only  1 vi!l  busy  myself  in  commanding, 
my  men  with  all  diligence  and  due  reverence  to  welcome  you  from 
hence  to  the  town  with  playing  and  singing,  w'here  your  lordship 
shall  be  lodged  and  attended  upon  by  myself  and  them ; and  all  that 
I possess  your  lordship  shall  use  as  it  wnre  your  owm.  For  your 
lord.^hip  shall  do  me  a very  great  favor  in  so  doing.” 

The  Governor  gave  him  thanks,  and  with  great  joy  they  both  went 
conferring  together  till  they  came  to  the  town  ; and  ho  commanded  his 
Indians  to  void  their  houses,  w^herein  the  Governor  and  his  men  were 
lodged.  There  vras  in  the  barns  and  in  the  fields  great  store  of  maize 
and  French  beans.  The  country  was  greatly  inhabited  v/ith  many 
great  towns,  and  many  sown  fields,  which  reached  from  the  one  to  the 
other.  It  was  pleasant,  fat,  full  of  good  mca<lows  upon  rivers.  There 
Were  in  (he  fields  many  plum  trees,  as  well  of  such  as  grow’  in  tSj)ai7i 
us  of  the  country;  and  wild  tall  vines,  tliat  run  up  the  trees ; and 
besides  these  there  W’ere  other  low  vines  with  big  and  sweet  grapes; 
but  for  vrant  of  digging  and  dressing,  they  had  great  kernels  in  them. 
Tiie  Governor  used  to  set  a guard  over  the  eaci(|ucs,  because  they 
should  not  absent  themselves,  and  carried  them  with  him  till  lie  came 
out  of  their  countries;  because  that  carrying  tiiom  ahmg  with  him, 
lie  looked  to  find  pco])le  in  the  towns,  and  iliey  gave  liini  guides,  and 
men  to  carry  Imrdons;  ami  hefore  he  vo-nt  otit  o[  their  countries,  he 
gave  tliciii  license  to  return  to  their  houM  v;,  ;nid  t<^  their  ]'Orters  like- 
wise, as  soon  as  he  came  to  any  otlnr  ](irtl>li!p  wlicrethey  gave  him 
others,  dlie  men  ol  Coi'u  seeing  their  lord  detained,  took  it  in  evil 
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part;  aud  revolted;  and  liid  tlicmselves  in  the  Y^'oodS;  as  well  those 
of  the  town  of  the  cacique;  as  those  of  tlie  other  tov.  ns  of  his  princi- 
pal subjects.  TJic  Governor  sent  out  four  captainS;  every  one  his  way; 
to  seek  them.  They  took  many  men  aud  womeU;  which  wxu’e  put  into 
chains.  Tliey  seeing  llie  hurt  which  they  received;  and  how  little 
they  gained  ju  absenting  themsedveS;  came  again,  promising  to  do 
whatsoever  they  were  commanded.  Of  those  wdiich  ^rere  taken 
prisoners,  some  principal  men  were  set  at  liberty,  whom  the  cacique 
demanded  j aud  every  one  that  had  any.  carried  the  rest  in  chains  like 
slaves,  without  letting  them  go  to  their  country.  Neither  did  any  re- 
turn, but  some  few,  wdiose  fortune  helped  them  with  the  good  dili- 
gence which  tliey  used  to  file  off  their  chains  by  night,  or  such  as  in 
their  traveling  could  slip  aside  out  of  the  way,  seeing  any  negligence 
in  them  that  kept  them;  some  escaped  away  with  the  chains,  and 
wifi)  the  burdens  and  clothes  wdiicli  they  carried. 

The  Governor  rested  in  Cora  t'wenty-Sve  days.  He  departed  from 
thence  the  twentieth  of  August,  to  seek  a province  called  Tascaluca; 
he  earned  witli  him  the  cacique  of  Cora,  lie  passed  that  day  by  a 
great  town  called  TaUlmuchase]  the  people  wxrc  ffed;  he  lodged  half 
a league  further,  near  a brook.  Tlie  next  day  lie  came  to  a town  called 
Ytaua,  subject  to  Cora.  He  staid  there  six  days,  because  of  a river 
that  passed  by  it,  wliich  at  that  time  W'as  very  Iiigh ) cand  as  soon  as 
tbe  river  suffered  him  to  pass,  he  set  forward,  and  lodged  at  a town 
named  UlUhahali.  There  came  to  him  on  the  way,  of  the  cacique.s  in 
behalf  of  tliat  province,  ten  or  twelve  principal  Iiulians  to  offer  him 
tlicir  service  ; all  of  them  had  their  plumes  of  feathers,  and  bows  and 
arrows.  Tlie  Governor  coming  to  the  town  witli  twelve  horsemen, 
and  some  footmen  of  liis  guard,  leaving  his  people  a crossbow  shot 
from  the  town,  entered  into  it ; he  found  all  the  Indians  with  tlicir 
weapons,  and  as  far  as  he  could  gucs.s,  they  seemed  to  have  some  evil 
meaning.  It  was  knowm  afterwards  that  they  ■were  determined  to 
take  the  cacique  of  Cora  from  tlie  Governor,  if  lie  had  requested  it. 
ffhe  Governor  commanded  all  his  people  to  enter  fho  town,  which  w.as 
waliC'l  about,  and  near  unto  it  passed  a small  river.  The  wall,  as 
well  ol  that  as  of  others,  which  afti'nvards  we  .saw,  wa.s  of  great  po.st.s 
tlirust  deep  into  tlie  ginund,  and  vciy'  rough;  ami  many  long  vails,  as 
)>ig  as  onels  arm,  laid  across  Itetvreeii  tliem,  and  tlic  wall  was  about  the^ 
luiglit  of  a lauce,  and  it  was  daubed  wiihin  and  without  with  clay, 
and  liad  loopludes.  On  the  otlicr  side  of  the  river  was  a town, 
V luTC  at  that  pro.-cnt  the  cacique  was.  The  Governor  sent  to  call  b.im, 
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and  he  came  presently.  After  he  liad  passed  with  the  Govenior  sonie 
words  of  offering  his  services,  he  gave  him  such  men  for  his  carriages 
as  he  needed,  and  thirty  wmmen  for  slaves.  In  that  place  was  a 
Christian  lost,  called  MaiiganOj  born  in  Salamanca,  of  noble  parent- 
age, v^hich  went  astray  to  seek  for  grapes,  whereof  there  is  great 
store,  and  those  very  good.  The  day  that  the  Governor  departed  from 
thence,  he  lodged  at  a towm,  subject  to  the  lord  of  Vllihaliali;  and 
the  next  day  he  came  to  another  town  called  ToasL  The  Indians 
gave  the  Governor  thirty  w'omcn,  and  such  men  for  his  carriages 
as  he  needed.  lie  traveled  ordinarily  live  or  six  leagues  a day,  when 
he  traveled  through  peopled  countries ; and  going  through  deserts,  he 
marched  as  fast  as  he  could,  to  eschew  the  w^ant  of  maize.  From 
Toad,  passing  through  some  towns  subject  to  a cacique,  which  was 
lord  of  a province  called  Tallisc,  he  traveled  five  days.  He  came  to 
Tallise  the  18th  of  September.  IFe  town  was  great,  and  situated 
near  unto  a main  river.  On  the  other  side  of  the  river  were  other 
towns,  and  many  fields  sown  with  maize.  On  both  sides  it  was  a very 
plentiful  country,  and  had  store  of  maize  j they  had  voided  the  town. 
The  Governor  commanded  to  call  the  cacique ; who  came,  and  between 
them  passed  some  words  of  love  and  oft’er  of  his  services,  and  he  pre- 
sented unto  him  forty  Indians.  There  came  to  the  Governor  in  this 
town,  a principal  Indian  in  the  behalf  of  the  cacique  of  Tascaluca, 
and  made  this  speech  following : — 

^^hlighty,  virtuous,  and  esteemed  lord,  the  great  cacique  of  Tasca- 
luca, my  lord,  sendeth  by  me  to  kiss  your  lordship’s  hands,  and  to  let 
you  understand  that  he  hath  notice  how^  you  justly  ravish  with  your 
perfections  and  power,  all  men  on  the  carih ; and  that  every  one  by 
whom  your  lordship  passeth,  doth  serve  and  ol*ey  you,  wdiich  he  ac- 
knowlcdgcth  to  bo  due  unto  you,  and  desireth,  as  his  life,  to  see  and 
to  serve  your  lordship.  For  wdiich  cause  by  me  lie  oflercth  himself, 
hi-3  lauds  and  subjects,  that  when  your  lordsliip  pleaseth  to  go  through 
his  country,  you  may  be  received  with  all  peace  and  love,  served  and 
obeyed;  and  that  in  recompense  of  the  desire  he  hatli  to  see  you,  you 
will  do  him  tlic  favor  to  let  lilm  l:now’  wdien  you  wdll  come;  for  how’' 
much  the  sooner,  so  much  tlic  greater  favor  he  shall  receive.” 

The  Governor  received  and  dispatched  him  graciously,  giving  him 
bead.s,  wdilcdi  among  them  were  not  much  esteemed,  and  some  otlicr 
thing.-  to  carry  to  his  lurd.  And  he  gave  license  to  the  Gaci(|ue  of 
Co<;a  to  return  liome  to  his  own  country,  ddio  Gaciquo  of  Taliiso 
gave  liim  Mich  men  for  burdens  as  he  needed.  And  after  he  had 
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rested  there  twenty  days,  he  departed  thence  towards  Tascahica. 
That  day  when  he  went  from  TalUse,  he  lodged  at  a great  town  called 
Casutc.  And  the  next  day  passed  by  another,  and  came  to  a small 
town  of  Tascahica;  and  the  next  day  he  camped  in  a wood,  two 
leagues  from  the  town  where  the  caci(pic  resided,  and  was  at  that 
time.  And  he  sent  tlic  master  of  the  camp,  Lu^s  cle  Moscoso,  with 
fifteen  horsemen,  to  let  him  know  he  veas  coming.  The  cacique  was- 
in  Ills  lodgings  under  a canopy;  and  without  doors,  right  against  his 
lodgings,  in  a high  place,  they  spread  a mat  for  him,  and  two  cushions 
one  u])on  another,  where  he  sat  him  down,  and  his  Indians  placed 
themselves  round  about  him,  somewhat  distant  from  him,  so  that  they 
made  a jdace,  and  a void  room  where  he  sat ; and  his  chiefest  men 
were  nearest  to  him,  and  one  with  a shadow  of  deerskin,  which  kept 
the  sun  from  him,  being  round  and  of  the  bigness  of  a target,  (piarter- 
ed  with  black  and  white,  having  a rundle  in  the  midst ; afar  off  it 
seemed  to  be  of  taffeta,  because  the  colors  were  very  perfect.  It  was 
set  on  a .small  staff  stretched  wide  out.  This  was  the  device  which 
he  carried  in  his  wars.  He  was  a man  of  a very  tall  stature,  of 
great  limbs,  and  spare,  and  well  proportioned,  and  was  mucli  feared 
of  his  neighbors  and  subjects.  lie  was  lord  of  many  territories  and 
much  people.  In  his  countenance  he  was  very  grave.  After  the 
master  of  the  camp  had  spoken  with  him,  he  and  tho.se  that  went 
with  him  coursed  their  hor.ses,  prancing  them  to  and  fro,  and  now'  and 
then  towards  the  place  where  the  cacique  was,  who,  with  much  gravity 
and  dissimulation  now'  and  tlicn  lifted  upliiseyes,  and  beheld  them,  as 
it  were,  witli  disdain.  At  the  Governor’s  coming,  he  made  no  offer  at 
all  to  rise.  The  Governor  took  him  by  the  hand,  and  both  of  them 
sat  down  together  on  a scat  wliich  was  under  the  cloth  of  state.  Thc 
cacique  said  these  words  unto  him  : — 

flighty  lord,  I bid  your  lordship  right  heartily  welcome.  I re- 
ceive as  much  pleasure  and  contentment  with  your  sight,  as  if  you 
were  my  brother,  whom  I dearly  loved  ; upon  tliis  point  it  is  not  H'jcd- 
ful  to  use  many  reasons ; since  it  is  no  discretion  to  speak  that  in 
many  words,  wliich  in  few  may  be  uttered.  How  much  tlio  greater 
the  will  is,  .so  much  more  givefh  it  name  to  the  works,  and  the 
woiks  give  testimony  of  the  truth.  Xow'  touching  my  will,  hy  it  you 
.shall  know  how  certain  and  manifest  it  is,  and  how'  pure  imlination 
1 have  to  .serve  yon.  Concerning  the  fa\oi  wliich  you  did  me,  in  the 
things  whicli  you  sent  me,  1 make  as  inimh  account  of  them  as  is 
rea.-'on  to  esteem  them,  and  ehieily  hccause  they  were  yours.  Xow 
see  what  .service  you  will  cumuiaiid  luc.'^ 
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The  Governor  satisfied  him  with  sweet  words  and  with  great  brevity. 
When  he  departed  from  thence  he  determined  to  carry  him  along 
with  him  for  some  cause,  and  at  two  days’  journey  he  came  to  a 
town  called  Piaclie,  by  W'hich  there  passed  a great  river.  The  Governor 
demanded  canoes  of  the  Indians ; they  said  they  had  them  not,  but 
that  they  would  make  rafts  of  canes  and  diy^  timber,  on  which  he 
miglit  pass  well  enough.  And  they  made  them  with  all  diligence 
and  speed,  and  they  governed  tlicm ; and  because  the  rvater  went  very 
slow,  the  Governor  and  Iiis  people  passed  very  well. 

From  the  Port  de  Spirilo  ^anto  to  Apcdaclic,  which  is  about  an 
hundred  leagues,  tlie  Governor  went  from  cast  to  west;  and  from 
Apcdaolic  to  Cuti/achujui,  'which  are  four  hundred  and  thirty  leagues 
from  the  south-west  to  the  north-east;  and  from  Cutifachiqui  to 
Xualla^  which  are  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  leagues  from  the  south 
to  the  north;  and  from  to  Tascaluca,  which  are  two  hundred 

and  fifty  leagues  more,  an  hundred  and  ninety  of  them  he  traveled 
from  east  to  -sfcst,  to  wit,  to  the  province  of  Cora,  and  the  other  sixty 
■from  Cora  to  Tascaluca  from  the  north  to  the  south. 

Having  passed  the  river  of  Piache,  a Christian  went  from  his  com- 
pany from  thence  to  seek  a woman  slave  that  was  run  away  from  him, 
and  the  Indians  either  took  him  captive,  or  slew  him.  The  Governor 
urged  the  cacique  that  he  should  give  account  of  him,  and  threatened 
him  that  if  he  were  not  found  ho  would  never  let  him  loose.  The 
cacique  sent  an  Indian  from  thence  to  Mavdia,  whither  they  were 
traveling,  which  was  a town  of  a princi]):d  Indian  and  his  subject, 
saying  that  he  sent  him  to  advise  them  to  make  ready  victuals,  and 
men  fur  carriages.  Ihit  (as  aftencards  appeared)  he  sent  him  to 
assemble  all  the  men  of  war  thither  that  he  had  in  his  country. 
The  Governor  traveled  three  days,  and  the  third  day  he  passed  all 
day  through  a peopled  country,  and  he  came  to  Mavilla  upon  hlonday 
the  18th  of  October,  1540.  lie  went  berure  the  camp  with  fifteen 
horsemen  and  thirty  footmen.  And  from  the  town  came  a Christian, 
whom  he  had  sent  to  the  principal  man,  three  or  four  days  before, 
because  he  should  nut  absent  himself,  .and  also  to  learn  in  what  sort 
tlic  Indians  were  ; who  told  him  that  he  tliought  they  were  in  an  evil 
purpose;  fi»r  while  he  was  there,  th.ere  came  many  j.eojile  into  the 
town,  am]  many  vreapons,  and  that  they  made  great  haste  to  Ibrtify 
the  walls.  Cui/.<  dc  AW'o.'v'o  told  the  Governor  that  it  would  be  good 
to  lodge  in  the  field,  .<^ceing  the  Indians  were  of  siieh  dispo.sition ; ami 
he  answcivd,  that  lie  would  lodge  iu  the  town,  for  he  was  wcai-y  of 
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lodging  in  the  field.  "When  he  came  near  unto  the  town,  the  cacique 
came  forth  to  receive  him  with  many  Indi:ins  playing  upon  flutes  and 
singing.  And  after  he  liad  oflered  himself,  he  presented  him  with 
three  mantles  of  marterns.  The  Governor,  with  both  the  caciques,' 
and  seven  or  eight  men  of  his  guard,  and  three  or  four  horsemen, 
which  alighted  to  accompany  him,  entered  into  the  town,  and  sat  him 
down  under  a cloth  of  state.  The  cacique  of  Tascaluca  requested 
him  that  he  would  let  him  remain  in  that  town,  and  trouble  liiia  no 
more  with  traveling.  And  seeing  he  would  not  give  him  leave,  in 
his  talk  he  changed  his  purpose,  and  dissemblingly  feigned  that  he 
would  speak  with  some  principal  Indians,  and  rose  up  from  the  place 
where  he  sat  with  the  Governor,  and  entered  into  a house,  AYhere 
many  Indians  were  with  their  bows  and  arrows.  The  Governor  when 
he  saw  he  returned  not,  called  him,  and  he  answered  that  he  vrould 
not  come  out  from  thence,  neither  would  he  go  any  farther  than  that 
tovTi,  and  that  if  he  would  go  his  way  in  peace,  he  should  presently 
depart,  and  should  not  seek  to  carry  him  perforce  out  of  his  country 
and  territory. 

The  Governor  seeing  the  determination  and  furious  answer  of  the 
cacique,  went  about  to  pacify  him  with  fair  words ; to  which  he  gave 
no  answer,  but  rather  with  much  pride  and  disdain,  withdrew  himself 
where  the  Governor  might  not  see  him  nor  speak  with  him.  As  a 
principal  Indian  passed  that  way,  the  Governor  called  him,  to  send 
him  word  that  he  might  remain  at  his  pleasure  in  his  couiitiy,  and 
that  it  would  jdcase  liim  to  give  him  a guide,  and  men  for  carriages, 
to  sec  if  he  could  pacify  liiin  with  mild  words.  The  Indians  an- 
swered with  great  pride,  that  he  would  not  hearken  unto  him.  Ba!- 
iasar  dc.  CcdlcQoSj  whicb  stood  hy,  took  hold  of  a gown  of  marterns 
which  he  had  on,  and  he  cast  it  over  his  head,  and  left  it  in,  his 
hands  : and  because  all  of  them  immediately  began  to  stir,  Jkdla^ur 
de  CaUc>jos  gave  him  such  a wound  with  his  cutlass,  that  he  opened 
)iim  down  tlie  back,  and  pre.sently  all  the  Indians  Vvdth  a great  cry 
came  out  of  the  houses  sliooting  their  arrows.  The  Governor  con- 
sidering (hat  if  lie  tarried  there,  he  could  not  escape,  and  if  he  com- 
manded Ins  men  to  come  in,  which  were  witli<>ut  the  town,  the  In- 
dians witiiin  the  houses  might  Idll  their  liorses,  and  do  much  Imrl, 
ran  out  tlie  town,  and  Ijefore  lie  came  out,  lie  fell  twice  or  thrice, 
and  (h.'M- tliat  were  uith  )ilm  did  help  him  up  again;  and  he  and 
tlio.se  lluit  were  witli  liim  were  sore  wounded  ; and  in  a moment 
there  were  five  Christians  slain  in  the  town.  The  Governor  eamc 
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running  out  of  the  town,  crying  out  that  every  man  should  stand 
farther  off,  because  from  the  wall  tlicy  did  tlicm  much  hurt.  The 
Indians  seeing  that  the  Christians  retired,  and  some  of  them,  or  the 
most  part,  more  than  an  ordinary  pace,  shot  with  great  boldness  at 
them,  and  struck  down  sucli  as  tlicy  could  overtake.  The  Indians 
which  the  Christians  did  lead  with  them  in  chains,  had  laid  down 
their  burdens  ncar'imto  the  walls  ; and  as  soon  as  tlie  Governor  and 
his  men  wore  retired,  the  men  of  MavUla  laid  them  on  the  Indians’ 
backs  again,  and  took  them  inlo  the  town,  and  loosed  them  presently 
from  their  chains,  and  gave  them  bows  and  arrows  to  fight  withal. 
Thus  they  possessed  tlicmselves  of  all  the  clothes  and  pearls,  and  all 
that  the  Cbristiaus  liad,  which  their  slaves  carried.  And  because  the 
Indians  had  been  always  peaceable  until  we  came  to  this  place,  some 
of  our  men  had  their  W' capons  in  their  fardels,  and  remained  unarmed. 
And  from  others  that  had  entered  the  town  witli  the  Governor  they 
liad  taken  s^Yords  and  halberds,  and  fought  with  them.  When  the 
Governor  w'as  gotten  into  the  field,  he  called  for  a horse,  and  with 
some  that  accompanied  him,  he  returned  and  slew  two  or  three  In- 
dians. xVll  the  rest  retired  themselves  to  tiie  town,  and  shot  with  their 
bows  from  the  wall.  And  those  v/bicli  presumed  of  tlicir  nimbleness, 
sallied  forth  to  figlit  a stone’s  cast  from  the  wall.  And  when  the 
Christians  charged  them,  the}'  retired  themselves  at  thcii-  leisure  into 
the  town.  At  the  time  that  the  broil  began,  there  were  in  tlie  town  a 
friar  and  a priest,  and  a servant  of  the  Governor,  with  a woman  slave; 
and  they  had  no  time  to  come  out  of  tlie  town,  and  they  took  a 
house,  and  so  remained  in  the  town.  The  Indians  being  become 
masters  of  tlie  place,  they  slint  the  door  witli  a field  gate;  and  among 
them  was  one  sword  wliich  the  Governor’s  ^servant  liad,  and  with  it 
he  set  himself  behind  the  door,  llirusting  at  the  Indians  wliich  souglit 
to  come  into  them;  and  the  friar  and  the  ])rie.si  stood  on  the  other 
side,  each  of  tlicm  with  a bar  in  ihifir  liands  to  beat  liim  down,  that 
first  came  in.  Tiie  Indians  .seeing  they  could  not  get  in  by  the  door, 
began  to  uncover  tlie  liousc  top.  ]>y  ibis  time  all  tlio  horsemen  and 
footmen  which  were  l/ohind,  Avei'e  come  to  MarlUa.  Here  there  were 
sundry  ojunions,  whether  tliey  sliouhl  eiiargc  the  Indians  to  enter  the 
town,  or  wliether  they  .‘-liould  leave  it,  because  it  wais  hard  to  enter; 
anl  in  the  end  it  \vas  re.solved  to  set  U}'on  them. 

As  soon  ns  tlic  Imttle  and  the  rerewaid  wen*  eome  to  Mo.viUa,  the 
Govonior  emiineiieled  all  those  tliat  were  he.'^t  armed  to  alirrlit,  and 
made  lour  s(piailrons  of  footmen.  The  Indians,  seeing  liow  lie  >vas 
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setting  bis  men  in  order,  concluded  with  the  cacique,  that  ho  sliould 
go  his  way,  saying  unto  him,  as  after  it  was  l;nown  by  certain  women 
that  were  taken  there,  that  he  was  but  one  man,  and  could  fight  but 
for  one  man,  and  tliat  they  had  there  among  them  many  principal 
Indians,  very  valiant  and  expert  in  feats  of  arms,  tliat  any  one  of  them 
was  able  to  order  the  people  there  ’ and  forasmuch  as  matters  of  war 
were  subject  to  casualty,  and  it  was  uncertain  wliich  part  should  over- 
come, they  wished  him  to  save  himself,  to  the  end,  that  if  it  fell  out  that 
they  should  end  their  da^^s  there,  as  they  determined  rather  than  to 
be  overcome,  there  might  remain  one  to  govern  the  country.  For  .all 
this  he  would  not  have  gone  away  3 but  they  urged  him  so  much,  that 
with  fifteen  or  twenty  Lidians  of  his  own,  he  -went  out  of  tlie  town, 
and  carried  avxiy  a scarlet  cloak,  and  other  things  of  the  Christians’ 
goods,  as  much  as  he  was  able  to  carry,  and  seemed  best  unto  him. 
The  Governor  was  informed  how  there  went  men  out  of  the  town,  and 
he  commanded  the  liorscmen  to  beset  it,  and  sent  in  every  squadron 
of  footmen  one  soldier  with  a firebrand  to  set  fire  on  the  houses,  that 
the  Indians  might  have  no  defence  ; all  his  men  being  set  in  order, 
he  commanded  an  arquebuss  to  be  shot  off.  The  sign  being  given, 
the  four  squadrons,  every  one  by  itself  with  great  fury,  gave  tbe  on- 
set, and  wdth  great  hurt  on  both  sides  they  entered  the  town.  The 
friar  and  the  priest,  and  those  that  were  with  them  in  the  house  were 
saved,  which  cost  the  lives  of  two  men  of  •account,  and  valiant,  which 
came  thither  to  succor  them.  The  Indians  fought  with  such  counigc, 
that  many  limes  they  drove  our  men  out  of  the  tovrn.  The  fight 
lasted  so  long,  that  for  weariness  and  great  thirst  many  of  the  Christians 
went  to  a ],‘Oul  that  was  near  the  wall,  to  drink',  which  was  all  stained 
with  the  blood  of  the  dead,  and  then  came  again  to  fight.  The  Go- 
vernor seeing  this,  entered  amoiig  the  footmen  into  the  town  on  horse- 
back, with  certain  that  accompanied  them,  and  was  a mean  that  the 
Christians  came  to  set  fire  on  the  houses,  and  broke  and  overcame  the 
Indians,  who  running  out  of  the  town  from  the  footmen,  the  horse- 
men without  drove  in  at  the  gates  again,  wliere  being  without  all 
liope  ot  life,  thc}'  fought  valiantly,  and  .after  the  Chri>tians  came 
among  them  to  handy  blows,  seeing  themselves  in  great  distress,  with- 
out any  succor,  mauy  of  them  fled  into  the  burning  houses,  where 
one  U})o)i  aim! her  they  wma;  smothered  and  Imnit  in  the  lire.  The 
whole  number  of  the  Indians  that  died  in  this  town,  were  two  thousand 
and  five  hundred,  little  more  or  Ics.s.  Of  the  Christians  there  died 
eighteen;  ot  which  one  was  C''aWo.s',  brother-in-hnv  to  the  Go- 
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vernor,  and  a neplicw  of  his,  and  one  Jolni  de  Game::,  and  Men  Rod- 
riguez, Portuguese,  and  John  Vasijncz  dc  YiUanova  de  Barca  Rota, 
all  men  of  honor,  and  of  much  valor ; the  rest  were  footmen.  Be- 
sides those  that  were  slain,  there  were  a hundred  and  fift}"  wounded, 
with  seven  hundred  wounds  of  their  arrows  : and  it  pleased  God  that 
of  very  dangerous  wounds  they  were  quicklyPcaled.  Moreover  there 
were  twelve  horses  slain,  and  seventy  liurt.  All  the  clothes  which 
the  Christians  carried  with  them  to  clothe  themselves  withal,  and  the 
ornaments  to  say  mass,  and  the  pearls,  were  all  burnt  there ; and  the 
Christians  did  set  them  on  lire  themselves ; because  they  held  for  a 
gi’cater  iuconveuienco,  the  hurt  which  the  Indians  might  do  them 
from  those  houses,  where  they  had  gathered  ail  those  goods  together, 
than  the  loss  of  them.  Here  the  Governor  understood  that  Fran- 
cisco Meddonado  waited  for  him  at  the  Port  of  Ocliv.se,  and  that  it 
was  six  days’  journey  from  thence  (^Mavilla),  and  he  dealt  with  John 
Ortiz  to  keep  it  secret,  because  ho  had  not  accomplished  that  which 
he  determined  to  do;  and  because  the  })carls  were  burnt  there,  which 
he  meant  to  have  sent  to  Cuha  for  a show,  that  the  people  hearing 
the  news,  might  bo  desirous  to  come  to  that  country.  He  feared  also, 
that  if  they  should  have  news  of  him  vrithout  seeing  from  Florida 
neither  gold  nor  silver,  nor  anything  of  value,  it  would  get  such  a 
name,  that  no  man  would  seek  to  go  thitlier,  when  he  should  have 
need  of  people.  And  so  he  determined  to  send  no  news  of  himself 
until  he  had  found  some  rich  counti-y. 

Prom  the  time  that  the  Governor  entered  into  Florida,  until  his  de- 
parture from  l}faviUa,  there  died  a hundred  and  t^vo  Christians,  some 
of  sickness,  and  others  which  the  Indians  slev,'.  Tie  stayed  in  Mavilla, 
because  of  the  wounded  men,  eight-and-twenty  days;  all  which  time 
he  lay  in  the  field.  It  was  a well  inhabited  and  a fat  country,  there 
were  some  great  and  vralled  towns,  and  many  houses  scattered  all 
about  the  fields,  to  wit,  a crossbow  shot  or  two,  the  one  from  the 
other.  Upon  Sunday,  the  eighteenth  of  November  (15-10),  when 
the  hurt  men  were  Imown  to  be  healed,  the  Governor  departed  from 
Mavilla.  J'lvery  one  furnished  him.^^elf  with  maize  for  two  days,  and 
they  traveled  five  days  tlirough  a desert : they  came  to  a province 
called /V/A//A///U,  unto  a town  named  Tali> pataca  : and  from  thence 
they  Went  to  aimtluT,  called  Cabu.'ito:  near  unto  it  ran  a great  river. 
The  Indi.ans  on  the  other  side  cried  out,  threatening  tiie  (,diri<tians  lo 
kill  tlicin,  if  they  sought  to  ]'>ass  it.  li'he  Governor  eommanded  his 
men  to  make  a Ivirgc  ^siLhin  the  town,  because  the  Indians  should  not 
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perceive  it:  it  -vvas  fiiii.slicJ  in  four  and  being  ended,  he  com- 

manded it  to  be  carried  one  night  upon  sleds  half  a league  up  tlie 
river.  In  the  morning  there  entered  into  it  tliirtecn  men  veil  armed. 
The  Indians  perceived  vhat  was  attcmptcti,  and  those  which  were 
nearest,  came  to  defend  the  passage,  d’hey  resisted  what  tlicy  could, 
till  the  Christians  came  near  them;  and  seeing  tliat  tlic  barge  came 
to  the  shore,  they  fled  away  into  the  groves  of  canes.  The  Christians 
mounted  on  horseback,  and  went  up  the  river  to  make  good  the  pas- 
sage, whercb}’  the  Governor  and  his  company  passed  tlic  river.  Theje 
were  along  the  river  some  towns  well  stored  with  maize  and  French 
beans.  From  thence  to  Cliicaca  tlic  Governor  Iraveledt  five  days 
through  a desert.  He  came  to  a river,  wljcrc  on  the  other  side  were 
Indians  to  defend  the  passage.  lie  made  another  barge  in  tv.o  days; 
and  when  it  was  finished,  the  Governor  sent  an  Indian  to  i-orpiest  llie 
cacique  to  accept  of  his  friendship,  and  peaceably  to  expect  Ids  coming: 
whom  the  Indians  that  were  on  the  other  side  tlie  river  slew  befoj'o 
liis  face,  and  presently  making  a great  shout  went  their  way.  Hav- 
ing passed  the  river,  tlic  next  clay,  being  the  IVtli  of  December,  the 
Governor  came  to  Chicara,  a small  town  of  twenty  houses.  And 
after  they  were  come  to  Chicora,  they  were  much  trouldedi  villi  cold, 
because  it  was  now  winter  and  it  snowc'l,  wliile  most  of  tiieni  were 
lodged  in  tlic  field,  before  they  had  time  to  make  themselves  houses. 
This  country  was  veiy  well  peopled,  and  the  lionses  scattered  like 
those  of  Macilla,  fat  and  plentiful  of  maize,  and  the  most  part  ef  it 
was  fielding:  they  gathered  as  much  as  suiiiecd  to  pass  the  winter. 
Some  Indians  vrere  taken,  among  whieli  was  one  whom  tlie  cacique 
esteemed  greatly.  The  Governor  sent  an  Indian  to  siguiify  to  the 
cacique  tliat  he  desired  to  see  him  and  to  have  his  fricnd>hi]i.  Tlie 
cacic|ue  came  unto  him,  to  offer  him  hi.s  person,  country  and  Mihjeet-. 
and  told  liim  that  he  would  cause  two  other  caeique.s  to  couielo  iiim 
in  peace;  who  within  a few  days  after  came  vith  him  and  with  tlieir 
Indians.  Tdie  one  was  called  AUnmmu,  tlie  oilier  Tliey 

gave  a present  unto  the  Governor  of  a ]iiin<]red  and  fifty  coney>,‘ an  1 of 
tlie  country  garment^,  to  wit,  of  mantles  aii-l  slfiiiis.  The  Caeique  of 
Chicura  came  to  visit  him  many  times;  ami  sometimes  tiie  Governor 
sent  to  cal)  liim,  and  sent  liim  a lior.'C  to  go  mid  come,  lloc'un- 
plaincd  unto  liim  tliat  a .subject  of  liis  wa^  lisen  against  him  and 
de]>rived  liim  of  Ids  trilmle,  rcfjue.sting  hi-;  aid  against  Idm,  fc-r  he 
meant  to  seek  him  in  lii.-^  couniry,  and  to  puid>h  Idm  according  to  ld> 
desert.  Wb’iich  wa<  nothing  else  luit  a Ibigned  ])lot.  J‘'or  they  de- 
le! 
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tcrminetl,  as  soon  as  the  Governor  was  gone  with  liiiii;  and  tlie  camp 
was  divided  into  two  parts^  the  one  pari  of  them  to  set  upon  the  Go- 
vernor and  tlie  other  upon  tliem.  liiat  renuiincd  in  Cliicara.  He 
went  to  the  town  where  lie  used  to  keep  Ids  residence,  and  brought 
with  him  two  hundred  Indians  vdili  their  bows  and  arrows.  The 
Governor  took  thirty  horsemen  and  eiglity  footmen,  and  they  went 
to  JSaquechuma  (for  so  wari  the  province  called  of  that  chief  man, 
which  he  said  had  rebelled).  They  found  a walled  town,  without  any 
men:  and  tho.?c  which  wen!  with  the  cacirpic  set  fire  on  the  houses, 
to  dissemble  tbeir  troa.son.  Hut  by  reason  of  the  great  care  and 
heedfulnesSj  that  was  as  well  in  the  Governor’s  pco]'lc  which  he  car- 
ried with  him,  as  of  those  whicli  remained  in  Cliicara,  they  dare  not 
assault  them  at  that  time.  The  Governor  invited  the  cackpie,  and 
certain  principal  Indians,  and  gave  them  liog’s  flesh  to  eat.  rVnd 
though  they  did  not  commonly  use  it,  yet  they  were  so  greedy  of  it, 
that  every  night  there  came  Indians  to  certain  houses  a crosshow^  shot 
from  the  camp,  where  the  hogs  lay,  and  killed,  and  carried  away  as 
many  as  they  could.  And  three  Iiilian.s  were  taken  in  the  manner. 
Two  of  them  the  Governor  commanded  to  be  shot  to  death  wntli 
arrows;  and  to  cut  off  the  hands  of  the  oilier;  and  he  sent  him  so 
handled  to  the  cacique.  Vfho  made  as  though  it  grieved  him;  yet 
they  had  offended  the  Governor,  and  that  he  was  glad  that  ho  had 
executed  that  punishment  on  tiiem.  He  lay  in  a plain  country,  half 
a league  from  the  place  wliere  the  Cliri.stians  lodged.  Tour  horsemen 
went  a straggling  thither,  to  wit,  Francisco  (Jsnrio,  and  a servant  of 
tlie  3[arqiiis  of  Astoiya,  called  Fy/noso,  and  two  servants  of  the  Go- 
vernor, tlic  one  liis  page,  called  Jiihcra,  ami  (lie,  other  Futnics,  his 
cluimherlain : and  the.se  had  taken  from  the  Indians  some  skins,  and 
some  mantles,  wherewith  they  wei’c  offendml,  and  forsook  their  houses. 
The  CfOvernor  Icnew  of  it,  and  commanded  them  to  lie  apprehended; 
and  coiidennu''J  to  death  Frands-n  (Ao/ah,  and  the  chamherhun  as 
principals,  ati'l  all  of  them  to  loss  of  goods.  'I'lie  friars  and  priests 
and  other  ])riiieip;il  jicrsons  were  (amiest  with  liim  to  pardon  Francisco 
Osorio  his  and  to  moderate  his  seiit(.'nce,  wliieh  he  would  not 
grant  for  any  of  them.  ’While  he  was  neatly  to  command  them  to 
be  drawn  to  the  iiiarket-plaeo  to  cut  olf  their  luads,  there  came  cer- 
tain Imiiaim  frniii  the  caeitpu;  to  eomplain  of  llitmi.  John  Orlic,  at 
(lie  rct|uest  nl  .1)  lilnyar  dr  (lallnjo^  and  otiu'r  ]'ersi.»ns,  ehaiige'l  their 
words,  aii'l  tiil'l  tilt'  Govenior,  that  tlu'  eaeitpie  >aid,  he  had  notice  how 
Ids  lord.'liij*  held  these  Ghii^tians  in  prison  ft.T  his  .stke,  and  that  lluy 
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were  in  no  fault,  neither  had  they  clone  him  any  wrong,  and  that  if 
he  would  do  hiui  any  favor,  he  should  set  tliem  free.  And  he  told 
the  Indians,  tlmt  tlio  (Jovernor  s;iid  he  had  them  in  prison,  and  that 
he  would  punish  tliem  in  such  sort,  that  tliey  should  be  an  example 
to  others.  Hereupon  the  Governor  commanded  the  prisoners  to  be 
loosed.  As  soon  as  iMarch  was  come,  he  determined  to  depart  froni 
Chicara,  and  demanded  of  the  cacicpie  two  hundred  men  for  carriages. 
He  sent  him  answer  that  he  would  speak  with  his  principal  men. 
Upon  Tuesday,  the  eighth  of  March,  1541,  the  Governor  went  to  the 
town  where  he  was,  to  ask  him  for  the  men : he  told  him  he  would 
send  them  the  next  day.  As  soon  as  the  Governor  was  come  to 
Chicaca,]ye  told  Lv^s  de  IdoscosOy  the  camp-master,  that  he  mi-liked 
the  Indians,  and  that  he  should  keep  a strong  watch  that  night,  wliieli 
he  rememhered  but  a little.  The  Indians  came  at  the  second  watch 
in  four  squadrons,  every  one  hy  itself,  and  as  soon  as  they  were  des- 
cried, they  sounded  a drum,  and  gave  the  assault  with  a great  cry, 
and  with  so  great  celerity,  that  presently  they  entered  with  the  scouts, 
that  were  somewhat  distant  from  the  camp.  And  when  they  were 
perceived  of  them  which  wore  in  tlie  town,  half  the  houses  were  on 
fire,  which  the}'  had  kindled.  That  night  three  horsemen  chanced  to 
be  scouts  ] two  of  them  were  of  base  calling,  and  tlie  worst  men  in  all 
(he  camp,  and  the  other,  wliieh  was  a nepbevr  of  the  Governor,  which 
until  tlien  was  held  for  a tall  man,  showed  himself  there  as  great  a 
coward  as  any  of  them : for  all  of  them  ran  away.  And  the  Indians 
without  art}'  resistance  came  and  set  the  town  on  fire;  and  tarried 
without  belmid  the  doors  for  (lie  Christians,  wliich  ran  out  of  the 
houses,  not  having  any  leisure  to  arm  themselves;  and  as  they  ran 
liither  and  thither  amazed  v.’itli  the  noise,  and  blinded  with  the  smoke 
and  fiaine  of  the  fire,  they  knew  not  which  way  they  went,  neither 
cotild  they  b’glit  upon  llieir  weapons,  nor  saddle  their  horses,  mitlur 
saw  tluy  , tile  Iruliaiis  that  shot  at  them,  nlany  of  the  liorses  were 
burned  in  tlie  stables,  and  tbosc  wbicli  could  break  their  baiters  got 
loose.  I he  dnmnler  and  tlight  was  such  that  every  man  lied  wliieli 
way  he  could,  without  leaving  any  to  resist  the  Indians.  Hut  (f.ul 
(which  eh.astiseth  his  according  to  his  jdeasiire,  and  in  the  giaaite.-t 
neee'-’sities  and  dangers  suslaincth  them  with  lii.s  hand)  so  biln<,!ed 
the  Indian-,  that  they  <aw  not  what  they  had  done,  and  thought  tlnit 
the  lioi>es  wlm  II  ran  loose,  were  men  on  horseliaek,  that  gathered 
I homselu's  toi/el her  to  set  upon  them.  The  Govonior  onlv  role  on 
hfirsehaelt,  and  ^vit]l  liim  a seldier  called  and  set  upiai  tl'e 
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luclians,  and  striking  tlie  first  ho  met  v>dtli  liis  jancC;  the  saddle  fell 
with  him,  ^Yh^ch  with  haste  was  evil  girded,  and  so  he  fell  from  his 
horse.  And  all  the  people  that  were  on  foot  vrere  fled  to  a wood  out 
of  the  town,  and  there  assembled  themselves  together.  And  because 
it  ^cas  nfght,  and  that  the  Indians  thought  the  horses  were  men  on 
horseback  which  came  to  set  upon  them,  as  I said  before,  they  fled; 
and  one  only  remained  dead,  and  that  was  he  vrliom  the  Governor 
slew  wdth  his  lance.  The  town  lay  all  burnt  to  ashes.  There  was  a 
wojnan  burned,  ^vl!0^  rdter  she  and  her  liiishand  were  both  gone  out 
of  their  house,  v;eut  in  again  for  certain  pearls  which  they  had  forgot- 
ten, and  when  she  would  have  enme  enit,  the  fire  was  so  great  at  the 
door  that  she  could  not,  neirher  could  her  hushand  succor  her.  Other 
three  Christians  came  out  of  their  lodgings  so  cruelly  burned,  that  one 
of  them  died  within  three  days,  and  the  other  tvro  were  carried  many 
cla3's  each  of  them  npon  a courdi  between  staves,  which  the  Indians 
carried  on  their  shoulders,  for  othenvise  they  could  not  travel.  There 
died  in  this  Imrlyburly  eleven  Cliristians,  and  flft}'  liorscs;  and  there 
remained  a hundred  hogs,  and  fuar  hundred  were  burned.  If  any 
perchance  had  saved  an}^  clothes  from  the  fire  of  2Iavilla^  here  they 
were  burned,  and  many  were  chid  in  slrius,  for  tliey  bad  no  leisure  to 
take  their  coats.  They  endured  nsueli  cold  in  tins  place,  and  the 
cliicfest  remedy  were  great  fires.  They  .‘•jient  all  night  in  turnings 
without  sleep:  for  if  they  vrarjued  one  side,  tliey  freezed  on  the  other. 
Some  invented  the  v/eaving  of  certain  mats  of  dry  ivy,  and  did  veear 
one  beneath,  and  anotlier  above:  many  laughed  at  this  device,  whom 
afterward  necessity  enforced  to  do  the  like.  Tlie  Christians  Avere  so 
spoiled,  and  in  sucli  want  of  saddles  and  weapons  which  were  burned, 
that  if  the  Indians  bad  come  tlie  second  night,  they  had  OA^ercomc 
them  with  little  labor.  Tboy  removed  thence  to  the  town  where  the 
cacirpic  was  Avoiit  to  lie,  boeauso  it  was  in  a champaign  countiy.  Vditb- 
in  eight  days  after,  there  vrere  imiipy  lances  and  saddles  made.  There 
Avore  asli-trees  in  llioso  parts,  ai  lu  rof  tlic}'  made  as  good  lances  as  in 
Jh>cay. 

rpon  IVednesda}',  the  15th  of  March,  Ibl.lj  after  the  Governor 
had  lodged  eiglit  days  in  a plain,  half  a le;igue  fiaun  the  plaec  Aviueh 
li*.'  had  Avintered  in,  after  he  had  m t np  a fmye,  and.  tempered  tlie 
swords  A-fldeh  in  CJu'cdra  Avere  Imvnetl,  and  made  many  tar  mis, 
s:i'Idh's,  and  lances  ; on  fl'ucsda\'  night,  :it  llie  nmnilng  Avatch,  rnajiy 
Indians  eame  to  assault  tlie  eaiii)»  in  three  sapuulrons,  every  one  by 
tlj'unseha's.  Thorn  Avbieli  Avatched  gave  the  nlann.  The  Governor 
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vritb  great  speed  set  Ids  men  in  order  in  otb.or  tlirce  squadrons,  cand 
leaving  some  to  defend  tlie  camp,  \vent  ont  to  encounter  tlicni.  The 
Indians  were  overcome  and  })ut  to  flight.  The  ground  was  cham- 
paign and  tit  for  tlie  Chrisfians  to  take  tlio  advantage  of  them  * and  it 
was  novv'  break  of  day.  Tut  tliere  happened  a disorder,  wliereliy  there 
were  not  past  thirty  or  fort}''  Indians  slain  : and  this  it  was  : that  a 
friar  cried  out  in  the  Camp  without  any  juF.t  occasion,  ‘^To  tlm  camp, 
to  the  camp."^  "WliGrenpon  the  Governor  and  all  the  rest  repaired 
thither,  and  the  Indians  had  time  to  save  themselves.  Tliere  were 
some  taicen,  by  whom  the  Governor  informed  himself  of  the  country 
through  which  he  v.vas  to  pass.  The  25tli  of  April,  he  departed  from 
CJiicarci,  and  lodged  at  a small  town  called  AUniamu.  Tliey  liad 
very  little  maize,  and  they  v/ere  to  pass  a desert  of  seven  days’  journey. 
The  nc-vt  day,  the  Governor  sent  three  captains,  every  one  liis  way, 
with  horsemen  and  footmen  to  seek  provisions  to  pass  tlie  de.sert. 
And  Jului  JJarimfi^co  tlie  Auditor  Vvcnt  v.Tth  fifteen  hoi-semen  and 
forty  footmen  that  way  th;\t  the  Governor  was  to  go,  and  found  a 
strong  fm;t  made,  where  tlic  Indians  stayed  for  liim,  and  many  of  them 
walked  on  the  top  of  it  with  their  weapons,  having  their  bodies,  thiglis, 
and  arms  oclircd  and  dyed  with  black,  white,  yellow  and  red,  striped 
like  unto  panes,  so  that  they  showed  as  though  they  went  in  hose  and 
doublets  : and  some  of  tliom  bad  plumes,  and  others  had  liorns  on 
their  heads,  and  their  faces  black,  and  their  eyes  done  round  about 
with  steaks  of  red,  to  seem  more  fierce.  As  soon  as  tliey  saw  that 
the  Ciirislians  approached,  with  a great  cry  sounding  two  drums  with 
great  fury  tliey  sallied  fortli  to  receive  them.  John  JJannusco  and 
tlmsc  that  w ere  witli  him  tliouglit  good  to  avoid  them,  and  to  accpiaint 
tlie  Governor  thcrcwitli.  They  retired  to  a plain  place,  a crossbow^- 
shot  from  the  fori,  in  sight  of  it:  the  footmen,  the  crosshow-mcii,  and 
tnrgeters  placed  tliemselves  before  tlie  horsemen,  that  they  might  not 
luirt  tin;  liorses.  Tlie  Indians  sallied  out  by  seven  and  seven,  and 
eight  ail']  eiglit,  to  shoot  tlieir  arrows,  and  intired  again  : and  in  sight 
of  ibe  Cliristians  they  iiiade  a fire,  and  took  an  Indian,  some  1)V  the 
foct,  and  .some  by  tlie  head,  and  made  as  though  they  went  to  cast 
him  into  the  fire,  and  gave  liim  first  many  bnoeks  on  the  liead  : .signi- 
f}jng  that  they  meant  so  to  handle  the  Ghi-i.-^tians.  ,Juhn  J)('uuu.<‘‘0 
sent  thue,  horseinmi  lo  ad\'mdi,se  the  Governor  Imreof.  lie  eame  pro- 
sviitly:  for  his  intent  was  to  drive  them  from  thence,  sa}dng',  that  if 
he  ilid  it  not;  tliey  would  be  emlioldeiu'd  to  eliargc  liim  another  time, 
vrleai  (lioy  jiilghi  do  him  moi’O  buim.  lie  made  the  liorsomen  to 
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alight,  and  set  his  men  in  four  squadrons.  The  sign  being  given,  they 
set  upon  the  Indians,  which  made  resistance  till  the  Christians  came 
near  the  fort,  and  as  soon  as  they  saw  they  could  not  defend  them- 
selves, by  a ]dace  where  a brook  passed  near  the  fort,  they  ran  away, 
and  from  the  other  side  they  shot  some  arrows ; and  because  at  that 
instant  we  knewuno  ford  for  the  horses  to  pas.s,  they  had  time  enough 
to  get  out  of  our  danger.  Three  Indians  were  slain  there,  and  inahy 
Christians  were  hurt,  whereof  within  few  days,  there  died  fifteen  by 
the  way.  All  men  tbougbt  the  Governor  to  be  in  fault,  because  lie 
sent  not  to  see  the  disposition  of  the  place  on  tlie  otber  side  of  the 
river,  and  to  Irnow  the  passage  before  be  set  upon  tliem.  For  with 
tlie  hope  they  had  to  save  themselves  by  iliglifc  that  veay,  when  they 
saw^  none  other  means,  they  fouglit  till  they  were  broken,  and  it  was 
an  encouragement  to  defend  themselves  until  then,  and  to  oifend  the 
Christians  without  any  danger  to  tlicmselves. 

Three  days  after  they  had  sought,  some  maize,  whereof  they  found 
hut  little  store,  in  regard  of  that  which  was  needful,  and  that  for  this 
cause,  as  well  for  their  sakes  that  were  wounded,  it  was  needful  for 
tliem  to  rest,  as  for  the  great  joiit-uey  they  were  to  march  to  come 
where  store  of  inaize  was : yet  the  Governor  was  enforced  to  depart 
prosentl)’' toward  Quizquiz.  lie  traveled  seven  days  through  a desert 
of  many  marshes  and  thick  woods  : hut  it  miglit  all  be  traveled  on 
horseback,  except  some  lalres  which  they  swam  over.  He  came  to  a town 
of  the  province  of  Quizquiz  vritliout  being  descried,  and  took  all  the 
people  in  it  hefjre  they  came  out  of  ilicir  houses.  The  mother  of  the 
cacique  w'as  taken  there:  and  he  sent  unto  liim  by  an  Indian,  that 
be  should  come  to  see  him,  and  tlail  he  wouhl  give  liim  his  mother, 
and  all  the  pcojile  wdiich  lie  had  taken  iherc.  tl'ha cacique  sent  him 
ausw’er  again,  lliat  his  lordship  should  loose  and  send  them  to  him, 
and  that  he  would  come  to  visit  and  serve  him.  The  Governor, 
because  his  jicuple  for  wcint  of  maize  were  somewhat  weak  and  wcai"o, 
and  the  hor.-os  also  wmre  lean,  determined  lo  accomplish  his  reijucst, 
to  see  if  he  could  have  peace  W'i(h  liim,  and  so  commanded  to  set  free 
his  mother  and  all  ihe  rest,  and  v.idi  ho  ing  werds  di;-misscd  them  and 
sent  them  to  him.  The  next  day,  Avhen  the  tl'ivernor  expected  the 
cacique,  there  eanie  many  Indians  vrit!)  tiwir  bows  and  arrows  witli  a 
]>nrj-o.-e  to  set  n]»on  tlie  ('Iiri"tians.  d'he  Governor  laid  commanded 
all  the  In.ir.'t  men  to  be  armed,  and  on  borselcu-kq  and  in  leadlness. 

hen  t]i(‘  Indians  saw  that  they  were  ready,  thry  stayed  a cros>bow'- 
shot  from  tlie  place  wlierc  the  Governor  w’as,  near  a brook.  And  after 
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half  an  lioiir  that  they  had  stood  tlicre  still,  there  came  to  tlie  camp 
six  principal  Indians,  and  said,  they  came  to  see  ^vliat  people  tlie^- 
were,  and  tliat  long  ago,  tliey  had  been  informed  by  their  forefathers 
that  a Vvdiite  peojile  should  subdue  them;  and  that  therefore  tliey 
would  return  to  their  cacique,  and  bid  him  come  presently  to  obey 
and  serve  the  Governor:’^  and  after  they  lia«l  presented  him  with  six 
or  seven  skins  and  mantles  which  they  brought,  they  took  their' 
leave  of  him,  and  returned  with  the  others,  which  waited  for  them  by 
tlie  brook  side.  The  cacique  never  came  again  nor  sent  other  mes- 
sage. And  because  in  the  town  where  • the  Governor  lodged,  there 
was  small  store  of  maize,  he  removed  to  another  half  a league  from 
Rio  Grande.f^  where  they  found  plenty  of  maize.  And  he  went  to  see 
the  river,  and  found,  that  near  unto  it  was  great  store  of  timber  to 
make  barges,  and  good  situation  of  ground  to  encamp  in.  JVesenily 
he  removed  himself  thither.  They  made  houses,  and  pitclied  their 
camp  in  a plain  field  a cros.sbow-shot  from  the  river.  And  thiilior 
was  gathered  all  the  maize  of  the  towns  which  they  had  late!}'  pa'^sed. 
They  began  presently  to  cut  and  hew  down  timber,  and  to  saw  planks 
for  barges.  The  Indians  came  presently  down  the  river:  the}’- 
leaped  on  shore,  and  declared  to  the  Gfovernor,  ^^that  they  were  sub- 
jects of  a great  lord,  whoso  name  was  Aqidxo^  ^Yho  vras  lord  of  man}* 
towns,  and  governed  many  people  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  and 
came  to  tell  him  on  his  behalf,  that  the  next  day  he  with  all  his  men 
would  come  to  see  what  it  would  please  him  to  command  him.  The 
next  day,  with  speed,  the  cacique  came  with  two  hundred  canoes  full 
of  Indians  with  their  bows  and  arrows,  painted,  and  with  great  jdumes 
of  v.'hite  feathers,  and  many  other  colors,  with  shields  in  their  b.ands, 
wlierewitli  tliey  defended  tlie  row'ors  on  both  sides,  and  the  men  of 
war  stood  from  the  head  to  the  stern,  with  their  bows  and  arrows  in 
their  hands.  The  canoe  wherein  the  cacique  w*as,  had  a tilt  ONor  the 
stern,  am|  lie  sat  under  the  tilt;  and  so  were  other  canoes  uf  the 
prim  ijxd  tndians.  And  from  under  the  tilt  wliere  the  chief  man  .sit. 
he  guviTUed  ami  commanded  the  other  people.  All  joined  togi'ilmr, 
and  came  wiihiii  a stone’s  cast  of  the  shore.  I’rom  thence  tin,'  cacique 
.said  to  llie  tlovernor,  whicli  walk.rd  along  the  river’.s  .-dde  with  otlen's 
that  waited  on  him,  that  lie  was  come  tliilher  0)  vi'dt,  to  liom>r,  am! 
to  obey  Inm;  l.ieeanse  lie  knew  lie  was  the  greatest  and  mightie'^t 
lord  on  t!ie  ('arth:  tlierefore  he  would  .<eo  wliat  he  would  command 
him  tu  do.  Tim  Govt'rnor  yieldi.'d  liim  thank's,  and  leipicstod  liim  to 
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come  on  shore,  that  tliey  might  the  better  communicate  togetjier. 
And  v.ithout  any  answer  to  that  point,  he  sent  him  three  canoes, 
wherein  was  great  store  of  fish  and  loaves,  made  of  the  substance  of 
prunes  like  unto  bricks.  After  he  had  received  all,  he  thanked  him, 
and  prayed  liim  again  to  come  on  shore.  And  because  tlie  cacique’s 
purpose  was,  to  see  if  with  dissimulation  he  might  do  some  hurt, 
when  tlioy  saw'  that  the  Governor  aud  his  men  were  in  readiness,  they 
began  to  go  from  the  shore  : and  wdth  a great  cry,  the  crossbow-men 
which  were  read}',  shot  at  them,  and  slow  five  or  six  of  them.  They 
retired  with  great  order  : none  did  leave  Ids  oar,  though  tli.e  next  to 
him  were  slain,  and  shielding  themselves,  they  went  farther  oiT. 
Afterward  they  came  many  times  and  landed : aud  when  any  of  us 
came  toward  them,  tliey  fled  into  their  canoes,  wliich  were  very 
pleasant  to  behold  : for  they  -were  very  great  and  vrell  made,  and  had 
their  tilts,  plumes,  paucscs,  and  flags,  and  ^Yith  the  multitude  of  people 
that  were  in  them,  they  seemed  to  be  a fair  army  of  gaHe3"S.  In 
thirty  days’  .space,  while  tlie  G overnor  reuialned  there,  they  made  four 
barges  : in  three  of  winch  he  commanded  tvrclve  horsemen  to  enter, 
in  each  of  them'  four.  In  a morning,  three  hours  before  day,  men 
which  he  trusted  would  land  hi  despite  of  the  Indians,  and  make 
sure  the  passage,  or  die,  and  some  footmen,  l)eing  crossbow’-mcn,  w'ent 
with  ihem,  and  rowers  to  set  them  on  the  other  side.  And  in  the' 
other  Irirge  he  commanded  John  dc  Gu::man  to  pass  with  the  foot- 
men, which  vras  made  esptain  instead  of  FrancUco  2hddonado.  Amd 
because  the  stream  was  swift,  they  vrciit  a e|iiartcr  of  a league  up  the 
river  along  the  hank,  ami  crossing  over,  fell  down  with  tlie  stream, 
and  landed  rigid  over  against  the  camp.  Two  stones’  cast  before  they 
came  to  laud,  the  hoiveiiicn  went  out  of  the  liarges  on  horseback  to  a 
sandy  plot  very  Lard  and  clear  ground,  wlicrc  all  of  them  landed 
•without  any  rcsi.dance.  As  soon  us  those  that  passed  first  were  on 
lan’d  on  the  other  side,  tlie  barges  re{urm?d  to  the  place  whore  the 
Governor  was  : aud  within  two  hours  afier  snn  rising,  all  the  people 
•were  over.  The  rivar  was  almost  half  a league  broad.  If  a man 
stood  still  on  the  other  sile,  it  could  m-t  la-  diseeinod  wlictbcr  lie  was 
a man  or  no.  The  river  ivas  of  irreat  depth,  rnid  of  a strou'-^  current  : 
the  water  was  always  liiudly : tliere  came  down  tlie  river  eonfinually 
many  trees  and  timber,  ivlikli  the  foree  of  the  water  and  stream 
lyi'ough.t  ilown.  Tlioi't^  \va''  great  store  oi  ti.-'li  in  it  cT  sundry  sorts, 
and  tue  nio.>t  (u  it  diiuemg  iivuu  (he  fre^li  water  fi.'^h  c>i  Apat/g  a> 
licrea.fler  shall  bo  showel. 
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Hoving  passed  Rio  Gmndc,  the  Governor  traveled  a league  and 
a lialf^  and  came  .to  a great  town  of  A'jui.roj  wLich  was  dispeopled 
before  he  came  thither.  They  espied  thirty  Indians  coming  over  a plain, 
which  tlie  cacique  sent  to  discover  the  Christians’  determination  j and 
as  soon  as  tliey  liad  sight  of  them,  they  took  tliemsclves  to  flight.  Tlie 
horsemen  pursued  them,  and  slew  ten,  and  took  fifteen.  And  liecause 
the  tovrn,  whither  the  Governor  went,  was  near  unto  the  river,  he  sent 
a ca|»tain,  with  as  many  men  as  he  thought  suflicient,  to  carry  the 
barges  up  the  river.  And  because  in  his  traveling  by  land  many  times 
he  went  far  from  the  river  to  compass  the  creeks  that  came  from  it, 
the  Indians  took  occasion  to  set  upon  them  of  the  barges,  and  ])Ut  them 
in  great  danger,  because  that  by  reason  of  tlie  great  current,  tlicy  durst 
not  leave  the  shore,  and  from  the  bank  they  shot  at  them.  As  soon 
as  the  Governor  was  come  to  the  town,  he  presently  sent  crossbow- 
men down  the  river,  which  came  to  rescue  tliem  ; and  upon  the  coming 
of  the  barges  to  the  town,  he  commanded  them  to  be  brolmn,  and  to 
save  the  iron  for  others,  when  it  should  be  needful.  He  lay  there 
one  night,  amd  the  day  following  ho  set  forward  to  seek  a province, 
called  PacalLa,  which  he  was  informed  to  be  near  unto  ChUca,  where 
the  Indians  told  him  there  was  gold.  Ho  passed  through  great  towns 
of  Ayafj-o,  wdiich  were  all  abandoned  for  fear  of  the  Christians.  He 
uuder.'LOod  by  certain  Indians  that  wmre  taken  that  three  days’  journey 
from  thence  dwelt  a gi-eat  cacique,  whose  name  was  Ca^qui.  He 
came  to  a small  river,  where  a bridge  was  made,  by  wliich  they  passed; 
that  day  till  sunset,  they  went  all  in  water,  which  in  some  places  came 
to  the  waist,  and  in  some  to  the  knees.  When  they  saw  themselves 
on  dry  land,  the}’  vrere  very  glad,  because  they  feared  they  should 
W'ander  up  and  down  as  forlorn  men  all  night  in  the  ^Yater.  At  noon 
they  came  to  the  first  town  of  Casqui:  they  found  the  Indians  careless, 
because  they  had  no  knowledge  of  them.  There  were  many  meu  and 
woimm  taken,  and  store  of  goods,  as  mantles  and  skins,  as  well  in  tlie 
firs!  town,  a.s  in  another,  which  stood  in  a field  half  a league  hum 
thence  in  sight  of  it;  wdiithcr  the  horsemen  ran.  This  country  is 
luglu-r,  (IrivT,  and  more  champaign,  tlian  any  part  bonbuing  near  the 
river  tiiat  until  then  tiu-y  lind  seen.  There  were  in  the  fields  m.'iny 
widiiUt  tree.-',  bearing  soft-slu'llcd  walnuts  in  the  fashion  lil'C  bullets, 
ami  ill  the  bouses  they  fuimd  manv  of  tliem,  wh.ieh  the  Indians  bad 
laid  up  in  store.  The  trees  dillered  in  nutbing  else  from  tliosc  of 
Rpnin,  nor  from  tlio,-o  wbiuli  we  had  seen  hefure,  hut  only  that  they 
have  a .‘^madler  leaf  'i’liore  were  many  mulberry  trees  and  plum  t'.ve.q 


■J70 


IlISTOlilCAL  COLLECTIONS  OE  LOUISIANA. 


vvliicii  ]jarc  red  plums  like  those  of  Spain,  and  others  gray,  somcTvhat 
differing,  but  far  better.  And  ail  the  trees  are  all  tlic  3’car  so  fruitful, 
as  if  they  were  j)]aiitcd  in  orchards;  a.ud  the  woods  were  very  thin. 
TliC  Govcnior  traveled  two  days  through  the  country  of  Ca.‘^<jui,  before 
he  came  to  the  town  where  the  cachpic  was;  and  the  most  of  the  way 
vras  a.lway  by  champaign  ground,  whieli  \\-as  full  of  great  towns,  so  that 
■from  one  town,  yon  might  see  two  or  three.  Ue  sent  an  Indian  to 
certify’-  the  cacigue  that  ho  vras  coming  (0  the  place  where  he  was, 
aviili  intent  to  procure  his  friendship,  and  to  hold  him  as  his  brother, 
'^hereunto  he  answered,  that  he  .should  lie  welcome,  and  that  he 
would  receive  him  with  special  good-will,  and  accomplish  all  that  his 
lordsliip  would  command  him.  He  sent  Ijim  a present  upon  the  way: 
to  wit,  skins,  mantles,  and  fish  : and  after  these  compliments,  the 
Governor  found  all  the  towns,  as  he  passed,  inhabited  with  people, 
which,  pcaeeabl}^  attended  his  coming,  and  offered  him  skins,  mantles, 
and  lish.  The  cacique,  accompanied  with  many  Indians,  came  out  of 
the  town,  and  stayed  half  a league  on  the  vray  to  receive  the  Governor, 
and  when  he  came  to  him,  he  spake  these  vmrds  following : — 

flight  high,  right  mightjg  and  renowned  lord,  your  lordship  is 
most  heartily'-  welcome.  As  soon  as  1 had  notice  of  yonr  lordship,  of 
your  power,  and  your  perfections,  although  you  came  into  my  country 
killing  and  taking  captives  tlie  inhahitiaits  thereof  and  my  subjects, 
yet  1 determined  to  confo]in  will  unto  yours,  and  as  -your  o'\m  to 
interpret  in  good  part  all  tliat  ymur  lord.^hip  did : believing  that  it 
was  convenient  it  should  Ire  so  for  some  ju.st  respect,  to  prevent  some 
future  matter  revealed  unto  your  lord.'-hijr,  and  concealed  from  me. 
For  Avell  may^  a mischief  Ire  permitted  to  avoid  a greater,  and  that  good 
may-  come  thereof : v.  hieh  1 holiove  will  so  fall  out.  For  it  is  no 
reason  to  jirosume  of  so  cxcellont  a }'iiiico,  that  the  nobleness  of  his 
]ie;irt,  and  the  effect  of  liis  will  woulil  p.ej-ij<it  liim  to  suffer  any  unjust 
(l)iug.  kJy  alrility  is  so  .^mall  to  serve  you  as  your  loixlsiiip  deserveth, 
that  if  you  respect  not  mine  abuiulam  good-w  ill,  whiclj  liumbly  offereth 
all  kind  of  service,  I deserve  but  lililc  i)i  your  })resenco.  ]>ut  if  it 
]>o  reason  that  this  be  e.-teemed,  receive  ih(‘  same,  npysolf,  my  coun- 
try, and  su])jects  for  youics,  and  dis|)o.A'  of  me  and  thorn  at  your 
plea.-iire.  For  if  I were  lend  of  all  the  wi-rld,  with  the  same  good-will 
should  yciiir  lordslii])  l<y  me  ho  rcccl\<'d,  sei'ved  and  obeved.’’ 

Iff.;  (lovenior  aiiswored  him  to  iliO  ]uu-])ose,  and  salisliod  liim  in 
low  words.  Within  a wliilo  after  I'oili  of  ilicm  n.sed  vosrd.s  of  groat 
olK')'."  and  C')urte.''y  llio  one  to  tlic  otlmr,  :nid  the  ctieiqno  re(]Ue.stcd 
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him  to  lolge  in  liis  lioin’cs.  The  Governor,  to  preserve  the  peace  the 
better,  cxcu.secl  liimself,  sriyijpg  tliat  he  would  lodge  in  the  fields.  Ami 
because  it  'uvis  very  hot,  they  camped  near  certain  trees  a C|ua)'ter  of  a 
league  from  the  town.  Tlie  cacicpie  went  to  his  town,  and  came  again 
with  many  Indians  .singing.  As  soon  as  they  came  to  the  GoverjiOi, 
all  of  them  ]»rosirated  themselves  iijion  the  ground.  Among  these 
came  two  Indians  tlrat  vrero  blind.  The  cacir|ue  made  a speech  : to 
avoid  tedivvasness,  I will  on!}"  tell  in  a fewword.s  the  substance  of  tiie 
matter.  He  .said,  that  seeing  tlie  Governor  vras  the  son  of  the  Sun, 
and  a great  lord,  he  besought  him  to  do  him  the  favor  to  give  siglit  to 
those  two  blind  men.  Tiic  blind  men  rose  up  presently,  and  very 
earnestly  requested  the  same  of  the  Governor.  Tie  answered,  tlial  in 
the  high  heavens  was  he  that  had  power  to  give  them  health,  and 
whatsoever  tlicy  could  ask  of  him ; whose  scTvant  lie  vras ; and  that 
this  Lord  made  the  heavens  and  the  earth,  and  man  after  his  own  like- 
ness, and  ilait  he  suilcrcd  iij>on  the  cross  to  save  iminkind,  and  rose 
again  th.c  third  day,  aiid  that  he  died  as  lie  vras  man,  and  as  touching 
his  divinit\g  lie  was,  and  is  immortal;  and  that  he  ascended  into 
heaven,  wlicrc  lie  standelli  with  his  arms  open  to  receive  all  such  as 
turn  unto  liim  : and  straightvray  lie  commanded,  him  to  make  a very 
high  cross  of  wood,  which,  was  set  up  in  the  highest  place  of  llic  town; 
declaring  unto  him,  that  the  Christians  worshiped  the  same  in  resem- 
blance and  memory  of  that  whereon  Christ  sniTeied.  The  Governor 
and  Ills  men  kneeled  down  before  it,  and  the  fndians  did  the  lilce. 
The  Governor  willed  him,  tliat  from  thenceforth  lie  would  worship  the 
same,  and  should  ask  wiiatsocVcr  they  stood  in  need  of,  of  that  liOnl 
that  lie  told  him  was  in  heaven.  Then  he  asked  him  how  far  it  was 
from  tlicncc  to  Pacaha.  lie  said,  one  day's  journey,  and  that  at  the 
end  of  hi.s  country,  tlierc  v;as  a lake  like  a brook  wbich  fallclh  iiit'.' 
JPo  (/ran<h:,  and  that  he  would  send  men  before  to  main;  a bridge 
wbercliy  ho  might  pas.s.  The  .same  day  tliat  (lie  Governor  de]  arted 
thence,  lie  li^-Jged  at  a town  belonging  to  Casgui ; and  the  next  day 
lie  ]Kr-scd  in  sight  of  other  (owns,  and  came  to  the  lake,  v.liieh  wa.s 
Jialf  a cTO.:sboAv  .shot  over,  of  a great  depth  and  airrent.  At  the  lime 
of  his  eomtng,  tlic  Indians  laid  made  an  end  of  tlie  bridge,  whieli  wa.s 
made  oflimlier,  laid  one  tree  after  anotlier  : ami  on  oiio  side  it  liad  a 
coim.se  of  stekes  iiighor  Ilian  (1:e  liridge,  fer  (hem  lliai  pa.s.sed  to  take- 
hold  on.  d’he  ('aeiqiie  of  Casfitii  lo  ihe  (dovernor,  and  broieda 
his  ]ieo})le  with  liitn.  The  Govei'iior  sent  \\\))‘d  by  an  Indian  to  the 
(f.aciijuo  of  ./bfo/m,  that  thougli  he  were  enemy  to  the  Cacique  e'. 
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Casqui,  and  thongli  he  were  there,  yet  lie  would  do  him  no  disgrace 
nor  hurt,  if  he  would  attend  him  peaceably,  and  embrace  his  friend- 
ship; but  rather  would  intreat  him  as  a brother.  The  Indian,  vrhicli 
the  Governor  sent,  came  again,  and  said  that  the  cacique  made  no 
account  of  that  which  he  told  him,  but  fled  witli  all  his  men  out  at  the 
other  side  of  the  town.  Presently  tlic  Governor  entered,  and  ran 
before  with  the  horsemen,  that  veay  by  which  the  Indians  fled;  and' 
at  another  town,  distant  a quarter  uf  a league  from  thence,  they  took 
many  Indians;  and  as  soon  as  tlie  horsemen  had  taken  them,  they 
delivered  them  to  the  Indians  of  Cas(2ui,  whom,  because  they  were 
their  enemies,  with  much  circumspection  and  rejoicing,  they  brought 
to  the  town  where  the  Christians  vrere  : and  the  greatest  grief  they  had 
vas  this,  that  they  could  not  get  leave  to  kill  them.  There  were 
found  in  the  town  many  mantles,  and  deer  skins,  lion  skins,  and  bear 
skins,  and  many  cat  skins.  jMany  came  so  far  poorly  appareled,  and 
there  they  clothed  themselves:  of  the  mantles,  the}"  made  them  coats 
and  cassocks,  and  some  made  gowns,  and  lined  them  vrith  cat  skins  ; 
and  likewise  their  cassocks.  Of  the  deer  skins,  some  made  them  also 
jerkins,  shirts,  hose  and  shoes  : and  of  the  hear  skins,  they  made  them 
very  good  cloaks  : for  no  water  could  pierce  them.  There  were  targets 
of  raw  ox  hides  found  there;  wntli  wliich  hides  they  armed  their  horses. 

Upon  Wednesday,  the  I9th  of  June,  loll,  the  Governor  entered 
into  Pacalia.  He  lodged  in  the  town,  where  the  cacique  used  to  re- 
side, which  was  vciy  great,  walled,  and  beset  witli  towers,  and  many 
loopholes  were  in  the  towers  and  wall.  And  in  tlic  town  was  great 
store  of  old  maize,  and  great  quantit}'  of  new'  in  tlie  fields.  Within 
a league  and  half  a league  were  great  towns  all  walled.  Wliere  tlie 
Governor  w'as  lodged  was  a great  hdee,  tliat  came  near  unto  the  W'all; 
and  it  entered  into  a ditch,  that  went  round  about  (lie  town,  wantino; 
but  a little  to  environ  it  around.  I-'rom  the  lake  to  the  great  river 
was  made  a wear  by  wliieh  the  ii.-h  came  into  it;  wdiich  the  cacique 
kej't  for  his  recreation  ami  spnrt.  ^Viih  net.s  that  were  found  in  the 
town,  they  tool:  as  much  as  tlicy  would;  and  toolc  they  never  .so 
nmeli,  there  w*as  no  want  jtorerivod.  Tlicrc  was  also  great  store  of 
fi>Ii  in  many  other  lakes  tlmt  were  (laTeabout,  but  it  was  soft,  and  not 
so  gviod  os  that  wbicb  came  from  llu'  livcr,  and  the  most  of  it  was 
dificreiit  Irom  tlie  fre''h-waiter  il.di  of  Sj  ain.  I'iiero  was  a fish  whicl; 
i.ht*y  called  hagivs;  the  third  })art  of  it  was  h<avl,  and  it  liad  on  l.ioth 
;-idcs  tlie  gills,  and  ahmg  tlie  sides  groat  j'lichs  lilm  very  sharp  awls. 
Tljoso  of  tlie  kind  that  were  in  (he  bik'e.s  were  as  big  as  ]»ikes;  and  in 
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tliG  river  there  were  some  of  nn  hundred,  and  of  an  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds  vreight,  and  many  of  them  were  taken  with  the  hook.  There 
was  another  Ssh  like  barhilles,  and  another  like  breams,  headed  like 
a delicate  fsh,  called  in  Spain  licsugo,  between  red  and  gi'ay.  This 
was  there  of  most  esteem.  There  was  another  fish  called  peel  fish; 
it  had  a snout  of  a cubit  long,  and  at  the  end  of  the  upper  lip  it  veas 
made  like  a peel.  There  was  another  fish  called  a western  shad;  and 
all  of  them  had  scales,  except  the  bagres,  and  the  peel  fish.  There  was 
another  fish  which'  sometimes  the  Indians  brought  us,  of  the  bigness 
of  a hog;  they  called  it  the  pereo  fish;  it  had  rows  of  teeth  be- 
neath and  above.  The  Cacique  of  Casqui  sent  many  times  great 
presents  of  fish,  mantles,  and  skins.  He  told  the  Governor  that  he 
would  deliver  the  Cacique  of  Pacaha  into  liis  hands.  He  went  to 
and  sent  many  canoes  up  the  river,  and  came  himself  by  land 
with  many  of  his  people.  The  Governor,  -with  forty  horsemen  and 
sixty  footmen,  took  him  along  with  him  up  the  river.  And  his  In- 
dians which  were  in  the  canoes,  discovered  w'herc  the  Cacique  of 
Pacaha  was,  in  a little  island,  situated  between  two  arms  of  the 
river.  ^And  five  Christians  entered  into  a canoe,  wherein  Don  Anto- 
nio Osorio  went  before,  to  see  wdiat  people  the  cacique  had  with  him. 
There  were  in  the  isle  five  or  six  thousand  souls.  And  as  soon  as 
they  saw  them,  supposing  that  the  Indians  ^vhich  were  in  the  other 
canoes  were  also  Christians,  the  cacique,  and  certain  which  were  in 
three  canoes,  which  they  had  there  with  them,  fied  in  great  ha.'^tc  to 
the  otlier  side  of  the  river.  The  rest,  with  great  fear  and  danger, 
leapt  into  tlie  river,  where  maiqy  people  wmre  drowned,  especially  wo- 
mmi  and  little  children.  Presently  the  Governor,  who  was  on  land, 
)ioi  knowing  vhat  had  happened  to  Don  Antonio  and  tho.se  that 
went  witii  him,  commanded  the  Christians  with  all  speed  to  enter 
with  llie  Indians  of  Oasgui  in  the  canoes,  which  were  quickly  with 
Don  Antonio  in  the  little  island,  where  they  took  many  men  and 
women,  and  much  goods.  Great  store  of  goods,  which  the  Indian^ 
had  laid  upon  hurdles  of  can.es  and  rafts  of  timher  to  carry  over  to 
the  other  side,  drove  down  the  river,  wherewith  the  Indians  of  Casgui 
filled  tlm  ir  canoes;  ami  for  fear  lest  the  Chridinn.s  would  take  it  from 
them,  ike  cacique  went  hoinc  with  them  down  the  river,  williout 
taking  his  halve  of  the  Governor;  whcrcujion  the  (invernor  was  highly 
<afiende'l  with  him,  and  presently  returning  to  Pac<iha^  he  overra.n 
the  coimti'y  of  (nsgui  thespace  of  two  leagues,  where  he  took  twenty  or 
thirty  of  his  men.  And  because  his  liorso.s  were  weary,  and  he  wanted 
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time  that  clay  to  go  any  farther,  ho  returned  to  Pacalia^  with  cleternii' 
nation  within  three  or  four  days  after  to  invade  Casqui.  And  pre- 
sently he  let  loose  one  of  the  Indians  of  Pacaha,  and  sent  word  by 
him  to  the  cacique,  that  if  he  would  have  his  friendship,  he  should 
repair  unto  him,  and  that  both  of  tlieni  would  make  vrar  upon  Ca.^qui. 
And  presently  came  many  Indians  that  belonged  to  PacaJia,  and 
brought  an  Indian  instead  of  the  cacique,  whicli  was  discovered  by 
the  cacique’s  brother,  vdiich  was  taken  prisoner.  The  Governor 
wished  the  Indians  that  their  master  himself  should  come ; for  he 
knew  very  well  that  that  was  not  he,  and  told  them  that  they  could 
do  nothing  which  lie  knew  not  before  they  thought  it.  The  next  day 
the  cacifiue  came,  accompanied  witli  many  Indians,  and  with  a pre- 
sent of  much  fish,  skins  and  mantles.  He  made  a speech  that  all 
were  glad  to  hear,  and  concluded  saying,  that  though  his  lordsltip, 
without  his  giving  occasion  of  offence  had  done  him  hurt  in  his 
country  and  subjects,  yet  he  would  not  therefore  refuse  to  be  his,  and 
that  he  would  always  be  at  his  command.  The  Governor  commanded 
his  brother  to  be  loosed,  and  other  jirincipal  Indians  that  were  taken 
prisoners.  That  day  came  an  Indian  from  the  Cacique  of  Casqvj', 
and  said  that  his  lord  wmuld  come  the  next  day  to  excuse  himself 
of  the  error  which  he  had  committed,  in  going  away  without  license 
of  the  Governor.  The  Governor  willed  the  messenger  to  signify  unto 
him,  that  if  he  came  not  in  his  own  person,  he  would  seek  him  him- 
self, and  give  him  such  punishment  as  he  deserved.  The  next  day 
with  all  speed  came  the  Cacique  of  Ccospa/,  and  brought  a present  to 
.the  Governor  of  many  mantles,  skins,  and  lish,  and  gave  him  a 
daughter  of  his,  saying  that  he  greatly  desired  to  niatcli  his  blood 
with  the  blood  of  so  great  a lor<l  as  he  wa.^-q  and  therefore  he 
brought  him  his  daughter,  and  desired  him  to  take  her  to  his 
wife.  Tie  made  a long  and  discreet  oratiim,  givim^  him  c:rcat 
commendations,  and  concluded,  saying,  that  ho  should  pardon  liis 
going  away  without  licence,  for  tliat  cross’.'^  sake  which  he  had  left 
with  him;  protesting  that  he  Avtmt  away  for  shanu'  of  that  wliich  his 
men  had  done  without  his  con<out.  d’he  Governor  answered  him 
that  he  had  chosen  a good  patron;  and  that  if  he  had  not  come  to 
excuse'  himself,  he  had  determined  to  seek  him,  to  Imni  his  towns,  ''o 
kill  iiiui  and  hi-  p-'oplc,  and  to  de.-troy  his  country.  To  which  he  re- 
plioil,  saung; 

^OiV  loid,  I and  mine  are  yours,  and  my  counfiq  likewise  is 
yours;  tlicrctore  if  you  liad  done  so,  you  should  have  destroyed 
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your  own  coimtiy,  and  have  killed  your  own  people;  wliatsoeycr  >skali 
come  unto  me  from  your  hand,  I vddl  receive  as  from  my  lord,  as  well 
punishment  as  reward  ; and  loiow  you,  that  the  favor  which  you  did 
me  in  leaving'  me  the  cross,  1 do  acknowledge  tlic  same  to  be  a very 
great  one,  and  greater  tlnm  I have  ever  deserved.  Por  3’ou  shall  un- 
derstand, tiiat  vrith  great  droughts  tlie  fields  of  maize  of  ny  country 
were  withered;  and  as  soon  as  I and  my  people  kneeled  before  the' 
cros.^,  and  prayed  for  rain,  pre.sently  our  necessities  were  relieved.’’ 

The  Governor  made  him  and  the  Cacirpie  of  J\fcoha  friends;  and 
set  them  Avith  him  at  his  table  to  dine  Avitli  him ; and  the  caciiiues  fell 
at  variance  alrout  the  seats,  which  of  them  should  sit  on  his  l ight  hand. 
The  Governor  pacified  them;  telling  them  that  among  the  Glirlstians 
all  was  one  to  sit  on  the  one  side,  or  on  the  other,  willing  them  so  to 
behave  themselve.s,  seeing  tlicy  were  with  liim,  that  nobodv’  irngjtt 
liear  tlicm,  and  that  every  one  shouM  sit  in  the  place  tliat  first  he 
lighted  on.  From  thence  he  sent  thirty  hor.^eincn  and  fifty  footmen 
to  tlie  province  of  Caluca,  to  see  if  from  thence  lie  might  travel  to' 
Ofu\<ca^  Avhere  the  Indians  said  there  was  a work  of  gold  and  copper. 
They  traveled  sev'cn  clays’  journevg  .tln-ougli  a desert,  and  returned 
very  wcaiy,  eating  green  plums,  and  stalks  of  maize,  whicli  they 
found  ill  a poor  town  of  six  or  seven  liouses.  From  thenceforward 
towards  tlie  north,  the  Indians  said  that  the  country  was  very  ill  in- 
habited, because  it  Avas  very  cold;  and  that  tliere  Avas  such  store  of 
oxen,  that  the}' could  keep  no  com  for  them;  and  that  the  Indians 
lived  upon  llicir  flesh.  IIic  Governor,  seeing  that  toAA'ard  that  jiart 
tlio  country  Avas  so  poor  of  maize  tliat  in  it  they  could  not  ho  sim- 
tained,  domauded  of  the  Indians  which  Avay  it  Avas  most  iiihahitod  ; 
and  they  said,  they  had  notice  of  a great  province,  and  a very  plenti- 
ful country,  Avliieh  Avas  called  Quujautey  and  tliat  it  Avas  tOAvard  the 
south. 

’The  (tovernor  rested  in  ]\u:aho  forty  days;  in  all  Avliich  time  the 
tAVO  caciques  served  him  Avith  great  store  of  fish,  mantles,  and  .-kins, 
and  strove  Avho  sliould  do  liiin  greatest  service.  At  the  time  of  his 
d''partuiv  the  (aicique  of  Pacalnt  gave  liiin  Iavo  ot'  his  si-tcr.s,  saying 
tliat  in  .><ign  of  low;  that  lie  miglit  reineml.ter  him,  he.  sinuthi  take 
tIi'Mii  fhr  hi-  Avivt's  ; the  on>''s  name  Avas  and  tlie  nilicr's 

M-rhU'i  : tlicy  Avere  AVell  j'r'^pm  ti(»n-'d,  tall  of  body,  and  Avell  ilo.-hed. 
Mnravnrlir  Avas  of  a g'lod  eoiiu * enanee,  and  in  her  shajie  and  ]»l))siog- 
noiny  lotAoi]  like  a lady;  the  olhor  Avas  stmnglv  made.  Toe  t'a- 
cique  of  ( h'vy.a/ commanded  the  la'idge  to  he  r<'])airc>],  and  the  Go- 
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vernor  roturned  torougli  bis  country,  and  lodged  in  tlie  near  bis 
town,  wbitlicr  be  came  with  great  store  of  ludi,  and  two  women,  which 
he  exchanged  with  tvro  Christians  fui'  two  siiirts.  Kc  gave  us  a 
guide  and  men  for  carriages.  The  Governor  lodged  at  a town  of  bis, 
and  the  next  day  at  another  near  a river,  Avliitber  he  caused  canoes 
to  he  brought  for  him  to  pass  over,  and  vdtli  Lis  leave  returned.  The 
Governor  took  bis  journey  toward  Quh/aufe.  The  fourth  day  of 
August  he  came  to  the  tovrn,  v.hcre  tlie  caciijue  used  to  keep  his  re- 
sidence ; on  the  way  lie  sent  him  a [;resent  of  many  mantles  and 
skins,  and  not  daring  to  stay  for  him  in  the  town,  he  absented  him- 
self. The  town  was  tlie  greatest  that  was  seen  in  Florida.  The 
Governor  and  his  people  lodged  in  the  onedialf  of  it;  and  within 
few  day.s,  seeing  the  Indians  became  liars,  he  commanded  the  other 
lialf  to  bo  burned,  because  it  should  not  be  a shelter  for  them,  if 
they  came  to  assault  him  by  night,  nor  a hinderance  to  his  horse- 
men for  the  resisting  of  tlicm,  Theiu  came  an  Indian  very  'well  ac- 
’companied  -with  many  Indians,  saying  that  he  was  the  cacique.  He 
delivered  him  over  to  the  men  of  his  guard  to  look  unto  him.  There 
went  and  came  many  Indians,  and  brought  mantles  and  skins.  The 
counterfeit  cacique,  seeing  so  little  opj-mRunity  to  execute  liis  evil 
tliouglit,  as  he  went  one  day  abroad  talking  vrith  the  Governor,  he 
showed  him  such  a pair  of  heels,  that  lln.re  was  no  Christian  that 
could  overtake  him,  and  he  leaped  into  the  river,  which  was  a cross- 
bow shot  from  the  town : and  as  soon  as  he  wa.s  on  the  other  side, 
maYjy  Indians  that  were  thereabout  making  a great  cry  began  to  shoot. 
The  Governor  passed  pi'e.-cntly  over  to  tiioin  with  horsemen  and  foot- 
men, but  they  durst  not  tairy  for  him.  Going  forward  on  liis  vniy, 
ho  came  to  a town  wliere  the  people  wore  fed,  and  a little  further  to 
a lake,  wlicro  the  hor.sos  could  net  pass,  and  on  the  other  side  were 
juany  v/omcn.  I he  loc/nncn  passed,  and  tool;  many  of  them,  and 
mucli  s]ioil.  The  Governor  came  to  tlie  cam]),  and  that  night  was  a 
spy  of  tlie  Indians  taken  by  tlunn  of  tlic  \vatcli.  The  Governor  asked 
bim,  wliciber  lie  would  bring  liim  r, liore  the  caciqnc  was  ?•  be  said 
lie  would.  And  bo  went  presently  to  seel,  bim,  with  twentyborse- 
nuui  jind  hfty  footmen  ; and  after  be  bad  s^uglit  him  a day  and  a. 
bair,  lie  found  liim  in  a strong  wood  : and  a .^^oldier,  not  bmowing  bim, 
ga\e  liim  a ^vou^d  (ui  llic  beail  ; and  be  cru'd  mil,  that  lie  should  not 
kill  bim,  saving  that  bo  wjis  (im  c;.cii|iu‘ ; so  be.  was  taken,  and  a 
biindrei.l  and  iorty  of  bis  men  witli  liim.  TJie  Governor  came  nuain 
to  , and  willed  bim  to  cause  bis  men  to  come  to  servo  the 
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Cliristians  ] and  staying  some  days  for  tlieir  coming,  and  seeing 
they  came  not,'  lie  sent  two  captains,  every  one  his  way  on  botli 
sides  of  the  river  with  liorsemen  and  footmen.  They  took  many  men 
and  women.  Now  seeing  the -hurt  whicli  they  sustained  for  their 
rebellion,  they  came  to  see  what  the  Governor  would  command  them, 
and  passed  to  and  fro  many  times,  and  brouglit  presents  of  cloth  and 
fish.  The  cacique  and  his  two  wives  were  in  the  lodging  of  the  Go- 
vernor loose,  and  the  halberdiers  of  his  guard  did  keep  them.  The 
Governor  asked  them  which  way  the  country  was  most  inhabited? 
They  said,  that  toward  the  south  down  the  river,  were  great  towns 
and  caciques,  which  commanded  great  countries,  and  much  people. 
And  that  toward  the  north-west,  there  was  a province  near  to  certain 
mountains,  that  w'as  called  Coligoa.  The  Governor  and  all  the  rest 
thought  good  to  go  first  to  Coligoa:  saying,  that  peradventurc  the 
mountains  would  make  some  difference  of  soil,  and  tliat  beyond  them 
there  miglit  be  some  gold  or  silver.  As  for  Quigautc,  Casqui,  and 
J\icaha,  they  were  plain  countries,  fat  grounds,  and  full  of  good 
meadows  on  the  rivers,  where  the  Indians  sowed  large  fields  of  maize. 
I'rom  Tascahtca  to  JCo  Grande^  or  the  Great  Iliver,  is  about  tlirec 
hundred  leagues  : it  is  a very  low  country,  and  hath  many  lakes. 
From  Cacaka  to  Quigautc  may  be  an  hundred  leagues.  Tlie  Go- 
vernor left  the  Cacique  of  Quigautc  in  Ids  own  town.  And  an  In- 
dian, which  was  his  guide,  led  him  through  great  wood.s  vvdthout  any 
way,  seven  clays’  journc}’’  through,  a desert,  where,  at  evciy  lodging, 
they  lodged  in  lakes  and  pools  in  very  shoal  water ; there  was  such 
.‘^tore  of  fish,  that  they  killed  them  with  cudgels;  and  the  Indians 
W'hicli  they  carried  in  chains,  with  the  mud  troubled  the  waters,  and 
tlic  fish  being  tlicrewitb,  as  it  were,  astonished,  came  to  the  lop  of  the 
water,  raid  they  took  as  much  as  they  listed.  The  Indians  of  Coligoa 
had  no  hnowledgc  of  the  Christians,  and  when  tliey  came  so  near  tljc 
town  that  the  Indians  saw  them,  they  fled  up  a river  wliich  pas.scd 
near  (he  town,  and  some  leaped  into  it;  but  the  Christians  went  on 
lioth  sides  of  the  river,  and  took  them.  There  were  many  men  ami 
wunn  u (a.ken,  and  the  caelcjue  with  them.  And  by  his  ccimnandment 
within  tiaoe  days  came  many  Indians  with  a ])rc.scnt  of  mantles  and 
deers'  slcins,  and  two  oxliides:  and  the)  reported,  that  five  or  six 
hagms  fr«>m  thence  toward  the  norili,  t'l)er(!  were  many  of  these  oxen, 
and  tli.at  heeause  the  country  was  cold,  it  was  evil  inhabited  ; that 
the  host  country  which  they  Itnew,  the  most  jdentifiil,  attd  most  in- 
habited, was  a province  called  Cagas,  b'-'o  liic'  south.  j‘'rom 
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Quigautc  to  Colujoa  may  be  forty  leagues.  This  town  of  Colujoa 
stood  at  the  foot  of  a hill,  on  the  bank  of  a mean  river,  of  the  big- 
ness of  CagaSy  the  river  that  passeth  by  Estremadura.  It  was  a fat 
soil  and  so  plentiful  of  maize,  that  they  cast  out  the  old,  to  bring  in 
the  nev/.  There  was  also  great  plenty  of  French  beaus  and  pompions. 
The  French  beans  were  greater,  and  better  than  those  of  Sjxiin,  and 
likewise  the  pompions,  and  being  roasted,  they  have  almost  the 
taste  of  chestnuts.  The  Cacique  of  Colvjoa  gave  a guide  to  Cay  as, 
and  stayed  behind  in  his  own  town.  V>T  traveled  five  days,  and 
came  to  the  province  of  Faliscma.  The  house  of  the  cackjue  was 
found  covered  with  deers’  skins,  of  divers  colors  and  works  drawn  in 
them,  and  with  the  same  in  manner  of  carpets  was  the  ground  of  the 
house  covered.  The  cacique  left  it  so,  that  the  Governor  might  lodge  in 
it,  in  token  that  he  sought  peace  and  his  friendship.  But  he  durst  not 
tarry  his  coming.  The  Governor,  seeing  he  had  absented  himself, 
sent  a captain  with  horsemen  and  footmen  to  seek  him.  lie  found 
much  people,  but  by  reason  of  the  roughness  of  the  country,  he  took 
none  save  a few  wnmen  and  children.  The  town  W’as  little  and  scat- 
tering, and  had  very  little  maize.  For  \vhich  cause  the  Governor 
speedily  departed  from  thence.  He  came  to  another  town  called 
Tatalicoya ; ho  carried  with  him  the  cacique  thereof,  which  guided 
him  to  Cayas.  From  Tatalicoya  are  four  days’  journey  to  Cayas. 
When  he  came  to  Cayas,  and  saw  the  town  scattered,  he  thought 
tliey  had  told  him  a lie,  and  that  it  was  not  the  province  of  Cayas, 
because  they  had  informed  him  that  it  was  well  inhabited.  He 
threatened  the  cacique,  charging  liim  to  tell  him  w here  he  was  : and 
he  and  other  Indians  Avhich  were  taken  near  tibout  that  place,  affirmed 
that  this  was  the  town  of  Cayas,  and  the  best  that  w^os  in  that  coun- 
try, and  that  though  the  houses  were  distant  the  one  from  the  other, 
yet  the  ground  that  wais  inhabited  was  great,  and  that  there  was  great 
store  of  peojile,  and  many  fields  of  maize.  This  towm  was  called 
Tanico  ; he  pitched  his  camp  in  the  best  part  of  it,  near  unto  a river. 
The  same  day  that  tlic  Governor  came  thither,  he  went  a league  far- 
ther with  certain  liorsemen,  and  without  fiiding  any  people,  he  found 
many  skins  in  a pathway,  which  tlie  cacique  liad  left  there,  that  they 
might  be  found,  in  token  of  }>eacc.  For  so  is  the  custom  in  that 
country. 

The  Governor  rested  a montl!  in  the  province  of  Cayas.  In  wdiicli 
time  the  liorscs  fattened  and  thrived  more,  than  in  otln'r  places  in  a 
longer  time,  with  the  great  plenty  of  maize  and  the  leaves  thereof, 
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■NV'liicli  I think  was  tlio  ])cst  that  has  been  seen,  and  they  drank  of  a 
lake  of  very  hot  water,  and  somewhat  brackish,  and  they  drank  so 
much,  that  it  swelled  in  their  bellies  wlicn  they  brought  them  from 
the  watering.  Until  that  time  the  Christians  wanted  salt,  and  there 
they  made  good  store,  which  they  carried  along  with  them.  The 
Indians  do  carry  it  to  other  places  to  exchange  it  for  skins  and  mantles.. 
The}”  make  it  along  the  river,  which  when  it  ebbeth,  leaveth  it  upon 
the  upper  part  of  the  sand.  And  because  they  cannot  make  it,  with- 
out much  sand  mingled  with  it,  they  throw  it  into  certain  baskets 
which  they  have  for  that  purpose,  broad  at  the  mouth  and  narrow  at 
the  bottom,  and  set  it  in  the  air  upon  a bar,  and  throw  water  into  it, 
and  set  a small  vessel  under  it,  wherein  it  falleth : Being  strained  and 
set  to  boil  upon  the  fire,  when  the  water  is  sodden  away,  the  salt 
remaineth  in  the  bottom  of  the  pan.  On  both  sides  of  tbe  river  the 
country  was  full  of  sown  fields,  and  there  was  store  of  maize.  The 
Indians  durst  not  come  over  where  we  were;  and  when  some  of  tlieni 
showed  tliemselves,  the  soldiers  that  saw  them  called  unto  them  ; then 
the  Indians  passed  the  river,  and  came  with  them  where  the  Governor 
was.  He  asked  them  for  the  cacique.  They  said  that  he  reniained  quiet, 
but  that  he  durst  not  show  himself.  The  Governor  presently  sent 
him  word,  that  he  should  come  unto  him,  and  bring  him  a guide  and 
an  interpreter  for  his  journey,  if  ho  made  account  of  his  friendship  : 
and  if  he  did  not  so,  he  would  come  himself  to  seek  him,  and  that  it 
would  be  tlic  worse  for  him.  He  waited  three  days,  and  seeing  he 
came  not,  he  went  to  seek  him,  and  brought  him  prisoner  with  150  of 
bis  men.  lie  asked  him,  whether  he  had  notice  of  any  great  cacique, 
and  which  way  the  country  was  best  inhabited.  He  answered,  that 
tlie  best  country  thereabout  was  a province  toward  the  soutli,  a day 
and  a half’s  journey,  which  was  called  Tidki]  and  that  he  could  give 
him  a guide,  but  no  interpreter,  because  tlic  speech  of  that  camntry 
was  difi'erent  from  his,  and  because  he  and  Ids  ancestors  had  always 
wars  V ilh  the  lords  of  that  province  ; therefore  they  had  no  commerce, 
nor  understood  one  another’s  language.  Immediatelv  tlie  Governor 
with  C'jrlaiu  liorsemeii,  and  fifty  footmen,  departed  towards  Tidla^  to 
see  if  the  couutr3'  were  such,  as  he  might  pass  through  it  with  all  his 
conq'any  ; ;md  as  soon  as  lu;  arrived  there,  and  was  ('spied  of  the 
Indians,  tlie  country  gathered  togtdher, and  as  soon  as  fifteen  and  twenty 
Indians  could  asscmMc  themselves,  they  set  u]K)n  the  Ghristians:  and 
seeing  that  th('\'  did  handle  tliem  shrewtlly,  and  that  the  horsemen 
overtook  them  when  they  tied,  they  got  iq)  into  the  tops  of  their  houses. 
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and  sought  to  defend  themselves  with  their  arrows:  and  being  beaten 
down  from  one,  they  got  up  upon  aiiotiier.  And  w'hile  our  men  pur- 
sued some,  others  set  upon  them  another  way.  Tims  the  shirmish 
lasted  so  long,  that  the  horses  w'ere  tired,  and  they  could  not  make 
them  run.  The  Indians  killed  there  one  liorse,  and  some  were  hurt. 
There  were  fifteen  Indians  slain  there,  and  forty  women  and  boys  were 
taken  prisoners.  For  wliatsocver  Indian  did  sboot  at  them,  if  they 
could  come  by  him,  they  put  him  to  tlio  sword.  The  Governor 
determined  to  return  tov.nird  Ctv/as,  before  the  Indiams  had  time  to 
gatlier  a head;  and  prcsentl}^  that  evening,  going  part  of  the  night  to 
leave  Tuila^  he  lodged  by  tlie  way,  and  the  next  day  came  to  Cayas: 
and  vfithin  three  days  after  he  departed  thence  towards  Tidla  with  all 
Ills  company.  lie  carried  the  caciijue  along  with  him,  and  among  all 
his  men,  there  wais  not  one  found  that  could  understand  the  speech  of 
Tidla.  He  stayed  three  days  by  the  vra}^,  and  the  day  that  he  came 
thither,  he  found  the  town  abandoned  : for  the  Indians  durst  not  tarry 
liis  coming.  But  as  soon  as  they  knew  that  tlie  Governor  was  in 
Tudkiy  the  first  night  about  the  morning  watch,  they  came  in  two 
S(juadi'ons  two  several  ways,  with  their  hows  and  arrows,  and  long 
staves  like  pikes.  As  soon  as  they  ^s'ere  descried,  both  horse  and  foot 
sallied  out  upon  them,  where  many  of  iho  Indians  wore  vslain:  and 
some  Christians  and  horses  were  hurt.  Some  of  the  Indians  were 
taken  prisoners,  whereof  the  Governor  .sent  six  to  the  cacit<ue,  w'ith 
their  right  hands  and  noses  cut  oil' : and  sent  him  word,  that  if  he 
came  not  to  him  to  excuse  and  submit  himself,  that  he  wmuld  come  to 
seek  him,  and  that  he  would  do  the  like  to  him,  and  as  mau}"  of  his 
as  he  could  find,  as  he  had  done  to  those  which  he  had  sent  him  : and 
gave  him  three  days'  I’cspite  for  to  come.  And  this  he  gave  them  to 
undc}-stand  by  sigms,  as  wmll  as  be  could,  for  there  was  no  interpreter. 
At  the  three  days’  end,  there  came  an  Indian  laden  with,  ox  hides. 
He  came  weeping  with  great  sobig  and  coming  to  tlie  Governor  cast 
himself  down  at  his  feet.  He  took  him  up,  and  he  made  a speech,  but 
there  was  none  that  understood  bum.  Tlie  Governor  by  signs  com- 
manded him  to  return  to  the  cacique,  a.nd  to  will  him  to  scud  him  an 
inteiqiretcr,  whieli  cbuld  vmilcr>tand  the  men  of  Caya^.  The  next 
day  came  tlirce  Indians  hulen  with  ox  liides  : and  within  three  days 
alter  e;uue  fiO  Indian.^  and  among  tiu  in  one  that'  understood  them  of 
Cayas;  who,  after  a.  long  (uation  of  excuses  of  the  eaeiipic,  and  jiraiscs 
of  the  (Joveiiior,  concluded  with  this,  tliai  he  and  the  other  were  come 
tliiilier  on  tlie  caciijue’s  belialf,  to  see  what  his  hnalship  would  com- 
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mand  him  to  do^  for  be  was  ready  at  liis  coiimiandment.  The  Governor 
and  all  Lis  company  were  very  glad.  For  in  nowise  could  they  travel 
without  an  interpreter.  The  Governor  commanded  liim  to  he  kepi 
safe,  and  hade  liiin  tell  the  men  that  came  with  liim,  that  they  should 
return  to  the  caciejue,  and  signify  unto  liim,  that  he  pardoned  hii>ifor 
that  wliieh  was  past,  and  thanked  him  mueli  for  Iiis  presents  and 
interpreter,  vrliich  he  had  sent  him,  and  tliai  lie  would  be  glad  to  see 
him,  and  that  he  sliould  come  tire  next  da}'  to  talk  with  him.  After 
three  days,  the  cacique  came,  and  eighty  Indians  rvirh  him  3 and  jiims-df 
and  his  men  came  weeping  into  the  camp,  in  tok'cn  of  ohe'ji(.mcc  ami 
repentance  for  the  error  passed,  after  the  manner  of  tliat  couirtry. 
lie  brought  a present  of  many  ox  hides:  wliioh,  because  the  country 
was  cold,  vrere  ver}"  proiitable,  and  served  for  coverlets,  l»ec-inse  t]i>_y 
were  very  soft,  and  wmoled  lilve  sheep.  Not  far  from  tlience  t..*v-ar<i 
the  north  were  man}^  oxen.  The  Christians  sau'  tiic.'n  not,  nor  mme 
into  the  country  wdiere  they  were,  because  those  jtarts  were  evil  ii)li.i]-i*<‘<i . 
and  had  .small  store  of  maize  w'hcre  tliey  \vero  bred.  The  Caeiijuc  of 
Tidla  made  an  oration  to  the  G overnor,  v; herein  he  excused  himsi’lf.  r.nfi 
ohered  him  Ids  country,  subjects,  and  person.  As  well  this  caeique 
as  the  others,  and  all  those  v.diicli  came  to  the  Governor  011  tlu  ir 
behalf,  delivered  tlieir  message  or  speech,  in  so  good  order,  that  no 
orator  could,  utter  the  same  more  eloquently. 

The  Govei'nor  informed  himself  of  all  tlie  countr}-  round  about ; and 
understood,  lliat  tow'ard  the  west  was  a scattered  dwelling,  and  ihat 
toward  the  soullicast  were  groat  towns,  espoeiall}'  in  a proviiioc  L-alled 
Axitlamqo.Cy  ten  days’  joimiey  from  Tidla;  wliieh  miglit  be  about  eighty 
leagues  ; and  that  it  was  a plentiful  coimtiy  of  maize.  Aviul  lumm.-v 
winter  came  on,  and  that  they  could  not  tnivcl  t\vo  or  three  moutl-v 
in  the  year  for  cold,  waters,  and  snow  : and  fearing,  that  if  thf.-y 
stay  so  long  iii  the  scattered  dvrclliug,  they  could  mu  ho  .'•n.''ta::Kd  : 
and  also  because  the  Indians  said,  that  near  to  A vtunnijur  was  a urrai 
Water,  aiid  according  to  their  relation,  tliC  Governor  thought  it  w.i'« 
some  arm  of  the  sea:  and  lieeausc  lie  now  <]esiiv(l  t(>  .>.end  ni'Ws  ot 
liimselr  (o  ('i)ha^  that  seme  smijdy  (>f  nu.m  and  h<-r.a>.s  might  1 n.l 

unto  him  (!<ir  it  was  :dx.)ut  tin’oe  years  .--i nee  iJ'.nua  vrhieh 

was  in  or  any  <''(]ier  jaT.'iin  in  (Tuh-'a'udnm  had  heard  of  liim. 

and  by  t'  f tinm  lie  had  lo.-t  Ihb'  nn-n,  and  IhO  hor.-os),  he  determimal 
to  v,  ii)!'  r in  . \ uiiaat'jv.i;  ami  tlie  next  spring  to  go  to  (lio  sea  coast  am.) 
make  two  L; Ig.ititine.^,  and  .•■vni!  uiie  of  tliem  to  Caha,  and  tlic  other 
to  Xiifin,  Kj>fi!>ita^  that  tljal.  whiclj  went  in  safety,  miglit  gi\e  neu’s 


' 


i 

i 

\ 

A 

i 

I 

t 


' ’ ,i 


182 


mSTORICAL  COLI,ECTIONS  OF  LOUISIANA. 


of  him : hoping  with  the  goods  which  he  had  in  Cula)  to  furnish  him- 
self again,  and  to  attempt  the  discovery  and  conquest  toward  the  w^est; 
for  he  had  not  yet  come  where  Cahcca  de  Vaca  had  been.  Thus 
having  sent  away  the  two  caciques  of  Cai/as  and  Tulla,  he  took  his 
journey  toward  Autiamque:  he  traveled  live  days  over  rough  moun- 
tains, and  came  to  a town  called  Quipana,  where  no  Indians  could  bo 
taken  for  the  roughness  of  the  country  : and  the  town  being  between 
hills,  there  was  an  ambush  laid,  wherewith  they  took  two  Indians; 
which  told  them,  that  Autiainque  was  six  days’  journey  from  thence, 
and  that  there  was  another  province  toward  tlie  south,  eight  days' 
journey  off,  plentiful  of  maize,  and  very  well  peopled,  which  waas  called 
Gualiate.  But  because  Autianique  was  nearer,  and  the  most  of  the 
Indians  agreed  of  it,  the  Governor  made  his  journey  that  way.  In 
three  daj^she  came  to  a town  called  Anoixi.  He  sent  a captain  before 
■svith  thirty  horsemen  and  fifty  footmen,  and  took  the  Indians  careless; 
he  took  many  men  and  women  prisoners.  Within  two  days  after  the 
Governor  came  to  another  town  called  Catama^a,  and  lodged  in  the 
fields  of  the  town.  Two  Indians  came  with  a false  message  from  the 
cacique  to  kno\v  his  determination.  He  bade  them  tell  their  lord,  that 
he  should  come  and  speak  with  him.  The  Indians  returned  and  came 
no  more,  nor  any  other  message  from  the  cacique.  The  next  day  the 
Christians  went  to  the  town,  which  was  without  people  : thej^  took  as 
much  maize  as  they  needed.  That  day  they  lodged  in  a wood,  and 
the  next  day  they  came  to  Autiamque.  They  found  much  maize  laid 
up  in  store,  and  French  beans,  and  walnuts,  and  prunes,  great  store 
of  all  sorts.  They  took  some  I-ndians  which  were  gathering  together 
the  stuff  which  their  wives  had  hidden.  This  was  a champaign  country, 
and  well  inhabited.  The  Governor  lodged  in  the  best  part  of  the 
town,  and  commanded  presently  to  make  a fence  of  timber  round  about 
the  camp  distant  from  the  houses,  that  the  Indians  might  not  hurt 
them  without  by  fire.  And  measuring  the  ground  by  })accs,  he 
appointed  every  one  liis  part  to  do  according  to  the  number  of  Indians 
which  he  had:  pro.^ently  the  timln-r  was  brought  by  them  ; and  in 
three  days  there  was  an  inclosure  made  of  very  high  and  thick  posts 
thrust  into  the  ground,  and  many  rails  laid  across.  Hard  by  this 
town  passed  a river,  that  came  out  of  the  province  of  Capa.< ; ami 
above  and  beneath  it  was  very  well  j'leopled.  d'hither  came  Indians 
on  the  caci<|ue’s  bdialf  with  a ))resent  of  mantles  and  skins  ; and  an 
halting  caGque,  subject  to  tlie  lord  nf  Aufianiijur^  lord  of  a town  called 
TicliqnaquoyC-dMM.'  many  times  to  vi-it  tlui  Governor,  and  to  bring  him 
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presents  of  such  as  he  had.  The  Cacique  of  Autiamque  sent  to  know 
of  the  Governor,  how  long  time  ho  meant  to  stay  in  his  country  ? 
And  understanding  that  he  meant  to  stay  about  three  da}'S,  he  never 
sent  any  more  Indians,  nor  any  other  message,  but  conspired  with  the 
lame  cacique  to  rebel.  Divers  inroads  were  made,  wherein  there  were 
many  men  and  women  taken,  and  the  lame  cacique  among  the  re.st. 
The  Governor  respecting  the  services  wliich  he  had  received  of  him, 
reprehended  and  admonished  him,  and  set  him  at  liberfr’',  and  gave 
him  two  Indians  to  carry  him  in  a chair  upon  their  shoulders.  The 
Cacique  oi  Autiamque  desiring  to  thrust  the  Governor  out  of  his  country, 
set  spies  over  him.  And  an  Indian  coming  one  night  to  the  gate  of 
the  inelosure,  a soldier  that  watched  espied  him,  and  stepping  behind 
the  gate,  as  he  came  in,  he  gave  him  such  a thrust,  that  he  fell  doAvn; 
and  so  he  carried  him  to  the  Governor:  and  as  he  asked  him  wliere- 
fore  he  came,  not  being  able  to  speak,  he  fell  down  dead.  The  night 
following  the  Governor  commanded  a soldier  to  give  the  alarm,  and 
to  say  that  lie  had  seen  Indians,  to  see  how  ready  they  Avould  be  to 
answer  tlic  alarm.  And  he  did  so  sometimes  as  well  there,  as  in  otlicr 
places,  Avhen  he  thought  that  his  men  were  careless,  and  )-eprchended 
such  as  were  slack.  And  as  well  for  this  cause,  as  in  regard  of  doing 
their  duty,  when  the  alarm  was  given,  every  one  sought  to  be  the 
first  tliat  should  ansAver.  They  staid  in  Avitamque  three  months,  Acith 
great  plenty  of  maize,  French  beans,' Avaliiuts,  prunes,  and  conies: 
Avhich  until  that  time  they  ImcAV  not  hoAv  to  catch.  And  in  Autlaimjuc 
the  Indians  taught  them  Iioav  to  take  them  ; Aciiich  was,  Avith  great 
springs,  Avhich  lifted  up  their  feet  from  the  ground:  and  the  snare 
Avas  made  Avitli  a strong  string,  AvhcreuDto  AAvas  fastened  a kmot  of 
a cane,  Avliich  ran  close  about  the  neck  of  the  cony,  because  they 
sbould  not  gmiAv  the  string.  They  took  many  in  the  fields  of  maize, 
csitei-ially  when  it  froze  or  snovred.  The  Christaiiis  stayed  tlicre  one 
Avhplc  month  so  inclosed  Avith  snow,  that  they  Avent  not  out  of  the 
town:  and  avIicu  they  Avanted  fircAvood,  the  Govomor  Avith  hi.-^  liorsc- 
nien  going  and  coming  maipy  times  to  tbo  Avood,  Avhich  Avas  two  cross- 
bow sliotsirom  the  tOAvn,  made  a.  patliAvay,  aa hereby  the  fi*  ili'ncu  Avent 
lor  wood.’  In  this  mean  space,  some  Indians  Avliicb  Avciit  loose,  killcAl 
many  conics  Avitli  tlieir  gyves,  and  Avitli  arrows.  These  conics  Avere 
of  two  sorts,  some  Avere  like  lliose  of  A/'.oA,  and  the  otlier  of  the 
same  color  and  fasbioiq  and  as  big  as  groat  bares,  longer,  and  having 
gi'oatcr  loins. 

Upon  Monday  tlie  Olh  of  Marcli,  Uj  12,  the  Governor  dcptartcil  from 
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Autlarnque  to  seek  Kilco,  wliicli  tlie  Indians  said  was  near  the  great 
river,  with  determination  to  come  to  tlie  sea,  and  procure  some  succor 
of  men  and  horses;  for  he  had  now  hut  three  hundred  men  x)f  war, 
and  forty  hoi*ses,  and  some  of  them  lame,  which  did  nothing  but  help 
to  make  up  the  number ; and  for  want  of  iron  they  had  gone  above  a 
year  unshod;  and  because  they  were  used  to  it  in  the  plain  country, 
it  did  them  no  great  harm.  John  Ortiz  died  in  Autiaraquc^  which 
grieved  the  Governor  very  much;  because  that  without  an  interpreter 
ho  feared  to  enter  far  into  the  land,  where  he  might  be  lost.  From 
tlicnceforward  a youth  that  was  taken  in  Cutifachiqui  did  serve  for 
interpreter,  which  liad  by  that  time  learned  somewhat  of  the  Chris- 
tians’ language.  The  death  of  John  Ortiz  was  so  great  a mischief 
for  the  discovering  inward,  or  going  out  of  the  land,  that  to  learn  of 
the  Indians,  that  which  in  four  vrords  he  declared,  they  needed  a 
whole  day  with  the  youth ; and  most  commonly  he  understood  quite 
contrary  that  which  was  asked  him;  whereby  it  often  happened  that 
the  way  that  they  went  ojie  day,  and  sometimes  tvfo  or  three  days, 
they  turned  back,  and  went  astray  through  the  wood  here  and  there. 
The  Governor  spent  ten  days  in  traveling  from  Auiiamque  to  a pro- 
vince called  Ay  ay?,;  and  came  to  a town  that  stood  near  the  river 
that  passeth  by  Cay  a?  and  Autianique.  There  he  commanded  a 
barge  to  be  made,  wherewith  he  passed  the  river.  When  he  had 
passed  the  river  there  fell  out  such  weather,  tluit  four  days  he  could 
not  travel  for  snovr.  As  soon  as  it  gave  over  snowing,  he  went  three 
days’  journey  tlirough  a Avildcrness,  and  a country  so  Ioaa’,  and  so  full 
of  lakes  and  evil  Avays,  that  he  traveled  a Avliole  day  in  Avater,  some- 
times knee  deep,  sometimes  to  the  stirrup,  and  sometimes  they  swam. 
He  came  to  a toAVU  called  TntJjnnco,  alxuidoned,  and  AA'ithout  maize. 
There  passed  by  it  a lake,  that  entered  into  the  riA’er,  AA'liich  carried  a 
great  stream  and  force  of  Avater.  Five  Christians  passing  over  it  in  a 
periagua,  AA’hich  tlic  Governor  liad  sent  Avitli  a captain,  the  periagua 
OATi’set.  Some  took  liold  on  i(,  sumo  on  the  trees  that  were  in  the 
lake.  One  Francis  Sebastian,  an  honest  man  of  ViUa  nova  tie  Barca 
7iV>A7jWas  droAvnod  there.  The  Governor  Avent  a A\hole  day  along  tlie 
lake,  seeking  passage,  and  could  tinrl  iioiio,  nor  any  Avay  that  did  pass 
to  (he  other  side.  Goming  again  at  night  to  the  toAvn  he  found  tAA’O 
})eaceablc  liidiajis,  Avhicli  shoAved  him  (he  pu'-sage,  and  wliieh  Avay  he 
AA'as  to  go.  There  they  made  of  cancs  and  of  the  timber  of  houses 
thalelicd  Avilli  eauo,  rafts,  AvliereAA'itli  tliey  ]>a.ssed  tlie  lake.  ^.I'hey 
traveled  tliree  days,  and  came  to  a tOAU\  of  the  territory  of  Xilco, 
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called  Tianto.  There  they  took  tliij  ty  Indians,  and  among  them  two 
principal  men  of  this  town.  The  Governor  sent  a captain,  ^yith  horse- 
men and  footmen,  before  to  i\7/eo,  because  the  Indians  might  have  no 
time  to  carry  away  the  provision,  llicy  passed  through  three  or  four 
great  towns;  and  in  the  town  where  the  cacique  was  resident,  'which  was 
two  leagues  from  the  place  where  the  Governor  remained,  they  found 
many  Indians  with  their  bows  and  arrows,  in  manner  as  though  they 
would  have  stayed  to  fight,  which  did  compass  the  town;  and  as  soon 
as  they  saw  the  Christians  come  near  them,  without  nilsdouhting 
them,  they  set  tlie  cacique’s  house  on  fire,  and  fled  over  a lake  that 
passed  nctir  the  town,  through  vrhich  the  horses  could  not  pass.  The 
next  day  being  Wednesday,  the  29th  of  March,  the  Governor  came 
to  Kllco;  he  lodged  with  all  his  men  in  the  cacique’s  town,  which 
stood  in  a plain  field,  vdiich  was  inhalhtcd  for  the  space  of  a quarter 
of  a league:  and  within  a league  and  half  a league  were  other  very 
great  towns,  yvherein  wvas  great  store  of  maize,  of  ITench  beans,  of 
malnuts,  and  prunes.  Tliis  'sras  the  best  inhabited  conntry  that  Avas 
seen  in  Florida^  and  had  most  store  of  maize,  except  Coca  and 
lache.  There  came  to  the  camp  an  Indian  accompanied  with  others, 
and  in  the  cacique’s  name  gave  the  Governor  a mantle  of  martens’ 
skins,  and  a cordon  of  pearls.  Tlie  Governor  gave  him  a few  small 
margarites,  v^diicli  are  certain  beads  much  esteemed  in  Peru,  and  other 
things,  whereAvith  he  Avas  Amry  aatII  contented.  He  promised  to  re- 
turn Avithin  tAvo  days,  but  noA'cr  came  again : hut  on  the  contrary  the 
Indians  came  h}^  night  in  canoes,  and  carried  aAvay  all  tlie  maize  tliey 
could,  and  made  tliem  cabins  on  tl:e  otlier  side  of  the  river  in  the 
tliickcst  of  the  Avood,  because  they  might  flee  if  Ave  siiould  go  to  scede 
them.  Tlie  Governor,  seeing  he  came  not  at  the  tiinc  appointed,  com- 
manded an  amhiisli  to  be  laid  about  certain  store-houses  near  ihe 
lake,  Avliither  tlm  Indians  came  for  maize:  where  they  took  two  In- 
dians, Avlio  told  tlie  Governor,  tliat  ho  Avhich  came  to  vi.sit  Isim,  v.as 
not  the  cacique,  but  was  sent  by  him  under  pretence  to  spy  Avlicthcr 
the  Chri.-^tians  Avere  carelcs.s,  and  Avlietlicr  tliey  dclcrmiiicd  to  settle 
in  that  country  or  to  go  foi'Avard.  Presently  the  Governor  sent  a captain 
Avith  footmen  and  housemen  over  the  river;  and  in  their  ]':issage  they 
Avcrc  descrnnl  of  tlie  Indians,  and  therefore  he  could  talce  ]>ut  ten  oi 
twelve  .men  and  Avonien,  Avitli  Avhom  he  returned  to  the  camp.  Tlii.s 
river,  Avhieh  pa.^sed  by  j\ilco,  was  that  A\hieh  }»assed  by  (mws  and 
Au(iam<jac,  and  foil  into  Jiio  Crandr,  or  the  Great  ] liver,  Avhioh 
]>assod  ]^y  and  ..'I ry?//.ro  near  unt')  the  province  of  {xuachoyi : 

and  the  lord  thereof  eume  up  the  river  in  canoes  to  make  Avar  with 
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Jlim  of  Kilco.  On  liis  bebalf  there  came  an  Indian  to  the  Governor 
and  Cviid  unto  hinij  tliat  he  '^vas  his  servant,  and  prayed  him  so  to 
liold  him,  and  that  ^vithin  two  days  he  would  come  to  hiss  his  lord- 
sliip’s  liands:  and  at  the  time  appointed  he  came  with  some  of  his 
principal  Indians,  which  accompanied  liim,  and  with  words  of  great 
ofiers  and  courtesy  lie  gave  the  Governor  a present  of  many  mantles 
and  deers’  shins.  The  Governor  gave  him  some  other  things  in  re- 
compense, and  honored  Iiim  much.  He  ashed  him  what  toiams  there 
were  down  the  river  ? He  answered  that  lie  hnew  none  other  hut  his 
own  : and  on  the  otlier  side  of  the  river  the  province  of  a cacique  called 
Qufr/alla.  So  he  tooh  his  leave  of  the  Governor  and  went  to  his  own 
town,  AVithin  a few  da}'s  the  Governor  determined  to  go  to  Guaclwyay 
to  learn  there  whether  the  sea  were  near,  or  whether  tlierc  were  any 
habitation  near,  where  he  might  relieve  his  company,  wdiile  the 
brigantines  vrere  making,  which,  he  meant  to  send  to  the  land  of  the 
Christians.  As  he  passed  the  river  of  AdYco,  there  came  in  canoes 
Indians  of  Guaclioija  up  the  stream,  and  wlien  they  saw  liim,  sup- 
posing that  he  came  to  seek  them  to  do  them  some  hurt,  they  re- 
turned down  the  river,  and  informed  the  cacique  thereof : Avho  with 
all  his  people,  spoiling  the  town  of  all  that  they  could  carry  away, 
passed  that  night  over  to  the  other  side  of  the  JUo  Grandcy  or  the 
Great  lliver.  The  Governor  sent  a captain  wdth  tifH  men  in  six 
canoes  down  the  river,  and  went  himself  by  land  v/ith  the  rest : he 
came  to  Giiaclioya  upon  Sunday,  the  17th  of  April:  he  lodged 
in  the  town  of  the  cacique,  Avhich  was  enclosed  about,  and  seated  a 
crossboAv  shot  distant  from  the  river.  Here  the  river  is  called  Tama- 
Uscuy  and  in  Nilco  TapatUy  and  in  fh-pa  MicOy  and  in  the  port  or 
moutli  JU. 

As  soon  as  the  Governor  came  to  Gnorhoydy  he  sent  John  Danusco 
with  as  many  men  as  couM  go  in  the  canoes  up  the  river.  For  when 
they  came  down  from  AkVeo,  tliey  saAv  on  the  other  side  of  the  river 
new  cabins  made.  John  JJanusco  went  and  brought  tlie  canoes  laden 
with  maize,  j'rench  beans,  prunes,  and  many  loaves  made  of  the  sub- 
stance of  prunes.  That  day  came  an  Indian  to  the  Governor  from 
the  Cacitjuo  of  Guavlnn/a,  and  said  that  his  lord  would  come  the  next 
day.  They  next  day  they  .'-aw  many  canoes  come  up  the  river,  and 
on  tlie  Ollier  side  ot  the  tJreat  Kiver  they  assembled  together  in  the 
s}iace  of  an  hour:  tluy  consulfi'd  whether  timy  should  come  or  not; 
and  at  length  eoneluded  to  come,  and  crossed  the  river.  In  them 
came  the  Cacique  of  (Joichoya,  and  1,'rought  Avith  him  many  Indians, 
witli  great  stoic  oi'  dogs,  deers’  skins,  and  mantlc.s  : and  :is  soon  as 
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tliey  landed,  they  ^Tcnt  to  tlie  lodging  of  tlic  Governor,  and  presented 
him  their  gifts,  and  tlic  cacique  uttered  these  words  : — 

lUighty  and  excellent  lord,  I bcsecc-h  yo\ir  lordship  to  pardon  me 
the  error  which  I committed  in  absenting  myself,  and  not  tarrying  in 
this  town  to  have  received  and  served  your  lordship;  since,  to  obtain 
this  opportunity  of  time,  vras,  and  is  as  much  as  a great  victory  tome. 
Jjut  1 feared  tliat  which  I needed  not  to  have  feared,  and  so  did  that 
which  was  not  reason  to  do.  But  as  haste  mahetli  vraste,  and  I re- 
moved without  deliberation;  so,  as  soon  as  I thought  on  it,  I deter- 
mined not  to  follow  the  opinion  of  tlio  foolish,  which  is  to  continue  in 
their  error;  but  to  imitate  the  wise  and  discreet,  in  changing  my  coun- 
sel, and  so  1 came  to  sec  what  your  lordship  will  command  me  to  do, 
that  I may  serve  you  in  all  things  that  fire  in  my  power. 

Tlje  Governor  received  him  with  mucli  joy,  and  gave  him  thanks 
for  his  present  and  offer.  lie  asked  him,  v/hether  he  had  any  notice 
of  the  sea.  He  answered  no,  nor  of  any  towns  down  the  river  on 
that  side;  save  that  two  leagues  from  thence  was  one  town  of  a prin- 
cipal Indian,  a subject  of  his;  and  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  three 
days’  journey  from  thence  down  the  river,  was  the  province  of  Qui~ 
gaJla,  which  was  the  greatest  lord  that  vras  in  that  country!  The 
Governor  tliought  that  the  cacique  lied  unto  him,  to  rid  him  out  of 
his  own  towns,  and  sent  John  .Danusco  wdth  eight  horsemen  down  the 
river,  to  see  wliat  habitation  there  was,  and  to  inform  liimself,  if  there 
wmre  an^'  notice  of  tlie  sea.  He  traveled  eight  days,  and  at  his  re- 
turn lie  said,  that  in  all  that  time  he  was  not  able  to  go  above  fourteen 
or  fifteen  league.'^,  because  of  the  great  creeks  that  came  out  of  the 
river,  and  groves  of  canes,  and  thick  "woods  that  were  along  the  banks 
of  the  river,  and  that  he  had  found  no  habitation.  The  Governor 
fell  into  great  dumps  to  see  how  hard  it  was  to  get  to  the  sea;  and 
worse,  because  his  men  and  horses  every  day  diminished,  being  wltli- 
out  ^juceor  to  sustain  themselves  in  the  country:  and  with  tliat  thought 
he  fell  sick.  But  heforc  he  took  his  bed  he  sent  an  Indian  to  the 
Cacique  of  Quiijalkt  to  tell  him,  that  he  was  the  child  of  (lie  suu,  and 
that  all  the  wa}*  that  he  came  all  men  olwycd  and  served  him,  that 
lie  requested  him  to  accept  of  his  frieiidshl]g  and  come  unto  him;  for 
he  would  l.'C  vm-y  glad  to  sec  him;  and  iu  sign  of  love  and  obedience 
to  Iniiig  something  with  him  of  that  whieh  in  his  country  was  most 
osti'cmed.  The  cacique  answiu'cd  h}^  the  same  Indian: 

That  whereas  he  said  he  was  the  child  of  the  sun,  if  lie  would 
di'3  up  the  river  ho  would  l>elieve  him:  and  touching  the  rest,  tliat  I'.o 
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was  wont  to  visit  none;  but  rather  tiiat  all  those  of  whom  he  had 
notice  did  visit  him,  served,  obeyed,  and  paid  liim  tributes  vdllingly 
or  perforce  : therefore,  if  he  desired  to  sec  him,  it  were  best  he  should 
come  tliither:  that  if  he  came  in  peace,  he  would  receive  him  vrith 
special  good  will;  and  if  in  war,  in  like  manner  he  would  attend  him 
in  the  town  where  he  was,  and  that  for  him  or  any  other  he  would 
not  shrink  one  foot  back. 

By  that  time  the  Indian  returned  with  this  answer,  the  Governor 
had  betaken  himself  to  bed,  being  evil  handled  with  fevers,  and  was 
much  aggrieved  that  he  was  not  in  case  to  pass  presently  the  river 
and  to  seek  him,  to  see  if  he  could  abate  that  pride  of  his,  consider- 
ing the  river  went  now  very  strongly  in  those  parts;  for  it  was  near 
half  a league  broad,  and  sixteen  fathoms  deep,  and  very  furious,  and 
ran  with  a great  current;  and  on  both  sides  there  were  many  Indians, 
and  Ids  power  was  not  now  so  great,  but  that  he  had  need  to  help 
himself  rather  by  slights  tlian  by  force.  The  Indians  of  Guachoya 
came  every  day  with  fisli  in  such  numbci’S,  that  the  town  was  full  of 
them.  The  cacic|ue  said,  that  on  a certain  night  he  of  Quigalia 
would  come  to  give  battle  to  the  Governor.  'Which  the  Governor 
imagined  that  he  had  devised,  to  drive  liim  out  of  his  country,  and 
commanded  him  to  be  put  in  hold : and  tliat  night  and  all  the  rest, 
there  veas  good  watch  kept.  He  asked  1dm  wlierefore  Quigalta  came 
not  ? He  said  that  lie  came,  but  that  he  saw  him  prepared,  and 
therefore  durst  not  give  the  attempt:  and  he  was  earnest  with  him  to 
send  his  captains  over  the  river,  and  that  he  would  aid  him  with  many 
men  to  set  upon  Quigalta.  -The  Governor  told  him  that  as  soon  as 
he  was  recovered,  himself  would  seek  him  out.  And  seeing  how 
many  Indians  came  daily  to  the  town,  and  what  store  of  people  wns 
in  that  country,  fearing  they  should  all  conspire  together  and  plot 
some  treason  against  him ; and  because  the  town  had  some  open  gaps 
which  were  not  made  an  end  of  inclosing,  be.sides  the  gates  which  the}’ 
went  in  and  out  by  : because  the  Indians  should  not  think  he  feared 
them,  he  let  them  all  alone  imre})aired;  and  commanded  the  horse- 
men to  be  appointed  to  them,  and  to  the  gates:  and  all  night  the 
horsemen  went  the  round  ; and  two  and  two  of  eveiy  squadiun  rode 
about,  and'vi.sitcd  the  scouts  that  wore  wilhout  the  town  in  their  stand- 
ings by  the  passage.'?,  and  tlie  cross])owmen  tiiat  kept  tlie  canoes  in 
the  livei-.  And  because  the  Indians  .should  stand  in  fear  of  them,  he 
(letfnnin.  d to  send  a captain  to  AV/co,  for  tho.'fc  of  G aachoyn  h.ad 
told  li.'m  that  it  was  inhabited;  that  by  using  tliem  cruelly,  neither 
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the  one  nor  the  other  should  presume  to  assail  him ; and  he  sent 
JVunez  de  -witli  fifteen  liorsemeii;  and  John  de  Guzman  cap- 

tain of  the  footmen,  \vith  his  company  in  canoes  up  the  river.  The 
Cacique  of  Guacho^a  sent  for  many  canoes  and  manywarlike  Indians 
to  go  wtli  tlie  Christians  ; and  tlie  captain  of  the  Cliristians,  called 
j\hincz  de  To u a r v; cut  by  land  with  his  horsemen,  and  two  leagues 
before  he  came  to  Adico  he  stayed  for  John  dc  Guzman,  and  in  that 
place  they  passed  the  river  by  night : the  horsemen  came  flr.st,  and  m 
the  morning  by  break  of  day  in  sight  of  the  town  the}’’  lighted  upon  a 
spy;  which  as  soon  as  he  perceived  the  Christians,  crying  out  amain 
fled  to  the  town  to  give  warning.  Uunez  de  Touar  and  Ins  com- 
pany made  such  speed,  that  before  the  Indians  of  the  towm  could  fully 
come  out,  they  were  upon  them:  it  was  cliampaign  ground  that  was 
inhabited,  which  was  about  a quarter  of  a league.  There  were  about 
five  or  six  thousand  people  in  the  town  : and,  as  many  people  came 
out  of  the  houses,  and  fled  from  one  house  to  another,  and  many  In- 
dians came  flocking  together  from  all  parts,  there  was  never  a horse- 
man that  was  not  alone  among  many.  The  captain  had  commanded 
that  they  sliould  not  spare  the  life  of  any  male.  Their  disorder  was 
so  great,  that  there  was  no  Indian  that  shot  an  arrow  at  any  Christian. 
The  shrieks  of  women  and  children  were  so  great,  that  the}'  made  the 
ears  deaf  of  those  that  foilo'wmd  them.  There  were  slain  a hnndred 
Indians,  little  more  or  less:  and  many  were  wounded  with  great 
wounds,  whom  they  suffered  to  escape  to  strike  a terror  in  tlie  rest 
that  were  not  there,  inierc  w’ere  some  so  cruel  and  butclierliko,  tliat 
•they  killed  old  and  young,  and  all  that  tlicy  met,  though  they  made 
no  resistance:  and  those  which  presumed  of  themselves  for  tlicir  valor, 
and  wci-c  taken  for  such,  broke  througli  the  Indians,  bearing  down 
many  witli  their  stirrups  and  breasts  of  tlieir  horses ; and  some  they 
wounded  with  their  lances,  and  so  let  them  go:  and  when  they  saw 
any* youth  or  woman  they  took  them,  and  delivered  tlicm  to  tlie  fuot- 
meii.  Tlieso  menfs  sins  by  God’s  permission,  lighted  on  their  own- 
heads  : wlio,  because  they  would  seem  valiant,  became  cruel ; showing 
themselves  extreme  cowards  in  the  sight  of  all  men  when  as  most 
need  of  valur  was  required,  and  afterwards  tliey  came  to  a sliameful 
death.  ()f  tlie  Indians  of -\7/eo  were  taken  prisoners,  fourscore  women 
and  children,  and  mucli  spoil.  The  Indians  of  G uachoya  kept  back 
before  they  came  at  the  town,  and  stayed  without,  beholding  the  .suc- 
cess of  the  Chik'^tians  with  the  men  of  Xilco.  And  when  they  saw 
them  pul  to  flight,  and  the  horsemen  busy  in  killing  of  tlic]ii,  they 
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hastened  to  tbe  houses  to  rob,  and  filled  their  canoes  with  the  spoil 
of  the  goods;  and  returned  to  CnaclLoi/a  before  the  Christians;  and 
wondering  much  at  the  sharp  dealing  which  they  bad  seen  them  use 
toward  the  Indians  of  Kilco,  they  told  their  cacique  all  that  had  passed 
with  great  astonishment. 

The  Governor  felt  in  liimsclf  that  the  hour  approached  wherein  he 
was  to  leave  this  present  life,  and  called  for  the  king’s  officers,  cap- 
tains, and  principal  ])crsons,  to  whom  he  made  a speech,  saying  : — 
That  now  he  was  to  go  to  give  an  account  before  the  presence  of 
God  of  all  his  life  past : and  since  it  pleased  him  to  take  liim  in  such 
a>  time,  and  that  the  time  was  come  that  he  knew  liis  death,  tliat  he 
Ills  most  unworth}"  servant  did  yield  him  many  thanks  therefor;  and 
desired  all  that  were  present  and  absent  (whom  he  confessed  himself 
to  be  much  beholding  unto  for  their  singular  virtues,  love  and  loyalty, 
which  himself  had  well  tried  in  the  travels  which  they  ])ad  sulFered, 
which  always  in  liis  mind  he  did  liope  to  satisfy  and  reward,  Vvhen  it 
should  please  God  to  give  him  rest,  with  more  prosperity  of  his  es- 
tate), that  they  would  pray  to  God  for  him,  that  for  his  mercy  he  would 
forgive  him  his  sins,  and  receive  his  soul  into  eternal  glory:  and  that 
they  would  quit  and  free  him  of  the  charge  vrhich  he  had  over  tlicm,  and 
ought  unto  them  all,  and  that  they  would  pardon  him  for  some  wrongs 
wliicli  they  might  have  received  of  him.  And  to  avoid  some  division, 
which  upon  his  death  might  fall  out  upon  the  choice  of  Ids  successor, 
he  requested  them  to  elect  a princi}>al  person,  and  able  to  govern,  of 
whom  all  should  like  well;  and  when  he  was  elected,  they  should 
swear  before  him  to  obey  him  : and  that  he  would  thank  them  very 
much  in  so  doing;  hccause  the  grief  that  he  had,  v/ould  somewhat  be 
as.suagcd,  and  the  pain  that  he  felt,  because  he  left  them  in  so  great 
confusion,  to  wit,  in  leaving  them  in  a stramge  country,  where  they 
'knew  not  where  they  were. 

Bedtasar  dc  Cadr<jos  answered  in  the  name  of  all  the  rest.  And 
first  of  all  coinforling  liim,  he  set  befoi  e his  eyes  how  short  the  life  of 
this  vrorld  was,  and  with  how  many  (ronhlcs  and  miseries  it  is  ac- 
companied, and  how  God  showed  him  a singular  favor  whicli  soonest 
left  it : telling  him  many  otiior  things  ill  for  such  a time.  And  for 
the  last  ]ioint,  that  since  it  pleased  God  to  tal'e  liim  to  himself,  al- 
thougl)  his  death  did  justly  grieve  them  muoli,  yet  as  wi'll  lie,  as  all 
the.  rest,  ought  of  nccerssily  to  conform  themsidves  to  the  will  of  God. 
And  toucliing  the  tJovoinor  whieli  lie  commanded  they  .elmnld  elect, 
lie  be.souglit  him,  (hat  it  would  please  his  lordship  to  name  him  which 
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lic  thought  arul  liim  they  would  ohc3y.  And  presently  he  named 
Jjin/s  de  Moscoso  dc  AJ varado ^\ns  captain-general.  And  presently  he 
was  sworn  by  all  that  were  present,  and  elected  for  governor.  The 
next  day^  being  the  21st  of  May,  1542,  departed  out  of  this  life, 
the  valorous,  virtuous,  and  valiant  Captain,  Don  Fernando  dc  Soto, 
Governor  of  Cuha,  and  Adelantado  of  Florida  : whom  fortune  ad- 
vanced, as  it  usetli  to  do  others,  that  he  might  have  tlie  liigher  fall. 
He  departed  in  such  a place,  and  at  such  a time,  as  in  liis  sickness  he 
had  but  little  comfort : and  the  danger  wherein  all  his  people  were  of 
perishing  in  that  country,  which  appeared  before  their  eyes,  was  cause 
sufheient  why  every  one  of  them  had  need  of  comfort,  and  why  they 
did  not  visit  nor  accompany  him  as  they  ought  to  have  done.  Luijs 
dc  Moscoso  determined  to  conceal  his  death  from  the  Indians,  because 
Ferdinando  de  Solo  had  made  them  believe  that  the  Christians  were 
immortal;  and  also  because  they  took  liijii  to  be  hardy,  wise,  and 
valiant : and  if  they  should  knov7  that  he  was  dead,  they  would  be 
Imld  to  set  upon  the  Christians,  though  they  lived  peaceably  by  tliem. 
In  regard  of  their  disposition,  and  because  they  were  nothing  con- 
stant, and  believed  all  that  w'as  told  them,  the  Adelantado  made  them 
believe,  tliat  he  knew  some  things  that  passed  in  secret  among  them- 
selves, without  their  knowledge,  hovr,  or  in  what  manner  he  came  by* 
them  : and  that  the  figure  which  appeared  in  a glass,  which  he  showed 
them,  did  tell  him  whatsoever  they  practiced  and  went  about : and 
therefore  neither  in  vrord  nor  deed  durst  they  attempt  anything  that 
might  be  prejudicial  unto  him. 

As  soon  as  he  Vvas  dead,  Lu?/s  de  jMoscgso  commanded  to  put  him 
secretly  in  the  house,  vrhere  ho  remained  three  days;  and  removing 
him  from  thence,  commanded  him  to  bo  buried  in  the  night  at  one  of 
the  gates  of  the  town  vdthin  the  wall.  And  as  the  Indians  had  seoji 
him  sick,  and  missed  him,  so  did  they  suspect  what  might  be.  And 
passing  by  the  place  where  he  was  buried,  seeing  the  earth  moved, 
they  looked  and  spake  one  to  another.  Fu//s  de  Moscoso  understanding 
of  it,  commanded  him  to  be  taken  up  by  night,  and  to  cast  a groat  deal 
of  savid  into  the  mantles,  wherein  he  was  wound  up,  wlu-rein  he  vras 
carried  in  a canoe,  and  thrown  into  the  midst  of  the  river.  The  Caci(pic 
of  Gnarhot/d  inquired  for  him,  demanding  what  was  become  of  his 
brother  and  lord,  tlie  Governor  : de  Moseoso  told  him  that  ho  was 

gone  to  heaven,  as  juany  other  times  ho  did  : and  because  he  wa.s  to 
stay  there  cert.ain  days  he,  had  left  him  in  ids  ]dace.  The  cacique 
thouglit  with  himself  lliai  he  was  dead;  and  commanded  two  young 
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and  well-proportioned  Indians  to  be  brou[{Lt  tliitlier;  and  said,  that 
the  use  of  that  country  was,  v.hen  any  lord  died,  to  kill  Indians  to 
wait  upon  him,  and  serve  him  by  the  way,  and  for  that  purpose  by 
ids  commandment  were  those  come  thither : and  prayed  Luys  dc  Mos- 
coso  to  command  them  to  be  beheaded,  that  they  ndght  attend  and 
serve  his  lord  and  brother.  de  Moscoso  told  him,  that  the  Go- 

vernor  was  not  dead,  but  gone  to  heaven,  and  that  of  his  own  Chris- 
tian soldiers,  he  had  taken  such  as  lie  needed  to  serve  him,  and  prayed 
him  to  command  those  Indians  to  be  loosed,  and  not  to  use  any  such 
bad  custom  from  tbcncefortb  : straightway  be  commanded  them  to 
be  loosed,  and  to  get  them  borne  to  their  bouses.  And  one  of  tlicm 
would  not  go  j saying,  that  be  would  not  serve  liini,  that  Avitlioiit  de- 
sert bad  judged  him  to  death,  but  that  he  would  serve  him  as  long 
as  he  lived,  which  had  saved  his  life. 

Lvij's  de  Mosco&o  caused  all  lue  goods  of  the  Governor  to  be  sold 
at  an  outcry:  to  wit,  two  men  slaves  and  two  Avomen  slaves,  and  three 
horses,  and  seven  hundred  liogs.  For  every  slave  or  horse,  they  gave 
two  or  three  thousand  ducats : whieii  were  to  he  paid  at  the  first 
melting  of  gold  or  silver,  or  at  tlie  division  of  their  portion  of  inherit- 
ance. And  they  entered  into  bonds,  thougli.  in  tlie  country  there 
was  not  wherewith,  to  pay  it  Avithin  a year  after,  and  put  in  sureties 
for  the  same.  Such  as  in  Spain  had  no  goods  to  hind,  gave  tAvo 
hundred  ducats  for  a liog,  giving  assurance  after  the  same  manner. 
Tliose  Avhich.  liad  any  goods  in  Spain,  houglit  Avith  more  fear,  and 
bougiit  the  less.  From  that  time  forAA’ard,  most  of  the  company  had 
swine,  and  brought  them  -up,  and  fed  upon  them  ; and  observed 
Fridays  and  Saturdays,  and  tlie  evenings  of  feasts,  Avluch  before  tliey 
did  not.  For  some  times  in  two  or  three  montlis  they  did  cat  no 
flesh,  and  AvliensoeA’cr  they  could  come  by  it,  they  did  cat  it. 

Some  Avere  glad  of  the  death  of  Don  Ferdinando  dc  Solo,  holding 
for  certain  tliat  Taii/s  dc  JIoscoso  (Avhich  Avas  gi\’cn  to  his  ease),  AAmuld 
ratlier  desire  to  he  among  tlie  Christian.s  at  rest,  tlian  to  continue  tlie 
labors  of  the  war  in  subduing  ami  discovering  of  countries;  Avlicreof 
they  Avero  already  Aveary,  seeing  the  sniall  iwofit  tliat  ensued  thereof. 
Tlie  Governor  commanded  the  captains  and  principal  persons  to  meet 
to  consult  and  determine  Avnat  tliey  should  do.  A.nd  being  inlbnned 
wbal  ]ie"]ded  b.ahitation  Avas  round  about,  ho  understood  that  to  the 
west,  the  country  Avas  most  inhabited,  ami  that  diowii  the  river  be- 
yond (S'ijalta  was  uniiibabited,  ami  liad  little  .'^ioro  of  food.  He 
desired  ti.oin  all,  tliat  every  one  would  give  bis  o],iiniou  in  Arriting, 
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ami  set  liis  liaml  to  it : iliat  they  miglit  resolve  by  general  consent, 
\vhetlier  they  should  go  down  the  river,  or  enter  into  the  main  land. 
All  were  of  opinion,  tliat  it  was  best  to  go  by  land  tovv'ard  tlie  west, 
because  A^'ueva  JCspana  was  that  way;  holding  the  v’oyage  by  sea 
more  dangerous,  and  of  greater  liazard,  because  they  could  malic  nc' 
ship  of  any  strength  to  abide  a storm,  neither  had  they  master,  nor 
pilot,  compass,  nor  chart,  neither  knew  they  liow  far  the  sea  was  off, 
nor  had  any  notice  of  it;  norwliether  the  river  did  make  any  great 
turning  into  the  land,  or  had  any  great  fall  from  the  rocks,  where  all 
of  them  might  be  cast  away.  And  some  which  had  seen  the  .sea- 
chart,  did  find,  that  from  the  place  where  they  were  by  the  sea-coast 
to  JVueva  .Esjxina,  might  be  four  hundred  leagues,  little  more  or  less; 
and  said,  that  though  they  went  somewhat  about  by  land  in  seeldug 
a peopled  countiy,  if  some  great  wilderness  which  they  could  not  pass 
did  hinder  them,  by  spending  that  summer  in  travel,  finding  provision 
to  pass  the  winter  in  some  })eo]tlcd  country,  that  tlic  next  summer 
after  they  might  come  to  some  Christian  land,  and  that  it  might  for- 
tune in  tlieir  travel  by  land  to  find  some  rich  country,  where  the\ 
might  do  themselves  good.  The  Governor,  although  he  desired  to 
"ct  out  of  Florida  in  shorter  time,  secinfr  the  inconveniences  thev 
laid  before  him,  in  traveling  by  sea,  determined  to  follow  that  which 
seemed  good  to  them  all.  On  Monday,  the  fifth  day  of  June,  he  de- 
parted from  GuacJiopa.  The  cacique  gave  him  a guide  to  Ckagunfc^ 
and  stayed  at  home  in  his  own  town.  Tliey  passed  tlirough  a pro- 
vince called  Ciifalte:  and  having  passed  a wilderness  of  six  days’ 
journey,  the  twentieth  day  of  tlic  month  he  came  to  Chaguatc.  TIk^ 
cacique  of  thi.s  ]U‘ovince  had  visited  the  Governor  Don  Ferdlnando  d>' 
Foto  at  Av.tla niquc,  whither  he  brought  him  presents  of  .skins,  and 
mantles,  ami  salt.  And  a day  before  Lugs,  de  Moscoso  came  to  lii- 
town,  we  lost  a Christian  that  was  sick;  which  ho  suspected  that  tluv 
Indians  liad  slain,  lie  sent  the  cacique  word,  that  he  should  com- 
mand his  pcojde  to  seek  him  up,  and  send  him  unto  him,  ami  i!ia: 
he  would  hold  liim,  as  lie  did,  for  his  friend;  and  if  he  did  m)t,  that 
ncitlier  he,  nor  his,  should  escape  his  hands,  and  that  he  wouM  set 
hi.s  country  on  lire.  rrescntly  the  cacique  came  unto  him,  and 
brought  a great  I'lesent  of  mantle>  and  skins,  and  tlic  Christian  tliU 
was  lost,  and  made'  this  speech  following: 

night  c.xcellent  lord,  I would  not  deserve  tliat  conceit  which  ^ou 
had  of  me,  for  ;iU  tlio  treasure  of  the  world.  AVhat  enforced  me  u> 
go  to  visit  and  servo  tliu  loM  ellent  Ijord  (buernor  your  fatlu'r  in 
AudauKjur^  wdiich  you  .should  have  remembered,  where  1 uilered  mv- 
11 
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self  witli  all  loyaltj;  faitli  and  lovc,  dui'in:;;  niy  life  to  serve  and  obe;/ 
himy  W)iat  tjicii  could  be  tbe  causc^  1 Laving  received  favors  of 
him,  and  neitber  you  nor  lie  iiaving  done  luo  anj"  v-rongj  tliat  sliould 
move  me  to  do  tbc  tiling  vdiicli  I ongLi  iiot?  jlclicve  tliis  of  me. 
that  neirb.er  ’svrong,  nor  any  vrorldly  interest^  vas  able  to  make  me  to 
Lave  done  if  nor  shall  be  able  to  Mind  me.  But  as  in  this  life  it  is 
a natural  course,  that  after  one  Tilcasui'c  many  sorrovrs  do  follow:  so 
by  your  indignation,  fortune  would  moderate  tlic  joy,  vrhich  my  heart 
conceiveth  with  your  jireseiice ; and  that  ].  should  eiT,  rvhere  I thought 
.surest  to  have  liit  the  mark^  in  haibi'ring  this  Christian  vrhich  was 
lost,  and  using  him  in  such  m.aimer,  as  lie  may  tell  himself,  thinking 
that  herein  I did  you  service,  ^vith  purpose  to  deliver  liim  unto  jou 
in  Cho(/uu!e,  and  to  serve  you " to  the  uttermost  of  my  power.  If  1 
deserve  punishment  for  tliis,  I vnll  receive  it  at  your  hands,  as  from 
my  lord,  as  if  it  were  a favor.  Bor  tiie  love  which  I did  bear  to  tbo 
excellent  Governor,  and  wbich  I bear  to  you  hath  no  limit.  And 
like  as  3’ou  give  me  chastisement,  so  will  you  also  show  me  favor. 
And  that  which  now  I crave  of  you  is  t]ii.s,  to  declare  your  will  unto 
me,  and  those  tldngs  wherein  1 may  be  able  to  do  you  the  most  and 
best  service.’’ 

The  Governor  ansveered  him,  tlmt  hccauso  he  did  not  find  him  in  tliat 
town,  he  was  incensed  against  him,  thinliing  ho  had  ahsented  himself, 
as  others  Lad  done  : but  seeing  lie  now  knew  Ms  b'yalty  and  love,  he 
would  always  hold  him  as  a bj’otlier,  and  favor  liim  in  all  his  afflurs. 
The  cacique  went  with  him  to  tlie  town  wlicre  he  resided,  which  was 
a day’s  journey  from  thenC'O,  Tlicy  })a'''sed  tln-ougli  a small  town, 
where  there  wa.^  a lal;c,  where  trie  Jndiaujs  inade  salt:  and  the  Chris- 
tians made  .some  one  da}*  ivliilc  llic}'  rested  there,  of  a bracki.sh  water, 
which  sprang  near  flic  town  in  |•on(js  like  fountains.  Tlie  Governor 
stayed  in  (Vbe/c'OfV  six  days.  I'!ior.,!  he  was  informed  of  the  habita- 
tion towards  tlie  west.  Tluw  told  him,  that  tliieo  da^’s’  joiirimyv  from 
tliencc  was  a proviiico  called  Bg/'o/'r///.  Tlie  d;i;;  tliat  lie  dc'partcd 
from  Chaiiuafe,  a Ciiristian,  called  de  Gu-.man,  the  base 

.<on  of  a genik-man  of  A (•////>,  sta\ed  behind,  and  went  to  the  Indians, 
vith  an  Indian  woUKiii  which  he  In  pt  as  his  concubine,  for  fear  he 
shoiiM  he’]))mished  for  gaming  debts  that  he  did  owe.  The  Goveri]or 
had  traveled  t',', o days  before  he  lei.-.-ed  him  ; lie  s-'Ot  the  cacique  v.auvl 
to  seek  him  up,  and  to  send  him  to  .Ig'n/^o//,  whither  he  traveled: 
vdiieli  he  di<l  not  perform.  Brom  tlie  (’a.ci(|Ue  of  -b/aong/,  boforo 
they  came  into  the  countiy,  there  nmt  him  on  i!)e  way  fifteen  Indians 
with  a prese.'it  of  skins,  fi.sli,  a)id  roasted  veninm.  Tlie  Governor 
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came  to  this  town  on  Wednesday,  tlie  foiirtli  of  July.  lie  found  the 
town  without  people,  and  lodged  in  it : lie  stayed  there  about  a day; 
during  v.diich,  he  made  some  roads,  and  look  many  men  and  v;omen. 
There  they  hail  knowledge  of  the  South  S<  <(.  Here  there  was  great 
store  of  salt  made  of  sand,  vrhich  they  gather  in  a vein  of  ground 
like  pebble  stones.  And  it  was  made  as  they  made  salt  in  Caua^. 

The  same  day  that  the  Governor  departed  from  A<jnacaij,  ho  lodged 
in  a small  town  subject  to  the  lord  of  that  province.  Tiie  camp 
vras  pitehed  hard  by  a lake  of  salt  water;  and  tliat  evening  they  made 
some  salt  there.  The  day  following  he  lodged  botweou  t^vo  inoim- 
tains  in  a thin  grove  of  wood.  The  next  day  he  came  to  a sm:dl 
town  called  Pato.  The  fourth  day  after  his  departure  from  A;juarcjj 
lie  came  to  the  first  habitation  of  a province  called  I'liero 

an  Indian  was  taken,  wdiich  said  tliat  from  thence  to  Ka<janUx  was  a 
day  and  a half's  journey;  wdiich  they  traveled,  finding  all  ilm  way 
inhabited  ]daccs.  Having  passed  the  peopled  country  of  .t /mo/a,  on 
Saturday,  the  twTntielh  of  July,  they  pitched  Ibcir  camp  at  noon  lie- 
tw'cen  A muyr.  and  Xwjuatex  along  the  corner  of  a grove  of  vd  y fair 
trees.  In  tlio  same  place  certain  Indians  were  discovered,  tliat  came 
to  view”  tlicm.  The  horsemen  went  out  to  them,  and  killed  six,  and 
took  1 wo, 'whom  the  Governor  asked,  wherefore  they  came  ? Tbyy 
.said,  to  know  what  people  lie  had,  and  wdiat  order  they  kept;  a^id 
that  the  Cacique  Kaguatex,  their  lord,  had  sent  them,  and  tliat  lie, 
with  other  caciques  wdiich  came  to  aid  liim,  determined  that  day  to 
bid  him  battle.  While  they  w’erc  occupied  in  tliesc  questions  mid 
answers,  there  came  many  Indians  by  two  wa^'s  in  two  squadruiw  : and 
when  tliey  saw’  they  were  descried,  giving  a great  cry  they  assaidi-'d  tlio 
Christians  eacli  sijuadron  by  itself;  but  seeing  wdiat  resistance  tlio 
Christians  made  tliein,  they  turned  their  hacks  and  betook  (hem-i  lv.  s 
to  flight,  ill  w’liich  many  of  them  lo.st  their  lives;  and  most  of  ilie 
horsemen  fallowing  them  in  chase,  careless  of  the  cam]),  ollau'  two 
S!|uadrons  of  Indians,  wliicli  lay  in  ambush,  set  upon  the  (nn-i.-  iiiin  •; 
that  were  in  ilic  camp,  wdiich  also  they  resisted,  w ho  also  had  flieir 
reward  as  tlie  first.  After  tlie  flight  of  the  Indians,  and  that  ihc 
Christians  were  ri-tired,  they  lieard  a great  rioisi*  a crossb'nv  slml  from 
the  ])lace  where  they  w’cre.  The  Governor  sent  twelve  horsemen  to 
sec  what  it  wa-i.  They  fmnd  six  ('liristiaiw,  fmr  footmen  and  two 
bui’semcn,  among  many  Indijiis;  the  liorM-men  defending  the  Ibiit- 
mon with  great  labor.  Tiie-u;  being  of  tliem  that  chased  tlie,  fir. a two 
squadrons,  iiad  lost  tliemselves,  ami  coming  tu  recover  the  ramp  ti  U 
among  those  with  whom  limy  were  ligliting;  ami  so  thev,  and  il  'o' 
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that  came  to  succor  them,  slew  many  of  the  IndiariS,  and  hroughc  one 
alive  to  the  camp : v>dioin  the  Goveriior  examined,  who  the}'  were  that 
came  to  bid  him  battle.  He  told  liiin,  that  they  were  the  Cacique  of 
j\\t()uafcx,  and  of  Amayc^  and  another  of  a province  called  Uacanac. 
a lord  of  great  countries  and  many  subjects ; and  that  the  Cacique  of 
Kayvo.tex  came  for  captain  and  chief  of  tliem  all.  The  Governor 
comiuauded  his  right  arm  and  nose  to  be  cut  off,  and  sent  him  to  the 
Cacique  of  Kacjvatcx,  charging  liim  to  tell  him,  that  the  next  clay  he 
would  be  in  his  country  to  destroy  him  ; and  if  he  would  wichstand 
his  entrance,  he  sliould  stay  for  him.  That  night  he  lodged  there ; 
and  the  next  clay  he  came  to  the  habitation  of  Xaguatex,  which  was 
very  scattering : he  inquired  where  the  cacique’s  chief  town  was? 
They  told  him  that  it  was  on  the  other  side  of  a river,  that  passed 
thereby:  he  traveled  ihitlicrward,  and  came  unto  it:  and  on  the  other 
side  he  saw  many  Indians,  that  taia-icd  for  him,  making  show  as 
though  they  would  defend  the  passage.  And  because  he  knew  not 
whether  it  could  be  waded,  nor  where  the  passage  was,  aid  that  some 
Christians  and  horses  were  hurt,  tliat  theymiglit  have  time  to  recover, 
he  determined  to  rest  certain  days  in  (lie  town  where  he  was.  So  he 
})itehed  his  camp  a quarter  of  a league  from  the  river,  because  the 
weather  was  very  hot,  near  unto  the  town,  in  a thin  grove  of  very 
fair  and  high  trees  near  a brook’s  side  : and  iji  that  place  were  certaiu 
Indians  taken;  whom  he  examined,  wdiether  the  river  were  wadeahle 
or  no  ? They  said  yea,  at  some  times,  and  in  some  places.  Within  ten 
days  after  he  sent  two  captains  with  liftcen  horsemen  a piece  upward 
and  down  the  river  with  Indians  to  show  them  where  they  should  go 
over,  to  see  wliat  habitation  was  ou  the  otlier  side.  And  tlie  Indians 
with.stood  them  both,  defending  tl»c  passage  of  the  river  as  far  as  they 
were  able,  but  Ibcy  passed  in  despite  of  them  : and  on  the  other  side 
of  th(i  river  they  saw  great  habitation,  and  great  store  of  victuals; 
and  with  these  news  returned  to  (he  camp. 

The  Governor  sent  an  Indian  from  A'byaatV.c  where  he  lay,  to  com- 
mand tlic  caei(]ue  to  come  to  .■^erve  and  ohey  liim,  and  that  ho  would 
forgive  liim  all  that  was  past;  that  if  lie  came  not,  that  he  would 
seek  him,  and  give  liim  such  })uni>him'nf  as  lie  liad  desoned  for  that 
which  lie  had  done  against  him.  Vfiihin  two  days  the  Indian  rc- 
liuTicd,  and  said  that  the  c;ici(jue  would  come  the  next  day;  wliich, 
the  .same  day  wlien  he  came,  sent  many  Indians  heforo  liim,  among 
vrhom  there  were's:ome  ])rinci[)al  men:  he  .^vniltlicm  to  sec  what  eoun- 
Icnance  tliey  found  in  tlie  Governor,  to  iv.selve  ivith  him.self  whether 
he  should  go  or  not.  Tlie  Indians  let  liim  understand,  that  ho  was 
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coming,  and  ivent  awny  presently;  and  tlie  cacique  came  within  two 
hours  accompanied  with  many  of  his  men:  tiiey  came  all  in  a rank 
one  before  another  on  both  sides,  leaving  a huic  in  the  midst  where 
he  came,  llioy  came  who’c  the  Governor  was,  .all  of  them  weeping 
after  the  manner  of  Tidhtj  wliich  was  not  far  from  thence  towai-d 
the  east.  The  cacique  made  his  due  obedience,  and  the  speech  fol- 
lowing : 

Itighi  high  and  mighty  lortl,  whom  all  the  wo)ld  ouglit  to  sci  re 
and  obey,  I was  hold  to  appear  before  your  iord>hip,  having  committed 
so  heinous  and  abominable  an  act,  as  only  for  me  to  have  imagined, 
deserved  to  he  punished  • trusting  in  your  greatness,  iliat  although.  I 
deserve  to  obtain  no  pardon,  yet  for  your  own  sake  only  you  will  use 
clemency  toward  me,  considering  hoiy  small  I am  in  comparison  r.f 
your  lordship;  and  not  to  think  upon  my  weaknesses,  wliich,  to  my 
grief  and  for  iny  greater  good,  I liavo  known.  iVnd  I believe  that 
you  and  }'Ours  are  immortal ; and  that  your  lord."!) if)  is  lord  of  the 
land  of  nature,  seeing  that  you  subdue  all  things,  and  they  obey  ymi, 
even  the  very  licarts  of  men.  .Gor  when  1 hehekl  the  slaughter  aiul 
destruction  of  my  iiien  in  the  battle,  which,  througli  mine  igiioram.-e, 
and  the  counsel  of  a brother  of  mine,  wliich  died  in  the  same,  I gave 
your  lordship,  presently  I repented  me  in  my  heart  of  the  error,  which 
I liad  committed ; and  desired  to  serve  and  obey  you ; and  to  this 
end  I come,  tliat  your  lordsliip  may  cb.astise  and  command  me  as  3a)ur 
own.’' 

The  Governor  answered  him,. that  he  forgave  him  all  which  was 
past,  that  from  tiicnceforth  he  sliould  do  his  duty,  niid  that  he  would 
bold  him  for  his  friend,  and  that  lie  would  favor  hini  in  all  thinig. 
Within  four  days  lio  departed  tlicuce,  and  eoiuing  to  tlm  river  ho 
could  not  pass,  because  it  was  grown  veiy  big;  vrhieli.  seemed  to  iii;:' 
a thing  of  iidmiiaition,  being  at  that  time  that  it  was,  and  .since  it 
jiad  not  rained  ;i  month  before.  The  Indians  said,  that  it  increax:  1 
many  limes  after  that  maimer  wiiliout  raining  in  ;ili  li.ie  countig.  it 
Y.'as  su]'po.'cd,  that  it  miglii  lie  llie  lido  that  came  into  it.  It  was 
learned  lhar  the  hood  came  alway  from  above,  and  that  the  liidiaiis-of 
all  that  country  ]jad  no  knowledge  o.t  t he  sea.  Tlie  ( Jovernor  rctm  ned 
unto  tlic  |>lace  where  lie  liad  lodged  iieforc  : and  imdei'stamling  ^^•)th- 
iu  eight  d:i\s  after  that  tiie  river  vais  jiassalfle,  ho  ueparied.  lb' 
]iassed  over  andwrmund  the  town  wilhout  people:  he  lodgCvl  in  the 
liel  I,  and  well  the  ciuTpae  word  to  I'leue  unfo  him,  amtl  to  bring  him 
a guide  i()  g.)  for\'.ard.  d,iu]  -■ome  ihiy.^  being  ])ast,  sceinglhe  ca.ri.jue 
-vijiO  no!,  mu’  sent  anybody,  lit'  .scut  two  caplaiiw  sundry  wiys  <u  )e,u  n 
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the  towns,  nnd  to  take  such  Indians  as  they  could  find.  They  burnt 
great  store  of  Victuals,  and  took  many  Indians.  The  cacique  seeing 
the  hurt  that  he  received  in  liis  country,  sent  six  principal  Indians 
vrith  three  men  for  guides,  which  knew  the  language  of  the  country 
through  which  the  Governor  was  to  }>ass.  lie  departed  presently 
from  XcKjau.fcx,  anci  within  tliree  days’  journey  came  to  a town  of 
four  or  five  houses,  which  belonged  to  the  cacique  of  that  province, 
which  is  called  Isissoonc:  it  was  evil  inhabited,  and  had  little  maize. 
Two  days’  journey  forward  the  guides  which  guided  the  Governor,  if 
they  were  to  go  westward,  guided  him  to  the  east  3 and  sometimes 
went  up  and  down  through  very  great  woods  out  of  the  way.  The 
Governor  commanded  them  to  he  hanged  upon  a tree:  and  a woman 
that  the}^  took  in  Kii^wone  guided  him,  and  went  I'lack  again  to  seek 
the  way.  In  two  days  he  eamc  to  another  miserable  town  called 
Lacane:  an  Indian  was  taken  in  that  place,  that  said,  that  the  conn- 
try  of  XomJacoo  vras  a country  of  great  habitation,  and  the  houses 
scattering  the  one  from  the  other,  as  they  used  to  bo  in  mountains, 
and  bad  great  store  of  maize.  The  cacique  came  with  bis  men  vreep- 
ing,  like  them  of  Xay-uafex:  for  tins  is  their  use  in  token  of  obe- 
dience : be  made  him  a present  of  much  fish,  and  offered  to  do  wliat 
he  would  command  him.  lie  tool'  his  leave,  and  gave  him  a guide 
to  the  province  of  Soacatino. 

The  Governor  departed  from  Kondacao  towards  Soacatino,  and 
in  five  days’  journey  came  to  a province  called  Aays.  The  Indians 
which  inhabited  it  bad  no  notice  of  the  Christians:  hut  as  soon  as 
they  savv  that  they  entered  into  their  country,  tliey  asseiiibled  tliem- 
sches : and  as  tliey  came  togctlier  fifty  or  ti  lumdrcd,  they  came  forth 
to  light.  VVliile  some  fouglit,  others  came  and  olinrged  our  men  an- 
other way,  and  while  they  fifflowed  some,  others  followed  them,  ff he 
figlit  lasted  the  grc.ate.st  part  of  the  day,  till  they  came  to  their  town. 
8ome  horses  and  men  were  woimdecl,  hnt  not  to  any  hurt  of  their 
traveling:  for  there  wtts  no  wound  t'lat  w;is  dangerous.  There  v.'as 
a great  .'-poil  made  of  the  Indians.  Th;it  day  that  tlic  Governor  uc- 
j-artod  from  thence,  the  Indian  lluit  guided  him  said  that  in  Xonda- 
cao  ho  had  he:ird  say,  that  the  Indains  of  ScKvafino  had  seen  otliev 
( dii'isiians,  whei-eof  they  all  Wi  re  vi'ry  glad  : thinking  it  might  l^c 
tiue,  and  tliat  tiiey  might  have  imten  d inlo  tlui.-e  ];arts  by  .Xrcra 
L'  p<ti'in ; and  tliat  if  it  were  so,  if  w:is  in  thtdr  own  hand  to  go  out. 
of  VSeida,  ii'  they  found  nothing  of  j)rorit  : fur  tliey  fearedi  th.  v 
.'•hunld  lose  1 hein.-i  Ives  in  some  v.iklerness.  I'liis  Indian  led  him  two 
days  out  of  tlie  way.  Tlie  Governor  coimiv.uidrd  ia  torture  him. 
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He  said,  that  tlie  Cacioue  of  NondaraOy  liis  lord,  had  coniinandcd  him 
to  guide  them  so  hccaii.^c  they  were  Ids  enemies,  and  that  he  vras  to  do 
as  Ins  lord  commanded  him.  The  Governor  commanded  him  to  he  cast 
to  the  dogs  : and  another  guided  him  to  Soacatino,  whither  lie  came  the 
day  following.  It  was  a very  poor  country  : tlicre  was  great  want  of 
maize  in  tliat  place.  He  asked  the  Indians  whether  they  knew  of 
any  otlier  Christians.  The}’  said  that  a little  from  tlicneo  toward  the 
south  they  heard  they  were.  lie  traveled  twenty  days  through  a coun- 
try evil  inhabited,  where  tliey  suifered  great  scarcit}^  and  troiihle  ] for 
that  little  maize  which  the  Indians  had,  they  had  hidden  and  buried  in 
the  woods,  where  the  Christians,  after  they  were  well  wearied  witli  their 
travel,  at  the  end  of  their  journo}"  went  to  seek  by  digginwliat  ihog  v 
should  eat.  At  last,  coming  to  a province  that  was  called  (hiasro,  they 
found  maize,  wherewith  tlicy  loaded  tiieir  horses  and  tlie  ]ndi;ms  that 
they  liad.  IToin  thence  they  went  to  anotlier  town  called  XaqyUcora. 
The  Indians  said  they  had  no  notice  of  any  other' Christians,  Tlie 
Governor  commanded  to  torment  them.  Tliey  siid,  that  lliey  came 
first  to  another  lordsiiip  Vrdiicli  was  called  Kacacalio::^  and  from 
tlicnee  returned  again  to  the  west  from  ivlience  they  came.  Tiie 
Governor  came  in  two  days  to  Xaracalioz.  Some  women  were  taken 
there:  among  whom  tlieve  was  one  which  said  that  siie  had  seen 
Christians  and  had  been  taken  by  them,  and  had  run  away.  Tlie 
Governor  sent  a captain  with  fifteen  lioi'semen  to  the  place  where  the 
vroman  said  slie  liad  seen  them,  to  sec  if  tliero  vras  any  sign  of  liorses, 
or  any  token  of  tiieir  iicing  lliero.  After  they  had  gone  tlnue  or  four 
leagues,  tiie  woman  tiiai  guided  them  said  that  all  that  siic  luid  told 
them  iDis  untrue.  And  so  tlic}'  licld  all  tlte  rest  that  the  Indiams  had 
said  of  seeing  Cliristians  in  tlic  land  of  Fiorkla.  And,  in'cause  (he 
country  that  way  was  poor  of  maize,  and  toward  tlie  vrest  tlieiv  was 
no  notice  of  any  liabitation,  they  returned  to  Guai^co.  Tl-.e  Indians 
told  tl.'cm  there,  that  tim  days’  joiirne}'  from  thence  toward  the  west, 
was  a river  eallod  Jknicoo^  wliitlicr  lliey  went  sometimes  a ii unting 
and  Idihug  of  doer:  and  that  tiioy  had  seen  people  on  (ho  other  side, 
but  l:ii0.w  m.d  wliat  liabitation  was  tlicre.  There  the  ChiTuianv  rook 
siieii  maize  as  they  found  and  could  eniTy,  and  going  ten  days’  journev 
tlirough  a wilderm  as,  iluy  ea.me  to  t’le  rivei-  v.liieh  the  liabrnns  had 
told  liiem  of.  'j\:n  lior.-(,auen,  wliieh  flu;  tiovmaior  liml  sent  before, 
t'as^ed  over  the  same  ami  Viuit  in  ;i  way  that  led  to  lln'  laver,  and 
lighted  upon  a eompiny  of  Indians  (hat  tlwelt  in  very  little  ealtins  : 
vlio  a.'.!  Soon  as  tlm_\  aaw  them  took  (hem.'eU'es  to  iliglit,  aN'iny  that 
>vh:eh  the}'  liad;  all  whieli  was  notliiiig  hut  misei’y  and  ])Oveiiy. 
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Tlic  country  ^Yas  so  poor,  that  among  them  all  there  was  not  found 
half  a peck  of  maize.  The  horsemen  took  two  Indians,  and  returned 
with  them  to  the  river,  where  the  Governor  stayed  for  them.  lie 
knight  to  learn  of  them  wliat  habitation  was  toward  the  west.  There 
was  none  in  tlie  camp  that  could  understand  tlieir  language.  The 
Governor  assembled  the  cajaains  and  principal  persons  to  determine 
with  their  advice  what  tliey  should  do.  eVnd  the  most  part  said  that 
they  thonglit  it  best  to  I’ctiirii  back  to  Ilio  Grande^  or  the  Great 
Iiiver  of  Giiachoj/a ; because  tliat  in  Nikv  and  thereabout  was  store 
of  maize;  saying,  tliat  tliey  would  make  pinnaces  that  winter,  and  the 
next  summer  pass  down  the  river  to  the  seaward  in  them,  and  coming; 
to  the  sea  they  would  go  along  the  coast  to  JSiiiP.va  Espana.  For 
though  it  seemed  a douhtful  thing  and  diflicult,  by  that  which  they 
had  already  alleged,  yet  it  tvas  the  last  remedy  they  had.  For  by 
land  they  could  not  go  for  want  of  an  interpreter.  And  they  held, 
that  tlie  country  beyond  the  Iiiver  of  Eai/ciw^  where  they  were,  was 
that  whicli  Cahcc(.i  dc  Yaca  mentioned  in  his  relation  that  he  passed 
of  the  Jndians  trJttch  lived  like  (he  Alurhcs,^  having  no  selticd jdacc, 
and  fed  u|ion  Tnnasp.ud  roots  of  tlie  lields,  and  wild  beasts  tliat  they 
killed.  Vdliieh  if  it  were  so,  if  they  should  enter  into  it  and  find  no 
victuals  to  pass  the  winter,  they  could  not  choose  but  perish,  for 
they  were  entered  already  into  tlie  beginning  of  October  : and  if 
they  stayed  any  longer  they  were  not  :il>lo  to  return  for  rain  and 
snows,  nor  to  sustain  themselves  in  so  poor  a country.  The  Governor 
(that  desired  long  to  see  himself  in  a place  where  lie  might  sleep  his 
full  sleep,  rather  tlian  to  coiirpier  and  govern  a country  wliere  so 
many  truiibles  presented  thoiuselves)  presciilly  returned  back  that 
same  way  that  lie  came. 

When  tliat  which  was  dcterniined  was  puhlishod  in  the  camp,  there 
were  many  that  were  greatly  grieved  at  it  : for  tliey  held  the  sea  voy- 
age as  duulitful,  for  the  evil  means  they  luul,  and  of  as  great  danger 
as  tlie  traveling  by  land:  and  tliey  Imped  to  find  some  rich  country 
before  they  came  to  the  land  of  (he  ( 'iiri.-'lians,  l.y  that  which  Cad>-  <;a 
dr  Yocn  had  told  the  .Ihuporor : and  that  was  tins:  That  after  lie  had 
found  clothes  made  of  cot  ton  wool,  he  saw  gold  and  silver,  ami  stones 
of  groad  value.  And  tliey  had  not  yet  come  wliere  he  laul  been. 
For  umil  that  ] lae.'  ho  alwavs  trav(ded  ly  t'.iC  .'S'a-eoast  : andi  the\ 
traveled  t'ar  williin  (he  land;  and  (hat  gAug  (owaiG.s  (lie  we.-t,  of 
neees.-dy  (hoy  should  cmhio  where  he  had  heon,  I'or  he  said  that  in 
a eei'tain  p!.u‘e  lie  traveled  many  days,  and  enten  d into  (lie  land  (o- 
tvard  (he  noi.jh.  And  in  (inaeco  thov  had  aliaaidy  found  some  Tur- 
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key  stoDGS,  and  mantles  of  cottonwool:  vrhicli  tlie  Indians  signified 
by  signs  that  they  iiad  from  the  west  : and  tliat  holding  that  course 
tliey  sliould  draw  near  to  the  land  of  tlic  Christians.  lJut  though  they 
vrere  much  discontented  with  it^  and  it  grieved  many  to  go  hackviard;, 
whicli  would  rather  have  adventured  (heir  lives  and  have  died  in  ihc' 
land  of  Floruluj  than  to  have  gone  poor  out  of  it;  yet  were  they  not 
a suihcicnt  part  to  hinder  that  v, hicli  was  determined^  hecausc  the 
principal  men  agreed  Vvdth  the  Governor.  And  afterward  there  was 
one  that  said,  he  would  put  out  oue  of  his  ov>  n e^X'S,  to  put  out  another 
of  de  Mo^coso;  because  it  would  grieve  him  much  to  see  him 

prosper  : because  as  vrcll  himself  as  others  of  his  friends  had  crossed 
that  vrhich  he  durst  not  have  done,  seeing  that  within  two  days  ho 
should  leave  the  government.  From  Dajjcao,  where  now  the\'  were, 
to  Rio  Grandcy  or  the  Great  Iliver,  was  one  hundred  and  hl’ty  leagues  : 
vrhicli  unto  that  place  they  had  gone  westveard.  And  by  the  veay  as 
they  returned  bad:  they  had  much  ado  to  find  maize  to  cat  : for  where 
they  had  passed  the  country  was  destroyed ; and  some  little  imiize 
that  was  left  the  Indians  had  hidden.  The  towns  wliich  i)i  Rafjunkj. 
they  had  burned  (whereof  it  repented  them)  were  repaired  again,  and 
the  houses  fidl  of  maize.  This  country  is  well  inhabited  and  p'len- 
tiful.  In  that  place  are  vessels  made  of  clay,  Avhich  diu'er  very  little 
from  those  of  AlZ/'enzoe,  or  Montemor.  In  ChafiuatQ  tlie  Indians  \>y 
commandment  of  the  cacique  came  peaceably,  and  sail.,  that  tin- 
Chrisliaii  which  remained  there  would  not  come.  The  Governor  wrote 
imto  him,  and  sent  him  ink  and  paper  that  he  miglit  ansv.xr.  The 
substance  of  the  words  of  the  letter  was  to  declare  im'to  liim  his  de- 
termination, which  was  to  go  out  of  the  laud  of  Rloridf.y  and  te  put. 
liim  in  remeitdo-aneo  tliat  he  was  a Christian,  tliat  lie  wonld  not  r-.*- 
jnain  in  the  subjoetiori  of  infidels,  that  he  pardoned  1dm  the  IduU 
which  he  had  done  in  going  away  lo  the  Indians,  that  l;c  shonid  eoiiic 
uiito  idm  : and  if  the.}’  did  stay  him,  that  ho  would  ealverlisc  bin. 
’hereof  by  writi)!g.  trhe  Indian  went  vdth  the  letter,  and  ca.me  again 
V, ittmut  any  )n>n'c.  ansv/er,  than,  on  the  hack  side,  hi>  nr.me  and  seal, 
iliat  they  might  know  he  was  alive.  The  Gc'veriior  si^nt  twelve^  lioiv’,-- 
mcn  to  .-eek  him  : but  he,  which  had  Ids  spio.s,  hio  himself,  ihal 
th'Cy  could  not  fiu'l  him.  lAr  want  of  maize  the  Govixnor  could  not 
r-tay  any  longer  io  sc'cl:  Idin.  lie  dujrirted  fi'om  ( ’/de/aa/g-,  and  iia.ssial 
the  river  1-)'  - b/ //,< ; going  down  by  it  he  foinul  a town  Willed  (d/Any, 
wliieh  a.s  yet  ihuy  laid  not  seen.  They  re.me  to  AAn,  ami  foun.d  se- 
liille  maize,  a.s  eutii'l  not  suiliee  till  (hey  made  tlieir  >!ii’'S;  beeau.e' 
the  Cl’.ri.stians,  la-ing  in  Gmchnyn  in  the  seed  lio.ie,  t!;c  liidiaii.-  i'  C 
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fear  of  them  diir.^t  not  come  to  sow  llic  grounds  of  Xllco  : and  tliey 
knew  not  tliereahout  an}'  other  country  ^Y]lere  any  maize  was  : and 
tliat  was  the  most  fmitfid  soil  that  was  thereaway^  and  where  they 
laid  niost  liope  to  find  it.  Every  one  was  confounded,  and  tlic  most 
part  tliought  it  had  counsel  to  come  hack  fi-om  the  river  of  Bajjcoo, 
and  not  to  have  follovred  tiieir  fortune,  going  tliat  way  that  went  over 
land.  For  by  sea  it  seemed  impossible  to  save  themselves,  unless 
God  would  work  a miracle  for  them:  for  there  \vas  neither  pilot,  nor 
sea-chart,  neither  did  they  know  'wlicre  the  river  entered  into  tlie  sea, 
neither  had  they  notice  of  it,  neither  had  they  anything  wdierewitli  to 
make  sails,  nor  any  store  of  enot<uem,  whicli  is  a grass  whereof  they 
make  oakum,  w'hicli  grew  there  j and  that  which  they  found  they 
saved  to  caulk  the  pinnaces  v>  iihal ; neither  had  they  anything  to 
pitch  ijiem  vritbal;  mither  could  they  make  ships  of  such  substance, 
but  that  any  storm  would  put  them  in  great  danger  : and  they  feared 
much  it  would  fall  out  vrilh  them,  as  it  did  w'ith  FarnphUo  dc  Xar- 
vae:.,  which  was  cast  away  upon  that  coast.  And  above  all  other  it 
troubled  them  most,  that  they  could  find  no  maize:  for  wnthoiit  it  they 
could  not  be  sustained,  nor  could  do  anytliiug  that  they  had  need  of. 
All  of  them  were  put  to  great  coufusioii.  Their  chief  remedy  ^Yas  to 
commit  themselves  to  God,  and  to  beseech  liim  that  he  wwmld  direct 
them  the  way  that  they  might  save  tlioir  lives.  And  it  pleased  him 
of  his  goodness,  that  the  Indians  of  AV/co  eame  peaceably,  and  told 
them,  that  twm  days'  journey  from  thenee,  near  imto  the  Great  Fiver, 
W'cre  two  tov/ns,  ^'^llereof  the  Christians  had  no  notice,  and  that  the 
•}>rovince  was  called  JJinoj/a,  and  was  fruitful  soil  : that,  wlielher  at 
this  ju'esent  there  was  any  maize  or  no,  They  kmew  not,  because  they 
had  war  witli  them  : but  that  they  be  very  glad  with  tlic  favor 

of  the  Christians  to  go  and  spoil  tla  iii.  The  Governor  sent  a cap- 
tain thither  with  horsemen  and  footmen,  and  the  Tndiams  of  dddeo 
with  him.  lie  came  to  21iiio>/a^  and  found  two  great  towms  seated  in 
a plain  and  open  soil,  half  a league  (li.'t;int,  one  in  sight  of  anotlier, 
and  in  them  he  took  many  Indian^,  and  i'ound  great  store  of  maize. 
Frcsenlly  he  lodged  in  one  of  them,  and  sent  word  to  the  Governor 
what,  lie  had  found:  wherewith  lliey  were  all  exceeding  glad.  They 
dejiaried  from  ATAo  in  the  beginning  of  ib'eoml)er;  and  all  tliat  wav, 
and  1.'  'bre  from  C'/M'/.-mo,  they  endured  mueli  trouble:  for  tlicy  ]ia>>ed 
t.hrougi  n;any  wafers,  :ind  many  times  it  mined,  with  a norlliein  wind, 
.'iii'l  was  exceeding  cold^  so  that  they  were  in  the  open  field  with  water 
over  and  underman'o  thi-m:  and  when  at  the  end  of  their  day’s  jour- 
ney, tht'V  fiund  dry  gr  auid  to  rest  upon,  they  ga\e  great  (Ita.nfs  to 
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God.  Witli  this  troublo  almost  all  the  Indians  that  served  them  died. 
And  after  they  vrere  in  Mhioi/u^  ma.ny  Christians  also  died  : and  the 
most  part  ^YCI•c  side  of  gimit  and  dangerous  disea.ses,  ^vhicb  had  a 
spice  of  the  lethargy.  At  this  place  died  AnOrcio  dc  Yar>rora-clos, 
and  two  Portuguese  of  IJ/vas,  which  were  vciy  near  him:  which  were 
brethren,  and  by  their  surname  called  jSoU's.  dine  C’hristians  lodged 
in  one  of  the  towns ‘whicli  they  liked  best,  wid.-h  vms  fenced  about, ^ 
and  distant  a quarter  of  a league  fj-om  the  Great  Piver.  d’ho  mrdre 
that  was  ill  the  other  town  was  brought  thither;  and  in  al!  it  vras 
esteemed  to  be  six  thousand  lianegs  or  bushels.  And  there  was  die 
best  timber  to  make  ships  that  tlicy  had  seen  in  all  tlio  land  of 
Florida',  vdierefoiC  all  of  them  gave  God  great  tlianl's  for  so  sijigular 
a Pivor,  and  hoped  that  that  vdrich  they  dosiiad  would  t:dm  er»bet, 
whicli  was,  that  tliey  miglic  safely  be  conducted  into  the  hmd  nf  the 
Christians. 

As  soon  as  they  came  to  JSilnnya.,  the  Governor  coinmamlcd  them 
to  gather  all  the  chains  together,  whicli  every  one  liad  to  lead  ]ndim;s 
in;  and  to  gsitlier  all  the  iron  vrliicli  they  laid  for  llieir  provision,  and 
all  the  rest  that  was  in  the  camp:  and  to  sot  up  a forge  to  make  nails, 
and  commanded  them  to  cut  down  limber  for  the  brigantines,  hnd 
a Portuguese  of  Ceuta,  vdio  Iiaving  been  a ]nisoner  in  Z'i;.,  he.d 
learned  to  saw  timber  witb  a long  sawg  v^liieb  for  such  purposes  they 
had  carried  with  them,  did  teach  others,  which  helped  liim  to  .^avr 
timber.  And  a h/omeesu,  whom  it  pleased  God  to  preserve  (mr  with- 
out him  tliey  had  never  come  out  of  the  country,  for  tlierc  was  m-v-  i 
anotlier  tliat  could  make  ships  but  lie),  with  four  or  five  other  .udeayun 
carpenters,  'wliich  hewed  Iris  planks  and  oilier  timbers,  imi«lo  tlic 
brigantines:  ami  two  callrers,  the  one  of  Gkm.z'o,  the  other  of  /S' o - 
dinla,  did  cadlc  tliom  with  tlie  tov/  of  an  herh  like  hemp,  vds’j\-.')f 
before  1 have  made  mention,  whicli  there  is  iim.nod  cne(|U(.'n.  _Vnd 
because  tlmrc  was  not  enough  of  it,  they  calhed  tiunu  with,  tlic  i’.ax 
of  the  cmintry,  and  witli  the  mantles,  which  they  ravnled  fw  that 
purpose.  A cooper  which  tliey  liad  among  them  All  sick,  and  v.;\s  ai 
tlie  })oii)t  of  death  : and  Ihcic  was  none  other  iliat  liad  any  skdl  in 
that  trade  : it  pleased  God  to  send  liim  liis  health.  And  all-  ji  In., 
was  vmy  we:i]:,  and  could  imi  labor,  yet  tiftceii  (buys  I'cforc  t!a;y  da 
partch,  he  madu  for  uvery  brigaiiline  two  lialf  ]iO";slie:nh;,  ’..liich 
tbc  mminri's  call  (juarti-rets,  because  four  id  them  hold  a ]'ii^c 
of  wato!’.  Tl'C  Indians  wliiah  dwelt  hvo  days'  journey  ahow  t'o 
river  in  a province  called  Ticju.anate,  and  likcu\ise  lho<e  of  AhV' ■.  a.v 
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Guacf\ya,  and  others  their  neighhors  seeing  the  iDrigantines  in  maldug, 
thinking,  because  their  places  of  refuge  are  in  the  water,  that  they 
were  to  go  to  seek  tlieiii,  and  because  the  Governor  demanded  man- 
tles of  them,  as  necessary  for  sails,  came  many  times,  and  brought 
many  mantles,  and  great  store  of  fish.  And  for  certain  it  seemed 
that  God  was  willing  to  favor  lliem  in  so  great  necessity,  moving  the 
minds  of  the  Indians  to  bring  them  : for  to  go  to  take  them,  they 
were  never  able.  For  in  tlnj  town  where  they  vcere,  as  soon  as  win- 
ter came,  they  were  so  enclosed  and  compassed  with  water,  that  tliey 
could  go  no  mrtlier  ]»y  land,  than  a league,  and  a league  and  a lialf. 
And  if  the}' vrould  go  farther,  tlicy  could  carry  no  horses,  and  without 
them  tlicy  were  not  able  to  fight  witli  tlie  Indians,  because  they  were 
many  : and  so  man}~  for  so  many  on  foot  they  had  tlie  advantage  of 
them  by  water  and  by  land,  because  they  were  more  apt  and  lighter, 
and  by  reason  of  the  di-pusitiou  of  the  conntiy,  which  was  according 
to  their  desire  for  tlie  use  of  their  war.  They  brought  also  some 
cords,  and  tliose  ivliicli  wanted  for  cables  vrere  made  of  tJie  harks  of 
mulberry  trees.  They  made  stirrups  of  wood,  and  made  ancliors  of 
their  stimips.  In  the  month  of  Marcli,  wlten  it  had  rained  a month 
before,  the  I'ivcr  g]-ew  so  big  that  it  came  to  A7/co,  which  was  nine 
leagues  of : and  on  the  other  side,  the  Indians  said,  tliat  it  reached 
other  nine  leagues  into  the  land.  In  tlie  town  where  the  Christians 
were,  which  was  somewhat  high  ground,  wlu  ro  tlicy  could  best  go, 
the  water  reached  to  the  stirrups.  They  uunle  certain  rafts  of  tim- 
ber, and  laid  many  boughs  upon  them,  vrhoreon  they  set  their  horses, 
.and  in  the  houses  they  did  the  like.  Ihit  seeing  that  notliing  pre- 
vailed, the}’  went  up  to  the  lofts  : and  if  (hey  went  out  of  the  houses, 
it  was  in  canoes,  or  on  liorscliack  in  those  phu-cs  where  llic  ground 
was  highest.  So  they  wei'o  two  months,  and  could  do  nothing,  during 
vdiich  time  the  river  decreased  not.  Tbo  indiaiis  ceased  not  to  come 
unto  the  hiigaiuines  as  tlicy  were  wont,  and  came  in  canoes.  tliat 
time  the  ■(  ioventor  feared  tho)'  would  se!  uprm  him.  lie  commanded 
his  men  to  take  an  iiidiau  secretly  of  tliuse  tliat  came  to  the  town, 
and  to  stay  him  till  the  rest  were  gone  : and  they  took  one.  The 
Covcni'T  C'.juOianded  him  to  be  put  to  (oitmv,  to  make  liini  confes.s 
•ivl'.etlier  the  Itidians  did  jiraetici'  any  treasnii  or  no.  lie  confo.ssed 
that  l!if  carapies  of  (J v<u:hoi/a , and.  and  otliers, 

whirl!  ]i)  all  iviTe  ahcait  twenty  eaohjUcs,  with  a great  number  of 
peuiiha  cicieimiia'd  t-»  come  iijiouldm;  :>iid  lletl  three  day.s  before, 
they  Would  -mal  ;i  great.  ]ire,'<(*ni  td  ilsh  co\cr  their  giaait  treason 
and  malice,  :u)d  on  the  vi  iy  d.iy  tliey  woul<l  send  sumo  Imlians  I'cfovo 
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■\vitli  another  present.  And  these,  ^vitli  those  vdiich  w^re  oiir  slaves. 
■\vliich  ^vere  of  tlicir  cons])iracY  also,  should  set  the  houses  on  fire,  and 
first  of  all  possess  themselves  of  llie  lances  which  stood  at  tlic  doors 
of  the  houses;  and  the  caciques,  with  all  their  men,  should  he  near 
the  town  in  ambush  in  the  wood,  and  wlien  they  sav/  the  fire 
kindled,  sliould  come,  and  make  an  end  of  the  coiKpiest.  The  Go- 
vernor commanded  the  Indian  to  be  kept  in  a cliain,  and  the  self- 
same da}"  that  he  spoke  of,  there  came  thirty  Indians  -with  fisli.  Ke 
commanded  their  right  hands  to  be  cut  off,  and  sent  them  so  back  to 
the  Cacique  of  Guachoya^  whoso  men  they  W’cre.  lie  sent  him  word 
that  he  and  the  rest  should  come  when  they  wmuld,  for  he  desired 
nothing  more,  and  that  he  should  know",  that  they  thouglit  not  any- 
thing which  he  knew"  not  before  they  thought  of  it.  iiercupon  they 
all  were  put  in  a very  great  fear  : and  the  caciques  of  Xlh  o aiwl 
Tayuanatc  came  to  excuse  themselves:  and  a few"  days  after  came  ho 
of  Guachoya^  and  a principal  Indian,  and  his  subject,  said,  lie  knew 
by  certain  information,  that  the  caciques  of  Xilco  and  Tayiiano'^' 
were  agreed  to  come  and  make  w"ar  upon  the  Clu'istians.  As  soon  a< 
the  Indians  came  from  AkYco,  the  Governor  examined  them,  and  tliey 
confessed  it  ^vas  true.  He  delivered  them  presently  to  the  principal 
men  of  6huu7i oyrt,  which  drew  them  out  of  the  town  and  killed  thcni. 
Another  day  came  some  from  Tayuanate^  and  confessed  it  likewise. 
Tlie  Governor  commanded  their  right  hands  and  noses  to  he  cut  off, 
and  sent  them  to  the  cacique,  w'hcreAvith  they  of  (htorhoya  remained 
very  w’cll  conlontcd  : raid  they  came  oftentimes  with  presents  of  man- 
tles and  fish,  and  hogs,  which  bred  in  the  country  of  some  swine  that 
were  lost  by  the  way  the  last  year.  As  soon  as  the  waiters  wmv 
slaked,  they  persuaded  the  Governor  to  send  to  Tayuanatc.  Tiiey 
came  and  l>i-ought  canoes,  vrherein  the  footmen  were  conveyed  down 
the  I'iver,  and  a captain  witli  horsemen  went  by  land;  and  tbe  Indlaim 
of  Gu(j<-h'jy<r^  which  guided  him  till  they  came  to  Tayuauafr,  as- 
saulted tlie  town,  and  took  many  men  and  w"omen,  and  mantles,  whirli 
with  those  that  tlicy  had  already  were  sufficient  to  supply  thcii'  w:mt. 
The  brigantines  lieing  finislied  in  the  month  of  dune,  life  Indians 
ha\ing  told  us  that  the  river  increased  but  once  a year,  wlnm  the 
snows  did  melt,  in  tlie  time  wlierein  I mentioiu'd  it  bad  already  iii- 
crcasfd,  being  now  in  summer,  and  having  no(,  rained  a long  time.  !■ 
jihaiscd  find  tliat  tbo  flood  eame  ii])  to  the  town  to  seek  tlic  1)iigan- 
tincs,  from  wbeiico  they  carried  them  liy  water  to  the  river.  M'hi-‘]i. 
if  they  had  gone  liy  land,  had  been  in  danger  of  break'ing  and  sjiHi- 
tiiig  their  keels,  and  to  bo  all  undone  ; because  that  for  want  of  iron. 


206 


mS'XORICAL  COLL.r.CTIOX3  OF  J^OUISIANA. 


tlie  spikes  wore  sliort^  and  (lie  planks  and  tiinl.'cr  were  very  weak. 
The  Indians  of  Mlnoya^  during  the  time  that  they  were  there  came 
to  serve  them  (being  driven  tliereimto  by  necessity)  that  of  the  maize 
which  they  bad  taken  from  tlminj  they  would  bestow  some  crumbs 
upon  tlicm,  and  because  the  country  was  fertile,  and  tlic  people  used 
to  feed  of  maize,  and  the  Chri-tians  had  gotten  all  from  them  that 
they  had,  and  the  people  were  many,  they  were  not  able  to  sustain 
themselves.  Those  which  came  to  the  town  were  so  wca,k  and  feeble, 
that  they  had  no  flesh  left  on  tlieir  bones  : and  many  came  and  died 
near  the  town  for  jiurc  hunger  and  weakness.  The  Governor  com- 
manded upon  grievous  piini.'^liments  to  give  them  no  maize.  Yet, 
wlien  they  sav;  that  tlio  liogs  wanted  it  not,  and  that  they  had  yielded 
themselves  to  servo  them,  aial  considering  their  inisory  and  wretched- 
ness, liaving  pity  of  them,  tliey  gave  them  part  of  the  maize  v/hich 
they  had.  And  when  the  time  of  their  embarkment  came,  there  vms 
not  sufficient  to  serve  (beir  own  turns.  That  wbicb.  there  was,  they 
put  into  the  brigantines,  and  into  great  canoes  tied  two  and  two  to- 
gether. They  shipped  twenty-two  of  the  best  horses  that  were  in 
the  camp,  the  rest  tl)ey  made  dried  lies!)  ot‘;  and  dj-essed  the  hogs 
which  they  liad  in  like  mauner.  They  departed  from  Mhioya  the 
second  day  of  dul}g  1543. 

The  day  before  tlicy  departed  from  Minoija^  they  determined  to 
dismiss  all  the  men  and  women  of  the  country,  wlricli  they  had  de- 
tained as  slaves  to  serve  them,  save  some  Inmdrecl,  little  more  or  less, 
which  the  (Jovernor  embarked,  and  ollicrs  vrhom  it  pleased  him  to 
permit.  And  because  there  veerc  many  men  of  (juality,  whom  he 
could  not  deny  tliat  which  ho  grantt'd  to  othcr.s,  he  used  a policy, 
saying,  tluit  tliey  jnight  serve  them  as  long  as  they  were  in  the  river, 
but  wlien  tliey  emm;  to  the  sea,  they  must  send  them  away  for  want 
of  water,  because  they  had  luit  few  vessels,  lie  told  his  friends  in 
.secret,  that  they  should  carry  theirs  to  xsaeva  FyKi-na  : and  all 
those  whom  lie  bare  no  good-will  unto  (which  were  Hie  greater  num- 
ber) ignorant  of  that,  wbidi  was  bidden  from  tleun,  v.'hich  afterward 
time  discovered,  thinldng  it  iiibumaiiitN  fur  .so  little  time  of  service,  in 
reward  of  the  great  service  that  ibey  had  done  tlksii,  to  carry  them 
with  ihcm,  todeave  them  slaves  to  utlier  men  eiit  of  their  own  coiin- 
tnes,  I'ft  live  hundred  men  and  >v.mu'ji  ; among  whom  were  many 
boys  and  eiids,  wliich  spake  and  undrr^tood  I lie  Sp;mi.s1i  tonuue. 
The  ncvU  •!'  flii  iii  did  nolliing  luit  weep;  wldcb  moved  ’’•reat  com- 
pa-S!ot>;  sc.'mg  all  of  them  uilh  good-wiil  would  have  become 
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Cluistians,  and  were  left  in  state  of  perdition.  Tliere  Trent  from 
Mlnoya  three  liundrcd  and  t\Tenty-t\vo  Spaniards  in  seven  hrigan- 
tiucS;  v.ell  made,  save  tliat  tlic  planks  were  thin,  because  the  nails 
were  sliort,  and  vrere  not  pitclied,  nor  liad  any  decks  to  keep  the 
Vy'ater  from  coining  in.  Instead  of  decks  tliey  laid  planlis,  vrhereon 
the  mariners  might  run  to  trim  their  sails,  and  the  people  might  re- 
fresh themselves  above  and  below.  The  Governor  made  Ids  captains, 
and  gave  to  every  one  liis  brigantine,  and  took  their  oath  and  their 
word,  that  tliey  would  obey  him,  until  they  came  to  the  laud  of  the 
Christians.  The  Governor  took  one  of  the  brigantines  for  liimself, 
vrliich  he  best  liked.  Tlie  same  day  that  they  departed  fi'mn  J/bmyu, 
they  passed  by  Giiachoiia^  where  the  Indians  tarried  for  tlicm  in 
canoes  by  the  river.  And  on  the  shore,  they  had  made  a great  arbor 
witli  houghs . Tbe_y  desired  him  to  come  on  shore ; hut  he  excused 
himself,  and  so  went  along.  The  Indians  in  their  canoes  aeeom]uinicd 
him  ; and  coming  where  an  arm  of  the  river  dcelincu  on  tln^  right 
hand,  they  said  tliat  the  Province  of  Qul<jalta  was  near  unto  that 
place,  and  imporiuned  tlie  Governor  to  set  upon  lilm,  and  that  they 
would  aid  him.  And  because  they  had  said  that  he  dwelt  llirec  days’ 
journey  down  tlie  river,  the  Governor  supposed  that  they  had  plotted 
some  treason  against  him,  and  there  left  them ; and  went  down  with 
the  greatest  force  of  the  water.  The  current  was  very  strong,  and 
with  tiic  help  of  oars,  they  went  very  svriftly.  The  first  day  they 
landed  in  a wood  on  the  left  liand  of  the  river,  and  at  night  they 
witlidrevc  themselves  to  the  brigantines.  The  next  day  tliey  came  to 
a town  Avliere  they  went  on  shore,  and  the  people  that  was  in  it  durst 
not  tarry.  A woman  that  they  took  there  being  examined,  said,  that 
the  town  belonged  to  a caci(]ue  named  lluasenc,  subject  to  Of/'j/alla, 
and  tliat  Qunja.ha  tarried  for  them  below  in  the  river  with  many  men. 
Certain  horsemen  veent  thither,  and  found  some  houses,  v, ■herein  was 
mut;h  maize.  Immediately  more  of  them  went  thither  and  tarried 
there  otic  da}-,  and  vGueli  they  did  beat  out,  and  took  as  luiirh  maize 
as  (imy  needed.  'While  they  were  lliere,  many  Indians  came  from 
tlie  nether  part  of  (lie  river,  and  on  the  other  side  right  agaii.st  them 
sciuewliat  careles.-ly  ,‘-:et  themselves  in  order  to  light.  TIio  Govermu' 
sent  in  two  canoc.s  (lie  crossbowmen  that  lie  had,  and  as  immy  more 
a.scouM  ;ro  in  tliam.  They  laui  away,  :md  seeing  tlie  Siunianh  could 
hot  overtake  I hem,  they  returned  hack,  aid  took  courage;  aiul  com- 
ing nearer,  malcing  an  outcry,  they  thieatciicd  tliem  ; and  as  a.^' 
they  departed  iheiice,  they  vreiit  alter  them,  some  in  canoes,  an.l  some 
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by  land  along  tlic  river;  and  getting  befong  coining  to  a town  tliat 
stood  by  tlie  river’s  side,  tlicy  joined  altogetlierj  making  a show  that 
tliey  would  tany  tliere.  Every  brigantine  towed  a canoe  fastened  to 
their  sterns  for  their  jiarticnlar  service,  rrescntly  there  entered  men 
into  every  one  of  them,  whieli  made  the  Indians  to  By,  and  burned 
the  town.  The  same  da}^  they  presently  landed  in  a great  field,  where 
the  Indians  durst  not  tuny.  The  next  day  there  were  gathered  to- 
gether an  hundred  canoes,  among  which  were  some  that  carried  sixU^ 
and  seventy  men,  and  the  jtriueipal  men’s  ermoes  laid  their  tilts,  and 
pinnies  of  white  and  red  feathers  for  their  ensigns  : and  they  came 
within  two  crossbow  shots  of  the  brigantines,  and  sent  three  Indians 
in  a small  canoe  with  a fi-igiicd  message  to  view  the  manner  of  the 
brigantines,  and  vrbat  woajions  tlicy  liad.  And  coining,  to  tlic  side 
cf  the  Governor’s  brigantine,  one  of  the  Indians  entered,  and  said  : 
That  the  Cacique  of  his  lord,  sent  him  his  commenda- 

tions, and  did  let  him  undm-staud,  that  all  that  the  Indians  of 
Gnarlioija  had  told  him  concM'rning  himself,  was  false,  and  that  they 
had  incensed  him,  because  they  were  his  enemies;  that  he  was  his 
servant,  and  should  find  him  so.” 

The  Governor  answered  liim,  that  he  believed  all  that  be  said  was 
true,  and  willed  him  to  tell  him  that  lie  esteemed  his  friendship  very 
much.  AVith  tliis  answer  they  returned  to  the  place  wliere  tlie  rest 
in  their  canoes  were  waiting  for  ilicm,  and  from  tliencc  all  of  them 
fell  down,  and  came  near  the  Spaniards,  shmiting  aloud,  and  threaten- 
ing of  them.  The  Governor  sent  Jolni  clc  (>nr,man,  wliicli  had  been 
a captain  of  footmen  iu  Florida,  with  {iftcen  armed  men  in  canoes  to 
make  them  give  way.  As  soon  as  the  Indians  saw  them  come 
towards  them,  lliey  divided  tbenisclves  into  two  paurts,  and  stood  still 
till  tlie  Spaniards  came  nigli  tlicm,  and  w!u  n they  were  came  near 
them,  tliey  joined  together  on  hoih  sidt-s,  talring  rJolui  de  Guranan  in 
the  middle,  and  them  that  came  first  Avilh  him,  and  Avith  great  fury 
boarded  tlicm  : and  as  their  ennocs  Averc  bigger,  and  man)'  of  tlnnii 
leaped  into  the  water  to  stay  them,  and  to  lav  unid  on  the  canoes  of 
the  Spaniards,  and  ovenvlu-Im  them;  so  prescnily  they  overwhelmed 
them.  I’lio  Christians  fell  into  tlie  Avater,  and  Avilh  tlie  Aveiuht  of 
their  armor  sunk  doAvn  to  the  hot  tom  ; and  some  fcAv,  that  by  sAvim- 
miiig  or  bolding  by  the  cmioe.  conhl  have  saved  tliemselA'Cs,  Avitli 
oars  and  staves  Avhieh  they  had,  tlmy  strm-k  them  on  the  hoad  and 
make  them  snd:.  \\  hen  they  o(  the  hriuanlines  saw  the  OAviihrow, 
though  they  Aviuit  about  to  succor  them,  vet  throiigli  the  current  of 
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the  river  tliey  could  not  go  hack.  Four  S}>aniards  fled  to  the  brigan- 
tine that  was  nearest  to  the  canoes ; and  only  these  escaped  of  those 
that  came  among  the  Indians.  There  were  eleven  that  died  tlierc  : 
among  whom  John  <le  Gu::man  was  one,  and  a son  of  Don  (kirlos, 
called  John  dc  Varyas  : the  rest  also  were  persons  of  account  and  men 
of  great  courage.  Those  that  escaped  by  swimming  said  tiiat  they 
saw  the  Indians  enter  the  canoe  of  John  dc  Gnr.inan  at  tlie  stern  of 
one  of  their  canoes,  and  wliether  they  carried  him  away  dead  or  alivo 
they  could  not  certainly  tell. 

The  Indians,  seeing  that  they  had  got  the  victory,  took  such  cou- 
rage, that  they  assaulted  them  in  the  brigantines,  which  tliey  durst 
not  do  lieforc.  Tliey  came  first  to  that  brigantine  wberein  Calderon 
went  for  captain,  and  was  in  the  rearward  ; and  at  the  tii'st  volley  of 
arrovrs  they  wounded  twenty-live  men.  Tlicre  were  only  four  aimed 
men  in  this  brigantine  ; these  did  stand  at  the  brigantine’s  side  to  de- 
fend it.  Those  that  were  unarmed,  seeing  how  they  hurt  them,  left 
their  oars  and  went  under  the  deck : whereupon  the  brigantine  began 
to  cross,  and  to  go  where  the  current  of  the  stream  carried  it.  One 
of  the  armed  men  seeing  this,  v/ithout  the  commandment  of  tlio  cap- 
tain, made  a fuotman  to  take  an  oar  and  steer  the  brigantine,  he  stand- 
ing before  liim  and  defending  him  with  his  target.  The  Indians  came 
no  nearer  than  a bowshot,  from  whence  they  offended  and  were  mT 
offended,  receiving  no  hurt : for  in  every  brigantine  was  but  one 
crossbow,  and  those  which  vre  had  were  very  much  out  of  order.  So 
that  the  Christians  did  nothing  else  but  stand  for  a butt  to  rceeive 
their  arrows.  Having  left  this  brigantine  they  went  to  another,  and 
fought  Nvlth  it  half  an  liour ; and  so  from  one  to  another  they  hnight 
with  them  all.  The  Christians  had  mats  to  lay  under  them,  whicli 
were  double,  and  so  close  and  strong,  that  no  arrow  went  through 
them.  And  as  soon  as  the  Indians  gave  them  leisure,  they  fenced 
the  lu-igantiucs  with  them.  And  the  Indians  seeing  that  they  could 
not  shoot  level,  shot  their  arrows  at  random  np  in  the  air,  v.hi'h  fell 
into  the  brigantines,  and  hurt  some  of  the  men  : and  not  therewith 
contented,  they  sought  to  get  to  thcui  which  were  iu  the  canoe-  with 
tlic  horses.  Those  of  the  brigantines  environed  them  to  defend  ihcm, 
and  took  them  among  them.  Tims  seeing  iheiusclvc.s  much  vexed  by 
them,  and  so  wearied  that  they  could  no  linger  endure  it,  they  deter- 
mined to  tiavel  all  the  niulit  following,  tliiiikiiig  to  got  beyond  the 
comitry  of  (^ahjalla,  and  that  tiiey  w'ould  leave  them  : l)ut  when  they 
thought  least  of  it,  su[)[)Osing  that,  (hey  had  now  left  them,  (hey  heard 
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very  near  them  so  great  outcries,  that  they  made  them  deaf,  and  so 
tliey  followed  us  all  that  night,  and  the  next  day  till  noon,  by  which 
time  we  were  come  into  the  country  of  others,  whom  they  desired  to 
use  us  after  the  same  mannerj  and  so  they  did.  The  men  of  QulfjaUa 
rtturned  home;  and  the  other  in  tifty  canoes  fought  with  us  a whole 
day  and  a night;  and  they  entered  one  of  the  brigantines,  that  came 
in  the  rearward,  by  the  canoe  which  she  had  at  lier  stern,  and  took 
away  a woman  which  they  found  in  it,  and  afterwards  hurt  some  of 
the  men  in  the  brigantines.  Those  which  came  with  the  horses  in 
the  canoes,  being  wearied  witli  rowing  night  and  day,  lingered  be- 
hind; and  presently  the  Indians  came  upon  them,  and  they  of  the 
brigantines  tarried  for  them,  d’he  Governor  resolved  to  go  on  shore 
and  kill  the  horses,  because  of  the  slow  way  which  they  made  be- 
cause of  them.  As  soon  as  they  saw  a place  convenient  for  it,  they 
went  thither  and  killed  the  horses,  and  brought  the  flesh  of  them  to 
dry  it  on  board.  Four  or  five  of  them  remained  on  shore  alive;  the 
Indians  went  unto  them,  after  the  Spaniards  were  embarked.  The 
horses  were  not  accpiainted  with  tlicm,  and  began  to  neigh,  and  run 
up  and  down  in  such  sort,  that  the  Indians,  for  fear  of  them,  leaped 
into  the  water ; and  getting  into  their  canoes  went  after  the  brigan- 
tines, shooting  cruelly  at  them.  They  followed  us  that  evenins;  and 
the  night  following  till  the  next  day  at  ten  of  the  clock,  and  then  re- 
turned up  the  river.  Presently  from  a small  town  that  stood  upon 
the  river  came  seven  canoes,  and  followed  us  a little  way  down  the 
river,  shooting  at  us  : but  seeing  they  were  so  few  tliat  they  could  do 
us  but  little  harm,  they  returned  to  their  town.  From  thence  for- 
ward, until  they  came  to  the  sea,  they  had  no  encounter.  They 
sailed  down  the  river  seventeen  days  : which  may  be  two  hundred  and 
fifty  leagues’  journey,  little  more  or  less;  and  near  unto  the  sea,  the 
river  is  divided  into  two  arms;  each  of  them  is  a league  and  a half 
broad. 

.Half  a league  before  they  came  to  the  sea,  they  came  to  anchor  to 
rest  tliemselvcs  tliei-e  about  a day;  for  they  were  very  weary  with 
rowing,  and  out  of  lieart.  For  by  the  space  of  many  days  they  had 
eaten  nothing  but  jtarched  and  sodden  mai'/e;  which  they  had  by 
allowance  every  day  an  headpiece  full  by  strike  for  every  three  m.en. 
'While  they  }-o(le  tli('ve  at  anchor  seven  canoes  of  Indians  came  to  set 
upon  those  wliich  they  broiiglit  with  them.  d’lie  Governor  eom- 
inanded  armeil  man  logo  aboard  them,  and  to  drive  thcin  farther  off. 
They  came  also  against  them  by  land  through  a lliick  wood,  and  a 
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moorisli  ground^  and  had  staves  with  very  sharp  forked  heads  made 
of  the  bones  of  fishes,  and  fought  very  valiantly  with  us,  whicli  went 
out  to  encounter  them.  And  the  otlior  that  came  in  canoes  with  their 
arrows  staid  for  them  that  came  against  them,  and  at  their  coming 
both  those  that  were  on  laud,  and  tliosc  in  the  canoes  wounded  some 
of  us:  and  seeing  us  come  near  them,  they  turned  their  backs,  and 
like  swift  horses  among  footmen  got  away  from  us;  inaking  some 
returns,  and  reuniting  themselves  together,  going  not  past  a bow  shot 
off:  for  in  so  retiring  they  shot,  without  receiving  any  hurt  of  the 
Christians.  For  though  they  had  some  bows,  yet  they  could  not  use 
them;  and  brake  their  arms  with  rowing  to  overtake  tliem.  And  the 
Indians  easily  in  their  compass  went  with  their  canoes,  staying  and 
wheeling  about  as  it  had  been  in  a skirmish,  perceiving  tlmt  those 
that  came  against  them  could  not  offend  them.  And  the  inore  they 
strove  to  come  near  them,  the  more  hurt  they  received.  As  soon  as 
they  had  driven  them  farther  off,  they  returned  to  the  brigantines. 

I They  stayed  two  days  there:  and  departed  from  thence  irnto  the  place 
where  the  arm  of  the  river  entereth  into  the  sea.  Tlicy  sounded  in 
the  river  near  unto  the  sea,  and  found  forty  farthoms  ivater.  They 
staid  there.  And  the  Grovernor  commanded  all  and  singular  pcr.sons 
to  speak  their  minds  touching  their  voyage,  whether  it  were  best  to 
crossover  to  Xueva  E^jana,  committing  themselves  to  the  high  sea, 
or  whether  the}'  should  keep  along  the  coast.  There  were  sundry 
opinions  touching  tliis  matter:  wherein  John  Daniisco,  Avhicb  presumed 
much,  and  took  much  upon  him  in  the  knowledge  of  navigation,  and 
matters  of  the  sea,  although  -he  had  but  little  experience,  moved 
the  Governor  vi til  his  talk : and  his  opinion  was  seconded  by  some 
others.  And  tliey  affirmed,  that  it  was  much  better  to  pass  by  tlie 
high  sea,  and  cross  the  gulf,  which  v/as  tlii'ce  of  four  parts  tJie  lesser 
travel,  because  in  giving  along  the  coast,  they  went  a great  way  about, 
by  reason  of  the  compass  v.diich  the  land  did  make.  John  JJanu^co 
said,  that  he  had  seen  the  sea-card,  and  that  from  the  ]dacc  where  they 
Vr’cre,  the  coast  ran  cast  and  west  unto  Abb  dc  las  I'afouis ; and  from 
Jiio  dc  las  Jhdmas  to  ddueva  Esjmna  from  north  to  soulli : and  therefore 
in  sailing  always  in  sight  of  land  would  be  a great  compassing  about 
and  s])cnding  of  much  time;  and  (hat  tliey  would  be  in  gieal  danger 
to  be  overtaken  with  winter  ludbrc  they  should  get  to  (he  land  of 
the  Christians  : and  (hat  in  ten  or  twelve  days*  space,  having  good 
woatlier,  they  might  be  there  in  crossing  over.  The  most  ]»art  weiv 
against  this  o'pinion,  :md  said  that  it  was  more  safe  to  go  along  (he 
coast,  though  tliey  staid  the  longer:  because  tlicir  ships  were  very 
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weak  and  \nl-liout  decks,  so  tLai  a very  little  storm  was  enongh  to 
cast  them  nway:  and  if  the}'  should  be  hindered  with  calms,  or  con- 
trary weather,  through  the  small  store  of  vessels  which  they  had  to 
carry  water  in,  they  should  likewise  fall  into  great  danger:  and  that 
althougli  the  ships  were  such  as  tliey  might  venture  in  them,  yet  hav- 
ing neither  pilot  nor  sea-card  to  guide  themselves,  it  was  no  good 
counsel  to  cross  the  gulf.  This  opinion  was  confirmed  by  the  greatest 
part : and  they  agreed  to  go  along  the  coast.  At  the  time  wdierein 
they  sought  to  depart  from  thence,  the  cable  of  the  anchor  of  the  Go- 
vernor’s brigantine  brake,  and  tlie  anchor  remained  in  the  river.  And 
albeit  they  were  near  the  shore,  yet  it  wais  so  deep,  that  the  divers 
diving  many  times  could  never  lind  it;  which  caused  great  sadness  in 
the  Governor,  and  in  all  ilio.^e  tliat  went  with  him  in  his  brigantine: 
but  \vith  a grindstone  which  they  had,  and  certain  bridles  which 
remained  to  some  of  the  gentlemen,  and  men  of  worship  which  liad 
horses,  they  made  a vreight  which  served  instead  of  an  anchor.  The 
18th  of  July  (1513)  they  went  forth  to  sea  with  fair  and  prosperous 
weather  for  their  voyage.  And  seeing  that  the}'  were  gone  two  or 
three  leagues  from  the  shore,  tlie  captains  of  tho  other  brigantines 
overtook  them,  and  asked  tbc  Governor,  wherefore  he  did  put  off  from 
the  .shore?  and  that  if  he  would  leave  the  coast,  he  should  say  so; 
and  he  should  not  do  it  witlioiit  the  consent  of  all:  and  that  if  he  did 
otherwise,  they  would  not  follow  him,  but  Gnat  eveiy  one  would  do 
what  seemed  best  unto  himself.  The  Governor  answered,  that  he 
would  do  nothing  without  their  counsel,  but  that  he  did  bear  oft’  from 
the  hinil  to  sail  the  better  and  safer  by  night ; and  that  the  next  day 
when  time  served,  he  would  return  to  the  siglit  of  land  again.  They 
sailed  witli  a reasonable  good  wind  that  day  and  the  night  following, 
and  the  next  day  till  evening  song,  always  in  fresh  water;  wlicreat 
tlicy  wondered  much:  tor  they  were  very  far  from  land.  ]>ui  the 
force  of  the  cuiTcnt  of  the  I'ivcr  is  .so  great,  and  tlie  coast  there  is  so 
shallow ’and  gentle,  that  the  fresh  water  enters  far  into  the  sea. 
That  evening  on  their  right  hamvi  they  .saw  certain  creeks,  whither 
the3Mvcnt,  and  rested  tliere  Giat  night:  vhciv  John  Dannsco  with  his 
reasons  won  them  at  last,  that  all  eon.^'cuted  and  agreed  to  commit 
them.-clvcs  to  thf  main  sea,  alleging,  as  hr  had  dime  before,  that  it 
was  a great  mlvantage,  and  that  their  voyage  wniild  be  much  i-horter. 
They  sailed  two  day.^,  and  when  they  would  Inive  come  to  sight  of 
land  tlu-v  eould  U(R,  fnr  the  wind  blew  from  tho  short'.  On  tlu' ff-urth 
day,  .seeing  their  fresh  water  began  to  fail,  i'eaiing  nece.ssity  a.ud 
duimcr,  they  all  complained  of  f/o/in  and  of  tlic  Governor 
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tliat  followed  his  coimscl;  and  every  one  of  the  captains  said^  that 
they  would  no  more  go  from  the  shore,  tliongh  the  Governor  went 
whitlicr  he  would.  It  jlcascd  God  that  the  wind  changed,  tliough  but 
a little  : and  at  the  end  of  four  days  after  they  had  put  to  sea,  being 
already  destitute  of  water,  by  force  of  rowing  tliey  got  witliiu  sight  of 
land,  and  with  great  trouble  recovered  it,  in  an  open  road.  That 
evening  the  wind  came  to  the  south,  wiiich  on  that  coast  is  cross 
wind,  and  drove  the  brigantines  against  the  shore,  because  it  blevf  very 
hard,  and  tiie  anchors  were  so  weak,  that  they  yielded  and  began  to 
bend.  The  Governor  commanded  all  men  to  leap  into  the  water,  and 
going  betweeen  them  and  the  shore,  and  thrustiug  the  brigantines  into 
the  sea  as  soon  as  the  vrave  was  past,  they  saved  them  till  tlie  wind 
ceased. 

In  the  bay  where  they  rode,  after  the  tempest  was  passed,  they 
went  on  shore,  and  witli  mattocks, 'which  they  had,  tliey  digged  certain 
pits,  -vihicli  gre-w  full  of  fresh  waiter,  'where  thc}"  filled  all  the  ca4:.s 
they  had.  The  next  day  they  departed  thence,  and  sailed  two  days, 
and  entered  into  a creek,  like  unto  a pool,  fenced  from  tlic  south 
wind,  which  then  did  blowg  and  ivas  against  them;  and  there  they 
stayed  four  days,  not  being  able  to  get  out;  and  'vdien  tlie  sea  veas 
calm  they  row’’cd  out.  Tliey  sailed  that  day,  and  towards  evening 
the  'wind  grew  so  strong  that  it  drove  them  on  the  shore,  and  they 
■were  sorry  that  they  had  put  forth  from  the  former  harlior;  for  as 
soon  as  night  approached,  a storm  began  to  rise  in  the  sea,  and  the 
wind  still  veaxed  more  violent- wdtli  a tc'mpcst.  The  brigantines  ](^st 
one  anotlier.  Two  of  tlicm,  '\Vbich  bare  more  into  the  sea,  entered 
into  an  ai'm  of  the  sea,  wliich  pierced  into  tlie  land  hvo  leagues  be 
3'-ond  the  place  where  the  others  'were  that  night.  Tlie  five  vdiich 
stayed  hehiml,  heing  always  a league  and  half  a league  the  one  from 
tlie  other,  met  together,  witliout  au}^  knowledge  the  one  of  the  othtw, 
ill  a,  wild  read,  where  tlie  wind  and  the  vraves  di’ove  tliem  on  .shore; 
for  tlielr  ancliors  did  straighten  and  came  liome,  and  they  ceuld  not 
use  their  oars,  putting  seven  or  eight  men  to  every  one,  whicii  rowed 
to  seaward;  and  all  the  rest  leaped  into  tlie  water,  and  when  tlie  'wave 
v.Tis  ija.-^.'ed  that  drave  the  biigaiitiiic  on  shore,  they  thrust  it  again 
into  (he  sea  w ith  all  the  diligmcc  and  miglit  that  ihc-y  had.  Otlu-rs, 
while  amither  ^vavo  was  iueoming,  with  1.k»w1s  laved  out  the  vviter 
that  came  in  overhoanl.  While  ihe^’'  were  in  this  tempest,  in 
great  I'.'ar  of  ladug  east  away  in  that  ]i1aeo,  from  midnight  foi'ward 
they  eudiirt'd  an  iutuleiahle  torment  of  an  lufmlte  swarm  of  nio.a|uitoes 
which  fi.'ll  upon  them,  whleli  as  soon  as  Ihe^  had  stung  Ihetlesh,  it  so 
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infected  it,  as  tliougli  they  Lad  been  venomous.  In  tLe  mornirjg  the 
sea  -was  assuaged  and  the  wind  slacked,  but  not  the  mosquitoes;  for 
the  sails,  vdiich  Avere  wliite,  seemed  black  with  them  in  the  morning. 
Q'hose  ^vhich  ]-o\ved,  unless  others  kept  them  awa}q  were  not  able  to 
row.  Having  passed  the  fear  and  danger  of  the  storm,  beholding  the 
deformities  of  their  faces,  and  the  blows  which  they  gave  themselves 
to  drive  them  away,  one  of  them  laughed  at  another.  They  met  all 
together  in  the  creek  where  the  two  brigantines  were  which  outwent' 
their  fellows.  There  was  found  a scum  which  they  call  copee,  which 
the  sea  casteth  up,  and  it  is  like  pitch,  whercAvith  in  some  places, 
where  pitch  is  wanting,  the}''  pitch  their  ships;  there  they  pitched 
tlieir  brigantines.  They  rested  two  days,  and  then  eftsoons  pro- 
ceeded on  tlieir  voyage.  Tliey  sailed  two  days  more,  and  landed  in  a 
b.ay  or  arm  of  the  sea,  where  they  stayed  two  days.  The  same  day 
that  they  Avent  from  thence  six  men  Avent  up  in  a canoe  toAvard  the 
head  of  it,  and  could  not  see  the  end  of  it.  They  put  out  from 
thence  with  a soutli  Avind,  A\diicli  Avas  against  them;  but  because  it 
Avas  little,  and  for  the  great  desire  they  had  to  shorten  their  voyage, 
they  put  out  to  sea  by  the  force  of  oars,  and  for  all  that  made  very 
little  Avay,  Avilh  great  labor,  in  two  days,  and  AAmnt  under  the  lee  of  a 
small  island  into  an  arm  of  the  sea,  Avhich  compassed  it  about. 
IVhile  they  Avere  there,  there  fell  out  such  Aveather,  that  they  gawe 
God  many  thanks  that  they  found  out  such  an  harbor.  There  Avas 
great  store  of  fish  in  that  place,  Avhich  they  took  Avith  nets,  Avliich 
lliC}"  had,  and  liooks.  Here  a man  cast  an  hook  and  a line  into  the 
sea,  and  tied  the  end  of  it  to  his  arm,  and  a f sh  caught  it,  and  drcAV 
him  into  the  Avater  unto  the  neck ; and  it  pleased  God  that  he  re- 
membered himself  of  a knife  that  he  had,  and  cut  the  line  Avith  it. 
I'licre  they  abode  fourteen  da}s;  and  at  the  end  of  them  it  pleased 
God  to  send  them  fair  AA’eather,  for  Avhich,  Avith  great  devotion,  they 
appointed  a [iroces.'rion,  and  Avent  in  ]>roco.ssion  along  the  strand,  1)G- 
.>eecJiing  God  to  bring  them  to  a land  Avhere  they  miulit  scrAm  him  in 
better  sort. 

In  all  the  coast  Avhorcsoevcr  they  digged  they  f.uind  fresh  AA'ater; 
there  they  lillel  tlieir  vessds,  and  tlu;  ]H'ocesvion  boino;  ended,  cm- 
barlu'd  theinsclve-’,  and  going  always  in  siglit  of  (Iw  shore  they  sailed 
.dx  days.  JiJtK  Dtnnrsro  said  (b  it  it  avouM  do  Avell  to  bear  out  to 
.Hawaid  ; fn-  lie  lial  secu  ilio  sea-card,  and  ivmeitibeivd  that  from  Jiio 
(h),  /os  lonvard,  the  coast  did  nm  from  north  to  south,  and 

tliitlierto  they  had  rmi  rnun  ca>t  to  wr-^t,  and  in  his  opinion,  b\  his 
reckoning,  I/io  ((<  las  J\i/nio.s  could  not  bo  fir  otV  from  Avherc  (liey 
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were.  That  same  night  tliey  put  to  sea^  and  in  the  morning  they  saw 
palm  leaves  floating,  arid  the  coast  which  ran  north  and  south.  Ih-om 
midda}^  forward  thej'  .saw  great  mountains,  wliicli  until  then  they  had 
not  seen;  for  from  this  place  to  Faertode  Sjuritu  Santo,  where  they 
first  landed  in  Florida,  was  a very  plain  ainl  low  country;  and  there- 
fore it  cannot  be  descried,  unless  a man  coines  very  near  it.  By  that 
wl)ich  they  saw,  they  thought  they  had  overshot  Fio  dc  Fa.hmis  that 
niglit,  which  is  sixty  leagues  from  the  river  Fanuco,  whieli  is  in 
Xurca  Fsjxuia.  They  assembled  all  togetlicr,  and  some  said  it 
was  not  good  to  sail  by  night,  lest  they  should  overshoot  the  I'ivor  of 
Fanuco;  and  others  said,  it  Avas  not  Avmll  to  lose  time  while  it  was 
favorable,  and  that  it  could  r.ot  be  so  near  that  they  should  j'ass  it 
that  night ; and  they  agreed  to  take  atvay  half  the  sails,  and  so  sail 
all  night.  Tayo  of  the  Inagantines,  which  sailed  tliat  night  Avitli  all 
their  sails,  lyy  break  of  da^^  liad  overshot  the  river  of  Fanuco  Avithout 
seeing  it.  Of  the  five  that  came  behind,  the  first  that  came  unto  it 
Avas  that  Avhereiu  Cedderan  was  captain.  A quarter  of  a league  be- 
fore they  came  at  it,  and  before  they  did  see  it,  the}"  saw  the  Avatcr 
tnuddy,  and  lareAV  it  to  be  fresh  Avater ; and  coming  right  against  tlie 
river,  the}’  saAv  Avhere  it  entered  into  the  sea,  that  the  water  brolte  u[)on 
a shoal.  And  because  there  Avas  no  man  there  that  kncAv  it,  they 
AA'ore  in  doubt  vd.iether  they  sliould  go  in,  or  go  along;  and  they  re- 
solved to  go  in;  and  before  the}"  came  into  tlie  ciuTcrit,  tliey  Avent 
close  to  tlic  shore,  and  entered  into  the  port.  And  as  soon  as  they 
Avere  come  in,  they  saAv  Tndian  men  and  AA'omen  appareled  like  Span- 
iards, Avhom  they  asked  in  Avhat  country  they  Avere  ? They  aiiSAA\'rcd 
in  Sjiani>ii,  ll)at  it  aatis  the  ri\"cr  of  Fanuco,  and  that  the  towji  of 
the  Chri-^tians  Avas  fifteen  leagues  up  Avithin  tlie  land.  Tlie  joy  th.at 
all  of  them  received  upon  this  ucavs  cannot  suiiiej.,entl}"  be  exprt'ssed ; 
for  it  seemed  unto  them  that  at  that  instant  they  Avere  born  again. 
And  many  AAu:'ut  on  slioro  and  kissed  the  ground,  and  kneeline  on 
their  kneo.q  Aiilh  lifting  up  their  hands  and  eyes  to  Heaven,  they  all 
eca.scd  not  to  give  Cod  thanks.  Tliosc  AAdiich  came  after,  a.s  soon  a.s 
they  saAv  Cafdi  ran  come  to  an  anchor  AA  itli  Ins  brigantine  in  the 
ri\"cr,  ];re.mritly  went  thither,  and  canne  into  tlie  liaveii.  Tlie  other 
lA’.o  brigantines  whieh  had  overshot  the  ]'lace,  put  to  sea  to  return 
back  to  seek  thi-  nal,  and  could  not  do  it,  becan.-e  the  a\ ind  Avas  con- 
trary and  the  s-'a  groAvn;  they  Avere  afraid  of  being  cast  awa}',  and 
rc'eovering  the  shoia;  they  cast  anelmr.  A\’hile  they  rode  th<‘re  a 
storm  a.i'o.se,  and  .‘-eeing  (hat  they  could  )iot  a.bide  tliere,  mneh  h"s 
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endure  nt  sea,  resolved  to  run  on  sliore;  and  as  the  brigantines 
were  but  small,  so  did  they  draw  but  little  water;  and  where  they 
were  it  was  a sand}'  coast.  By  wbicli  occasion  the  force  of  their  sails 
drove  them  on  shore,  without  any  Inirt  of  them  that  were  in  them. 
As  iliose  that  were  in  the  port -of  Pan  aco  at  this  time  were  in  great 
joy;  so  these  felt  a double  grief  in  their  hearts,  for  they  knew  not 
what  was  become  of  their  fellows,  nor  in  what  country  they  were,  and 
feared  it  was  a country  of  Indian  enemies.  They  landed  two  leagues 
below  the  port;  a.nd  when  they  saw  themsclve.s  out  of  the  danger  of 
the  sea,  every  one  took  of  that  which  he  had,  as  much  as  he  could  carry 
on  his  back,  and  tliey  traveled  up  into  tlio  country,  and  found  Indians, 
which  told  them  wljorc'  their  fellows  were,  and  gave  them  good  enter- 
tainment; wherewith  their  sadness  was  turned  into  joy,  and  they 
thanked  God  nio.':>t  ljumbly  for  their  deliverance  out  of  so  many 
dangers. 

I’d-om  the  time  that  they  put  out  of  Rio  Grande  to  tlie  sea,  at 
their  departure  from  Florida,  until  they  arrived  in  the  river  of  Fa~ 
nueo,  was  fifty-two  days.  They  came  into  the  river  of  Panuco  the 
tenth  of  Scptemljcr,  1548.  Tliey  went  up  the  river  witli  their  brig- 
antines. They  traveled  four  days ; and  because  tlio  wind  was  but 
little,  and  many  times  it  served  them  n.ot  because  of  tlie  many  turn- 
ings wiiicb  the  river  maketh,  and  the  greiit  current  drawing  them  up 
by  towing,  and  that  in  many  places;  for  this  cause  they  made  very 
little  way  aud  with  great  labor;  a.nd  seeing  tlie  execution  of  tlieir  de- 
sire to  be  deferred,  wbicii  was  to  come  among  Christians,  and  to  see 
the  celebration  of  divine  service,  v.hieh  so  long  time  they  had  not 
seen,  they  lell  the  brigantines  witli  the  mariners,  and  went  by  land 
to  P(tnuro.  All  of  tluen  wei’O  appaiehvl  in  deers’  skins  tanned  and 
dyed  black,  to  wit, finals,  hoi^e,  aud  shoes.  4\  hen  they  came  to  ]\i- 
■nveo,  presently  tliey  went  to  the  cliureh  to  pray  and  give  Cod  thanks 
that  so.  miracuhuwly  had  savetl  them.  The  townsmen  which  1'eforo 
were  advertised  b}’  the  Indian-,  and  Knew  of  tlieir  arrival,  carried 
some  of  them  to  tin/ir  lion<^es,  and  entertained  tliem  Vtliom  they  knew 
and  bad  ac(juain1anc<‘  of,  or  becaiiM'  they  wore  their  eomitiymcn. 
The  Alcalde  MiA'or  took  the  Govenier  hmne  to  his  house:  and  com- 
manded all  the  ]-e.-t,  as  .^:oon  a.'  they  came,  to  be  lodged  six  and  si.e 
and  tell  and  ten,  aceerding  (o  ilu*  al  ilil}  (4’ every  t(i\vm-maii.  ..\iid  all 
of  tlu‘111  wen*  j■nl^iI,.■d  f.-r  by  ilu  ir  ho-t.s  of  manv  lien.s,  and  bread  ot 
mni/,e,  and  iViiiis  <4  ie,e  (•(ninfiv,  whieli  are  sucli  a.--  1-e  in  the  Isle  of 
Gnlni,  win  reoi  be'oie  I have  spel'en.  'flic  town  of  l\n;uca  may  con- 
tain about  seV'  ut}  fiuiiilie.-;  the  mo-4  of  their  hou-e<  arc  of  lime  ai\d 
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stone,  and  some  made  of  timl)or,  a)id  all  of  them  arc  thatched.  It  is  a 
poor  country,  and  there  is  neiflier  gold  nor  silver  i)i  it.  The  iuhahitauts 
live  there  in  great  ahundaneo  of  victuals  and  servants.  The  richest 
have  not  above  five  hundred  eroAvns  rent  a ycai-,  and  that  is  in  cotton 
cloths,  hens,  and  maize,  which  the  Indians  ilicir  sei’vants  do  give 
them  for  tribute.  There  arrived  there  of  those  that  came  out  of 
Florida,  three  Imndi'ed  and  eleven  Christians.  ITc.-ently  the  Alcalde 
IMayor  sent  one  of  the  tovs^nsmen  in  post  to  advertise  the  '\’’iccro3', 
Fan  Antonio  do  Idcndoca,  which  was  resident  in  Mcj-ico,  that  of  tlie 
pcople  that  'ivent  with  Don  Ferdinand o do  Dolo  to  discover  and  con- 
fjuor  Florida  three  hundred  and  eleven  men  vrere  arrived  there,  that 
seeing  tliat  they  were  employed  in  his  majesty’s  service  he  would  take 
some  order  to  provide  for  them.  Whereat  the  Vieciw,  and  all  tiie 
inhabitants  of  dlorlco  wondci-ed ; for  ther"  thought  they  were  mi.s- 
carried  because  they  had  traveled  so  far  within  the  main  land  of  Flo- 
rida, and  had  no  nows  of  them  for  so  long  a time  : and  it  seemed  a 
wonderful  thing  unto  them,  how  they  could  save  tlicmselves  so  long 
among  infidels,  ^vithout  any  fort,  vrherein  they  might  fortify  them- 
selves, and  without  an}'-  other  succor  at  all.  IVesently  the  Vicero\' 
sent  a wari'ant  vrherein  he  commanded,  that  whithersoever  the}'-  sent 
they  should  give  them  victuals,  and  as  many  Indians  for  their  car- 
riages as  the}'-  needed  : and  where  they  would  not  furnish  them,  thc}- 
might  take  those  things  that  were  necessary  pcrfu’ce  without  inenr- 
ring  any  danger  of  law.  This  warrant  was  so  rcadil}’  obeyed  tliat  by 
the  wa}'  before  the}"  came  to  the  towns  they  came  to  receive  them 
with  hens  and  victuals. 

Trom  JA.nuro  to  the  great  city  of  Temistitan,  Mojico,  is  sixt\ 
leagues;  and  other  sixty  from  Fanii'V  to  the  port  de  Mra  Crir:,  whore 
they  take  ,-hi]>)dng  for  Fpain,  and  those  that  come  from  Sjmin  do 
land  to  go  Ibr  .Facca  Fsj)ana.  These  three  towns  stand  in  a tri- 
angle: to  wit,  Ibm  Graz  to  the  south,  Fanuco  to  the  north,  and 
Jfrrinj  to  tile  wcst  sixty  leagues  asnnd.or.  Tlie  country  so  inhaiuiodi 
witli  Indians  tliat  from  town  t(>  tovri).  tliosc  which  are  fariliest  arc  but 
a league  and  half  a league  asunder.  Some  of  tlicm  that  came- from 
Florida  stayed  a month  in  Donnro  to  rest  themselves,  others  lifieen 
days,  and  every  one  as  long  as  he  listed  : for  tluTe  wris  notie  that  sliowed 
a sour  conuteiianee  to  his  guests,  hut  rather  gave  lliem  anything  (hat 
they  liad,  and  scenual  to  he  grieved  when  theyl-iok  llieir  leave.  ^\'hiei. 
was  to  l.ie  lielieved  ; for  the  ^iclual.s  wluLdi  the  Indians  do  pay  tliem 
lor  (ri)mte,  are  more  than  lln'y  can  s’lend:  and  in  that  town  is  no 
commerce;  and  there  dwelt  Imt  few  Spaniards  there,  and  they  we\v 
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glad  of  tl^eir  company.  The  Alcalde  IMayor  divided  all  tlie  Emperor’s 
clothes  ^vilicll  lie  had  (wliich  there  they  pay  him’ for  his  tribute) 
among  tiiose  that  M'oiild  come  to  receive  them.  Those  which  bad 
shirts  of  mail  left  were  glad  men;  for  the}’  liad  a horse  for  one  shirt 
of  mail.  Some  horsed  themselves;  and  such  as  could  not  (which 
were  tlic  greatest  part)  took  their  journey  on  foot : in  which  they 
were  well  received  of  the  Inditms  that  were  in  the  towms,  and  better 
served  than  they  could  have  been  in  their  own  houses,  though  the}' 
had  been  well  to  live.  I'cr  if  they  asked  one  hen  of  an  Indian,  They 
brought  tbeui  four  : and  if  they  asked  aigy  of  the  country'  fruit  though 
it  were  a league  off,  they'  ran  presently'  for  it.  And  if  any'  Christian 
found  liimself  evil  at  case,  they  carried  him  in  a chair  from  one  town 
to  another.  In  v.diatsocver  town  they'  came,  the  cacique,  by  an  In- 
dian wbieli  carried  a rod  of  justice  in  bis  liand,  v/liom  they'- callTapile, 
that  is  to  say  a sergeant,  commanded  them  to  provide  victuals  for 
them,  and  Indians  to  hear  burdens  of  such  things  as  they  liad,  and 
such  as  were  needful  to  cany'  thci.n  that  were  sick.  The  Viceroy  sent 
a Portuguese  twenty'  leagues  from  Mexico,  with  great  store  of  sugar, 
raisins  of  the  sun,  conserves,  and  other  tilings  fit  for  sick  folks,  for 
such  as  had  need  of  them  : and  had  given  order  to  clothe  them  all  at 
the  Emperor's  charge.  And  tlieir  approacli  licing  known  by  the  citi- 
zens of  Jilcxico,  they  went  out  of  the  town  to  receive  them  : and  with 
great  coiirtesyg  requesting  them  in  favor  to  come  to  their  houses,  every 
one  carried  such  as  he  met  liomc  witli  liim,  and  clotlied  them  every 
one  the  best  they  could  : so  that  lie  that  had  the  meanest  apparel,  it 
cost  about  thirty  ducats.  As  many  as  were  willing  to  come  to  the 
Auccroy’s  liouso  lie  commanded  to  be  a}rpareled,  and  such  as  were  per- 
sons of  quality  sate  at  his  table:  and  there  was  a table  in  his  house 
for  as  many  of  the  moaner  serf  ;is  would  come  to  it : and  he  w'as  pre- 
sently infurnu'd  who  every  one  was,  to  show'  liim  the  courtesy'  that  he 
deserved.  iSomc  of  the  cinquerors  did  set  both  g'cntlemeu  and  clowns 
at  tlieir  own  tabhg  :ind  many  times  maile.  the  servant  sit  cheek  by' 
cheek  by  liis  ma.-;ter  : and  chiefly  the  orilcers  and  men  of  base  condi- 
tion did  so  : for  those  which  had  better  education  did  inquire  who 
every  one  was,  an-1  imule  difl'ereuee  of  pei'sons  ; but  all  did  w'hat  they' 
could  with  a goud  will  ; ami  cview'  one  (i'M  them  whom  they'  had  in 
their  Inuivu-,  th:it  they  shntiM  not  trouble  themselves,  nor  think  tliem- 
>elves  the  waoe,  to  lake  lliat  \shieh  they  g-avc  them:  for  they  had 
been  in  ihe  bice  e-i'e,  and  bad  been  relieved  ot  others,  ;ind  that  this 
was  the  eu-!"m  (.f  thnit  eountry.  (bid  reward  (hem  all:  and  (lod 
gnmt  that  tl.m.se  which  it  pleased  liim  to  deli\er  out  of  h'inulc , and 
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to  bring  again  into  Cliristcndom,  may  serve  biin:  and  unto  those  that 
died  in  tliat  country,  and  unto  all  tiuit  ])elicve  in  Him  and  confess 
his  holy  faith,  G od  for  Ids  mercy’s  .sake  grant  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 
Amen. 

From  the  IHrt  Oe  Spiritu  Savto,  v.hcre  they  landed  ^rhen  they 
entered  into  Florida ^ to  the  Province  of  Ocute,  vdiich  be  400 
leagues,  little  more  or  less,  is  a very  plain  country,  a.nd  has  many 
lakcKS  and  thick  woods,  and  in  some  places  they  are  of  wild  pine-trees ; 
and  is  a weak  soil.  There  is  in  it  neither  mountain  nor  hill.  The 
country  of  Ocute  is  more  fat  and  fruitful;  it  has  thinner  v.oods,  and 
very  goodly  meadou’S  upon  the  rivers.  From  Ocute  to  (d.tifacltipi.i 
may  he  1. 30  leagues:  80  leagues  thereof  are  desert,  and  have  many 
groves  of  wild  pine  trees.  Tlirough  the  vilderness  great  rivers  do 
pass.  From  CutifacJrujui  to  Fuala,  may  he  250  leagues;  it  is  alt  an 
hilly  country.  Ou.tif<j(d\upil  and  Xuala  stand  both  in  plain  ground, 
higli,  and  have  goodly  meadows  on  llic  rivers.  From  thence  forward 
to  CliULha^  Cocnj  and  Talisc,  is  plain  ground,  diy  and  fat,  and  r'cr) 
plentiful  of  maize.  From  Xuedaio  Tasccduca  may  be  250  leagues. 
From  Tasccdura  to  Fto  Grande^  or  the  Great  Piver,  may  be  300 
leagues:  the  country  is  low,  and  full  of  lakes.  From /Am  Grande 
forward,  the  country  is  higher  and  more  champaign,  and  best  peopled 
of  all  the  land  of  Florida.  And  along  this  river  fj'om  A<pih:o  to 
Facahd,  and  Colajoa,  arc  150  leagues  ; the  country  is  })Iain,  cand  the 
woods  thin,  and  in  some  places  cluniipaigii,  very  fruitful  and  pleasanr. 
From  Guliijoa  to  Au.tlrrnipte  are  250  leagues  of  hilly  country.  Frou) 
Autiainqae  to  Aguaern/^  m'Aj  be  230  leagues  of  plain  ground.  From 
Anuacan  to  the  river  of  Duycao  120  leagues,  alhliilly  couiitry. 

Fi’om  the  Ikirt  de  Fpiriiu  Santo  unto  Aqjalaclic.  tliey  traveled 
from  cast  to  vrest,  and  nortliAvest.  From  Cutifachiqni  to  Avuala  from 
south  to  north.  From  Xuala  to  Co<:a  from  east  to  Avest.  From 
Cupi' io  TaycaJura,  -Aivl  to  Fio  Gra/ide^aB  far  as  the  jirovinccs  of 
Quioqui-.  and  A'jui.ro^  from  east  to  Avest,  From  Aqv.i.ro  (o  Fifaiai  to 
the  norih.  From  IdiraJia  to  Tidhi  from  cast  to  Avest  : fj'om  TuVa  t';. 
Autioinque  from  north  to  soutli,  to  the  province  of  G uaeltoya  and 
iJai/oio. 

'The  I'l’cad  Avliirli  tlioy  ate  in  all  the  laud  Ot  FAri'la  i.s  oriiiaii'e,  Avhicli 
is  like,  ei'iir.-o  millet.  .\ud  tlil.s  ]naize  is  (‘(aiiiiion  in  all  lee  island.^:, 
:uul  JVom  tlie  -\nlilles  forAvar'l.  '.riioro  arc!  al.<o  in  Flnriila  gival  srorr 
of  Avaliiut.s,  plums,  nitilbcrries,  and  gra|)e.‘0  3'liey  sow  and  gatler 
ibe'r  maize  euiy  "ue  tlioir  sevciul  cr.  o.  3'lie  IVuit.^  aiv.  emmon 
all,  foj-  they  groAV  abroad  in  the  open  iiclds  in  great  almudaiue,  witii- 
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out  any  need  of  planting  or  dressing.  Where  there  ho  mountains, 
there  be  chestnuts;  tliey  are  somewhat  smaller  than  the  chestnuts  of 
Sj)ain.  From  Jiio  Grande  westward,  the  walnuts  dider  fi-om  those 
that  grow  more  eastward  ; for  they  are  soft,  and  like  unto  acorns ; and 
those  which  grow  from  Jiio  Grande  to  Ih'crto  del  Spiritu  Santo  for 
the  most  part  are  hard;  and  tlie  trees  and  walnuts  in  show  like  those 
of  Spain.  There  is  a fruit  through  all  the  country  which  groweth 
on  a plant  like  Ligoaean,  which  the  Indians  do  plant.  The  fruit  is 
like  unto  Feares  lliall;  it  has  a very  good  smell,  and  an  excellent 
taste.  There  groweth  another  jdant  in  the  open  field,  w’hich  beareth  a 
fruit  like  unto  strawberries,  close  to  the  ground,  which  has  a very  good 
taste.  The  plums  arc  of  two  kinds,  red  and  gra}g  of  the  making  and 
bigness  of  nuts,  and  liavc  three  or  four  stones  in  them.  These  are 
better  than  all  tlie  plums  of  Sjmin,  and  they  make  f\r  better  prunes 
of  them.  In  the  grapes  there  is  only  want  of  dressing  ; for  though 
they  be  big,  they  have  a great  kernel.  All  other  fruits  are  very  per- 
fect, and  less  hurtful  than  those  of  Spain. 

There  arc  in  Florida  many  bears  and  lions,  wolves,  deer,  dogs, 
cats,  martens,  and  conies.  There  be  many  wild  bens  as  bigas  tui'keys, 
partridges  small,  like  tliose  of  xl/rira,  cranes,  ducks,  pigeons,  thrushes, 
and  sparrows.  There  are  certain  black  birds  bigger  than  sparrows, 
and  lesser  than  stares.  There  are  goshavrks,  falcons,  gerfalcons,  and 
all  fowls  of  prey  that  are  in  Spain. 

The  Indians  arc  wmli  proportioned.  Tliose  of  the  plain  countries 
arc  taller  of  body,  and  better  shapen,  than  those  of  the  mountains. 
Those  of  the  inland  have  greater  store  of  maize,  and  commodities  of 
the  country,  than  tliose  that  dwell  upon  the  sea-coast.  The  country 
along  the  sea-coast  is  barren  and  poor,  ami  the  people  more  warlike. 
The  coast  runnetli  from  Jdaertu  dd  Spmin  Santo  to  ApaJvcliey  cast 
and  west;  and  from  Apalaeli.e  io  F to  delax  ilFimcsfrom  east  to  west ; 
from  Jito  de  las  Fiibnas  unto  An.eiu/  F'^panet  from  north  to  south. 
3t  gentle  coast,  luit  it  hath  many  slioals,  and  great  shelves  of  sand. 
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A.DESCEIPTION 


or  THE 


ENGLISH  PROYINCE  OE  CARO  LANA, 

BY  THE  SPAXIAEDS  CALLED  FLORIDA, 

AND  BY  THE  FRENCH 

LA  LOUISIANEA 


Carolaxj  and  Carolina  are  two  distinct  thoiigb  Lordcriiig  pro- 
vinces; the  east  of  Carolana  joining  to  the  west  of  Carolina.  The 
former  was  granted  by  patent  nnto  Sir  llobert  Heath;  in  tiic  begin-' 
ning  of  the  reign  of  King  Charles  I.,  \yhich  said  Sir  Kobert  -was  then 
Attorney-General;  and  by  him  conveyed  nnto  the  3earl  of  Arimdel; 
from  wliom  it  came  by  mean'  conveyances  nnto  the  present  propri- 
etary. 

This  province  of  Carolana  is  extended  north  and  sondh  fron  the 
river  St.  IMattlicO;  lying  according  to  the  patent  in  thirty-one  degrees 
(though  hy  later  and  more  accurate  ohservations,  it  is  found  to  lie  ex- 
actly ill  thirty  degrees  and  ten  minutes)  nnto  the  river  Passo  MagnO; 
which  is  in.  thirty-six  degrees  of  northern  latitude  ; and  in  longitude 
from  the  dVestcni  or  Atlantic  Ocean  unto  Keny  MexicO;  now  in  pos- 
session of  the  Spaniards,  which  is  in  a direct  line  above  one  thousand 
miles,  and  where  not  inliahiicd  hy  tlicin,  unto  the  South  Sea.  It 
comprehends  vritliin  its  hounds,  tlio  greatest  part  of  the  province  of 
Carolina,  whose  proprietors  derive  their  claim  and  pretensions  thereto, 

• This  accomU  of  Lwnisiana  lias  been  very  cavol’ully  drawn  up  from  Alcinoir-' 
and  Journals  kr]'l  by  various  person.^  sent  into  the  \'a!lry  of  tbc  AIi-^sis^iJU’i,  by 
D.  ('oxo,  'J'iic  exjH'driion  lined  out  by  Lini,  con.-i-^ting  of  two  ships,  commanded 
by  Cupt.  Harr,  were  tlio  first  to  sail  up  the  ^Mississippi.  (lo9S.) 
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by  charters  from  King  Charles  If.  about  thirty  years  after  the  above- 
mentioned  grant  to  Sir  Kobert  Heath, 

The  great  lliver  Mcschacebe  runs  tliroiigh  the  midst  of  this  country, 
having  a course  almost  directly  north  and  south  from  its  first  fountains, 
in  about  fifty  degress  of  nortli  lalitude,  to  its  disemboguing  into  the 
middle  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  The  rivers  that  make  this,  vdiich 
the  Spaniards  called  llio  Grande  del  Norte,  proceed  about  one-half 
from  the  west,  the  other  from  the  east,  so  that  the  whole  country  may 
be  almost  entirely  visited  by  navigable  rivers,  without  any  falls  or 
cataracts,  which  are  usiiabi]i  most  of  the  northern  rivers  of  America, 
and  in  all  rivers  of  long  course,  even  in  Carolina  (though  to  this 
country  contiguous),  and  tlienee  northward  to  tlic  gi'cnt  river  of  St. 
Lawrence  or  GanaK,  and  other  rivers  northward  imiumerable.  Tiic 
excelleut  and  convenient  situation  of  this  country  for  inland  trade  and 
navigation,  and  for  trade  with  the  Spaniards  in  New  IMe.xico,  the  whole 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  the  South  Sea  (which  1 sliall  hereafter  demon- 
strate), will  be  greatly  for  the  advantage,  and  not  in  the  least  to  the 
prejudice  of  our  Iminc  plantation  trade,  as  Avill  appear  more  evident 
by  the  description  of  this  great  Liver  Mcschacobe,  and  those  rivers  that 
enter  into  it.  together  with  the  vast  navigable  lakes  of  fresh  water 
adjoining  thereunto. 

We  will  for  good  reasons  begin  our  description  of  it  from  its  en- 
trance into  the  sea,  ascending  up  unto  its  source;  and  from  very  good 
journals  hotli  by  sea  and  land,  give  an  account  of  the  chief  rivers  that 
run  into  it  fro}u  the  east  and  west,  ns  wc  find  them  in  our  ascent,  to- 
gether with  their  course,  length  and  bigness,  tlic  nature  of  tlie  coun- 
tries, and  tlio  names  of  tbe  nations  tlirough  which  they  pass. 

The  Liver  Mescliacebc  is  so  called  liy  the  inhabitants  of  the  north; 
being  the  name  for  a river,  even  as  far  as  Hudson’s  Lay;  and 
mescha,  great,  which  is  tlie  Gro;it  Liver;  and  by  the  Lrench,  who 
learned  it  from  them,  conaipily,  Missis-ipj)! ; whicli  name  of  Mc-cha- 
eche  it  doth  retain  among  the  savages  during  lialf  its  course,  After- 
■wards  some  call  it  Chucagua,  others  t^assagmibi,  and  Malabanchia,  as 
it  fai’cs  with  the  Haiiul>ius,  which  fuur  Imndred  miles  before  it  enter.-- 
the  Jki.vine  Sea.,  is  styled  the  Imr;  and  the  like  ha]g>ens  to  all  the, 
riveivs  of  lorcr  con.rse  in  America,  as  Oronegue,  the  river  of  the  Ama- 
zons, ami  Iko  de  bi  I’lata.  d'liis  rivci-  enter.-^  the  Gulf  of  iMe.xIeo  one 
hmidred  aii-l  lorty  leagues  iVoin  the  north-west  ])art  of  the  ])enim-vula 
of  rioikhi,  1;  e;]'lug  along  the  coast  in  thirty  degrees  north  latitude, 
ami  one  handled  and  twenty  leagues  from  tlie  ]iio.st  vrestcrly  part  of 


coxe’s  (Louisiana)  carolana.  225 

Uic  said  gulf,  in  about  twenty-nine  degrees  tlie  same  latitude;  and 
thence  the  coast  .extends  S.  and  by  W.  to  the  river  Pauuco,  which  is 
under  the  tropic  of  Cancer  in  twenty-three  and  a half  degrees,  the 
utmost  part  inhabited  by  the  Spaniards  towards  the  N.  and  N.  lii.  on 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

The  province  of  Carolana,  from  the  conjunction  v ith  the  peninsula 
of  Florida,  for  two  hundred  and  fifty  leagues,  is  situated  about  the 
tliirticth  degree  of  north  latitude,  and  seldom  varies  ten  leagues 
north  or  south  from  the  same;  excepting  the  entrance  of  the  river 
IMescIiacebe,  which  I am  now  about  to  describe  from  the  mouth  unto 
its  first  fountains. 

The  river  Me.schacebe  empties  itself  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  by 
seven  chann,el.s,  like  the  river  Nile,  of  which  Herodotus,  the  father  of 
history,  and  v/ho  lived  long  in  Egypt,  affirms  in  his  time  three  were 
always  navigable,  and  tbc  others  only  so  during  the  inundations  of 
the  said  river,  wliich  were  made  by  art  and  labor,  tliough  our  modorr 
navigators  allow  only  two;  hut  our  river  hath  seven  navigable  at  ah 
times;  the  three  gi'cat  ones  by  ships,  the  four  smaller,  two  on  each 
side  (as  appears  by  tbc  chart),  by  boats  and  sloops,  especially  durin;: 
the  time  of  the  waters  rising,  or  the  frc.shes,  as  they  call  tliem,  whici; 
are  always  constant,  and  return  in  the  spring,  and  sometimes  happen 
in  the  .summer  upon  the  great  rains,  wdiich  is  not  frequent. 

The  three  great  branches  always  navigable  by  shipping  are  situated 
about  six  miles  distant  from  eacli  other,  and  unite  all  at  one  place 
witli  the  main  river,  about  twelve  miles  from  their  mouths. 

There  is  not  above  fourteen  feet  on  the  bar  at  low-Avater  in  nee;  - 
tide.s,  cxeej'ting  when  tlic  freshes  come  down  in  tlie  .spring  or  np'-n 
great  rains;  but  when  you  are  over  the  bar,  v.diich  is  not  in  liiany 
places  above  a ship’s  length  broad,  you  enter  immediately  into  drop 
water  the  least  five  fathom,  which  increases  to  ten  fatluon  before'  you 
come  to  the  uiain  river.  After  tliat  it  deepens  gradually  to  aljove  ihii  ty, 
ami  you  have  nowliere  less  than  twenty  fathoms  for  one  liundrc'l 
miles,  and  little  less  for  one  hundred  leagues,  and  afte  rwards  froui 
ten  to  seventeen  for  one  Immlrod  leagues  more  : then  fiv)m  six  to  ten 
tno  hundred  leagues  further;  tlicnee  to  the  great  eata}‘act  or  fall, 
which  is  sixteen  hu))Jrod  miles  from  its  entrance  into  the  sea,  f)-om 
lliree  ffitln.ms  to  six,.  Its  hivadlh  is  generally  during  its  great  (lej'te. 
scarc-e  a mile,  I.'UL  as  it  lessens  in  depth  it  inensn.cs  in  breadtii,  ami 
is  in  mo.^t  places  of  its  course  Iv.a't  miles  broad,  and  where  it  makes 
islands  (as  it  does  veiy  fivfpi  'utly),  from  the  middle  of  its  cour^e  t\;a> 
or  tlirco  leagues,  '[’he  hanks  in  most  jilaees  niv  no  more  than  live  or 
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six  feet  above  the  river,  and  sljips  may  almost  in  all  places  lie  by  tlie 
side  of  the  shoie,  there  being  goncruliy  from  three  to  six  fathoms,  and 
dee}>ens  gradually  as  you  approach  the  middle  of  the  river,  ■which  has 
mostly  a p'rett}'  strong  current;  1/ut  there  are  divers  promontories, 
under  which  you  may  anchor,  whore  there  is  good  shelter  from  winds 
and  curious  eddy- tides. 

AYheii  you  are  ascended  the  river  four  or  five  leagues,  it  is  bordered 
on  each  side  with  higli  trees  of  divers  sorts,  from  half  a mile  to  two 
miles  deep  into  the  country;  very  .little  underwoods;  no  trouble  in 
traveling,  besides  what  proceeds  from  the  vines  ramping  upon  the 
ground.  ])ivers  others  surround  and  mount  up  tlic  trees,  almost  unto 
tlicir  tops,  whicdi  arc  seldom  less  than  one  hundred  feet  from  their 
roots,  and  often  thirty  or  foi'ty  feet  more.  AA'^hen  you  come  out  of 
the  agreeable  shade,  you  sec  a most  beautiful  level  country,  only 
about  six  or  eiglit  miles  distance;  there  are  colliiis  or  gentle  ascents, 
for  the  most  part  round  or  oval,  crowned  with  stately  trees,  Vvdjich 
looks  more  like  a work  of  laborious  consummate  art  than  of  mere  na- 
ture; and  tliis  on  both  sides  the  river,  so  far  as  the  acutest  siglit  can 
reach;  in  wliieh  meadows  tlie  wild  hulls  and  kine,  besides  other 
beasts,  graze,  and  in  the  licat  of  the  day  retire  into  these  woods  for 
shelter,  vchere  they  chew  the  cud. 

There  is  no  considerable  river  empties  itself  into  the  Mesehacebe 
from  the  mouths  until  you  come  about  twelve  mdcs  above  the  llayo- 
gola  and  ^lougolaches,  two  nations  who  dwell  together  on  the  west 
hide  thereof,  tvro  hundred  miles  from  the  sea;  then  on  the  east  side 
liicre  falls  out  of  the  iMescliacebe  a branch  wliieli  after  a course  of 
one  liundrcd  and  sixt}'  miles  empti('S  itself  into  tlie  N.  E.  end  of  the 
great  Eay  of  t^pii  ito  banto.  Jt  is  not  aljovc  forty  or  iifty  yards  broad 
and  two  oi‘  tlii'cc  fathoms  deej)  at  its  Ijoginning,  hut  soon  enlarges  in 
breadtli  and  dc]ith  by  tlie  ncc-cs.'-k!')  iif  vlivei'S  river.s  and  rivulets,  and 
is  a most  low'iy  river,  making  ]di'asant  lakes,  and  passing,  during  its 
whole  course,  tlirongh  a country  exactly  like  that  wo  have  formerly 
dcsoril'K'd.  It  is  navigaldo  I13  tlie  ^:rcatest  lioats,  sloops,  and  simdl 
sliips  of  khigli-h  building;  and  by  large  ones  if  built  after  tbo  Euteh 
manner  v.itb  flat  br.ttoms. 

On  the  noi  tli  sale  ol’ one  of  llio  ab ove-mcntioue.il  lalo's,  called  1‘Vtlie 
'•'ivmch  I/d.;(>  kfUtrliartiain,  they  liave  eroetedi  a nmall  fort,  and  storo- 
hnus(‘s,  v.li'.lloT  a-ftrr  uitioaduig  t hell'  largo  viosols  :>t  Isle  aux  A’ais- 
seatix,  or  Sld]>’s  b'l'aiid,  liny  bring  tlicii'  goods  in  sloops  or  sbalh'ps, 
and  from  llenie('  disiierse  Ihom  ly  (lieir  tradit'rs  aimnmst  their  own 
settlements  and  the  .several  nations  of  Indians  iiihal/uing  on  and  about 
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tlie  ]Mescliacebe,  aiitl  the  rivers  which  enter  it^  hotli  from  the  east 
and  west. 

About  fifty  miles  above  the  place  where  this  river  is  dismissed  from 
the  Meschacebe,  on  the  other  side,  viz.,  the  west,  enters  the  river  of 
the  Houmas  (lied  Hivcr),  so  named  from  a considerable  nation  who 
inhabit  upon  it  in  the  country,  six  or  eight  miles  from  its  mouth. 
This  is  a mighty  river,  deep  and  broad,  and  comes  from  the  mountains 
of  New  IMcxico  j its  course  is  mostl}'  N.  W.,  and  is  navigable  by  largo 
vessels  above  three  hundred  miles,  and  thence  by  large  boats  and 
sloops,  almost  imto  its  fountains,  lly  this  river,  you  may  have  com- 
nmnication  with  above  forty  nations  who  live  upon  it  or  its  branches; 
and  also  with  the  Spaniards  of  New  IMexico,  from  wdiom  its  furthe.st 
beads  are  not  above  an  easy  day’s  journey.  Upon  this  river  and 
most  of  its  branches  are  great  herds  of  wild  bine,  which  bear  a fine 
wool,  and  abundance  of  horse,  both  wild  and  tame,  of  the  Spanisli 
breed,  on  which  the  Indians  ride  with  almost  as  much  shill  as  tlic 
Europeans,  thougli  their  bridles,  saddles  and  stirrups  are  some\vhat 
diflerent  from  ours,  yet  not  the  less  commodious. 

Twelve  leagues  biglier  upon  the  river  Meschacebe  is  the  river  of 
the  Naehc'S  (Vrashita),  which  tmi  or  twelve  leagues  above  its  mouth 
divides  itself  into  two  brauclics,  and  forms  an  island  (Sicily)  about 
thirty  miles  in  circumference,  very  pleasant  and  fertile.  The  S()uth 
branch  is  inhabited  by  tlic  Corroas,  the  north  by  the  Naches,  both 
considerable  nations,  abounding  in  all  necessaries  for  human  life. 
Some  leaguc.s  above  the  division  is  a pretty  large  lake  (Tensas),  wliore 
there  is  a great  li.shery  for  pearl,  large  and  good,  taken  out  of  a shell- 
fish of  g ini'ldlc  nature  Ijetwecn  an  oyster  and  a muscle. 

About  twf'lve  or  fourteen  leagues  biglier  on  the  same,  that  is,  the  west 
side,  the  dlescuacelie  makes  a little  gulf  (Petit  Gulf)  about  tv>eniy 
miles  long  and  t’nree  or  four  broad,  upon  which  inliabitin  many  towns 
the  populous  and  civilized  nation  of  the  Taliensa  (Taensas),  who  also 
ahoniid  in  jiearls,  and  enjoy  an  excellent  country;  are  very  hospi- 
table to  strangers,  and  thougli,  as  most  .Indian  nations,  at  war 
witli  tlmir  neighbors,  yet  togolhor  with  the  throe  last  montionoi.l,  and 
those  to  ]>o  horoafter  named,  joyl'ullv  receive  ami  kiiiilly  entertain  all 
with  whom  they  have  not  actual  ho.' tllities. 

]''our(vM  1)  or  liftt'en  leagues  higher  on  tlie  east  ,'zde  of  the  Mc'^ciuteebe 
i.s  the  nation  and  tN’er  of  ^'as^me  (Vazoo),  whi<-]i  comes  two  (ir  three 
luuulro'l  miles  out  of  ihe  country,  on  wineh  dwell  (he  nations  in  order 
mentioned  afor,  tin'  \’a-wouee.',  the  Touuicas,  Kouronas,  Tihiou, 
f^ambonki  i,  and  I Ijfitoupa. 

hV'ii  or  twelve  baigues  higher  on  ilic  west  side  is  the  river  Natelii- 
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took  (Arkansas),  which  has  a course  of  many  Imuflred  miles;  and 
after  it  is  ascended  about  one  hundr('d,  there  arc  many  springs,  pits, 
and  lakes,  which  afford  most  excclleiit  common  salt  in  great  plenty, 
wherewith  they  trade  with  neighboring  nations  for  other  commodities 
they  want,  and  may  bo  of  great  service  to  tlie  lauropean  inhabitants 
of  this  country,  to  preserve  flesh  and  fish  for  their  own  use,  and  ex- 
portation to  natives,  Spaniards,  and  our  islands,  to  the  great  profit  of 
them  who  have  not  stock  to  engage  in  greater  and  more  beneficial  un- 
dertakings. Upon  this  river  iiiliabit  not  only  the  Natchitocks,  Xagu- 
ateeres,  Natsohocks,  but  higher  several  other  nations.  Sixteen 
leagues  further  upon  the  west  side,  enter  the  Mescliacebe  two  rivers, 
which  unite  about  ten  leagues  above,  and  make  an  island  called  ],)y 
the  name  of  the  Torimans,  by  whom  it  is  inhabited. 

The  southerly  of  these  two  rivers  is  that  of  the  Ousoutiwy,  upon 
which  dwell  first  the  Arkansas,  a great  nation,  }\igher  upon  the  same 
river  the  Kansm,  Minton,  hlrabacha  and  others. 

The  river  to  the  north  is  nanu-d  Xiska,  upon  which  live  part  of  the 
nation  of  the  Ozages ; their  great  body  inhabiting  a large  river  which 
bears  their  name,  and  empties  itself  into  the  Yellow  Iliver,  as  will  be 
hereafter  mentioned:  and  upon  this  river  near  the  mouth  is  the  na- 
tion Tonginga,  who  with  the  fi’orimas  are  part  of  the  Arkansas. 

Ten  leagues  higher  is  a small  river  named  Cappa,  and  upon  it  a 
people  of  the  same  name,  and  amAlier  called  Ouesperies,  who  fled,  to 
avoid  the  persecution  of  the  Irocois,  from  a river  which  still  bears 
their  name,  to  be  mentioned  hereafter. 

Ten  miles  higher  on  the  .same  side  of  the  idescliacebe,  is  a little 
river  named  IMatcliicebe  upon  w liieli  dwell  the  nations  Mitchigamia 
and  lOpiminguia;  over  against  whom  is  the  great  nation  of  tlie  Chi- 
cazas  (Cliickasaws),  whose  count iw  extends  above  forty  leamies  to  the 
river  of  the  Chera<juces  (Tennessee),  wdiieh  vm  shall  describe  wlien 
^vc  come  to  discourse  of  the  great  river  llohio. 

Ten  leagues  liigher,  on  the  cast  side,  is  the  river  and  nation  of 
Chongue,  wdth  some  others  to  the  cast  of  tlicm. 

Tiftcen  leagues  higher,  on  the  West  side,  is  the  river  and  nation  of 
8yj)Ouria. 

Thirty  leagues  higher  on  the  ea^t  side  is  the  0])ening  of  a river 
that  proceeds  out  of  a lake  twenty  miles  loug,  which  is  about  ten 
inilc.s  Irom  the  jMeschacehc.  Into  this  lake  emp(\  themselves  fonr 
large  rivers,  fi'he  most  iiortheidy,  which  comes  fiuiu  the  north-east, 
is  called  Ouabarliieou  or  Ouabaelic,  upon  which  dwelt  the  naiioiis 
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Cbacliakiiiguaj  Pepeplcokia,  Piauguicbia.  Tbe  next  south  of  this  is 
the  vast  river  Hohio  (Ohio),  'vvliich  comes  from  the  back  of  New  York, 
Marjland,  and  Virginia,  and  is  navigable  GOO  miles.  Hohio  in  the 
Indian  language  .signifies  tbe  fair  river;  and  certainly  it  runs  from  its 
heads  through  the  most  beautiful  fertile  countries  in  the  universe, 
and  is  formed  by  the  confluence  of  ten  or  twelve  rivers,  and  innume- 
rable rivulets.  A town  settled  upon  this  lake,  or  the  entrance  of  the 
river  Hohio  thereinto,  w^ould  have  communication  witli  a most  lovely 
fruitful  country  GOO  miles  square.  Formerly,  divers  nations  dwelt  on 
this  river,  as  the  Chawanoes  (Sliawauees),  a might3'-  and  very  popu- 
lous people,  who  had  above  fifty  towns,  and  many  other  nations,  N'  ho 
were  totall}'  destroyed  or  driven  out'of  their  country  by  the  Irocois, 
this  river  being  their  usual  road  when  they  make  war  upon  the  na- 
tions who  lie  to  the  south  or  to  tlie  west. 

South  of  the  Hohio  is  another  river,  which  about  thirty  leaguc.s 
above  the  lake  is  divided  into  two  branches;  the  northerly  is  called 
Ouespere,  the  southerly  the  Black  .1  liver;  there  are  very  few  people 
upon  cither,  they  having  been  destroyed  or  driven  awa}^  by  the  afoi'C- 
mentioned  Irocois.  The  heads  of  this  river  proceed  from  the  west 
side  of  the  vast  ridge  of  mountains,  which  run  on  the  back  of  Caro- 
lina, Virginia,  and  Maryland;  on  whose  opposite  or  east  side  are  the 
sources  of  the  great  river  Potomack,  which  b}"  a mouth  of  some  leagues 
broad,  disgorges  itself  into  the  middle  of  the  Bay  of  Chesepcaek,  and 
separates  the  two  last-mentioned  provinces  from  each  other.  I'he 
mountains  afford  a short  passage  or  communication  between  those  two 
rivers,  which  tlie  Indians  are  well  acquainted  with,  and  by  which,  in 
conjunction  with  the  French  of  the  i\Ieschaccbe,  the^mnayin  time  in- 
sult and  harass  those  colonics. 

Tlie  most  southerly  of  the  above  said  four  rivers,  which  enter  into 
the  lake,  is  a river  some  call  Kasqui,  so  named  from  a nation  inhahit- 
ing  a little  above  its  mouth;  other.s  call  it  the  Cusates,  or  the  river  of 
the  Gheraijuees  (Tennessee),  a mighty  nation,  among  whom  it  hath 
its  chief  fountains;  it  comes  from  the  south-east,  and  its  heads  are 
among  ihe  movnitains,  which  sc})aiale  this  countr}'  from  (larolina,  ami 
is  tlie  groat  ro;Ml  of  (he  traders  from  thence  to  the  31eschacebe,  and 
inienuediate  jlaces.  Above  200  miles  up  this  liver  to  the  south- 
ca."(  is  (he  j iaaO  and  jinwerful  nation  of  the  ( 'hica/as,  good  fiaomls  to 
tlie  Fnglish,  who.-^c  dominions  cwlend  thence  to  the  iMeschacelic.  l>e- 
fnre  you  come  at  tluni  is  a small  fall  or  catarael,  the  only  one  1 ha\c 
yet  hoard  of  in  any  of  (he  livers  that  enter  the  Mcscliacehc,  either 
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from  the  east  or  from  the  west.  Thirty  or  forty  leagues  above  tlie 
Chicazas^  this  river  forms  four  delicate  islands,  whicdi  have  each  a na- 
tion inhahiliug  them,  viz.,  Tahogale,  Kahigue,  Cochali,  and  Tali. 
Sixty  leagues  above  the  island  and  nation  of  the  Tali  inhabits  tlio 
aforementioned  nation  of  (lie  Cheraques  (Cberokees),  v,dio  have  at 
least  sixty  toAvns,  some  of  v.dncli  are  not  above  sixty  miles  from  Caro- 
lina. They  have  great  friendship  with  the  English  of  that  province, 
who  from  thence  carry  on  a free  trade  ivitli  and  are  always  veiy  kindly 
entertained  by  them. 

Fifteen  leagues  above  tlie  Hohio,  or  the  river  coming  out  of  the 
lake  afurcmenlioiicd,  to  tlio  west,  is  the  river  Jdonahanou,  upon  vrhich 
dwells  a nation  of  the  same  ]iame,  and  another  called  Amicoa  ; and 
ten  leagues  above  that  is  (Im  great  island  of  the  Tamaroas,  and  over 
against  it,  on  the  cast  side,  a nation  wbich  goes  by  its  name,  aiiei 
another  by  that  of  Caholiia,  wlio  d’kyell  on  the  banks  of  the  idver 
Chepusso. 

Fifteen  leagues  above  wldcb  to  the  west  is  the  G-reat  Yellow 
(Missouri''')  Fiver,  so  named  Ijccausc  it  is  yellowish,  and  so  muddy  that 
though  tlio  iMeschacehe  is  very  clear  wdiere  they  meet,  and  so  many 
great  rivers  of  erystaline  water  below  mix  with  the  Jleschacebe,  yet 
it  di.scolors  them  all  even  unto  the  sea.  AVheu  you  are  up  this  river 
sixt}'  or  sevent}"  miles,  you  meet  with  two  hraiiehes.  /The  lesser, 
thougli  large,  proceeds  from  the  south,  aud  most  of  the  rivers  that 
compo.se  it  fall  from  the  mountains,  Avhicli  separate  this  country  from 
New  Mexico;  notwdthstanding  which,  there  is  a very  easy  communi- 
cation hetween  them.  Thi.s  is  called  the  river  of  the  Ozages,  from  a 
numci'ous  pLKqde,  who  luive  sixteen  or  eighteen  towns  seated  thereupon, 
c.spceial]y  near  its  mixing  with  the  Yellovr  ] liver.  The  other,  which  is 
the  main  hrauch,  comes  from  tlio  north-west,  most  of  W'hose  branches 
descend  likewise  frojn  the  mountains  of  New  k.^cxico,  and  divers  other 
large  provinces  wljich  are  to  the  north  (T  New  Mexico,  whoby  pos- 
sessed by  Indians,  who  are  .said  to  l)e  very  mnnennis,  and  well  jadiced. 
They  arc  all  at  war  witlj  tlio  Spaiiiard.s,  from  whom  they  liavc  defended 
their  countries  above  loO  years,  and  liavc  ratlier  recovered  than  lost 
ground.  They  rre  likewise  at  war,  as  generally  the  Indians  arc, 
amongst  theniselves.  '.riio  most  northerly  I'ranchos  of  this  river  arc 
interwoven  with  oflier  hranelies,  wliich  have  a contrary  course,  ]uo- 
cceding  to  the  wc.^^t,  and  cniptv  themselves  into  a vast  lake,  wliose 
waters  hw  means  of  another  great  river  (00101111)1:1)  diseiulmgues  into 
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tlie  South  Sea.  The  Indians  affirm  they  see  great  ships  sailing  in 
that  lakc;  twenty  times  logger  than  their  canoes.  The  Yellow  is 
called  tlie  river  of  the  3Iassorites,  from  a great  nation  inhabiting 
in  many  towns  near  its  junction  witli  the  river  of  the  Ozages.  There 
are  many  other  nations  upon  the  same,  little  inferior  to  them  in  ex- 
tent of  territories  or  mmiber  of  towns,  as  the  Paniinahas,  Paneassas, 
Panas,  Paiielogas,  jMatotantes,  few  of  them  having  less  than  twenty- 
towns,  scarce  any  of  which  count  less  than  200  cabins. 

Fort}'  miles  above  the  Yellow  Fiver,  on  the  cast  side,  is  tiic  river 
Chicagou,  or  the  river  of  the  Alinouecks,  corruptly  by  the  French 
called  Illinois,  which  nation  lived  upon  and  about  this  river,  having 
above  sixty  towns,  and  formerly  consisted  of  20,000  fighting  men,  but 
are  now  almost  totally  destroyed  by  the  Irocois,  or  driven  beyond  the 
Meschacebo  westward.  This  is  a large  pleasant  river;  and  about  250 
miles  above  its  entrance  into  the  Meschacebe,  it  is  divided  into  two 
brandies ; the  lesser  comes  from  north  and  by  east,  and  its  head  is 
within  four  or  five  miles  of  the  great  lake  of  the  Alinouecks  (^Michigan) 
on  its  west  side : the  other  conies  almost  directly  from  the  east,  and 
proceeds  from  a morass  within  two  miles  of  the  river  Miamiha,  wdilch 
empties  itself  into  the  same  lake.  On  the  soutli-east  side,  there  is  an 
easy  communication  between  these  two  rivers,  by  a land  carriage  of 
two  leagues,  about  fifty  miles  to  the  south-east  of  the  forcuieiitioned 
lake.  Tlie  course  of  this  river  from  its  head  exceeds  400  miles,  navi- 
gable above  half  way  by  sliips,  and  most  of  the  rest  by  sloops  and  large 
boats  or  l.-arges.  IMany  small  rivers  run  into  it,  and  it  forms  two  or 
three  lal:es ; but  one  mightily  extolled,  called  Pimiteouiii  (Peoria), 
which  is  twenty  miles  long  and  three  miles  broad;  it  affords  great 
quaulities  of  good  fish,  and  the  country  round  about  it  abounds  with 
game,  both  fowls  and  beasts.  Besides  the  Illiuoucek  are  tiio  nations 
Perouaria  ( I ‘eoria),  the  great  nation  Cascasquia  and  Caracantaiiou  ; and 
on  the  northern  biiinc-h  inhabit  part  of  the  nation  of  the  iMascontems. 

On  the  south-east  hank  of  this  river.  Monsieur  de  la  Sale  eiv<-t(jd 
a fort  in  the  year  1G80,  wliich.  lie  named  Crovo-eo?ur,  from  the  grief 
wliieli  seized  him  on  the  loss  of  one  of  his  chief  trading  barks  richly 
laden,  and  the  imifiny  and  villainous  intrigues  of  some  of  his  company, 
who  tir.-t  aUc’iqited  to  poison  and  afterwards  desert  him.  This  fort 
.stands  .a'oouf  half  way  between  the  bay  of  Mexico  and  (hinada,  and 
was  formerly  the  u>ual  loiitc  of  (he  J-'roneh  in  gning  to  or  returning 
from  eithi  r of  those  ]daees  ; but  since,  they  have  discovered  a nearer 
and  easier  juissagc  by  tbe  (tinibaclie  and  ())iio,  the  sourei's  of  butlj 
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which  rivers  arc  at  a small  distance  from  the  liahe  Erie,  or  some 
rivers  which  empty  into  it. 

Forty  leagues  higher  on  the  west  side  is  a fair  river,  which  our  peo- 
ple were  at  the  mouth  of,  hut  could  not  learn  its  nmne.  I suppose 
it’s  the  same  tlic  French  call  IMoingona.  Some  make  it  to  proceed  from 
the  Mitchayowa  or  long  river,  as  may  be  discerned  in  the  annexed 
map;  but  as  all  our  journals  arc  silent  in  that  matter,  so  shall  I,' till 
some  more  perfect  discoveries  thereof  afford  us  further  light  and  cer- 
tainty therein. 

When  you  are  ascended  about  forty  leagues  more,  then  on  the 
east  side  Fills  into  the  jMeschacebe  the  river  Misconsing.  This  is 
much  of  the  same  nature  with  that  of  the  Alinouecks,  whether  you 
consider  its  breadtli,  de})tli  and  course,  as  also  the  pleasantness,  and 
fertility  of  the  country  adjacent  unto  all  its  branches.  After  you 
liave  rowed  or  sailed  up  it  sixty  miles,  joins  with  it  the  river  of  the 
Kikapouz,  which  is  also  navigable,  and  comes  a great  way  from  the 
north-east.  Eighty  miles  further,  almost  directly  east,  there  is  a 
ready  communication,  b}"  a carriage  of  two  leagues,  ivith  the  river  of 
Miscouaqui,  which  hath  a (piite  contrary  course,  running  to  the 
north-east,  and  empties  itself,  after  a passage  of  150  miles  from  the 
land  carriage,  into  the  great  bay  of  the  Fouteouot-amis,  or  the  Puans, 
which  joins,  on  the  north-west,  with  the  great  lake  of  tlie  Alinouecks. 
Tills  river  and  bay  I shall  have  occasion  to  mention  when  I come  to 
describe  the  vast  lakes  or  seas  of  frcsli  water  which  are  to  the  east 
of  the  Meschacehe. 

Forty  leagues  higher,  on  the  same  side,  is  the  fair  large  river 
iMitchaoywa,  which  is  the  same  the  Faron  le  llontan  calls  the  long 
river,  and  gives  a very  particular  (lc=cri]»tion  thereof,  having  navi- 
gated it  almost  to  its  lieads.  It  has  a course  of  above  five  hundred 
miles,  and  the  southern  river.^i,  of  wliicii  it  is  composed,  are  near  the 
northern  heads  of  the  river  of  the  Messonrites,  both  taking  their 
original  from  tlio  mnimtaius  which  diild'j  this  country  from  that 
which  leads  to  the  Simth  ^ea.  Sevc'ral  rivers  proceed  from  the  other 
side  of  tlic  mountains,  which  are  easily  ]ias^cd  in  less  than  one  day, 
and  fall  into  the  same  lake  above  mentioned,  wliieli  discharges  itself 
by  a great  river  into  tlie  aforcsalil  .sia.  As  you  ascend  this  river  from 
tlie  .'^Icseliaetb(’,  you  meet  viih  the  ualious  Folo'.vos,  Ivsauape, 
( Inasitaiies,  wlio  liavo  each  many  I'ovus,  and  very  iiopuliius.  And 
the  said  Faron  aef|uaints  us,  from  vi'ry  good  lufonuation,  tliat  Ix'vond 
flirse  hills  are  two  or  three  mighty  nations,  undor  potent,  kings, 
almndaiitly  moie  civill/etl,  numevous,  and  warlike  than  their  neigh- 
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tors;  differing  greatly  in  customs,  buildings,  and  government  from 
all  the  other  natives  of  this  northern  continent;  that  they  are  clothed, 
and  build  houses  and  ships  like  l^luropeuns,  liaving  many  of  great 
bigness,  in  length  120  or  130  feet,  and  carry  from  200  to  300  men, 
^vhich  navigate  the  great  lake,  and  it  is  thought  the  adjacent  parts  of 
the  ocean.  And  Jferrera,  Goraora,  and  some  other  Spanish  his- 
toriographers assert  that  the  Spaniards  saw  upon  tliat  coast  such' 
ships,  which  they  apprehended  caine  from  Japan  or  China. 

A little  higher  up  is  the  river  Chabadeda,  above  which  the  Mes- 
chacebe  makes  a fine  lake,  twenty  miles  long  and  eight  or  ten  broad. 

Nine  or  ten  miles  above  that  lake,  oi}  the  east  side,  is  a large  fair 
river,  called  the  river  of  Tortoises,  after  you  have  entered  a little 
way,  which  leads  far  into  the  coiuUtry  to  the  north-east,  and  is  naviga- 
ble by  tiic  greatest  boats  forty  miles.  About  tbe  same  distance 
further  up,  the  Mescliacebe  is  precipitated  from  the  rocks  about  fifty 
feet,  but  is  so  far  navigable  by  considerable  skips,  as  also  beyond, 
excepting  another  fall,  eighty  or  ninety  miles  higher,  by  large  ves- 
sels, unto  its  sources,  wliich  are  in  the  country  of  the  Sieux,  not  at 
a very  great  distance  from  Hudson’s  Bay.  TJierc  are  many  other 
smaller  rivers  which  fall  into  the  Meschacebe,  on  both  sides  of  it, 
but  being  of  little  note,  and  the  description  of  them  of  small  conse- 
quence, I have  passed  over  them  in  silence. 

I now  proceed  to  describe  that  part  of  this  province  which  is  to 
the  east  of  the  Meschacebe;  tlie  rivers  which  pass  throngh  it  having 
no  communication  tlierewith.  From  the  Peninsula  of  Florida,  where 
tliis  cctuntiw  begiiis,  to  the  soiitll-east,  there  arc  only  tvv'O  large  I'ivcrs: 
the  first,  that  of  Palaclie,  the  true  Indian  name,  by  the  Spaniards 
called  tjic  river  of  Spirito  Santo,  or  of  Apalache,  adding  an  A,  after 
tbe  Arabian  manner,  from  which  a great  part  of  their  language  is 
derived;  a.s  iii  tlic  provinces  of  Nileo,  Minoia,  they  ]U'onounoc  Anilcoy 
Aminoiuy  and  so  in  divers  others.  This  river  enters  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico  about  100  miles  froni  the  God  of  the  .Bay  of  i’a.laelie,  at  llu' 
north-west  end  of  the  Feninsula  of  Florida,  in  thirty  degrce.s  of  nurtlt 
hititude,  ami  some  few  minutes.  It  is  somewhat  li.ard  to  find,  li\" 
re.ason  of  the  i-les  and  lagunes  bcfio'c  it;  and  tlicaigh  a stately  river, 
and  comes  far  out  of  the  country,  hath  not  aliove  two  fathoms  and 
a half  (O'  ihifo  fadioms  water  at  mo.'^t  on  tlu*  bar,  a.s  tlie  }ieo]>h‘  sent 
(ui  discovery  found  ; but  that  being  passed,  it  i.s  very  deep  and  lai-go; 
ami  tlic  tide  fio^^s  higher  than  into  any  river  iqmn  all  the  coii.st,  some 
allirm  fifty  miles,  which  is  no  A',  onder,  the  eonnti-y  heiug  a perloet, 
h'vol,  ami  th(‘  liver  having  a double  cinrent;  (uie  from  (he.  south,,  all 
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along  tlic  pcioniula,  from  tvventy-fivc  degrees  to  thirty.  The  other 
from  the  v/est,  N(-ar  it,  on  both  sides  towards  the  sea-coast,  dwell 
divers  nations,  Palacliees,  Chattocs,  Suiluggoes,  Tommakces,  &c.; 
who  are  geiuTally  cadlcd  by  one  name  of  Apalatehy  Indians.  This 
river  proceeds  ehicil}’  from  rivo  s which  liave  their  origin  on  the  south 
or  south-west  side  of  the  great  ridge  of  bills  that  divides  this  country 
from  Carolina,  and  is  .su|)jiosed  to  ha^  e a course  of  about  400  miles. 
Upon  or  near  the  middle  of  it  live  the  great  nations  of  the  Cusslietaes, 
Tallibousies  and  Adgebaches. 

To  the  west  of  this  is  the  famous  C'oza  (a  braneb  of  the  Mobile), 
or,  as  curs  call  it,  the  Coussa  Kiver,  and  the  Trench  Mobile,  the  big- 
gest, next  unto  ?deschace]>e  and  liohio,  of  any  in  this  or  the  neiglibor- 
iug  provinces.  Its  lirsl  lieads  are  likewise  from  the  aforesaid  Pala- 
dican  Mountains-— the  most  northerly  being  at  Guaxula  town  and 
province,  near  the  foot  of  the  mountain.  IMany  rivulets  uniting,  after 
a course  of  eight}'  miles,  form  a river  bigger  than  the  Thames  at 
Kingston,  making  several  dclicoiis  isles,  some  three  or  four  miles 
long,  a)id  half  a mile  broad;  the  country  is  wonderfully  pleasant  and 
fertile.  The  first  considerable  town  or  province  is  Chiaha,  famous  for 
its  pearl  fishing,  there,  being  thereabouts,  in  the  river  and  little  lakes 
it  makes,  a sort  of  shell-iish,  the  andents  named  pinna,  between  a 
muscle  and  oyster;  concerning  which  I have  discoursed  iu  the  ac- 
couiit  of  the  produces  or  commodities  of  this  couutry.  From  thence 
tlic  river  grows  larger  and  deeper,  by  accession  of  others  from  the 
niountains,  and  from  the  West,  until  it  enters  the  province  of  Coza, 
or  Coussa,  wliich  is  reckoned  one  of  the  most  pleasant  and  fruitful 
parts  of  this  country,  and  very  populous.  TFiough  this,  Ferdinaudo 
Soto  pas.sed,  and  resided  therein  a considerable  time;  and  all  tlie 
Spanish  writers  of  this  famous  expedition  extol  them  above  any 
other  nation  for  extent  of  territory,  the  jdeasantness,  healthfulncss, 
fruitfulness  thereof,  and  the  good  di.'^po.sition  of  the  inh:ibitants.  The 
faithful  and  judi'-imis  I'ortuguese  unlcnriwu  author  of  that  expedition, 
ill  a few  words  describes  th.is  juovinee: — 

“ It  consists  of  hills  and  valK-}s  )>etweeii.  Their  granaries  were 
full  of  Indian  coi'ii,  and  other  edibles;  so  ])opulous  that  their  towns 
.and  fields,  sowed  with  (arm,  touoheil  eadi  othco*;  tlie  country  is  very 
agreea].’],',  by  ro;ison  of  many  rivulels,  which  make  lovely  meadows. 
'J'l.erc  grov,  iiatuially  iu  (he  fields,  prunes,  liclter  than  wo  can  in 
Sj'ain  produce  by  culture,  even  in  (uir  pairuens.  Vines  mount,  iu 
j.']mo,>t  all  phiccH  near  iIjc  rivers,  to  the  to])s  of  the  tnes,  4'hore  are 
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clivers  other  sorts  of  vines  which  are  low,  and  some  rim  upon  the 
ground,  and  hy  cuUivating  might  be  wonderfully  improved,  though 
very  good  and  pleasant  as  they  are  in  their  natural  state/’ 

Below  these,  on  the  same  river,  are  the  Illlibalies,  or  as  some,  the 
Olibahalies,  and  according  to  the  French  the  Allibanions.  And  be- 
low them  the  Tallises,  who  dwell  upon  a fair  river  which  enters  that 
of  Coza  from  the  cast,  thence  to  tlie  once  great  province  of  Tasculuza 
(Tuscaloosa),  almost  destroyed  by  Ferdinando  Soto;  but  the  chief 
city  iMauvilla,  wbicli  the  English  call  Maubela,  and  the  French  iMo- 
bile,  is  yet  in  being,  though  far  short  of  its  former  grandeur.  About 
one  hundred  miles  from  hence,  it  enters  the  Gulf  of  IMcxico,  being 
lirst  increased,  as  by  many  small  rivers  and  rivulets,  so  by  the  fair 
river  of  the  Chattas,  which  is  made  by  a collection  of  several  other 
little  streams  and  rivers,  and  which  at  length  form  a fine  river,  that 
would  seem  considerable,  if  it  were  not  obscured  by  tlie  great  river  in 
wbicli  it  is  lost.  This  mighty  nation  of  the  Chattas  (Choctavrs), 
consisting  of  near  three  thousand  fighting  men,  live  ehiefiy  about  the 
middle  of  the  river,  and  is  not  far  from  the  Chicazas,  whom  I men- 
tioned to  iubabii  thirty  or  forty  towns,  in  the  description  of  the  Cas- 
qui  or  Cusates  river,  and  speak  tlie  same  language.  And  to  the  east, 
between  them  and  the  Cozas,  are  the  Becacs  or  Ahecacs,  who  have 
thirteen  towns,  and  dwell  upon  divers  small  rivers,  which  run  into 
the  Coussa.  It  is  a very  pleasant  country,  lilm  that  of  the  Coza,  full 
of  hills  and  valleys;  their  ground  is  generally  more  marly,  or  fatter 
than  many  other  provinces,  whieli  are  mostly  of  a lighter  mould. 
And  a little  more  to  the  south-west,  between  the  Becaes  and  Chattas, 
dwell  in  divers  towns,  being  five  hundred  fighting  men,  the  Ewemales, 
upon  a fair  river  of  tlieir  name,  which  coming  from  the  east,  mixes 
with  the  Coussa.  This  mighty  river  enters  the  Gulf  of  JMcxieo, 
about  fifteen  le;igues  to  the  west,  of  the  great  Bay  of  Nassau  or  Spirito 
Smito,  or  from  the  N.  E.  cape  of  Mirtle  Isle,  v.'hlch  is  the  South 
Laud,  between  wliicli  and  the  coutlueut  to  the  north  is  tlic  entraufo 
of  tliat  vast  inlet.  The  river  runs  into  a kind  of  a laguno  or  Iniy, 
which  is  liarred  four  miles  from  the  mouth  of  tho  river,  supposed  to 
]>e  occasioned,  us  the  IMcscbacebe,  in  long  jirocess  of  time,  by  the  silt 
or  sediment  of  the  water,  this  being  almost,  as  nnuldy,  coming,  for 
the  most  p»arf,  tbnmgli  a rieli  clay  or  ina)'l  ; so  tluit  at  tlie  bar,  when  it 
is  low  water  (and  it  tiovrs  little  there  excepting  tlie  soutli  wind  drive 
in  a groat  sea),  there  is  not  above  fuuj'teen  or  fifteen  feet ; but  tlie 
mouth  being  some  miles  broad,  and  our  people  not,  baviug  leisure  to 
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examine  perliaps  tlicre  ma}’  be  found  deeper  places  upon  other 

parts  of  tlie  bar;  l)ut  so  soon  as  you  are  over  it,  there  is  a most  noble 
liarbor,  veiy  large,  from  four  to  .six  fatlinms  deep.  Near  the  mouth  of 
this  river  tlie  I’rench  have  lately  made  a new  settlement,  called  Fort 
Louis,  which  is  tlie  usual  residence  of  the  Chief  Governor  of  Louisi- 
ana, who  is  nevcrtlioless  subordinate  to  hi]u  of  Canada.  In  this  fort 
are  some  companies  of  soldiers,  and  from  thence  detachments  'are 
sent  to  secure  the  several  stations  tliey  have  amongst  the  Indians  in 
the  inland  ])arts. 

As  the  Ullibciljs  or  Alliliamons,  Chicazas,  and  Chattas  (Choctaws), 
are  the  most  po])ulous  and  potent  nations  upon  and  between  this  river 
and  the  Meschacobe,  tlic  J'inglish  for  several  years  resided  peaceably 
amongst,  carried  on  a consideralilo  trade  with,  and  wo]'e  as  friends 
hindly  entertained  by  them,  till  about  the  year  17T5,  by  the  intrigues 
and  practices  of  the  French,  they  we]-e  either  murdered,  or  obliged  to 
retire,  and  make  room  for  those  nev;  intruders,  who  liave  since  unjustl)-' 
possessed  and  fortified  the  very  same  stations,  in  order  to  keep  the 
natives  in  awe  and  subjection,  and  to  cut  off  the  communication  of  the 
Fngli.di  traders  with  the  Indians  thereabouts,  and  as  far  as  and  beyond 
the  jMeschacebe;  whereby  tlicy  have  secured  to  themselves  an  exten- 
sive and  profitable  trade  of  above  500  miles,  which  the  subjects  of 
Great  ILitaiii  vrere  a few  years  ago  the  solo  masters  of. 

Lcsidcs  the  French  settlement  above  mentioned  on  the  continent, 
they  have  another  small  town  and  fort  in  the  isle  DiUiphine,  formerly 
called  Slaughter  Island,  from  a great  number  of  men’s  bones  found 
there  on  its  first  discovery,  the  remains,  as  is  said,  of  a bloody  battle 
fought  between  two  nations  of  Indians.  I'his  island  lies  about  nine 
leagues  south  of  lArt  Louis,  and  foin  teen  leagues  west  of  Pensacola. 
It  is  iuhaldtcd  ami  foriified  only  on  aeccunl  of  its  harbor,  it  being  the 
first  place  the  J'rench  shipping  usually  touch  at  in  their  voyage  from 
France.  The  di'-aaiiee  between  this  ri^er  and  tliat  of  Ikilache  or 
Ppirito  Santo  to  the  east  is  about  JOO  miles.  tnie  coast  between 
them  is  very  dec])  and  bold,  contrary  to  all  former  maps;  for  those 
sent  ujton  (liscovtuy  fauindcd  several  tiin.'s  every  day,  and  found  it  so, 
ashy  the  journals  will  appear. 

Let\V(!Oii  thoe,'  two  great  rivers  ai-e  divers  harbors;  tlie  chief,  and 
indeed  the  h.*:4,up  in  all  the  coastin’ the  (iulf  ol'  Moxieo  is  Fcnsieola, 
a huge  liiti  hor,  and  ry  safe  from  all  wimls;  has  foui-  faihoins  at  the 
entiiim.'e,  ami  de<-pr)js  griidually  to  .'-■even  or  eight.  'To  the  cast  of  the 
liaihiw  enter.-;  a Inir  river,  which  eoimes  about  100  miles  out  of  the 
country,  and  is  nutde  of  two  rivers,  vhieh  unite  some  miles  above. 
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This  harhor  or  hay  lies  ninety  leagues  west  from  the  upper  part  of  the 
peninsula  of  Florida.  On  the  larboard  or  ^vesfc  side  of  the  harbor 
stands  a poor  town,  containing  about  forty  Palmetto  houses,  witli  a 
small  stockadoed  fort  of  twelve  or  fourteen  gum^,  but  of  little  moment; 
because  all  their  soldiers,  and  the  majority  of  the  inhalntants,  are 
fore  wjops,  or  forced  people,  having  been  malefactors  in  some  pai’ts  of 
Mexico,,  tliercfore  are  confined  in  that  place  for  a number  of  yeans, 
according  to  tlie  nature  of  their  crimes.  In  .short,  they  are  not  unlike 
our  felons,  which  are  transported  from  the  jails  in  England  to  the  ])lau- 
tations.  I'lie  French,  in  the  year  1719,  took  this  fort  with  .'^mall  loss 
from  the  Spaniard,  who,  in  a fev/  months,  retook  it  again.  The  first 
of  these  )nade  themselves  rnastei's  thereof  a .second  time,  but  wliethcr 
they  liave  dc.serted  it,  or  keej;  it  still  in  their  possession,  1 know  not. 

If  the  French  secure  (Lis  port  and  harbor,  wliicb  is  not  alrivo  fijur- 
teen  leagues  east  of  their  chief  setllemcnt  at  Moljile,  they  ma\'  ^vifh 
ea.so,  at  all  seasons,  infest,  vrith  large  men  of  war  and  privateers,  the 
navigation  of  the  Engli.slj  and  Spaniards  in  the  Bay  of  IMexico,  ]>y 
lying  in  wait  for  and  intercepting  their  fleets  and  p'-ivate  ships,  trading 
to  and  from  Panuco,  Vera  Cruz,  Campeche,  I’orto  ]]ello,  Jamaica,  and 
the  Havana. 

Thirty  leagues  to  the  cast  is  Apalatchy-Cola,  which  is  also  a good 
harbor,  and  west  of  Apalatcby  Iliver  tliirty  leagues. 

The  Bay  of  Aassau  or  Sjfirito  Santo  is  made  by  four  islands,  which 
run  almost  due  south,  a little  inclining  to  the  west.  The  most 
northcidy,  between  which  and  the  main  is  the  entrance  of  the  bay,  being 
eight  leagues  long,  onr  jmople  called  Mirlle  Island,  from  the  great 
quantity  of  that  tree  or  sln-ub  vJiich  grov/s  iliere,  wlierc  digging  they 
found  oxcolleiit  good  water  vejy  plentifully.  This  island  in  some 
places  i.s  very  narrow.  Whetlier  it  be  llic  same  the  French  call  Isle 
aux  Abd-^-'aiux,  or  Sbip’.s  Island,  I eaiTt  tell ; but  its  situation,  di.'t  i)].v 
from  i.^le  Daujddne,  or  Slaughter  T.sland,  and  its  conimodlousne.^s  for 
shclterii)g  shijes  from  the  wind,  creates  a [ti'obabilit}  of  its  being  no. 
The  bay  is  fifteen  miles  l-road,  from  Mii-tle  ]>land  to  a row  of  i.Jaiids 
widen  run  ]'arallel  with  the  main,  and  anotlier  bay  or  lagune  between 
them,  within  which  they  did  not  go.  These  islands  .Nlreteh  .south- 
ward til’iy  or  .sixty  miles,  as  far  as  one  nf  llie  smaller  moutlis  of  the 
jNlosehaccbe  ; an«]  dnublless  tliere  must  he  very  good  harlinr'.,  I'eing 
defeiided  IVoiu  the  .sea  and  winds  hy  adoubh*  n>w  of  iehinds,  ainl  having 
probably  lUHid  ds'pths.  ( )ur  jx’ople  vi-'-Ile'd  onl^’  (lie  most  mirtboly, 
^Yhiell  the  y n lined  Bose  l.-dand,  a most  (Vagrant  snudl  eooiiog  (Vein  it 
tlirce  h-agues  oil,  wiiieli  exceeded  all  jHafume,-^;  it  is  about  rixteeu 
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miles  long’,  niid  two  leagues  or  more  from  tlie  nortliern  or  we.'^tern 
main.  Ik-tween  this  ami  Mirtlo  Island,  the  depths  of  water  were  four, 
five,  six,  five,  four  fathoms.  Hose  Island  is  a brave  island,  and  full  of 
VYOod.  They  found  it  somewhat  difilcult  to  go  down  the  bay  between 
the  island.'^,  meeting  with  some  shoal'!,  v/here  they  had  not  much  above 
two  fathoms  water.  They  turned  round  Mirtle  Island  into  the  main 
sea,  and  coasted  the  east  side,  which  is  very  bold.  Over  against  Mirtle 
Island  to  the  nortli,  about  five  leagues  di.stance,  on  the  main  land,  is 
a high  point  of  woods,  where  is  the  entrance  of  Little  3Iesehaccbo,  or 
the  East  Lraneh,  which  I mentioned  in  my  de.scription  of  the  great 
river.  And  about  fifteen  leagues  to  the  north-east  of  this  branch  of 
the  ]\[eschacehe  is  the  Hay  of  Hilocoliy  (Biloxi),  which  is,  within,  a 
fair  harbor,  with  a small  river  falling  into  or  near  it,  called  Passagoula, 
bordering  on  which  and  the  aforesaid  bay  is  a fine  country,  but  on 
the  bar  there  is  not  above  seven  or  eight  feet  water.  It  was  on 
the  continent,  lying,  I think,  on  the  easterly  part  of  this  boy,  that 
Monsieur  d'’  Iberville,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1700,  built  a sin  all 
sconce,  and  left  therein  ahout  forty  men,  well  provided  with  neces- 
saries. lie  afterwards  returned  twice  to  France  fur  further  reinforce- 
ments, hut  on  his  third  voyage  back  to  Bilocobi  (Biloxi)  he  died.  The 
Ercncb  being  about  that  time  liotlv  eniratred  in  a war  with  the  Emdi.^b 
and  their  confederates  in  Europe,  tliis  and  anotlu-r  small  settlement 
they  liad  thereabouts  were  deserted,  for  want  of  timely  and  necessary 
.supplies. 

. Our  ship  passed  on  the  east  side  of  Mirtle  Island,  wbicli  is  twenty-four 
miles  long,  and  three  other  islands,  there  i)cing  ojjcnings  between,  a mile 
or  two  over.  The  fourth  and  last  island  is  (bo  broadest  and  highest, 
and  a good  mark  to  lind  the  ^lescliacebe.  These  i.-lands  lie  altogether 
in  a diivet  line  south  and  by  wc.'-T,  ea^t  and  by  nortli,  at  least  fifty  miles, 
and  have  all  along,  two  leagues  oil,  from  live  to  nine  fathom  water. 
AVhen  you  come  Oj  the  I'ourtli  isle  you  must  be  eaurious,  the  soimd- 
iug  being  uncertain;  for  some  ))pints  of  sand  stretcli  out  into  the  sea 
three  leagues,  ajul  varie.s  the  depths  from  nine  fathoms  to  four,  then 
eight,  nine,  ;dl  at  once.  Between  (his  i,-land  and  tlie  main  is  apassago 
two  leagues  h>roa<l,  which  leads  into  the  great  bay  from  which  tliey 
came.  'The  length  of  the  bay  fiami  north  to  south  is  cme  entire  de- 
gree. 'fhey  w..nt,  divers  Icagiu's  up  it,  and  Ibiind  dee]>  water;  Imt 
afterwards  it  .-lio.ijiii!'-,  th.'y  (‘sme  down  south,  .•ind  d.iubled  (he  eajie, 
where  t'ne  most  .si-terly  of  the  tlirei'  great  br.mclies  i»f  (lie  l\iesc]ia- 
cehe  eiileivd  tlie  s^.a,  which,  with  the  (wo  otlicis  (li  llio  west,  1 de- 
scribed betore,  wlnm  i gave  an  account  of  the  iiioutbs  of  that  river. 
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Althou"li  the  latitude  and  longitude  of  tlie  moutli  of  tiic  Mescha- 

D o 

ccbe  were  perfectly  knov.  n,  yet  it  is  almost  impossible^  in  the  common 
way  of  sailing,  to  come  at  them;  for  if  you  go  never  so  little  to  the 
south,  you  will  be  di'ivcn  by  a very  stroiig  current  to  the  south-west, 
two  miles  an  hour,  till  you  come  to  the  bottom  or  west  end  of  the 
Gulf  of  3Iexico;  to  prevent  which  you  must  make  the  main  of  bio- 
rida  in  about  thirty  degrees  of  latitude.  'J’Ijc  land  i.s  so  very  low  you 
can  scarcely  see  it,  at  four  leagues  distance,  AYhore  tlu;ro  i.s  forty-five 
and  fifty  fathom,  but  ten  leagues  off,  tliere  is  no  ground  at  one  lum- 
dred  fathom.  Pensacola  is  the  most  convenient  place  to  fall  in  withal; 
and  to  be  sure  of  that,  your  best  way  is  to  make  the  Tortuga  blands, 
Avhicli  are  seven,  and  but  few  leagues  distance  to  the  north-wcbt  from 
the  Cape  of  Florida,  and  the  little  islands  which  lie  Ijefore  it,  called 
Los  jMartjres.  The  Tortuga  Islands  lie  between  the  latitude  of  twen- 
ty-four degrees  and  from  thirty-five  to  fifty  minutes.  They  are  not 
in  a round,  as  commonl}'  repre.sented  by  tlie  charts,  but  beai-  almost 
north  and  south.  If  you  come  there  in  the  month  of  April,  ulay,  or 
the  beginning  of  June,  you  vrill  find  great  numbers  of  tiirllc,  Aviiicli 
are  then  in  good  plight,  extraordinary  good  food,  both  fresh  and 
salted,  and  a wholesome  change  of  diet  for  seamen;  afi'e.rwards  they 
will  not  well  take  salt,  decaying  and  running  into  a jelly  or  water, 
and  before  duly  is  expired  quite  leave  the  islands  until  the  iu;xt  year. 
The  course  from  the  Tortuga  Islands  to  Pensacola  is  X.  4-1.  W.  distance 
one  hundred  and  fifty-eight  leagues,  the  shore  bold,  bearing  east  and 
west.  Xiiie  leagues  from  the  land  you  will  have  thirty-three  fathoms 
-water,  but  if  you  make  the  river  of  the  Cozas  or  Cous.^as,  Avliieli  is  one 
Immlred  and  sixt^'-seveu  leagues,  and  a very  remarkable  jdaeo,  being 
a spacious  large  opening,  having  a small  sandy  isle  in  the  middle,  you 
will  find  the  laud  .stretch  east  and  vrest,  and  within  about  eighteen 
leagues  you  will  fall  in  with  Mirtle  Island,  Avhich,  witii  the  31ain, 
makes  the  entrance  into  tlie  great  F-ay  of  Spirito  Santo;  in  which 
i,-le,  a.s  I .'^aid  boibro,  is  very  good  freJi  wafer.  This  with  five  or  six 
other  low  isles,  run  a range  fourteen  leagues,  and  S.  'Wb  tVr.m  them, 
about  five  h‘agu(-'y  arc  high  wood.«  : stand  over  for  tliO  south  part  of 
tlii.-'^e  wno  l-;,  until  you  come  to  four  fathoms,  there  cast  youi' anchor, 
and  .seiid  yor.r  boat  (d  a low  yuviut  along  tlie  shore  to  the  Southward. 
In  live  foot  wat.'r  yu  will  (ind  a small  biaiieli  «>('  the  lawi’ ; rov,-  up  it; 
the  current  will  (airi'y  yrni  to  the  bar,  where  you  may  tak'e  Amur  marks 
for  the  (Miti-auec  into'  it,  Feibajis  .sometime.s  the  w ateis  mav  be  .-o 
low  that  y.ni  cannot  ]>a.-s  this  ehanmd.  In  ease  this  should  ha])[>eu 
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(wliicli  1 suppose  it  seHom  or  never  does),  then  run  by  the  soundings 
of  the  .shore,  in  five  or  six  feet  water,  and  keep  that  depth  till  you 
come  to  the  ])Itch  of  the  Ihrst  Cape,  where  you  will  find  the  easterly 
branch  in  fourteen  or  fifteen  feet  water  : then  row  up,  take  your 
marks,  return,  and  place  two  buoys,  and  you  may  carry  your  ship  into 
the  river  very  .safely,  as  you  may  perceive  by  the  draught.  Tlie 
same  or  like  caution  mu.st  be  used  for  entering  into  cither  of  the  other 
mouths,  to  keep  near  the  shore,  and  by  anchoring  stop  the  tide  of 
ebb.  There  is  a bay,  which  our  men  in  the  .ship  called  Salt-Water 
Bay;  they  ivlio  went  to  llie  head  of  it,  Tresh-Water  Bay;  a seemiiig 
contradiction,  but  thus  easily  reconciled.  This  bay  lies  between  the 
cast  and  middle  great  branch  of  the  river  : the  great  branches  In’ing 
down  so  considuraljle  a (pnmtify  of  water,  at  the  ebb,  with  a .strong 
current,  that  then  the  fresh  water  enters  the  sea  two  or  three  leagues, 
and.  between  them  the  sea  enters  this  bajg  not  mixing  with  the  vraters 
of  the  rivers,  which  are  ten  miles  distant;  so  that  ships  who  anchor 
at  the  lower  end  of  tlic  bay  find  the  vrater  salt.  But  there  is  a creek, 
at  the  N.  AV.  end  of  ihe  ha  v,  which  comes  out  of  the  middle  branch, 
and  a little  before  it  enters  the  bay  is  divided.  This  creek  hath  from 
eight  feet  at  the  slnillowest  to  nine,  ten  and  elev’en  feet  water,  by 
which  they  entered,  out  of  Sali-A\diter  Bay,  into  the  river. 

Having  made  a faithful  miiT.itlve,  from  good  journals  and  itinera- 
ries by  sea  and  land,  of  the  great  river  Mescbacebe,  the  rivers  increasing 
it,  the  countries  adjacent,  and  inhabitants  tliereof,  as  also  of  the  coun- 
tries, people,  rivers  and  harbors  towards  tlie  cast  belonging  unto  this 
province,  winch  do  not  coramnnicatc  with  it,  1 shall  give  a brief  rela- 
tion of  wliat  ,T  have  learned  concerning  the  .sea  and  coast  thereof 
])cyond  the  AFcscluicebc,  to  the  west,  tlic  rivers  belonging  to  this  pro- 
vince, their  heads  and  courses,  ^v1licll  enter  not  the  Meschacebe. 

A\’'licii  you  are  passed  the  thii  d or  westerly  branch  of  the  Meschaccbc, 
ilicre  presents  it.self  a fair  bay  going  to  tlie  north,  into  winch  empty 
themselves  two  of  the  smaller  branches  of  the  great  river,  as  may  be 
discerned  in  the  cliart.  This  bay  is  between  twenty  and  thirty  miles 
deep,  and  veiT  b'.>]<l  to  the  east,  ha.ving  fnun  tlic  entrance  unto  the 
bottom,  from  twetily-fivc  to  six  fatlmm  ; but  is  not  in  tliosc  deiitlis 
above  seven  or  eight  miles  Innad,  a sand  running  from  tlie  main  tliirty 
miles  so'utii  iatu  thesea,u))on  whieh  there  is  not  above  three  fathoms, 
wliich  yet  mir  sliip  passed,  going  and  returning.  At  the  north-east, 
end  of  (lie  h.iv,  tin,'  great  I'iver  runs  piarallcl  with  it  for  some  miles, 
from  a mile  to  a mile  and  a half  di.-'t.nicc  iVom  it,  and  two  fair,  la.rge 
deep  creeks  entm-  it,  tdmosL  in  the  middle,  out  of  the  westerly  great 
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brancli  of  the  river.  . Having  ptLSsed  this  shoal  to  the  main,  the  laud 
runs  almost  due  cast  and  west,  liaving  a bold  coast,  for  a hundred 
miles  until  you  come  to  a great  shoal,  'where  tliero  is  not  above  two 
or  three  fiithoms  Vr'ater,  with  several  breahers.  Our  people  sailed  on 
the  south  side  of  this  groat  shoal,  always  out  of  the  sight  of  laud, 
therefore  Ivuew  not  the  breadth.  They  kept  near  the  latitude  of  29 
degrees,  the  depth  generally  as  follcovs,  seven,  eight,  iiirn*.  eight,  seven,' 
six  fiitlioius.  At  length  they  came  to  the  bottom  of  the  bay  or  gulf, 
from  whence  tliey  returned  unto  the  westerly  braneli  of  the  iMescha- 
cebe. 

From  the  liver  Meschacebe  unto  the  bottom  of  the  bay,  are  innu- 
merable fine  small  rivers,  very  pleasant.  Great  store  of  biiihiloos  or 
wild  kine  freeptent  them  to  the  very  sea-side,  as  also  deer  of  divers 
.sort.s,  wild  turkeys,  and  many  other  large  water  and  sea-fowl;  tlic  coast 
ahouiids  with  good  fish  ; but  I cannot  learn  there  are  above  four  very 
large  river.s,  and  of  long  course. 

The  first  and  greatest  is  that  of  the  Quonoatinuos,  or  of  the  Coenis, 
a great  and  populous  nation,  wdio  dwell  in  forty  or  fifty  villages  upon 
the  middle  of  this  river,  and  otliers  vdiicli  run  into  it.  Tho}'  are 
about  five  days’  journey  distant  from  the  habitations  of  the  Spaniard^, 
and  near  200  miles  from  tlic  sea,  into  which  the  river  empties  itself, 
about  eighty  leagues  to  the  west  of  the  Meschacebe;  it  is  broad, 
deep,  and  navigal)le  almost  to  its  heads,  which  chiefly  proceed  from 
tlie  ridge  of  liills  that  separate  this  province  from  New  IMcxico.  And 
its  nortli-west  branc-hes  approach  near  the  soutli-’west  branches  of  the 
river  of  tlie  Houinas.  There  dv.'cll  upon  it,  more  to\vards  its  mouth, 
divers  otheis  nations,  v7l10.se  iiarnes  are  unknown,  excepting  (lie 
Tarahas,  fl  yeajijians,  Paloguesscns  and  Palonuas.  All  these  nations 
have  good  hoi  ses. 

-:\.bout  tliirtv  leagues  further  to  the  south  of  the  west  is  the  river 
of  the  l-^ironoiuis,  who  with  divers  other  nations  dwelt  thereupon.  It 
is  little  le-s  limn  that  (>f  the  Konoatinnos,  and  as  that  hath  its  ,sourc<w 
in  tho  mountains  of  New  iMexicn,  iho  course  of  this  is  likewise  from 
the  north-west,  until  it  enters  tlie  .sea. 

Felweeii  tills  and  tho  aforesaid  river  of  Qiionoatinno.s  or  (’oonis 
lies  the  Ihiy  of  S(.  J’ernard,  called  hy  iMonsienr  do  la  f^allc  the  jlay 
of  St.  iamis,  and  a river  that  falls  into  it  he  named  the  iliver  of 
Vac]ie.s.  In  the  year  HiSo  lie  Imilt  there  a fort  (after  he  lind  pur- 
j'O.-el}',  as  it  is  said,  overshot  the  mouth  of  the  river  Mesehae<'hc\ 
having  formed  a design  from  thence  to  visit  the  mines  of  St.  Farhe 
in  New  lu^eav,  v. hich  were  not  mueli  above  milo.s  dista.nt.  Hut 
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one  of  l)is  ycsscIs  retuniing  to  Fi'ance,  and  the  other  three  being  lost 
wltii  great  i-iart  (.-f  his  stores,  amnumiiion  and  provisions,  witlial  fail- 
ing in  his  atteiM])t  lo  engage  tlie  Indians  in  his  party  and  interest, 
V’lio,  instead  of  frioids,  proved  ]jis  mortal  enemies,  continually  skulk- 
ing about  Ills  iiifuit  settlement  and  destroying  loariy  of  his  people, 
he  was  obliged  to  desist  from  tb.at  enterprise.  lie  afterwards  with 
twent}’’  chosen  men  went  Iw  hmd  in  search  of  the  river  jMeschacebe, 
in  which  attempt  l;c  lost  his  life,  being  liarbarously  murdered  by  some 
of  his  own  followers.  Tnis  fort  was  soon  after  taken  and  destroyed 
by  the  Spaniards  and  Indians,  all  tbc  French  remaining  therein  being 
either  killed  or  made  prisoncTS. 

a\.bout  the  same  distance  further  S.  "W.  is  the  river  of  tlie  Eisca- 
terongs,  whicdi  is  of  the  same  magnitude  with  the  former,  hath  the 
same  course  from  the  north-west  to  the  sea,  and  its  heads  from  the 
same  mountains. 

The  last  river  of  note  is  a river  of  much  the  same  bigness  with  the 
two  preceding,  and  enters  the  Eay  of  Mexico  at  the  north-west  end, 
between  the  degrees  of  27  and  2S;  it  is  named  Abotas. 

It  may  not  bo  amiss  to  mention  another  river,  wliicli,  adthough  it 
may  not  be  witljin  the  hounds  of  tljis  colony,  may  he  of  great  use, 
V,  hen  it  is  well  established,  by  reason  of  the  coiivcniency  of  traflic 
with  the  Spaniards,  it  being  near  the  aforesaid  famous  mines  of  New* 
Eiscay,  a large  province  lying  laUwecn  Mexico  and  New  Mexico. 
Tliis  stately  river  bath  its  fountains  in  the  most  northeil}'  parts  of 
New  Mexico,  in  the  latitude  of  08  degrees,  and  being  gradually  in- 
creased by  the  conflux  of  many  small  waters,  becomes  large  and 
navigable,  till  it  approaches  the  oOtli  degree;  then  it  turns  to  the  S. 
E.  and  enters  a parcel  of  Irigh  mountains;  from  whence  it  is  no  fur- 
ther navigalflc;  it  is  called  by  tne  Fjamiards  Eio  Eravo.  They  differ 
in  their  accounts  hereof;  some  affirming  it  is  here  swallowed  up  in  a 
liideous  gulf,  and  passes  tlirce  days’  journey  under  the  earth,  like 
their  great  river  (Inadianain  Sjenn,  ol  which  their  famous  ambassador 
Gundamore  said,  when  asked  wiictlior  liis  master  could  show  such  a 
liridge  as  that  over  the  Tliames  at  London,  that  be  bad  a bridge  upon 
wliich  many  luiudred  thousand  shet'p  u.iily  fed.  Others  write  tliat 
tne  nver  doih  not  dive  underground,  I'ut  pa'-scs  aniom'^  rocks  full  of 
siraiglit  j.as.o'.ges,  wit.li  many  catare.ets;  that  after  it  has  broke  its  way 
tliixiigii,  it  glido-,  very  placidily  ero.;s  :t  level  country  for  a hundred 
aim  liliy  liulrs,  ]>'  ing  both  large  and  deep,  and  at  length  emjiiios 
itself  into  a liroadi  aiul  long  htgum,  which  is  luvlgable,  with  two  ei 
three  passages  iiito  it,  })CLweeii  the  islmids  that  form  it,  and  whoso 
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entrances  are  at  least  between  tlircc  and  four  fathom  deep.  I have  a 
journal  of  Capt.  Parker,  who  in  tlie  year  1G88  was  there  wdth  two 
ships  : one  very  large,  in  search  of  a Spanish  wrec-k,  but  will  not 
trouble  my  reader  with  the  relation  of  what  there  happened  to  them. 
All  accounts  agree  this  country  is  well  watered,  that  it  abounds  with 
vast  cpiantities  of  wild  kine,  the  Spaniards  call  Cibolas,  and  is  fruit- 
ful, plca.sant  and  populous. 

I think  it  not  inexpedient  to  give  an  account  of  the  great  seas  or 
lakes  of  fresh  water  which  are  to  the  north  of  this  coimtiy,  on  the 
east  side  of  the  jMeschacebe,  which  though  not  in  the  bounds  of  this 
province,  may  prove  very  beneficial,  both  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  and 
our  colonies  of  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  jMar)dand,  and  A^irginla,  who 
are  not  very  remote  from  some  of  them,  and  may  liave  an  easy  access 
thereunto,  and  conscc<ucntly  by  navigation  wdth  those  that  are  more 
remote,  they  having  all  communications  with  each  other,  as  may  be 
presently  discerned  by  the  map. 

The  seas  or  lakes  are  five.  First,  the  superior  lake  before  mentioned, 
it  being  of  all  most  nortlierly,  and  is  called  by  most  of  the  savages 
the  Lake  of  the  Nadouessons  (Superior),  the  greatest  and  most  valiant 
nation  of  the  north,  divided  into  several  tribes,  who  go  by  divers 
names.  This  lake  is  esteemed  at  least  150  leagues  in  length,  sixty 
leagues  in  breadth,  and  500  in  circumference.  The  south  side, 
wliich  we  reckon  its  length,  is  all  along  situated  in  veiy  near  forty- 
eight  degrees  of  latitude  from  the  east  end  to  tlie  west.  The  north 
side  where  it  is  broadest,  is  in  about  fifty-one  degrees.  It  is  all  over 
navigable,  batli  some  isles;  bufone  especially  called  Minong,  above 
sixt3^  miles  in  compass,  wherein,  both  Indians  and  French  afhrm,  is  a 
great  mine  of  very'  pure  copper,  which  from  the  ore  aflbrds,  without 
any  preparation  besides  melting,  above  three-fifths  fine  metal.  It  is 
^ely  remarkable  of  this  sea,  that  on  all  the  south  side  upon  the  sliore, 
it  is  not  above  four  or  five  fathoms  deep,  and  gradually  increasing  as 
you  pass  over  to  tlie  north,  until  aou  cannot  find  bottom  with  150 
fatlioms  of  line.  It  is  most  wonderfully  stored  vrith  admirable  fush, 
and  the  land  about  it  with  deer  and  elk,  or  moose,  c.^^i'ceiall}'  the  nOrlli 
side.  With  tliis  latter  and  some  islands,  the  French  drive  a consider- 
able trade  among  llu'  natives,  for  skins  and  furs;  and  of  late  yoai's 
have  intercejitv'd  a great  jiart  of  the  more  remote  Indians,  who  iisia; 
formerly  to  tral!u;k  with  llie  Fugli^li  in  Hudson’s  Bay,  at  Port  Nd- 
son  and  New  Severn,  ',1’his  lake  or  sea  is  made  u}»  of  innumerahle 
small  rivers  and  livulets,  and  three  large  rivers,  all  on  the  north  siile 
of  the  lake,  entering  at  the  N.  K end  thereof,  udiose  names  are  J.emi- 
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pissaki;  kiicuipikctoii  and  Xemipigon,  wliicli  last  proceeds  out  of  a 
lake  of  tlie  same  name,  full  of  islands;  at  tlie  upper  end  whereof  enters 
a river,  which  comes  from  the  north,  and  hath  its  origin  from  divers 
small  lakes  and  marshes.  Tlie  lake  of  Ncmipigon  is  above  200  miles  in 
coinjiass.  The  Baron  Ic  Jlontan  is  certainly  mistaken  about  the 
original  of  this  river,  aiul  makes  it  vastly  bigger  than  it  is;  he  accounts 
it  the  head  of  the  great  rivor  of  Canada  or  St.  Jjawreuce,  and  to  come 
out  of  the  lake  of  the  As.-enipouvals ; but  I have  been  informed  by 
a person  who  lived  two  ytiars  in  those  parts,  and  had  often  been 
upon  these  two  lakes,  that  the  lake  of  the  Assinepoualaos  (for  that 
is  the  true  name),  whieli  is  considerable  to  the  A.  AY.,  and,  as  the 
Indians  often  assured,  was  tlie  biggest  lake  in  rdl  this  northern  con- 
tinent, liad  no  communication  with  that  of  Anmipigon.  The  A.  W. 
of  this  iiake  Superior  (>r  of  the  Andeuessons,  is  not  above  thirty 
leagues  in  a straight  line  from  the  J^ake  of  Acmipigon;  but  the  com- 
municalion  by  land  is  dillicult,  by  reason  the  earth  abounds  with  bogs 
and  marshes. 

Tile  great  or  superior  lake  empties  itself  into  that  of  Karegnondi 
or  the  deep  lake,  it  being  in  most  parts  more  profound  than  the  three 
we  shall  hereafter  mention.  Boimcrly  it  was  called  the  lake  Iloun- 
ondate,  from  a great  nation  who  inhabited  on  its  east  side,  named  from 
their  bristly  bair  on  their  head,  llourons,  since  totally  destroyed  or 
dispersed  into  very  remote  parts  b}'  the  Iroeois. 

Tliis  lake  is  much  of  the  figure  of  an  equilateral  triangle,  whose 
basis  is  to  tlie  north.  It  abounds  with  clivers  sorts  of  excellent  lisb, 
great  and  small,  especially  a large  tish  named  Assihendo,  of  the  big- 
ness of  AAwfoundland  cod.  This  fish  is  the  manna  of  most  of  the 
nations  which  inhabit  about  the  lake,  l*eing  lialf  their  subsistence. 
And  Jhiropeans  of  all  nations,  ^Yho  have  eaten  thereof,  agree  that 
there  is  not  in  seas  or  rivers  a better  t:i.-'tc.l,  more  wholesome  fish, 
and  the  nuijibers  arc  such  as  of  cod  on  the  Bank  of  AAw  lAvandlancl, 
and  never  to  be  lessened.  Besides  these,  tliere  is  abundance  of  good 
sturgeons,  salmon  or  salmon  trout,  weighing  from  (went}'  to  fifty 
])Oiuids,  large  carps,  iind  many  oilier  kimls  of  li.sli,  small  and  great, 
not  inferior  to  any  in  .Ivurope.  iidic  inhaliitants  almost  i-ound  this 
lak'o  arc  mostly  destroyed  by  the  Iroeois  ( i ro(iuois),  except  a small 
remnant  of  Iw  i or  three  nations,  who  hau',  with  the  helji  of  the 
Brcneh,  erected  a .slnmg  fort  near  another  luiiit  by  that  nation  for  a 
refuge  le  their  allies  and  tradi'i-s^  wlien  th''  Iroeois  happen  to  invade 
(his  or  the  ailj.uviit  jiarts.  'j'his  lake  hath  many  islands,  c'sjiocially 
Oil  the  north  siJe,  where  the  greatest  fishery  is  for  the  Assihendo,  but 
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none  at  Maintoualin,  vrliicli  is  twenty  Icayiics  long  and  ten  broad, 
lying  direct!}^  over  against  the  continent,  from  which  it  is  only  six  or 
seven  leagues  distant.  ' ^ 

The  north  side  of  the  country  bordering  upon  this  lake,  is  not  so 
pleasant  in  most  places  as  the  soutli,  cast,  and  west;  but  to  make 
amend.s,  it  abounds  with  all  sorts  of  skins  and  furs,  and  hath  these 
great  convenience.s,  that  by  the  river  of  the  Xcpiserini,  there  is  a' 
communication  with  all  the  French  of  Canada,  and  many  nations  bor- 
dering thereupon  ; for  ascending  this  river,  you  enter  into  a large  lake 
of  the  same  name,  which  is  made  by  divers  small,  and  one  kirge 
river  coming  fiir  from  the  north-west.  Xear  this  lake  ]-)as.ses  the 
great  river  of  the  Outouacks  (Ottoes),  once  a great  nation,  but  now 
almost  extirpated  by  the  aforesaid  Trocois,  which,  after  a coume  of  one 
hundred  leagues,  brings  you  to  the  Island  and  city  of  Montreal,  the 
next  for  bigness  and  strength  to  Quebec,  the  capital  of  Canada,  and 
there  joins  with  the  great  I'iver  of  St.  Lawrence;  from  the  jmicturc 
of  tlie.se  two  rivers  to  Quebec  is  sixty  leagues.  Botli  sides  of  tlic 
river  are  inhabited  all  tbc  way  in  plantations  very  little  remote  from 
eacli  other;  ]>c.sides  two  or  tlirce  small  towns  and  fortifications.  Such 
another  communication  there  is,  thougli  mucli  more  easy,  of  which  I 
shall  discourse  at  large  vdien  I come  to  describe  the  lovely  peninsula 
of  Erie, 

Towa.rds  the  lower  end  of  the  south-west  continent  is  tlie  large  and 
hiir  hay  of  Sakinam,  which  is  about  fifty  miles  deep  and  eighteen 
wide,  and  in  the  middle  of  the  opening  are  two  isles,  very  advan- 
.tageou.'^l}'  situated  for  sludtei-iiig  boats  or  other  vessels  that  happen  to 
be  .surprised  with  a storm,  there  being  no  other  luirhor  vithin  divers 
leagues.  Into  the  bottom  of  this  bay  empties  itself,  after  a cour.se  of 
sixty  le:igucs,  a veiy  still,  quiet  stream,  excepting  throe  .<^mall  falls, 
pas.sed  easi!}'  and  witliout  the  least  danger.  On  this  i'iver,  and  the 
branches  tln  reof,  is  one  of  the  greatest  beaver-huntings  in  America. 
Twenty  leagues  from  this  bay  to  the  south-east,  this  lake,  which  is 
above  ft'ur  hundred  leagues  in  circumfereneo,  emjitics  it.^elf  into  the 
Lake  Frie.  l>y  a channel  winch  1 .shall  describe,  when  1 h;iV('  given  an 
account  e'f  the  lake  of  llie  Jlliuouecks,  which  to  the  west  of  Ka- 
regiuindl,  and  communicales  thei'cwitl),  towards  the  X.  A\'.  end,  by  a 
strait,  nine  or  ten  miles  huig  and  three  <^r  four  broad.  I'he  breadtli 
of  it  on  tile  iiorlh  coast  is  forty  leagiu'S,  but  it  increases  gradually  in 
br('adt!i  till  you  come  to  the  bottom  of  the  b:\y.  il'hc  imj-th  side 
in  the  latitude  of  iiHlv-."iY  ami  thirty  minutes;  the  south  in  almosl 
forty-thj'ce  deirrecs.  j'oj'ty  leagues  I'rom  the  eiitranee  due  >\esi,  it. 
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makes  the  great  hay  of  the  Pouloiiataniis,  a nation  'who  inhabit  a 
large  country  upon  and  to  the  .‘^outh  of  this  bay,  which  is  eight 
leagues  broad,  and  thirty  leagues  dccji,  south  and  by  west,  the  entrance 
being  full  of  islands.  And  into  the  bottom  comes  the  fair  Kiver  Mis- 
coua(|ui,  after  a course  of  two  liundied  miles.  This  river  is  remark- 
able upon  divers  accounts;  first,  wluui  you  arc  ascended  it  fift}’- leagues, 
there  is  a carriage  of  a little  above  a league  and  a half;  afterwards 
3'ou  meet  with  the  lovely  Itivcr  Me.-'Cf>nsing,  which  carries  j’ou  down 
into  the  Me-schacebe,  as  I before  declared.  Next  upon  this  river,  es- 
pecially near  the  carri-agc,  is  a country  famous  for  beaver-hunting  like 
that  of  Sakinani.  You  mu.'4  know  tliat  most  parts  of  North  America 
have  beavers;  you  shall  scarce  meet  with  a lake  where  there  are  not 
some  of  their  dams  and  huts.  . J.lut  these  two  places  I have  mention- 
ed, and  others  I shall  .sjjcak  of  hereafter,  are  countries  fortj'  or  fifty 
miles  long,  abounding  with  small  rivers  and  rivulets,  wherewith  they 
make  their  dams  or  eauscovay.s;  and  eouscc|uentl}^  small  lakes,  seated 
opporiiiiielj'  for  wood  to  build,  and  produces  plentifully  such  pdants 
and  young  t]-ecs,  upon  which  they  mostly  subsist.  This  is  chiefl}^ 
possessed  by  the  industrious  and  valiant  nation  of  the  Outogamis. 
ThirdA,  this  river  and  others  entering  thereinto  abound  in  that  corn 
called  malomin,  which  grovrs  in  the  water  and  marsh}^  wet  places,  as 
rice  in  the  Indies,  Turkey,  and  ('arollna,  Ac.  Jhit  much  more  like 
our  oats,  only  longer,  bigger  and  better,  tlian  either  that,  or  Indian 
corn,  and  is  the  chief  food  of  many  nations  hereabouts  and  elsewhere. 
The  nations  wlio  dv/ell  on  this  river  are  Outogamis,  Malominis, 
Nikic,  Oualeanieou,  S;u‘ky,  and  the  routouatainis  before  mentioned. 

On  the  cast  side  of  tliis  lake,  abcnit  twenty  leagues  from  the  strait 
by  which  it  enters  Karegnondi,  is  a bay  called  Dear  Bay,  and  a river 
of  the  same  name,  because  of  groat  mnnlx'vs  of  those  animals  who 
haunt  those  })arts.  I'liis  idver  eomos  out  of  a ridge  of  hills  near  a 
hundred  leagues  hmg,  beginning  alnio.st  at  the  north  end  of  this 
peninsida,  out  of  vdiich  fiow  abundance  of  .small  rivei'S  ; those  whoso 
course  is  to  the  east  empty  tlicmsclves  into  the  lake  Karegnondi 
(lliifon),  those  to  the  we<t  into  lliat  of  (he  Alinonecks.  The 
top  of  this  ridge  of  hills  is  ll.it,  fnnn  whence  there  is  a delicious  pros- 
}H‘ct  into  both  la.Iics,  and  level  as  a (aras-o  v.'alk.  Tliej’e  is  a LU’Cat 
boaver-hunting.  lil:c  Iho-c  1 Iminorly  nu-ntinned,  upion  Boar  Biver, 
v.hirli  hath  a coiii.-e  of  IVtrty  or  lit'ty  leip.ruos.  On  ilic  west  side  of 
the  lake,  ladnre  you  come  to  the  hot  tom,  i.s  a-  harhor  capable  of  small 
shijes;  and  there  enters  into  it  ;i  small  riv('r,  which  at  two  lea.guos 
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distance  approaches  the  Kiver  Chicagou,  the  north  branch  of  tlie  river 
of  the  Ailinouechs,  v’lnch  is  from  the  main  branch  of  the  said  river 
fift}^  miles.  Near  the  bottom  of  tlie  bay,  on  the  east  side,  is  the  fair 
river  of  the  Miamihas  (so  called  because  upon  it  lives  part  of  a nation 
bearing  the  same  name),  which  in  ils  passage  comes  wi<hin  two  leagues 
of  the  great  easterly  branch  of  the  river  of  the  Allinoueehs,  and  its 
springs  arc  very  near  the  heads  of  some  rivers  which  enter  the  Oua-- 
bachi.  IMonsieur  dc  la  Salle  on  his  first  arrival  in  tins  river,  which 
was  about  the  year  1G79,  finding  it  admirably  well  situated  for  trade, 
and  tlie  country  surrounding  it  extremely  pleasant  and  fertile,  artfully 
gained  the  permission  of  the  natives  to  build  a fort  therein,  under  the 
specious  pretence  of  protecting  tliem  from  tlie  insults  of  the  English 
and  Irocois,  vrhom  he  represented  as  cruel  and  treacherous  enemies, 
continually  plotting  tlie  destruction  of  them  and  all  the  Indians 
round  about.  In  tliis  fort  was  formerly  a great  magazine  and  store- 
house for  all  sorts  of  European  goods,  and  hither  the  traders  and  sa- 
vages continually  resorted  to  purchase  them.  It  commanded  tlie 
entrance  into  the  lake,  and  kept  all  the  neighboring  Indians  in  awe 
and  subjection.  Nations  to  the  veest  of  this  lake,  besides  the  before- 
mentioned,  are  part  of  the  Outogamis,  Mascontens  and  Kikpouz; 
then  the  Ainoves,  the  Cascaschia,  and  a little  to  the  south-west  of  the 
bottom  of  this  lake,  and  more  to  tlie  north,  the  Antliontans,  and  part 
of  the  i\Iascoutens,  near  the  river  iMiscou.sing  ("W’isconsin).  The 
countries  siirrouiKliog  this  lake,  especially  towards  the  soutli,  are  very 
charming  to  the  eye,  the  meadows,  fruit  trees  and  forests,  togctlier 
witli  tlie  fowls,  wild  beasts,  Nc.,  affording  most  things  necessary  for 
the  support  and  comfort  of  life,  besides  Indian  corn,  with  which  tlie 
natives  abound;  and  European  fruits,  grains,  and  all  other  useful 
vegetables,  by  reason  of  the  goodness  of  the  soil,  and  mildness  of  the 
climate,  would  certainly  thrive  there,  as  well  as  in  tlieir  native 
countries.  }>ut,  above  all,  the  south  parts  of  the  countries  bordering 
on  tliis  lake  seem  naturally  disposed  to  produce  admirabh’ vines,  whieli 
being  duly  cultivated,  excellent  wines  might  be  made  of  tlie  fruits 
thereof,  they  growing  naturally  in  vast  numbers  of  divers  sorts,  .some 
ramj'ing  up  to  the  to|>s  of  the  highest  trees;  others  running  u]ioii 
tlie  ground.  Idie  grapes  are  some  very  small,  others  wonderfully 
large,  Ing  as  damsons,  and  many  of  a middle  size,  of  divers  colors  and 
tastes.  They  are  all  good  to  eat,  only  some,  whieli  otherwise  ]iromi>e 
very  well,  have  gri'at  stones  or  kernels  and  tniigh  skins,  wli'eh  eeitain- 
)y  would  be  ]‘emeda;d  )iy  duo  culture,  .liut  c>f  tlie  worst,  douEtle^s, 
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good  bmndy  might  be  made,  ^Yerc  there  artists  and  convenient  vessels 
for  pressing,  fermenting  and  distilling. 

There  ramble  about  in  great  herds,  especially  about  the  bottom  of 
this  lake,  infinite  quantities  pf  vild  kiue,  some  hundreds  usually 
together,  vhicli  is  a great  part  of  the  subsistence  of  the  savages,  who 
live  upon  them  while  the  season  of  hunting  lasts;  for  at  those  times 
they  leave  their  towns  quite  empty.  They  have  a way  of  preserving 
their  flesh  without  salt  six  or  eigdit  months,  wdiich  both  looks  and 
eats  so  fresh,  strangers  appreliciul  the  cattle  had  not  been  killed  one 
week.  Besides,  the)’  use  the  hair,  or  rather  w'ool,  cut  o5’  their  hides, 
for  garments  raid  beds,  and  spin  it  into  yarn,  of  which  they  make 
great  bags,  wherein  they  jnit  the  flesh  they  kill,  after  they  have  cured 
it,  to  bring  it  homo_  to  their  hoiises;  for  their  huntings  are  from  the 
latter  end  of  autumn,  when  the  cattle  are  flit,  tp  the  beginning  of  the 
.spring;  and  of  the  hides  dressed  tliey  make  shoes  d la  savage. 

But  it's  time  we  should  return  to  the  Lake  Karegnoiidi  (Huron), 
which  empties  itself  into  the  i.ako  Erie,  by  a channel  thirty  leagues 
long,  and  w'herc  narrowest  a league  broad  ; in  the  middle  wdicreof  is 
a small  lake,  called  by  the  Indians  Otseka,  ten  leagues  long,  and  seven 
or  eight  over,  being  of  an  oval  figure.  In  this  lake  and  channel  are 
divers  small  islands,  exceedingly  jileasant  and  fruitful,  in  which,  and 
all  the  country,  on  both  sides  of  them,  are  great  quantities  of  beasts 
and  fowl,  as  deer  of  several  kinds,  wild  turkeys,  pheasants,  and  a 
large  excellent  fowl,  which  tliey  call  dindo’s.  The  Lake  Erie  is 
about  a luvndred  leagues  long,  and  almost  equally  forty  broad.  Eight 
leagues  from  its  mouth  are  eight  or  ten  islands,  most  of  them  small; 
one  in  the  middle  is  five  or  six  miles  in  circumference,  and  all  very 
agreeable.  Near  the  mouth  on  the  west  side  is  a large  harbor  for 
ships,  defended  from  most  winds,  made  like  our  downs  by  a great 
bank  of  sand;  though  winds  seldom  infe>t  this  lake,  in  respect  of  the 
others,  wlicre  sometimes  they  mge  as  in  tlio  main  ocean,  so  that  it 
may  be'  de-scrvedly  calh'd  (he  Bacitic  laike.  And  if  wc  may  give 
credit  to  the  relaiion  of  (he  Englj^h  who  liave  long  frequented  it,  and 
unanimously  agree  herein,  there  is  not  a more  jdeasant  lake  or  conn- 
try  surrounding  it  in  tlic  universe.  It  is  not  indeed  so  deep  as  the 
others,  yet  is  in  all  jdaees  iiavig-ibl(!  ly  the  greatest  ships,  there  beiim 
.w-llom  le.'S  than  ten  or  twelve  fa.tliom  water,  ii'lie  haul  round  about 
it  i.-'  ] 'ell' ’(.'.(])■  le\e],  abounding  with  troo.s,  luUh  lor  timber  and  fruit; 
sti  hap}iilv  jdae-ed  tluit  one  would  be  a]'t  to  a}>]ireluud  it  to  be  a ^vor]: 
of  gn.'at  art,  siiul  cnulrived  t()  doidare  the  grandeur  and  maguiliceuee 
of  some  mighty  emj'eror,  and  nut  of  nature.  Ahmidancc  of  small 
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petty  rivers  discharge  tlieinselvcs  thereinto,  amongst  vdiich  are  four 
very  considerable  and  remarkable.  One  about  ten  leagues  from  the 
entrance  of  the  canal,  in  the  bottom  of  the  vest  end  of  the  lake,  that 
hath  a course  of  sixty  leagues,  and  its  head  very  near  the  river  of  the 
Miamihas,  Asdiich  runs  into  the  S.  E.  side  of  llio  Lake  of  the  Illi- 
noueck'^,  by  means  vhercof  there  is  a short  and  easy  commimicatioB 
therewith,  whiclaby  water  is  above  six  hundred  miles. 

Fifty  miles  further  to  the  soutli,  at  the  same  wcbi  end  of  this  lake, 
is  anotlier  river  much  of  the  same  bigness  and  length;  and  about  and 
between  tliese  two  rivers,  every  year  in  the  season,  arc  imdtitiulcs  of 
the  wild  kino  called  Cibolas. 

At  the  S.  E.  end  of  the  lake  there  is  a third  river,  which  lias  its 
rise  vciy  near  the  great  Susc|uehunna  river,  vrliich  waters  part  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  afterwards  empties  itself  into  the  north  end  of  the 
Pay  of  Chc.sapeake  in  3Iaryland.  And  tvventy  leagues  south- vresterly 
is  another  fair  river  which  comes  near  fifty  leagues  out  of  the  country  ; 
from  vrhose  head,  which  issues  from  a lake,  is  but  a short  cut  to  the 
Paver  Oljio,  from  whence  to’  a branch  of  the  aforesaid  Suscjudianna 
Pdver  is  about  one  league. 

■ By  these  two  last-mentioned  rivers,  the  English  may  haam  a ready 
and  easy  communication  with  this  and  consequently  with  all  the  other- 
lakes.  .If  tlie  French  should  over  settle  thereon,  which  for  above 
twenty  years  tliey  have  endeavored,  but  have  been,  in  great  mca.sure, 
wonderl’ull}’  frustrated  by  the  Iroeois,  our  subjects  or  allies,  they 
might  greatly  molest,  by  tbcmselves  and  their  Indians,  the  colonics  of 
New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Ylarykind  and  Virginia;  which,  1 liopc,  1)v 
the  wisdom  ami  care  of  his  majesty  and  ini.uistiy,  will  be  speeddy 
prevented. 

At  tiic  nortli-cast  end  of  this  lake  is  anotber  canal  forty  miles  long, 
and  in  most  jiaces  a league  broad,  called  ly  the  natives  Xiagava, 
liaving  a delicate,  level,  beautiful,  fertile  country  on  each  side  of  it; 
but  being  {Kussed  about  two-thirds  of  tlic  way,  ii  is  straitened  by 
mighty  rocks,  and  precipitates  itself  several  luindiv.d  feet,  'oeing  tlie 
greatest  eataraet-  that  lialli  ev('r  yet  cotne  to  our  laiowladge,  iu.tlie 
whole  world.  This  lying  wltliin  live  or  six  days’  journey  ol’  Albany 
and  Sclumoctvda  (two  remarkablo  towns  an<]  forlificaticiiis  of  New 
Fork),  and  adijacent  unto  ourcoiifedieiates or  sid  jects  the  Five  Nations, 
(by  tlu;  Jaciicb  c;dled  Iroeois),  osjx'cially  the  kunnontovans  (^tiy  some 
named  Senecas),  the  ]nn>i.  populous  of  the  live,  f liave  reeeivod  an  a<  ■ 
count  from  divers  persmjs,  who  have  with  gretit  attentioii  and  curi- 
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osity  vIe>Ycd  it,  suiting  very  well  with  the  description  Hennepin  gives 
thereof,  who  had  been  there  several  times.  The  noise  of  such  a mul- 
titude of  waters  falling  from  so  great  a height  is  so  extraordinary, 
(hat  although  the  country  is  very  pleasant,  level,  and  fruitful  below 
the  fall,  yet  the  Sonnontovans  were  not  able  to  bear  it,  but  were 
forced  to  remove,  and  settle  two  leagues  lower.  I have  had  it  from 
very  credible  people  that,  when  the  v'ind  sets  due  south,  they  have 
heard  it  distinctly  above  thirty  miles.  The  river,  as  may  he  easily 
imagined,  below  this  cataract,  is  very  rapid  for  the  space  of  three  or 
four  miles;  then  for  six.  or  eight  is  more  placid  and  navigable,  until  it 
enters  tlic  Lake  Ontario,  Avhicli  is  eighty  leagues  long,  and  in  the  middle 
twenty-five  or  thirt}-  broad,  being  of  an  oval  figure.  The  name  of 
this  lake  in  the  Iroeois  language,  that  nation  bordering  upon  it  to 
the  soiitli,  signifies  the  pleasant  or  beautiful  lake,  as  it  may  be  deserv- 
edly styled  ; the  country  round  it  being  very  champaign,  fertile,  and 
every  two  or  three  miles  watered  with  fine  rivulets.  It  lias  on  the 
south  side  throe  fair  rivers;  that  next  tlie  fall  coming  out  of  the 
country  of  the  Sonnonlovans,  the  middle  one  from  the  Onontagos,  and 
its  origin  from  a lake  vrithiii  a league  of  tlieir  capital  town,  Onontague, 
made  up  Avitli  many  little  rivers  and  livulcts,  being  forty  miles  in 
cireuiiiference,  abounding  with  fish  of  divers  sorts  ivitli  some  salt- 
springs  entering  into  it.  After  the  river  hatli  passed  a mile  from  the 
lake,  it  receives  another  coming  from  the  west,  out  of  tlie  province  of 
the  Onioiens  or  Oiongoiicns,  Avho  are  neighbors  of  the  Sonnontoimns, 
in  whose  country  tlie  head  of  this  river  springs.  About  ten  miles 
lower  it  is  increased  by  a fair  deep  river,  wliicli  comes  from  the  east, 
out  of  the  country  of  the  Oneionks  (thicidas),  one  of  the  five  nations, 
situated  between  the  Onontages  (Onondagas)  and  the  Mohachs  (Mo- 
hawks), who  dwell  in  three  tcuvns  on  a fair  river,  which  runs,  after  a 
course  of  one  luindred  miles,  into  llnd.-^ou’s  Liver  near  Albany.  The 
river  of  the  Ononiagues  enters  the  J/ake  Ontario  fifty  miles  from  the 
little  lake  v.leanee  it  derives  its  origin. 

Twenty  leagues  to  the  east  is  ancther  river,  somewhat  less,  but 
navigable  by  .sloops  and  large  boats  a considerable  wa}'  into  the 
country. 

About  the  same  distance,  li’towise  to  the  east,  the  lake  forms  a 
great  river,  which  the  Inviieh  call  the  liver  of  the  Ireeois,  but  tlie 
nativ(.s  Ixe.nadari,  whieh  fur  the  sjiaee  of  .'ixty  miles  is  very  broad, 
full  of  line  islands,  and  runs  (piielly  ; then  is  interrupted  in  its 
eour."e  by  divers  lall.s  successively,  .s'uine  veiy  de(.']>  and  long,  for  above 
a hundred  mile-;,  until  it  meets  with  the  great  river  of  llie  Ouiouacks 
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at  tlie  oud  of  the  island  and  city  of  IMontrcal,  and  together  with  that 
makes  the  river  of  Canada  or  St.  Lawrence,  so  named  by  the  F]-eiich 
because  discovered  on  tlic  day  dedicated  to  his  memorial. 

The  nortli  joart  of  the  Lake  Ontario  was  formerly  possessed  by  two 
tribes  of  the  Irocoi.?,  who  were,  in  time  of  perfect  peace,  without  the 
least  provocation,  but  only  to  got  their  country  destroyed,  enslaved, 
or  sent  to  I'h-ance,  and  put  into  the  galleys;  of  which  you  may  read 
at  large  in  the  journals  of  the  Ihiron  la  ITontan,  an  impartial  and 
judicious  author,  v/ho  saw  and  relates  that  tragedy  with  much  indigna- 
tion. 

The  nation  of  the  Irocois,  as  tliey  arc  called  by  the  French,  for 
what  reason  I could  never  learn,  who  inhabit  the  south  part  of  the 
country,  are  styled  by  the  English  the  Five  Kations,  being  so  many 
distinct  in  name  and  habitations  from  each  other;  but  leagued  by  a 
mo.5t  strict  confederacy,  like  the  Cantons  of  Switzerland,  which  they 
frequently  in  a very  solemn  manner  renew,  especially  since  the  French 
grew  powerful  in  their  neighborhood.  They  liave  always  been  an 
excellent  and  useful  barrier  between  us  and  them,  being  ready,  on  all 
occasions,  upon  the  most  slender  invit;itions  and  the  least  assistance, 
to  molest  and  invade  them,  unto  wdiom  they  are  the  most  irreconcilable 
enemies,  and  1 thiiik  upon  good  grounds;  although  the  French  say 
the  hardest  things  imaginable  against  them ; but  I believe  unto 
any  impartial  judges,  they  will  appear  more  blamcable  themselves. 
The  original  of  this  enmity  proceeded  from  the  French,  who  about 
one  hundred  years  since  settled  at  tlie  place,  now  their  capital,  called 
Qiiebeck.  The  Irocois  knowing  of  the  little  French  habitation  (v.diere 
were  not  above  forty  men),  came  according  to  tlicir  usual  manner, 
being  about  200  of  their  prinic  youth,  under  an  esteemed  captain,  to 
war  against  the  Algonquins,  then  a very  populous  nation;  and  to 
show  their  contempt  of  them,  made  a fort  on  the  south  side  of  the 
river,,  lieforc  iliey  vrho  dwelt  on  tlio  north  side  could  gather  into  a 
body,  their  habitations  or  villages  being  somewhat  remote  from  e.acb 
other.  Lut  having  drawn  their  forces  togethoriu  great  luimhers,  they 
attacked  the  Irocois,  who  always  valiantly  repulsed  them,  witli  gre:it 
losses  to  tiieir  enemies  and  little  unto  themsolves.  AVliereupou  the 
Algonquins  liad  ii'eourse  unto  the  French,  desiring  tlu'y  would  as>i.-t 
ihem  with  i iicn- thunder  and  llghtuing  da.rtiug  ongim’s.  Tiiey  readily 
complied,  and,  did  such  ('Xt'culion  with  their  guns  (which  being  alto- 
g('ther  new  and  very  surprising,  or  miher  astoni'-hing),  that  the  Irocois 
■were  di.seimiiltrd,  nut  above  two  or  llirce  I'seauiui''  to  oivo  an  account, 
tiu'.reof  to  flh  ir  own  countrymen,  vdio  by  tradition  have  propagute^l 
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the  sfory  to  posterity  ; which  imiy,  in  some  measure,  excuse  tlie  irre- 
concilalfle  enmity  this  nation  hath,  conceived  against  the  French, 
hetweeu  wlioni  tliere  have  been  formerly  almost  constant  wars,  accom- 
panied with  various  events — the  ]'’reuch  with  their  allies  endeavor- 
ing to  extirpate  them,  who  have  hilherto  bravely  defended  themselves; 
the  English  for  their  furs  supplying  them  with  ammunition,  and 
during  time,  of  w;\r  with  tlm  French  powerfully  assisting  them.  They 
have  been  a very  useful  barrier,  and  veithout  their  help  New  York, 
and  probably  other  neighboring  provinces,  had  long  since  been  pos- 
sessed by  the  Fi'cnch,  having  been  very  slenderly  aided  from  England. 

The  French  in  all  their  v.’ritings  concerning  Canada  make  many 
tragical  relations  of  and  exclamations  against  the  barbarous  cruelties 
of  this  nation  exercised  upon  them,  and  the  Indians  their  allies;  but 
seldom  tell  us  that  the  veiy^  same  things  are  practiced  by  themselves 
and  their  Indians  against  the  Iroeois,  and  often  during  time  of  peace. 
For  v/hen  the  Iroeois  or  Five  Nations,  as  we  call  them,  were  aban- 
doned b}'  order  of  King  Ciiarlcs  II.  towards  the  latter  end  of  his  reign 
and  during  the  whole  reign  of  King  James,  and  obnoxious  unto  the 
resentments  of  the  French  (the  Jhiglish  being  strictly  forbidden 
any  ways  to  assist  them),  they  Avere  under  a necessity  of  making 
a Very  disadvantageous  peace,  whieli  how  perfidiously  it  was  broken 
may  be  seen  at  large  in  that  faithful  and  judicious  history  of  the 
Baron  la  Hontan.  And  had  it  not  been  for  the  revolution  in  England, 
the  Iroeois  had  been  totally  destroyed  or  sul'jectcd  unto  the  French, 
which,  as  I hinted  before  in  the  })reface,  would  have  been  of  dreadful 
conserp.ience  to  divers  of  our-English  colonies  on  the  continent.  '’Tis 
true,  the  Iroeois  (Irocpiois}  have  extirpated  or  subjected  several  nations 
of  Indians  round  about  them,  hut  it  hatli  hcen  eitlicr  because  they 
were  in  confederacy  vrith  their  enemies,  destroyed  their  country, mur- 
tlered  their  ])Cople,  hindered  them  in  their  bcaver-hnnting  (without 
which  they  could  not  subsist),  or  furnisbcsl  their  enemies  Avilh  furs, 
Avhieli  ocoasioiu'd  tlio  iuereasing  tlic  nnmhcrs  of  the  French  from 
France,  and  consetjuentiy  tliroatcued  tlimn  Avith  utter  ruiu,  Avhen 
Canada  shall  be  iimre  |inpulatnd  tViun  Europe;  so  that  certainly  the 
measures  tho}^  tnko  for  tlieir  uAvn  ]ire-erva(iou  and  security  are  more 
innocent  and  excusalfit;  tlian  tho<e  h;ivo  been  by  the  French,  forty 
years  his(.  past,  exei-'i-oil  in  IbuYiiie.  Avhose  Avars  have,  according  to  a 
m')'fi'.-t  eah-ulaiiou,  occa-'-ioned  the  J at'n  of  above  two  millions  of  their 
OAvn  country  pwoplo,  and  oilier  Furope:m<,  and  most  unjustly  invaded 
or  grievuiHly  opp;es>ad  ilu'ir  mlglibors;  rlesiro.  (if  iiuTcasing  their 
vvca.bli,  enlarging  (Iwlr  teri'itories,  or  advancing  llic  glory  of  their 
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iri’eat  moriarch  bciii"  the  chief  causes,  thoiu;;h  some  othcT  slender  and 
easily  confuted  pretences  have  sometimes  been  alleged. 

Hut  to  return  unto  the  Irneois,  vhom  wo  call  subjects  of  the  crown 
of  England,  they  onh’  st3'le  themselves  bretlircn,  fi'iends,  allies,  being 
a people  higld}'  tenacious  of  tlieir  libert}',  and  very  impatient  of  the 
least  encroachments  thereon.  These  five  cantons  or  nations  have  sold, 
given,  and,  in  a very  formal  public  manner,  mad.e  over  and  conveyed 
,to  the  English  divers  large  countries  compaered  from  the  Jndians, 
upon  the  south  side  of  tlie  great  lakes,  as  far  as  the  liieschacebe,  and 
the  ncble,  beautiful,  fertile  peninsula  situated  between  the  three  mid- 
dle lakes,  that  of  Ilurons  to  the  veest,  Ontario  to  the  cast,  and  Erie 
to  tlie  south;  a country  almost  as  large  as  England,  witliout  'Whiles, 
admirably  seated  for  traffick,  pleasant,  healthful  and  fertile  as  any 
part  of  North  America;  and  the  territory  to  the  south  is  of  the  same 
nature,  and  confines  with  tlie  borders  of  our  province  of  Can'lana, 
which  extends  to  all  the  north  side  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

It  will  be  one  groat  conveniently  of  this  country,  if  ever  it  comes 
to  be  settled,  tliat  there  is  an  easy  communication  thercvcith  and 
the  South  Sea,  vrhich  lies  between  America  and  China,  and  that  two 
ways — by  the  north  branch  of  the  great  Yellow  lliver,  by  the  natives 
called  the  Eiver  of  the  Massoritos  (Missouri),  wliich  hath  a course 
of  500  miles,  navigahle  to  its  heads  or  springs,  and  which  pi'occeds 
from  a ridge  of  hills  somewhat  north  of  New  IMexico,  passable  by 
horse,  foot,  or  wagon  in  less  than  half  a daj*.  On  the  other  side  are 
rivers  which  run  into  a great  lake,  that  empties  itself  l\y  another 
great  navigaldc  river  into  the  South  Sea.*  I'lie  same  may  be  said  of 
the  river  dle-eliaonay,  up  which  our  people  have  been,  but  not  so  far 
as  the  Earon  le  llontan,  vrho  jiassed  on  it  above  300  miles  almost 
due  west,  and  declares  it  comes  from  the  same  ridge  of  lulls  above 
mentioned;  and  that  divers  rivers  from  the  olbcr  side  soon  make  a 
large  river,  vhicli  enters  into  a vast  lake,  on  which  inhaljit  two  or 
tliree  great  nations,  mncli  more  populous  and  civilized  than  other 
Indians;  and  out  of  that  lake  a great  river  disembogues  info  tlie  Snuth 
Sea,  which  i<  doubtless  the  same  with  tliat  bebu'o  mentioiud,  the 
liearls  nf  the  two  rivers  being  little  distant  from  each  other. 

A.bnut  tvo'lve  or  fouiieeu  years  since,  I liad  iiujiarted  unto  me  a 
journal  from  a gentleman  admirably  well  skilled  in  geography,  who 

* 'J'l.c  I.rwis  Yi-lluu-  Sione  ifiver.s  heiu'  tn-iulior  within  sonic  mites  of 
each  ot!>ef,  ro'l  liou'cvcr  not  I'rC'Voa  lor  more  llitm  a ccutiuy  tii'tcr  llii-  ;ic  \i  m.: 
was  Wl  itleil. 


•< 

I 

I. 


‘254 


inSTOniOAL  COLLKCTIONS  OF  LOUISIANA. 


liad  made  divers  voyages  from  England  to  all  our  English  planta- 
tions ill  America,  and  visited  most  parts  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  vrhcro 
he  hecanic  acquainted  with  one  Captain  Coxton,  a famous  privateer, 
who  was  towards  the  latter  end  of  tiie  reign  of  King  Charles  II.  enter- 
tained in  his  majesly’s  service.  Eut  whether  he  was  disobliged,  or 
that  his  genius  proiiiptcd  liim  to  follow  his  old  trade,  having  v.dth  bis 
co-partners  hltcd  uji  a sliip  of  tveenly-six  guns,  be  sailed  to  the  South 
Sea,  with  a design  to  take  the  ship  wliicli  comes  annually  from  the 
Manillias,  or  rhilijq-hne  Islands,  in  the  East  Indies,  to  Acapulco,  the 
chief  port  of  IMexieo;  whieli  sliip,  as  lie  liad  been  vrell  informed, 
usually  made  that  part  of  the  continent  that  lies  between  Japan  and 
America,  at  a famous  port  in  forty-two  degrees.  But  when  he  came 
to  the  Lead  of  the  Islands  or  lEninsula  of  California  (it  being  too 
soon  by  some  monllisfor  the  pulling  in  execution  his  intended  design), 
i'omaging  the  coast,  he  di.seovercd  a great  river  in  about  forty-four 
degrees  north  latitude,  which  entered  a great  lake,  near  the  mouth 
whereof  he  found  a very  convcnieiit  island,  wdicre  he  staid  two  or  tlirce 
months  to  refit  himself,  hapf.ening  to  have  a man  on  hoard  wdio  under- 
stood the  language  of  the  country.  U'he  natives  finding  he  was 
engaged  in  an  expedition  against  tlic  Spaniards,  treated  him  very 
kindly,  supjilied  liim  very  cheerfully  with  whatsoever  he  w'anted,  and 
he  contracted  great  friendship  with  llicin.  He  calls  them  the  nation 
of  Tboya.  The  Spaniards,  as  I lind  in  divers  of  their  expeditions, 
call  at  Thoyago,  sometimes  Tej:igo.  They  are  often  at  w'ar  with 
the  Spaniards,  who  liave  been  always  repulsed  by  them.  They  bring 
thirty  or  forty  tlionsand  men  in  one  body  into  the  held.  These  and 
twm  other  nations  neighboring,  and  imt  much  inferior  unto  them,  arc 
accounted  the  most  sensible  and  civilized  Indians  in  America. 

lien  the  season  came  hi  loi'  (ht  ir  expedition,  they  sailed  west  and 
by  south,  and  ha|>pcncd  to  slop  u]m)H  some  occasion  at  an  island  called 
Earinda  or  Cmiuda;  there  were  live  in  all  near  each  other,  like  the 
Canary  Islands,  hut  lay  roun.h  r,  and  were  one  with  anotlier  about 
hfty  or  sixty  niilos  in  comj.ass.  The  inhabitants  were  not  shy  of 
tlicni,  ljut  su]i]'lii,;d  tluin  with  provisions^  an.l  hronghi  them  gold  to 
barter  for  sm-l!  commodities  of  ours  :is  they  lik'e.l,  and  in  three  or 
four  days  th..'y  puiehascd  eighty-six  ]iOunils  weight  of  (hat  metal.  Tlie 
natives  told  th.jm  tiwy  were  Sony  tliey  lui'l  no  mure,  they  lakinu'  care 
to  provide  only  against  a cenain  lime  of  the  vrar,  for  persons  who 
came  Irom  fhv.-  smi-.setring  at  a jtai'tieular  season,  and  bartered  dl^el•s 
coinuioditiu^>  wjtii  tiu.nu  for  gold.  These  liauh  rs  or  merchants  must 
certainly  be  iniiabitaiits  of  Japan,  wbicli  I gather  from  a largo  relation 


coxe’s  (Louisiana)  carolana.  255 

in  the  histoiy  of  that  island,  published  hy  the  Dutch,  and  translated 
into  our  tongue,  and  njakes  the  sixth  voliiine  of  Oglebj’s  Collections. 
They  therein  declare  that  they  sent  from  Batavia  two  ships  (as  they 
pretended),  to  discover  a passage  from  the  nortii-cast  part  of  Japan, 
round  Tartary  to  Europe;  though  it  is  veiy  probable  they  had  other 
Yie^YS.  These  ships  were  separated  a liftle  east  of  Japan  by  a storm; 
the  Castriloine  proceeded,  arid  four)d  the  strait  entering  into  the 
Gulf  of  Tartary  or  Jesso,  and  searched  the  coast  on  the  ^Yest  side 
to  forty-nine  degrees ; the  other  ship,  the  Blefkins,  having  suffered 
much  hy  tire  storm,  put  into  the  port  of  Namboe,  near  the  X.  E.  end 
of  Japan,  not  dembting  they  should  be  kindly  received,  being  in 
league,  and  having  a free  trade  with  that  empire;  but  while  they 
Yverc  refitting,  they  were  unexpectedly  surprised  by  the  Ju])anese, 
sent  to  court,  and  very  strictly  examined,  whither  they  liad  not 
been  at,  or  'went  not  to  discover  the  Gold  Islands  (as  they  called 
them),  to  the  cast,  of  which  traffick  the  emperor  is  so  jealous  that  it 
is  capital  for  any  to  go  thither  except  by  his  permission,  or  to  declare 
to  others  the  distance  and  situation  thereof ; and  had  not  the  Dutch 
given  imcontrollable  evidence  that  they  had  not  been,  nor  were  they 
going  thither,  hut  only  upon  the  forementioned  discovery,  they  had 
been  all  executed. 

There  are  upon  the  coast  between  America  and  Japan  divers  very 
large  and  safe  harbors,  and  a very  good  climate,  tlie  coast  stretching 
south-west,  mostly  from  forty  to  degrees  of  north  latitude. 

These  seas  abound  with  fish,  and  the  land  with  fowl  and  venison. 
The  inhabitants  are  sociable  and  hospitable.  I have  a draught  and 
journals  of  all  the  coast  from  America,  with  those  of  divers  harbors, 
until  you  are  within  about  one  hundred  leagues  of  the  Strait  of  Uries, 
which  the  Dutch  di.scovercd  about  sixty  or  seventy  years  since,  and 
which  is  the  entmnee  of  tlie  sea  or  gulf  of  Tartary,  lying  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  leagues  north-cast  from  Xainboe,  the  most  northerly 
liaven  and  jiromontory  of  Japan,  This  strait,  or  rather  tlieso  straits 
(there  being  two  made  by  a long  island),  are  the  inlets  into  a great 
sea  or  hay,  into  wliich  disembogues  a vast  river,  on  the  west  siile  of 
it,  between  forty-nine  and  fifty  degrees  of  north  latitude,  navigahlo 
many  hmulivd  miles  hy  tlie  biggest,  sliips,  and  i.^  made  by  the  confiux 
of  divers  great  river,--.,  some  of  whieli  come  from  tlic  south-west,  as 
Cliingola,  ililum,  Ola,  Suiigoro,  ami  their  fountains,  m-au- the  great 
wall  of  China,  and  run  through  the  dominioiis  of  the  Eastern  Tari:ir.>, 
who  arc  now  mastiM-s  of  China.  Otiior  rivers  from  the  nor(h-wx>t, 
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proceed  from  tlie  tcrritorios  cd'  tlic  Czar  of  Muscovy,  vino  Ijadli  Luilt 
divers  large  and  well  fortified  cities  on  the  main  river  of  Yaiiunar,  and 
several  of  its  bram-hes,  as;  Xegovim,  Nepcljou,  Albazin,  Argun,  Xert- 
zinskoy,  ka.  , 

This  river  of  Yamour  or  Amura  hath  a course  from  its  furthest 
fountains  above  twelve  Imndred  miles,  without  any  interruption  I'y 
cataracts,  so  frequent  in  all  the  other  great  rivers  in  niuscovy,  as  the 
Oby,  Jenissfg  or  deiii"ea,  Xc.  Ey  this  river  yon  ma.y  trade  with  the 
inhabitants  of  Jedso  for  furs,  who  liave  great  store,  and  those  very 
rich.  Tlicy  inluihit  all  tlic  coast  on  both  sides  of  the  mouth  of  the 
river,  ami  a coU'idm-ald.e  way  np  it.  You  may  likewise  trafhek  vrith  the 
Muscovites  f"V  the  same  commodities,  who  sell  them  there  for  a fourtli 
pLU't  of  wb:i!  tiioy  yield  in  Idiiscow  or  Arclurngol ; these  parts  being 
above  four  t];uusand  jiiilos  alujost  due  east  from  f'Juscow,  their  capital 
cit\g  a most  prodigious,  tedious  and  difficult  journey,  as  aj-pears  by 
divers  large,  and  accurate  journals,  which  have  been  many  years  piili- 
iished  iu  jninl.  And  by  means  of  the  rivers  vihich  come  from  the 
soiith-v.'c^t,  you  may  corrospond  vrith  the  Eastern  Tartars,  Chinese, 
and  tlic  great  l ich  kingdom  of  Tangutli,  all  no  w united  under  one 
and  the  same  emperor,  being  very  civilized  nations,  and  kind  to 
stranger.'.  To  say  nothing  of  tlie  great  and  rich  peninsula  of  Corea, 
which  i,s  contiguous  to  one  or  two  branches  of  this  river,  was  once  a 
province  of  (.'liiun,  lialh  the  same  manners  and  langimge,  and  is  now 
tributary  to  the  present  emp'U-or.  This  river  and  its  branches  are  in 
a good  clime,  ii  never  va lying  above  two  or  three  degrees  from  a due 
easterly  course.  Three  or  more  ships  may  he  sent  eveiy  _year,  vdio 
may  pan  at  liie  straits  of  the  Tartarian  gulf  or  sea;  one  for  Ycdzo 
and  the  river  ; another  fur  da’ian;  and  a third  for  North  Cliina  to  the 
great  city  Tuux'),  tlie  port  of  iVldn,  the  capital  of  that  kingdom,  from 
which  it  j.s  not  above  one  da}  ’.-;  journey  by  land  or  water.  And  there 
is-  not  a better  c .>mmodify,  or  of  which  more  profit  may  bo  made, 
than  of  the,  furs,  whidi  are  ."O  easily  procured,  ami  ,so  soon  brought 
into  that  imp  erial  city,  wluua',  in  tlic  court  and  amongst  tlie  grandees, 
there  is  a prodigious  coU'Um]i! ion  of  them,  and  most  extravagant 
prices  given  for  (iiem,  especially  tlioso  of  the  heticr  sort,  though 
even  the  meamnt  come  ti..'  an  exl'raordinaiy  good  market. 

d’hus,  alter  a therough  .'Caieh  ami  di.sceveiy  both  b}'  se:i  and  land, 
Inivo  I giv.'ii  tile  iv.ader  a te]iogra}. Ideal  description  of  a c^umtiy,  tlie 
timely  pc,"' s.-iun  and  due  imjircvemeiit  whci\aff  by  the  Ihigli.'h  ma\ 
be  im»re  ben-. hmal  to  them  than  all  (he  other  cdonies  they  are  at 
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proscDt  possessed  of;  besides  that  tlicy  ^vill  thereby  secure  forever  all 
the  rest  of  our  plantations  upon  the  continent  of  America^  which  if 
this  country  be  by  them  neglected,  and  suffered  to  remain  in  the 
hands  of  any  ambitious,  politic  and  powerful  prince  or  potentate,  may 
be  distressed,  conquered,  or  utterly  extenninated. 

In  a new  colony,  thm  first  care  is  to  provide  food  for  their  subsist- 
ence. The  Great  Duke  of  Kohan,  famous  ihr  wisdom  and  valor,  who 
hath  written  so  many  celebrated  treatises,  especiaFfy  rulaiing  to  mili- 
tary affairs  and  politics,  advances  it  as  a maxim,  that  he  who  will  be 
a great  warrior  must,  in  the  first  place,  make  provision  for  the  belly; 
and,  in  the  late  war  v/itli  the  French,  onr  seasonable  and  plentiful 
supplies  of  the  soldiers  hath  not  a little  contributed  to  our  wuuderfvil 
successes,  and  both  strengthened  and  animated  our  troops  to  perform 
snch  acts  of  valor  as  will  ]je  celebrated  in  future  ages.  Tlie  Si^aniards 
tell  a prett}’,  and  I think  instructive  story;  that  upon  the  discovery 
of  the  immense  riches  contained  in  (lie  mountain  Potosi,  in  Peru,  two 
S}taniards  resorted  thitiier.  The  one  bought  slaves,  hired  servants, 
overseers,  and  found  a rich  vein  of  silver  ore.  The  otiior  (land  being 
then  common  in  tlie  neighborhood)  fed  sheep.  The  mine  master 
wanting  wool  for  the  clothing  of  his  servants  (that  place  being  much 
colder  tlian  others  in  the  same  latitude),  and  food  for  his  overseers 
(who  could  not  be  satisfied,  being  Spaniards,  with  the  poor  faro  of  the 
Indians  and  negroes),  bought  flesh  and  wool  of  the  shepherd ; and, 
after  some  few  years,  the  shepherd  grow  lich  and  the  masier-miner 
poor.  If  the  Spaniards  had  further  improved  this  notion,  the  EnglisL', 
l)utcb,  and  Frencli  1,'ad  not  exchanged  so  many  of  tlicir  manufactures 
for  geld  and  silver ; so  that  they  are  the  richest  and  ])Oorest  nation 
in  the  southern  }>art  of  Europe. 

And  even  our  o^^l  nation  hath  not  totally  escaped  this  misfortune; 
for  how  many  have  I known  tiiat  carried  competent  estates  to  Xortli 
America,  neglerting  tillage  and  breeding  cattle;  in  a few  years  their 
servants  liave  la-en  tlieir  equals,  and  sometimes  supei’iors  ; such  is  the 
force  of  jirudencc  and  industry.  EuL  as  for  our  country  of  Carolana, 
if  }jorsons  who  carry  over  effects  and  servants  he  not  sotlislily  iboli.-h, 
or  sujiitiely  negligi-nt,  they  cannot  fail  of  improving  tlieir  ov, n for- 
tunes, and,  without  injury  to  tlicinselves,  camlrilmte  to  inakc  others 
easy  and  C'Cnparatively  happy. 

.1  will  not  say  tliai  masters  and  siqaTinten.di'nts  of  any  sort  or  kind 
need  take  nothing  v,  iili  iheni,  hut  that  they  will  find  :dl  things  iieces- 
sary  and  eonvenivnt  to  tlnhr  hands.  Itiubtless  commoa  sense  will 
teacli  (liem,  they  ought  to  have  at  least  half  a year's  juovisions  of 
IS  ' ^ 
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tilings  nece.ss:iry,  iimil  tlicy  ore  acquainted  tvith  the  natives,  and  Lave 
establislied  a fiieud-ddp  and  correspondence  with  them.  But  abund- 
ance of  trouble  and  exfumse  will  be  saved  in  planting  this  country, 
winch  could  not  I)*;;  'W(‘li  avoided  in  those  the  English  have  hitherto 
settled  on  the  continenf  or  in  their  islands.  For  bread  in  this  country, 
we  have  a great  ad\;ndage  at  first  coming.  They  may  liave  Indian 
corn  of  the  inhabitsmts,  who  have  almost  everywhere  two,  and  in  some 
places  three,  civ-ps  in  a year;  and  1 have  been  very  credibly  informed 
that,  when  the  ne\c  catinc.s  in,  they  cast  away  a great  part  of  the  old 
to  make  room  in  tlieir  little  gi'anaries.  Besides,  all  along  the  coast, 
and  two  or  thre**  liunilred  miies  up  the  country  from  the  sea,  the}' 
have  the  root  ^landiiiMea — whereof  Cassavi  bread  and  flour  is  made — 
whereupon  almo.-t  ail  America  between  the  tropics  doth  subsist  (ex- 
cepting what  i.s  bia Tight  them  at  great  expense  from  Europe,  or  our 
DOi'thern  plaiitatir.ns),  ami  which  many  esteem  as  good  a nourishment 
as  our  manchet,  and  six  times  clieaper. 

}>esidc.s,  this  c-juiitry  naturally  affords  another  sort  of  excellent 
corn,  which  i.s  (lu-  luu.-t  like  oats  of  any  Jauropean  grain,  hut  longer 
and  huger  ; ami  1 imve  hecn  as.-,ured  by  many  very  credible  persons, 
Arho  often,  out  of  euri(a--ity,  had  diMU'S  ways  prepared  it,  that  it  htr 
exceeds  our  be.'.t  l■:llmo:il.  This  i.s  not  sown  and  cultivated  h}'  the  In- 
dians, hut  grows  spomaiieously  in  m:\rshy  ])laces,  in  and  h}'  tlie  sides 
of  rivers,  like  n od.-  vv  ru.-hes.  Tlic  Indians,  when  it  is  ripe,  take 
handfulLs,  and  .-lutka,'  t iu  in  into  their  canoes  ; what  escapes  them  falling 
into  the  water,  wit  Incut  any  furl  her  truulde,  produces  the  next  year’s 
crop.  Bice  may  la-  tin  re  raisod  in  as  great  plcnt}' as  in  Carolina. 
For  fruits,  they  have  not  divers  growing  in  Europe,  which  were  once 
strangers  to  us,  aU'l  by  art  and  industryin  some  measure  naturalized; 
but  they  liavo  others  little  if  tit  till  inferior ; such  as  most  excellent 
limes  or  wild  lem.ms,  am)  pruiie.s,  growing  in  the  open  fields,  Avithout 
culture,  Avliieh  tiny  oat  ]dmiiilu]ly,  immediately  from  tlic  trees,  and 
keep  dry  for  Avinter  j'r.ivi>ioi!.  Many  Avho  liaA’e  ta.sted  both,  miani- 
mously  allinn,  tbi'V  mwer  did  meet  Avith  either  sort  in  Europe  com- 
parable thereunto;  r.nd  th(..W!  drud  Avill  not  prove  a coiilemplihlo 
comimKlity,  aC.I'  Ii  v.e  naUract  liiemldiip  Avith  the  natives,  Avho  being 
direeti  d by  us  h"W  to  g.iti.er  and  order  tliem,  Avould  supph'  us  Avitli 
great  (jii:inliti''.g  U'-t  < nlv  1>to\\u  .'-ub.-i. <.101100  ami  deligiit,  but  even 
for  exj'ortatimi.  If  -.'h  s,  the  tunas  a most  deliciiuis  fiaiit,  e.-peeially 
in  Imt  wealhi  r,  am!  abo  ip.t  (,uly  agreeable  to  tbe  ]nilate,  but  salu- 
brious, ;md  as  our  Luiop.  aus  e.dl  ii,  when  in  maturity,  (heir  cordial 
julep. 
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I now  come  to  tliat  tree,  I inean  the  vine,  w'hicli  a groat  part  of  the 
\Yorld  almost  idolizes.  1 know  tliere  have  been  great  disputes 
.amongst  the  learned  (and  positively  determined  by  Maliomet  and  the 
Mahometans  all  over  the  world),  whctlier  it  had  not  ])cen  better  for 
mankind  it  had  never  existed,  considering  how  much  that  noble  juice 
hath  been  abused,  and  how  often  it  has  been  the  cause  of  numberless 
calamities.  For  my  own  particulai-,  I must  own  it  is  m3"  opinion, 
that,  next  to  bread,  which  is  the  staff  of  life,  it  is  one  of  tlie  greatest, 
merely  material  comforts  we  in  these  northern  climates  eiijo}";  and 
having  been  long  thereunto  accustomed,  when  transplanted  into  a 
more  southern  couutiy,  avc  shall  hanker  after  it.  And  if  wo  cannot  have 
good  of  our  own  produce,  we  shall  certainly  have  recourse  to  foreigners, 
and  purchase  it  at  an}"  rate,  and  thcreb}"  impoverisli  our  inffmt  colony. 
But  thanks  to  Almighty  God,  who  liatli  not  only  so  long,  so  wonder- 
fully favored  the  ]dngli.sh  nation  in  their  own  island,  but  takes  care 
even  of  them,  wlio  some  account  their  outcasts,  though  the}'  have, 
the  true  English  courage,  love  to  their  countr}',  and  contribute,  per- 
haps as  mueli  to  its  vmalth  andvcelfare  by  their  indushy,  as  any  equal 
number  of  their  rank  and  qualify  they"  liave  left  bcliiud.  But  to  put 
a period  to  this  digression,  vines  of  divers  sorts  .and  kinds,  grow  natu- 
rally ill  this  country.  Wc  have  alrcad}-  discovered  and  distinguished 
ffvc  or  six  sorts  vciy  different  from  each  other  3 but  in  such  great 
plenty,  that  in  a tliousand  places,  either  upon  the  conliuent  or  in  the 
islands,  especially  in  or  nc.ar  the  great  river,  they  make  your  journeys 
shorter  by  entangling  your  legs,  it  being  natural  for  them  to  run 
upon  the  ground,  unless  they  meet  with  trees,  up  which  thc}'  creep, 
loaded  with  clusters  of  grape,  of  some  sorts,  commonl}"  half  a yard, 
sometimes  two  foot  long.  It  is  true  .some  of  those  grapes,  for  want 
of  culture,  tliough  large  as  damson.'^,  have  great  stones  and  a tough 
skin;  yet  ihty  might  be  casil}"  meliorated  by  European  skill;  though 
as  the}'  are,  e.-peclally  tw"o  or  three  sorts  of  the  smaller  liind,  are  a- 
grateful  to  (he  palate  as  most  we  have  in  England;  Imt  the  very  woicst 
duly  managed,  produces  br.andy  hardl}"  inferior  to  any  in  Euro]ie ; so 
tlial  liad  we  vessels  to  distil,  and  skillful  0})crators,  we  might  soon 
ahe.tc  the.  price  of  that  li(jUor  in  J'lngland,  and  our  })]ant:ition.s,  and 
keep  a snfflci''Ut  r.'serve  for  ouixdves. 

And  fiii'lhcr,  wIk'Ii  liave  cuue  (>l)(ained  the  shdll  of  meliorating 
the  gr.ij'Cs,  we  sliall  also  }-roducc  not  only  as  good  wine,  but  ab-o  as  good 
rairdns,  as  in  most  countries  of  Ikirope ; the  climate  being  admirably 
itilapted  tliereunto;  and  tlioreby  not  nnly  sup])lv  our.''elves  ami 
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neighboring  colonics,  but  somewhat  abate  the  expense  of  our  mother, 
good  Old  Knglaml,  from  whom  we  proceed,  and  upon  whom  ^\e  and 
(I  hope  and  l)elicve)  all  our  other  colonies,  will  not  only  acknowledge 
their  sole  dejiL-ndence,  but  ever  desire,  with  the  uttermost  of  thedr 
power,  to  manifest,  u])on  all  occasions,  their  love  and  gratitude. 

But  corn  and  drink  arc  not  sulhcient  for  Englishmen,  who  are  used 
to  feed  upon  g<»od  beef,  mutton,  bacon,  veal,  and  pork;  tberefore  for 
tlie  eucouragemeiit  of  such  as  shall  hereafter  inhabit  this  province, 
they  will  find  good  beef,  and  consequently  veal,  there  being  a sort  of 
kinc  natural  to  this  country,  Vr'bicb,  though  they  differ  a little  in  slinpe 
from  ours  (liioing  a bunch  upon  their  shouldei's,  which  is  delicious 
food)  yet  otherways  are  not  in  the  least  inferior  to  our  bulls  and  cows, 
and  they  may  nuke  them  oxen  wlicn  they  please;  and  by  dry  fodder 
stall  oxen  like  those  in  England  ; but  as  the}’ are  without  art  and  care, 
they  almost  equal  our  grass  cattle.  There  are  also  slieep  of  the  Spa- 
liisii  breed  in  gwo-l  numbers,  whose  flesh  is  as  good  as  ours,  and  tlieir 
wool  better;  jn-  :dso  hogs  very  plentiful,  on  the  sea-coast  especially, 
and  some  wit  bin  land,  though  not  so  numerous,  acorns,  chestnuts,  and 
other  masts  ah  .-unding  in  tliis  country,  render  them  more  grateful 
food  (as  all  who  have  fed  upon  tlicm  affirm)  than  ours  in  England; 
and  lit  for  exportation  for  the  iilaiids. 

Next  to  fo-id  v.’o  .are  to  consider  a very  material  circumstance,  and 
that  is,  cattle  for  dra\ight,  and  horses  for  riding,  vrhieh  are  carried 
into  the  plantat’e'n-^,  whether  on  tlie  continent,  or  in  the  i.slands. 
These  tiro  already  la-ejiared  into  your  hands,  ^Yith  no  great  trouble 
and  exj)CDse.  I'lir  liOives,  they  are  commonly-  used  among  the  In- 
dians on  the  west  sale  of  the  (Ircat  Ivivcr  for  riding  and  burdens,  as 
among.st  us,  ibeugb  lliey  have  not  improved  them  for  draughts,  being 
toLdly  ignorant  of  eeaclie.^,  wains,  carts,  or  ploughs,  unto  all  wbieli  they 
may  soon  l)y  iwre  and  .dcill  ];c  adapted.  And  the  price  of  a good 
bol’se  will  not  amount  unto  al'ove  five  shillings  of  our  European  com- 
modities at  first  ee-t,  as  1 am  well  assured  by  traders,  vrlio  have  been 
ofiered  a very  good  om'  lor  a ^e)•y  ordinary  liaieliet.  And  as  for  oxen 
for  plongli  and  eart  wlieii  then'  young  males  are  eastrated,  they  will 
be  as  tame  and  as  .-'en iecahle  as  our  oxen;  tlioiigb  amongst  the  Tar- 
tars, from  wli'un  llns-e  Idne  (.riglinlly  came,  (be  great  bulls  of  almost 
twiee  the  .''trein/tli  and  bigue.-s  ol  ours^  are  by  them  so  far  tamed  tliat 
they  employ  ihem  to  draw  their  h-'iises  or  hut.-  ]'ut  upon  carts  luauy 
hinidred  miles,  as  Uiey  have,  (■(‘■•asiou  (o  lemove  th.eir  liabiiatious, 
which  is  only  for  emiveiiient  j.-a.^ture,  mareliing  in  the  winter  to  the 
outli,  in  the  summer  to  the  nortli.  Tliis  sort  of  eat  tie  are  not  only 
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useful  for  food  and  labor,  but  also  for  their  Imir,  or  rather  wool,  whicdi 
is  very  long,  very  thick,  and  very  fine;  and  1 think,  as  do  many  others 
who  understand  the  use  of  it,  for  hats,  clothing,  and  divers  otlier  ne- 
cessaries, with  some  small  suitable  addition  or  mixtures,  is  preferable 
to  coinmoii  wool.  Their  skins  may  be  ])artl3'  imported  to  l^mgland, 
and  partly  employed  iu  our  own  colony  for  Inirncss,  boots,  shoes,  and 
many  other  uses. 

flesides,  we  are  near  New  Mexico,  all  which  country  generally 
employ  for  carriage  mighty  great  and  strong  mules,  produced  by  As- 
sinegos,  or  male  asses,  many  of  which  there  are  of  abundantly  greater 
bigness,  strength  and  mettle  than  in  Europe,  wdiich,  with  the  mares 
of  that  country  wmuld  produce  an  excellent  breed,  if  it  be  tbonght  ad- 
vantageous to  raise  them. 

Tlicrc  are  several  tracts  of  land  in  this  country  that  would  suitveiy 
well  with  camels,'^'  many  of  Vvdiich  are  employed  by  the  Spaniards,  e<- 
pecially  in  Peru  and  Terra  Firma,  or  the  south  part  of  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  ddicy  have  them  mostly  from  the  Canary  Islands,  and  some 
from  Africa,  d'hey  stand  well  in  America,  are  very  useful,  and  a 
very  little  trouble  and  charge  will  subsist  tbem. 

The  wild  animals  of  tins  country,  besides  the  elk  or  buffalo  above 
mentioned,  are  panthers,  bears,  wolves,  and  wild  cats,  none  of  which 
are  burtful  to  mankind;  deer  of  divers  sorts,  beaver,  otter,  fox,  raccoons 
squirrels,  martens,  and  conics  between  ours  and  bares  in  great  abund- 
ance ; ns  likewusc  a rat  with  a bag  under  its  throat,  wherein  it  cou- 
ve}’S  its  young  wlicn  forced  to  fly.  All  these  are  useful  for  their  furs 
or  skins,  and  some  for  food;  hut  I think  it  not  material  nor  consi.st- 
ent  with  my  de.^igned  brevity  to  enter  into  a particular  description  of 
them  : No  more  than  of  the  following  bird  or  wild  fowl  found  all  over 
tlie  coiintr) , .<ca  shore  and  rivers,  such  as  eagles,  goshawks,  falcous, 
gerfalcons,  and  most  other  birds  of  prey  that  are  iu  Europe;  groat  com- 
panies of  turkey.s,  bustards,  pheasants,  pailridgcs,  pigeons,  thrioljo.s, 
blackbirds,  snipes,  cranes,  swans,  geese,  ducks,  teal,  pelicans,  pairot.s, 
and  many  other  sorts  of  cvna'uu.s  birds  dilTering  from  ours. 

For  clotliing,  t hough  wc  imyv  reasonably'  suppose  (hat  h\'  our  cor- 
rcspon'Icncc  with  our  native  connlpy  vre  may  he  supplied  therewith, 
as  with  bed.-,  carpets,  coverlets,  tkc.,  yet  it  would  not  he  amis<,  if 
in  the  infancy  of  this  coloiiv,  the  poorer  sort  were  encouraged  to 

A c:\n’.  Ml',  of  animal.-’  lia?  bean  lati'ly  inu>oito'l  (IS.aO)  to  oscibli-b  a 

conitminierniun  (a.'ro.'^s  tbo  do.on-t.q  Ijeiween  iljc  city  of  M.  Louis  aiul  St.  1 i,.:;- 
cisco,  (.'alil'ornia. 
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manufacture  the  avouI  of  slicep  <anfl  kino,  as  also  cotton,  to  suppl}' 
their  lugcnt  necessities.  Tfats  maj  be  made  of  the  long  soft,  hair  of 
the  kine  mixc<l,  if  need  l-e,  with  a little  of  the  hair  or  wool  of  heaver, 
both  vliicli  are  in  great  plenty,  and  easily  procured,  and  nothing 
wanting  but  a few  artists  to  manufacture  them  as  in  England. 

I have  received  information  from  divers  persons  who  unanimously 
affirm,  that  soiiie  of  the  mo.?t  civilized  nations  in  this  country,  espe- 
cially of  tlic  better  sort,  are  edothed  with  a substance  like  good  coarse 
servicealdo  lirung  very  wliito.  Itpon  incjuiry,  they  found  it  v/as  made 
■with  the  inward  hark  of  trees,  which  grow  plentifully  there,  and  is  as 
bceomijig  as  most  of  the  ordinary  linen  of  Europe;  and  by  the  rela- 
tion of  the  natives  tto  j(>ss  durable.  Of  the  same  and  other  barks 
they  make  iliread,  cords  and  lopes,  of  divers  lengths  and  itiagnitudes, 
which  Tiiiglit  l.'o  gp''’ati3-  imju’oved  by  our  English  planters. 

(dive.s  would  certainly  grow  licre  as  well  as  in  New  Spain,  whore 
they  thrive,  csrteeiully  iti  tiu.'se  j'larts  contiguous  to  our  country,  and 
are  not  inferbw,  eitlicr  .f>r  eating  or  making  oil,  to  those  of  Spain  and 
Porttigad  ; as  also  nlmeeuls,  .‘r^cveral  affirming,  particularly,  I remember, 
the  fan.uujs  Acosta  writ'--,  eouceming  the  productions  of  the  "Wc.sfc 
Indies,  where  he  Itng  n -:-Ed,  iliat  they  iar  exceed  those  of  Spain  or 
any  otlier  part  of  Karoj.--.  Jlut,  for  political  reasons,  both  they  and 
vines  are  forhulden  to  be  n-ed  fur  the  pt'oduciiou  of  oil  or  wirtc. 

. Currants  also  would  pr-.i.eihly  pro.<per  in  tins  country,  tlie  climate 
being  much  of  tlie  .^ann-  n-iture  and  latitude  with  the  islands  of  Zantc 
and  (,'ojdialonia,  irum  vdeSiC'C  we  now  do  generally  bring  th.em;  and 
the  famous  cit;,*  of  ('ornttl!,  hv-m  which  tlicy  derive  their  name,  and 
from  wdicnce  tlu\v  were  frau-jEinted  to  the  forc-nientioncd  islands; 
the  .Ltititi  name  being  1.  > ;>  Oo-iufliiarw,  or  grapes  of  Corinth,  which 
wc  eorru.ptlv  call  emr.'.nm,  in<!ea'i  of  Cce’inths.  Idiese  tliree  coimuo- 
ditios  Were  tiiouglil  so  n- ediu:  tiiat  King  (diaries  11.,  with  tlie  advice 
of  liis  e.mncdl,  gave  greai  enccuragement,  in  his  patent  ffir  Carolina, 
to  the  ])ri']'u'i(  torL  jkmt'  r^^,  m-  an\*  otliers  wlio  should  produce  and 
i)np(;»rt  them  to  Irnglemd  ; a--  ai.-'U  capers  aiul  some  other  commodities 
ther  e meiit  iejird, 

(^M.ttin  grow.s  v.ihl  i'.i  tue  jKrl  and  in  great  plent)";  may  bo  ona- 
iingei]  jiii'l  iiujiroved  cis  in  our  idand^,  and  turn  to  ns  great  account; 
and  in  time  pm-luips  maim'  e.-'  in  d either  in  the  country  or  iii  Croat 
i>n!a!!i,  ^due!^  vj!l  i\  i i*  a cmiimudity  .still  ino]-e  valuablm''' 

til''  !;■!''  •!  L:riL.'''.,-it)'  a.-:  to  the  iiiipv'!  i.'ncc  of 

this  eMiiiti-y  l"t  the  e.uiu  :'.t;"u  .,|  a jilnm  \iliieli  nvuv  malms  Kumj)c  our 
(h'.blur,  aiiil  i’  the  ;;rrat  u m1'  o,if  i-.\ehau.',.  s. 
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Pcnrls  are  to  be  found  in  great  abundance  in  this  coimtiy;  the 
Indians  put  some  value  upon  tliem,  but  not  so  mucli  as  on  the  colored 
be;ubs  ^ye  bring  them.  On  tlie  whole  coast  of  this  province,  for  two 
hundred  lengues,  there  are  niany  vast  beds  of  oysters  vdiicli  breed 
pearls,  as  lias  been  found  in  divers  places.  }hit,  which  is  very  re- 
inarhaldc,  far  from  tlie  sea,  in  fi'csh  water  rivers  and  lakes,  there  is  a 
sort  of  a shell  fish,  between  a muscle  and  a pearl  oyster,  wherein  are 
found  abundance  of  ])carls,  and  many  of  an  unusual  magnitude.  The 
Indians,  when  they  take  the  03^sters,  broil  them  over  the  fire  till  they 
are  fit  to  oat,  keeping  the  large  pearls  the}-  find  in  tliem,  vdiicli,  by 
the  heat,  are  tarnished  and  lose  their  native  lustre;  Imt,  when  wo 
have  tauglit  them  the  right  method,  doubtless  it  would  be  a very 
profitable  trade.  ITiere  are  two  places  we  already  know  within 
land,  in  each  of  whicli  there  is  a great  pearl  fi.sheiy.  One  about  one 
hundred  and  twenty  leagues  up  the  lliver  Meschacebe,  on  tlie  west 
side,  in  a lake  made  by  the  river  of  the  Naches,  about  forty  miles 
from  its  mouth,  where  they  are  found  in  great  plenty  and  many  very 
large.  The  other  on  the  lliver  Chiaha,  which  runs  into  the  Coza  or 
Cussaw  rdver  (as  our  English  calls  it),  and  ivliich  comes  fi-orn  the 
north  east,  and,  after  a course  of  some  hundred  miles,  disembogues 
into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  about  one  hundred  miles  to  the  cast  of  the 
Maschacche. 

The  judicious  and  faithful  writer  of  the  famous  expedition  of  Fer- 
dinando  8oto,  who  wvas  therein  from  the  beginning  unto  the  end, 
acquaints  us  that,  wben  they  came  to  Cutifachia,  the  chief  of  that 
country,  finding  they  valued  pearl,  offered  to  load  all  their  horses 
therewith,  whicli  wore  at  least  two  hundred.  And,  to  confirm  them 
in  the  belief  of  what  they  advanced,  carried  them  unto  two  of  their 
chief  temples,  where  they  found  vast  ((uantitics,  Imt  took  only  fourteen 
bushels  fora  show  to  the  Havana,  and  other  of  the  Spanish  dominions, 
to  encourage  tlie  peopling  of  this  colon}',  not  being  willing  to  eneum- 
|)er  llieir  liorsos  with  more,  their  welfain  and  success  depending  much 
upon  tlieu'  horsemen — the  Indians  being  abuiid.nitly  more,  afr.iid 
them  than  the  foot,  n hose  guns  being  useless  after  a short  time,  for 
want  of  ])owdeiq  (hey  only  made  use  of  cross-bows.  And  Garcilasso, 
vdio  wa<  rmt  'witli  S-ato,  but  writ  only  upon  memoirs  lie  received  from 
divei’s  v,lio  w.'ro  present,  gives  a more  full  nceount  of  the  ]irodigious 
Cjuantiiy  cf  |u.arls  in  that  country,  affirming  the  Spaiiianls  c:ilenlat»'d 
tiuuu  to  amount  unto  a tliousand  bnshrls.  ,Aml  afd'rwards,  when  the 
Spe.niatds  at  Gliiaha  \vere  gathering  oystiu's  foi-  tlieir  fond,  tlmy  idund 
many  large  jiearls,  :nid  one  jiarticularl}  (liat  was  juized.  at  four 
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iiimdreJ  cliicat.s,  not  lKi\iiig  lost  tlie  least  of  its  lustre^  being  taken  out 
of  a raw  oy.sOu’.  Anil  that  one  Terron,  a Spaniard,  bad  above  six 
pounds  weight  of  ])eail,  very  large,  and  mostly  of  a beautiful  lustre, 
and  were  valued  at  si.v  thousand  ducats. 

It  need  not  seem  incredible  that  pearl  should  be  taken  in  fresh 
water  lakes  and  rivers,  there  being  many  relations  of  unquestionable 
reputation,  which  decla.re,  very  good  and  large  pearls  are  found  m 
divers  parts  of  ('bina,  and  the  countries  to  the  west  and  south-west  of 
their  great  wall  (with  vrhich  quotations  I will  not  enlarge  this  dis- 
course), as  will  aj'pear  by  reading  the  China  Atlas  of  Martinius,  Mar- 
cus Paulus  Voiictus,  and  other  credible  writers  on  lakes  and  fresh 
wat(u-  rivers. 

Cochineal  is  a C()!nmodity  of  great  value,  very  necessary  as  the 
world  goes,  and  costs  this  nation  annually  great  sums  of  money,  which 
may  be  all  saved,  tlun-o  being  in  this  province  sufTicieut  to  furnish 
both  us  and  oui'  neighbors,  who  are  no  less  fond  of  it  than  ourselves. 
There  have  hcou  grc;it  inquiries,  and  many  disputes,  about  the  original 
of  this  commodity,  which  is  the  famous  ingredient  for  dyeing  in  grain, 
the  pur|de  and  .'carlot  colors,  generally  esteemed  b}^  opulent  and  civil- 
ized nations. 

This  noble  ingrcdinit  for  dyeing,  is  produced  by  a treo  or  shrub 
crdled  the  Tumd  or  Tuna,  of  which  there  are  divers  sorts;  some  bear- 
ing an  excclloMt  IVuii.  very  ]>h;asant  and  wdiolesomc.  It  is  made  of 
certain  insects  Irctd.ing  in  tlic  fruit  of  this  plant,  when  it  is  well  hus- 
banded, and  are  ila  rouuto  la.siened,  covered  with  a dainty  fine  web, 
wliieb  doth  corn}  ass  dioin  about,  and  when  come  to  maturit}’’  they 
cat  through  it,  fail  oil  the  live,  and  being  carefully  gathered,  dried, 
and  curiously  ]'Ut  uj>,  arc  sent  to  Spain,  and  thence  distributed  to 
most  civilized  ]»arts  ol  laurojK*  and  Asia.  Acosta  tells  us,  that  in  the 
fcetwheroiii  be  ivtnni''']  Iruni  i^icxico,  that  province  only,  shipped 
5G77  arohes,  eacli  wlansM)!  is  q,)/.  weight,  and  valued  at  2S3,750  pieces 
of  eight,  Tbc  cocbin-  al  ol  two  sorts^  one  growing  wild,  wdiich  they 
call  Silvester,  dbi",  t'p'ngii  it  gives  a good  price,  is  far  short  of  that 
whicli  is  duly  cubiv.J.-d  in  gardens  and  fields,  much  after  ihe  manner 
tin;  Janglish  tb)  tobueeo  m tbeir  [kintations.  This  jirovince,  both  on 
the  c;isi  and  we.-t  s;  <m  the  M''>vbacehe,  from  thoCulfof  iMexieo, 
S'une  linii‘lreil  iio..  - no  :’iv  country,  abounds  witli  all  sorts  of  Tnnals, 
or  'Innas  (as  som.-  -ej,;,*  ibeiii ),  n-ually  found  in  Iho  province  of 
Me.xico,  whii-h  h .r  1 rs  r.p..u  |i^  and  1-  only  divided  by  an  ima.ginary 
line,  from  the  d-.n-o'S  <>i  ihiriv  to  ilmly-six.  AVhoii  this  country  is 
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settled,  and  we  set  upou  tliis  manufacture,  the  Indians  may  be  very 
lielpful  unto  us,  it  being  easy  labor,  and  udwreiu  we  need  only  employ 
tbeir  women  and  } Oung  people,  if  their  men,  who  arc  generally  very 
laz}^,  decline  it. 

The  plant  of  which  indigo  is  made,  is  very  frequent  in  most  of  the 
soutlienn  parts  of  this  country,  and  may  jiossil*!}"  produce  hettei'  than 
that  made  in  our  Islands  of  Jamaica,  etc.,  this  province  heing  in  the 
same  latitude  v.dth  Agra  and  Jlyana,  tenitories  in  the  great  ddogul’s 
count]  y,  whose  indigo  is  accounted  the  best  of  its  kind  in  the  world, 
and  is  double  the  price  of  ours.  It  is  easily  made,  and  the  Indians 
may  be  assisting  to  us  herein,  if  we  think  fit  to  undertake  it.  llesides, 
if  we  believe  that  judicious  na.tu.ral  historian  Hernando,  there  is  in 
Mexico,  and  consequently  lierc  (being  much  the  same  climate)  a }daut 
or  little  sliridj,  wdiich  produces  an  indigo  aljiindantly  more  nol)le,  and 
tlie  colo]-  morti  livel}",  th.aii  that  whicli  is  the  common  indigo.  This 
the  Spani;.!]‘ds  call  aziil,  a.s  being  like  ultramarine.* 

Ambergris  or  gray  amlicr,  is  often  found  upon  this  coast,  from  tlie 
Cape  of  Fioiida  to  Mexico,  which  is  of  groat  value.  The  best  (for 
tbere  are  divts-s  sorts)  is  of  equal  worth  to  its  weight  in  gold.  This 
is  agre-.d  upon  by  tlie  learned,  to  be  a bitumen  or  naphtha,  which 
comes  from  certain  springs  or  fountains,  that  empty  themselves  into 
the  sea,  and  is  coagulated  by  tbe  salt  water,  as  succinuur,  commonly 
called  ambur,  from  another  sort  of  bitumen  or  naphtha,  and  in  storms 
cast  upon  the  coast.  The  same  ambergris  is  culso  found  upon  the  east 
side  of  tbe  Cape  or  Peninsuia  of  Florida,  the  Bahama  I.slauds,  in  the 
East  luaiis,  and  Brazil,  and  sometimes  great  lumps,  even  upon  the 
coast  of  Cornwall  and  Ireland.  And  among  others,  I have  read  of  a 
piece  wel.gbing  eighty  pounds,  cast  upon  the  coast  of  Cornwall,  in  the 
reign  of  iviug  Charles  I.,  which  was  bigger,  till  diminisbed  by  tr.e 
countrviiiai]  who  found  it,  by  greasing  bis  cartwYbccls,  and  boots,  but 
discovered  accidental I}’'  by  an.  intelligent  gentleman,  who  riding  by 
one  of  his  c;irts,  and  perceiving  a very  grateful  smell,  inquired  of  the 
ffiai],  V,  beneiwii  |irocecdod;  he  told  him  he.  had  found  a nasty, grea-^e 
on  the  shm'a,  which  lie  hoped  would  liavc  saved  lum  the  expemse  of 
kilclum  ^t\if(  and  tar  for  carts,  liarness,  ami  boots,  but  it  was  of  so 
poisonous  a (])at  they  were  not  able  to  endure  it.  ddie  gentle- 

man Je.'imig  to  see  the  ]-omaindor,  found  it  what  he  cxpeeicd,  pur- 

* I'lic  cuhiv.iliun  of  iu(li.,o  w ii.s  commonoed  in  l..nui.sia!Ki  in  1720.  A.-  a ('J'ep 
it  u!ic-t Kain,  hiU  it  ',va.>  nut  abumloned  nnti!  ]70i,  wlicn  it  was  siii'w  edod, 
by  the  mmo  uoia.a'al  cadiis  ation  of  tugar,  couon,  and  tubacco. 
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duiscd  ;.‘i  :■  v'CTV  o::.'y  rare,  presented  it.  imto  tlie  queen,  and  u'as 
requin..:  i:i  - or  oi);]pIovvue.)ils  fill’  beyond  the  value  of  it. 

There  • e*irad  in  yaeai.  (puintities  upon  the  same  coast,  ou  the 
shore  ;h:  e;>ri.  anu  of  tlte  Meschacche,  especially  after  high 
soiuh  w.>a:s,  -cri  of  rlone  pireli,  by  th'C  Spaniards  called  copcc, 
wlnei;  i;in'Y\i>e  find  in  ibe  South  Sea,  upon  the  coast  of  Peru, 
ddn^y  mix  0 grermc  to  make  it  more  liquid,  and  use  it  as  pitch 
for  tindi'  V.--  ■ i-,  and  ajiirm  it  to  be  better  in  hot  countries,  not  being 
a]d  te>  iei'h.  the  lieiit  vf  tlie'sun  or  wcatber.  And  at  Trinidad,  a 
large  i^.hoi  ’ e e'r  a.nain  t tlie  great  river  of  Oronoque,  there  is  a moun- 
tain of  d;e  , :i)d  subrnnice,  of  vrhich  Sir  "Walter  llaleigh  gives  an 
accoimi  io  t ;cp;a!iti  lij,  so  fatal  unto  him,  of  the  discovery  of  the 
said  riv'-'r  ; ami  sovera!  iiitvigatoi'S  since  have  done  the  .same.  Acosta, 
the  i<o;  .r.r  :o:.;hor  uf  lb-.'  n;d  nr.d  history  of  the  "West  Indies,  aflirms  it 
to  'ic  • •r;<:\-d  of  an  oil,  v.-]nch  empties  itself,  he  knows  not  how, 
into  so  o d p:.:a  ^ of  tin;  <-oo;vn,  in  so  great  quantities,  that  the  sailors, 
wliCU  ;.i  a h--r,  imov.'  vhi'ia;  Ihey  a.re  by  its  floating  on  (he  sea,  or  the 
smell  xien'O-d  v%'in-h,  he  says,  they  scented  at  a eonsiderahlc  distance, 
h’lic  . lit  di.-cuvcr  the  iliver  Mescbaccbo,  affirm  the  same, 

and  U\-<\\  d.oy  f.nod  n in  two  jslacGS,  which  I have  well  marked. 
Morco'O'i-  tioo.  !!;c  sea  v.;e:  covt.red  with  an  oil  or  slime,  as  they  style 
it,  wbie-i  ; -i  ' very  .mdaoig  snn  ll  for  many  leagues  togetlier.  I 
suppo,-.'  '0  leal  inudi  ih<.'  s:.me  conccpfioiis  with  the  countryman 
befon,:  U'.-ni a!'*!  ? iu'io.tore  ibcir  curiosity  did  not  pimnpt  them  to 
t;iko  ii  n.  ;v..  i cimmii:.*  i!.;:  quaiitics’  iliough  probably  it  iniglit  be 
of  the  mdiire  an  ; u.-.v  \mtit  that  of  divers  wells  in  the  province 

of  di.'i’!.:;-’'- m i'er.-ia.,  m.ea'  {he  Caspian  Sea,  whence- they  fetch  it 
many  lo.-V'::-.,  I rite  s on  r:om'];-',  I'cmg  used  to  burn  it  in  lamps  instead 
of  oil,  .1  .n.hoi'y  a n.-i.-t  :.-:ra!v!iil  and  wbolesome  odor.  I might 
add  sv:e.. wini’e,'.  (tu;  o!  whioii  that  substance  is  extracted,  are 
:-oineiJii-'.  - Vi!:-..-,'  ’^y  I’l-':  n nives,  .'Uid  .'-ionietimcs  l>y  storms,  as  it  were, 
sliipv,  j’< cht-d  m-  liic.-n  o-o:  oa.-,  m'.licr  of  these  seldom  liappening,  tlicre 
can  I-';  ;in  ye..::t  L!',-pehdcni-<‘  or  froni  tlicm. 

Salt  'k  rn-.v.T  mo,  c • j >. ■- nkly  unto  .llurojieans,  wltliout  whicli'thcy 
camio!  o,o,:vt,  Ivirig  ;!c.'ii<tomod  thcrounto  from  their  infancy, 

and  v.-.;;,  ;n  fo-.-d  Inm  no  la dish.  Idesidos,  it  is  supposed  that  it 

]n'o\eno.  : ^ -ine!  .an.]  i;i,oniicr;d>h!  diseases;  and  in  foreign  coini- 

tr:es‘a;-i-'  n i -'.ih  i><, '.■!)  wantmg  tliey  have,  givatly  sivflbrcd.  It  is 
paoroi)'.-.  n-  • ■ ■vy  i ,»  ]U.  -i  rw-  !.-:i  ;m:|  fiesii,  whicli  'witliout  it  cannot 
))!'  lOiiy  : ■ ' • 1.  hi  im-.  ( nnniig  ii  i|[;iy  ),(j  easilyand  al)uui!autly 
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])Voeun'd.^  'We  kno^\  divers  places^  on  both  sides  of  the  river^  vdiere 
there  are  many  springs  and  lakes,  producing  pleritifully  excellent 
salt;  and  also  one  }nine  of  rock-salt,  almost  clear  as  crystal,  and 
probably  there  may  bo  inany  more  of  the  same.  J3y  tlACse,  we  may 
not  only  supplj’-  ourselves  with  what  is  ueccssaiy  for  our  ordinary 
dail^'  food,  during  the  winter  or  other  seasons,  but  also  furni.sh  our 
(I  may  call  then  neighbor)  plantations  in  the  islands  (we  not  being 
very  remote  from  them)  with  fish,  flesh,  and  salt;  when  ])y  reason 
of  war,  or  other  sinister  accidents,  they  cannot  receive  due  and  ex- 
pected recruits  from  Imigland  or  elsewhere. 

Silk  is  a commodity  of  great  use  in  England  for  many  manufactures, 
it  being  imported  to  us  from  France,  Italy,  Sicily,  Turkey,  and  the 
East  Indies:  and  there  is  no  foreign  commodity  vrhich  exhausts  more 
of  onr  treasure.  I am  not  so  vain  as  to  promise  this  country  can 
furni-h  Great  Britain  with  so  much  silk  as  is  therein  mannfoctured, 
vrhieh  would  amount  to  above  half  a million  or  a million  sterling 
annually;  hut  if  this  province  is  ever  settled  (it  ahounding  in  most 
parts  with  forests  of  nmlheri’y  trees,  hotli  white  and  red),  and  we  keep 
a good  correspondence  with  the  natives,  which  is  both  our  duty  and 
interest,  certainly  a comsidcrablc  quantity  of  silk  ma}’'  be  liere  pro- 
duced, j It  bath  been  already  experimented,  in  South  Carolina,  by 
Sir  Nathaniel  Johnston  and  others,  wliich  would  have  returned  to 
great  account,  but  that  they  wanted  hands,  laborers  being  not  to  be 
Iiired  but  at  a vast  charge.  Yet  if  the  natives  or  negroes  were  em- 
ployed, who  delight  in  such  easy  light  labors,  we  could  have  that 
done  for  less  tlian  one  shilling,  which  costs  them  more  than  six.  Now 
I appf.'il  to  all  good  Engli.>hnicn,  if  we  can  raise  only  a tenth  part 
of  the  silk  expended  in  Great  Britain,  &c.,  and  perhaps  half  an  ago 
hence  the  liith,  whether  it  would  not  be  very  benefieial  to  onr  native 
country,  and  a little  check  upon  others,  with  wliom  wo  deal  in  that 
commodit}',  l>y  h (ling  them  know,  if  they  are  imrcasomihlo  and  exor- 
liitaut  in  their  demands,  that  we  may  in  a short  time  supply  ourselves, 
in  a great  measure,  from  our  own  plantations?  lam  not  ignorant 
there  are  .several  sorts  of  silks,  proper  for  divers  distinct  uses,  as  of 
Cldna,  Bengal,  and  other  parts  of  the  East  Indies,  IVrsia,  Turkey, 
Naples,  ami  Sicily ; for  what  manufactures  ours  is  most  proper,  1 


* ().i  llio  In'ail  watc;<  of  ll)C  Arkansas  and  IX-d.  Kiv<'rs. 

•j  Tlu‘11'  i>  no  I'liiii.'i!!.'  in  the  world  more  favorubU'  for  tl\o  ov\Ulvation  of 
sillc  t’.'.an  T.oi,i-i;ma.  And  iln-  timn  last  ai'i’roacdiitiA;  w li-'u  ii  will  no  one  of 
the  Slagles  ul' ilie  cotiniry. 
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knoAV  nol  ; Lut  it  Iiuih  given  a good  price,  and  experience  teach 
us  to  raise  h)r  more  uses  than  one.  I "woukl  advise  m3-  conntrjim'>n 
wiieii  they  set  up  this  manufacture  to  imitate  the  Chinese,  vlio  sow 
tlie  mulbrnTY  seeds  as  we  do  pot-lierhs,  and  to  mow  those  of  one  year’s 
growtli  for  the  yoiuig  sillAvorms,  the  leaves  being  short  and  tender, 
fit  food  for  tliein  Avhen  fresli  hatched  • and  tlie  second  for  tliem  w-hen 
in  their  infimcy,  ns  .1  may  deservedly  style  it.  AVhen  grown  strong, 
they  may  be  su]-}ilied  witli  leaves  from  tlic  trees ; which  method 
secures  t!iem  from  the  diseases,  whereunto  they  are  obnoxious,  when 
fed  from  tlic  In'ginning  with  great  rank  leaves,  saves  much  trouble, 
and  lessens  (lie  iiuuiber  of  bands  to  attend  them,  vrhicli  is  the  greatest 
expense. 

Hemp  aiul  fax  are  not  oidy  materials  for  divers  manufactures  in 
England,  l)ut  cxcoedingl}'  useful,  and  indeed  almost  necessaiy  in  a 
new  colony,  to  sujjply  liiem  wdth  coarse  linens  of  divers  kinds, 
whereof,  if  v;!;  made  mucli  and  finer,  it  would  be  no  injury  to  our 
mother  Kiigland,  who  hath  most  from  foreign  parts  ; as  also  cordage, 
thread,  twine  fur  net.s,  and  other  uses.  The  plants  which  produce 
hemp  aii  I il:ix  are  very  co.mmou  in  this  country,  and  abundantly  suf- 
ficient to  supply  )iOt  only  the  necessitie’s  thereof,  but  likewdse  of  the 
wliole  jhii:>h  Jiation.  Ecsincs,  we  have  a grass,  as  they  call  it,  silk 
grass,  wldcii  makes  very  j.-retty  stuffs,  sucli  as  come  from  the  East  In- 
dies, wliicli  limy  call  I b-rba  stuffs,  whereof  a garment  was  made  for 
Queen  ]hJizai>oth,  whose  Ingi-cdicnl  came  from  Sir  dCalter  Ealcigli’s 
colony,  V.y  Idm  called  Miginia,  now  North  Carolina,  a part  of  this 
province,  vvliirii,  to  enemiraye  colonies  and  plantations,  she  was  pleased 
to  wear  for  divers  wcek.s. 

This  country  allurds  rxrollciit  timber  for  building  slilps,  as  oak,  fir, 
cedar,  spruce,  and  divers  t)t]i(>r  .sorts;  and,  as  I said  before,  flax  and 
hemp  fur  cordage  and  sails,  as  likewi.se  iron  for  nails  and  ancliors. 
Ept  without  tar,  jllcli,  and  rosin,  a ship  can  never  be  well  equipped; 
wherefore  ther*;  are  divers  jilaoes  in  this  country"^  near  the  sea  and 
great  rivers,  which  were  otherwise  useless,  being  the  most  sandy  bar- 
I'cn  ])arts  of  the  country,  v.  Iiereia  tliat  tree  grows  w-bicli  produces  all 
fboso  materials  for  naval  aivliitoeturo ; the  same  tree  likeuvise  pro- 
duces imrpenti’.e,  whieli  i'^  no  contemptible  commodity.  Tin's  tree 
being  j'vu-,  a ves^id  t on voidemlly  fastened  unto  or  jilaced  under 

tlio  a|)ertur(‘,  (iio  turi>uitine  d:,-lils  I'leiuilVdly  into  it.  If  cut,  and  a 
hole  made  under  the  tree  in  tlio  .^and  (for  in  that  .soil  it  gonetaiUy 

Lots'or  i M'rviajia  cdcliratcl  lor  its  rore^t;;  of  live  oak  and  pine  ivee.s. 
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grows),  the  turpentine,  by  the  infiuenco  of  the  air  and  sim,  without; 
any  further  trouble,’ beeouies  good  rosin.  Pitcli  and  tar  are  made  b}” 
cutting  the  dry  trees  into  scantlings,  and  taking  the  knots  of  old  trees 
fallen,  and  the  rest  of  the  wood  rotted,  burning,  as  you  here  make 
charcoal,  covering  with  turf,  and  leaving  orifices  for  as  much  air  as 
will  keep  the  fire  from  extinguishiiig.  d'he  moisture,  partly  aqueous, 
partly  bituminous,  runs  by  a gentle  descent  into  a pit;  what  swims 
is  tar,  which,  inilamed  to  a certain  degree  and  extinguished,  is  pitch. 

I suppose  it  will  not  seem  a grievance  for  us  to  buikl  ships  in  this 
country  to  bring  home  our  native  commodities,  when  it  is  allowed  in 
other  plantations,  and  supposed  to  save  us  a vast  expense  of  boards, 
masts,  yards,  &c.,  -wliich  were  formerly  brought  us  from  Norway  and 
Svredeu,  where  it  is  ^Yeli  known  that  three  parts  in  four  are  payed  for 
in  ready  money,  and  not  a fourtli  in  our  own  native  commodities  or 
manufactures.  Besides  the  pitelq  tar,  rosin,  and  lurpcntiDG,  the  pro- 
duce of  the  trees  before  mentioned,  the  ashes  which  remain,  with  a 
very  small  accession,  and  little  trouble,  will  make  potash,  no  con- 
temptible commodity,  and  which  costs  England  eyery  yQiir  to  foreign 
parts  (as  I have  been  informed  by  competent  judges)  above  fifty  thou- 
sand pounds.  ]>ut  I will  not  insist  further  hereon,  or  manifest  what 
great  quantities  hereof  may  easily  be  made,  and  how  much  stronger 
than  most  of  that  y;e  import  from  Piussia,  Livonia,  Courlaiid,  Prussia, 
Sweden,  Norway,  and  other  countries,  we  having  so  many  other  valua- 
ble commodities  to  employ  our  time  and  labor  about. 

The  mention  of  potash,  so  much  used  by  soap-boilers  and  dyers, 
brings  to  mind  st-veral  materials  for  dyeing.  This  country  anords  log- 
vrood,  otherwise  called  Campcachy  wood,  and  many  other  dyeing  woods, 
fustic,  ckc.,  which,  divers  who  tried  tliora,  afurm  arc  not  inferior  to 
those  growing  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  gulf,  in  the  Spanish  domin- 
ions, Ayhence  we  have  hitlierto  received  them,  with,  much  charge, 
hazard,  a.nd  trouble.  There  are  besides  tlie  woods  in  this  country, 
dlvews  shrub.5  and  plants,  whose  roots,  even  as  used  by  the  Indians, 
dye  the  fine.st  aiid  most  durable  dlors,  black,  yelkn,vq  blue,  and  e-'pe- 
cially  red;  wliivli  if  jilantcd  and  cultivated,  as  mather  wood  :md  saf- 
fj’on  amongst  us,  might  jwobably  be  liencficial  unto  the  umlei takers. 

Some  ]iet>ons  are  very  imjuisitive  whether  (his  country  })rocb!CCS 
gems.  1 }ir('(end  not  to  the  knowledge  of  diamonds,  rubies  and  ba- 
lasses,  sapphires,  emn-alds  or  chrysolites;  all  tha.t  liave  come  to  m\ 
knowledge  are  ameihysts,  of  which  ihore  are  very  lijie  and  large,  and 
to  tlie  west,  turiujisesq  thought  to  be  as  large  and  gr»od  as  any  in  the 
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known  woi-ld  ; aiul  possibly  upon  inquiry  and  diligent  searclq  others 
may  be  found. 

liave  an  account  of  lapis  lazuli^  which  is  an  indication,  as 
my  masters  gi-ncrally  aOirm,  that  gold  is  not  far  off.  1 never  did  see 
or  hoar  of  any  lapis  lazuli  extraordinarily  good,  but  had  vi.sible  streaks 
or  veins  of  juire  gold.  J’ut  tliough  it  is  not  ordinarily  reckoned 
amongst  ptvedous  stones,  yet,  if  good  in  its  kind,  it  is  sold  for  its 
weight  in  g"hl,  to  make  that  glorious  azure  called  ultramarine,  with- 
out which  no  marvelous  and  durable  painting  can  be  made.  And 
Monsieur  Tuniefort,  in  his  voyage  to  the  Levant,  observes  that  be- 
sides that  bizuli  is  fumdin  g<jld  mines,  there  seems  to  be  in  this  stone 
some  thread > of  g'«hl  as  it  v/ere  still  uiicorruptcd. 

I had  alu!0-t  forgotten  to  communicate  two  commoditie.s,  one  for  the 
health,  tbe  oiIkt  fur  the  d('fence  of  our  bodies.  The  former  is  a 
shrub  called  ('as'ine,  much  \ised  and  eelchratcd  by  tbe  natives,  the 
leaves  whereof  diied  will  keep  very  long,  of  which  several  people 
have  hai]  man}'  year^’  experience.  The  Indians  drink  plentifully 
thereof  (as  we  do  tea  in  Lurope,  and  the  . Chinese,  from  whom  it  is 
ex})ortcd),  mure  es})ecia1l3'  vrhcii  they  undertake  long  and  demgerous 
expeditions  agam.'A  their  enemies,  affirming  it  takes  aveay  Imnger, 
thirst,  weai'ihe.'S,  and  that  tormenting  pnission,  fear,  for  twenty-four 
hours.  Ami  none  ane.'ug-i  them  are  allowed  to  drink  it  but  those 
who  liavo  well  de.'crved  by  tludr  military  achievements,  or  othervrise 
obtained  tlie  favor  of  tlu'ir  petty  roytelets. 

Tbe  latter  is  saltjtetre,  whicli  may  probably  be  here  procured  chcop 
and  plentifully,  tlicre  boing  at  certain  seasons  of  tbe  year  most  pro- 
digious iliglits  ol:  pigi'oiis,  1 have  been  assured  by  some  who  have 
seen  tliem,  aliovc  a league  long,  and  half  as  broad.  These  come, 
man}'-  flocks  siiccossiveiy.  miieh  tlie  same  course,  roo.st  upon  trees  in 
such  number  that  they  often  break,  the  houglis  and  leave  jirodigious 
heaps  of  dung  behind  them;  from  which,  with  good  management  and 
very  little  expeii.se,  great  quantities  of  tlie  best  saltpetre  may  bo  ex- 
tracted. 

Having  given  an  aecount  ut  the  must  valuable  animals  and  vege- 
tables this  country  pru  luc-,  for  food  and  utlicr  u.sc.q  as  well  as  ina- 
tcri'als  fur  trade  and  manula'  ture,  some  ulio  lia\e  heard  or  read  of  tlie 
imnn  ii.-'i'  rielie<  in  geld  anu  silver  tliat  are  amuiall}'  exported  from 
lAru,  -Mu.M'jUj  .and  utlier  territories  of  the  S})aniards  in  Air.eriea  to 
Spain,  ail!  lU  ihe  iiu  I'-iil.le  quantities  of  g;uld  (hat  liave  1-een  im- 
[KUti'd  Ifum  i.nazil  in*.,,  j’urtugal  lor  above  thirty  years  past  (the 
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benefit  of  wbicli  all  the  world  knows  vrg  have  shared  in),  will  bo 
ready  to  inquire  Avbetlier  the  like  mines  exist  in  this  country? 
'Wbercimto  it  may  be  answered,  ^yere  tlierc  no  such  mines,  yet  where 
tliere  is  so  good,  rich,  fertile  land,  so  pure  and  healthful  an  air  and 
climate,  such  an  abundance  of  all  things  for  food  and  raiment,  xalu- 
ablc  materials  for  domestic  and  foreign  trade,  tliese  advantages  alone, 
if  industriously  improved,  and  prudently  managed,  will  in  tlic  event 
bring  in  gold  and  silver,  by  the  balance  of  trade,  as  in.  the  ease  of 
England  and  Holland;  who,  without  mines  of  gold  or  silver,  arc 
perhaps  the  richest  nations,  for  the  quantity  of  land  tliey  ])osscss,  and 
Dumber  of  inhabitants,  in  tlie  wdiole  commercial  world.  And  it  is 
W'ell  known,  that  we,  and  some  other  industrious  Europeans  receive, 
in  exchange  for  our  commodities,  the  greatest  part  of  the  wealth  which 
comes  in  bullion  from  the  West  Indies,  either  to  Spain  or  Portugal. 
But  not  to  discourage  any  whose  genius  inclines  them  to  the  discovery 
and  working  of  mines,  I will  add,  who  knows  but  we  may  have  here 
as  rich  as  any  in  the  known  wmrld?  APho  hath  searched?  as  Tacitus 
said  of  Germany  in  the  height  of  the  .Tiomau  empire.  I mean  the 
reign  of  the  great  Trajan,  sixteen  hmidrcd  years  since.  Yet  after- 
wards tlicre  were  found  gold,  silver,,  lead,  tin,  copper,  quiclcsilver, 
spelter,  antimony,  vitriol,  the  best  in  the  W’orld,  blue,  green,  and 
white;  ])esidcs  many  other  mineral  productions,  which  arc  now 
wrought  to  the  groat  advantage  of  divers  sovereign  princes  and  their 
subjects. 

But  to  make  a more  particular  reply  to  such  suggestions,  they 
may  he  as.-ured  that  co[)per  is  in  abundance,  and  so  fine  that  it  is 
found  in  jfiafes,  bits,  and  pieces  very  ])uve  without  melting,  of  winch 
considerable  quantities  have  l)ecn  gathered  on  the  surface  of  the  earth. 
And  they  who  have  tried  some  of  the  ore,  affirm  by  connnon  methods 
it  gives  :*b'3vc  forty  per  cent.  The  famous  Adonzo  Barba,  Avho  bath 
given  ‘in  aJnjirahle  account  of  the  mines'''  the  Spaniards  have  disco- 
vered in  America,  and  tlic  ways  of  w’orking  them,  assures  us  that  bc- 
sidc.s  the  minc.s  abounding  in  that  }netal  near  the  surface  of  the  earth, 
tl'cy  foinnl,  digging  dveper,  that  they  proved  the  richest  silver  mines 
they  have  hitherto  di.-eovered.  And  all  agree,  the  gold  extracted  out 
of  copper  is  lim  r,  of  a higher  tincture,  or  3uorc  carats,  tlian  tliat  cx- 
traetrd  from  silvi'r  or  any  otlu'r  nu-t;d,  and  that  without  tlie  tedious 
s of  ]>nrning  scvt'ral  times  hefure  melting,  employed  constantly, 

* SilviT,  ropiHT,  and  load  ininrs  ;\lx>inid  in  Texas,  lA)uisiana,  and  'Mis-^onri; 
gold  anil  <’uieK’''d\ er  in  (.’aHCoinia. 


272 


rnSTOillCAL  COLLECTIONS  OF  LOUISIANA. 


ill  order  to  the  extracting  ^copper;  by  Swedes  and  other  European 
nations. 

Load  is  there  in  groat  quantities.  AYliat  has  already  been  disco- 
vered is  more  than  sufficient  for  common  use^  and  the  ore  affords  sixty 
per  cent. 

I need  not  perhaps  mention  coal,  the  country  so  much  abounding 
in  wood.  Lut  becoise  in  some  cases  that  may  be  more  useful  and 
proper  than  W(Mjd,  I will  add  that  in  many  places  there  are  known  to 
be  mines  of  pit  cki],  like  that  we  have  from  Scotland,  Wales,  and  some 
of  our  inland  countries  in  England. 

Iron  ore  is  in  :*hundancc  of  places  near  the  surface  of  the  earth; 
and  some  parts  rtroducc  iron  little  inferior  to  steel  in  goodness,  and 
useful  in  many  case.''  wliercin  steel  is  commonly  employed,  as  divers 
attest  who  )iav(3  made  trials  tlicrcof. 

This  country  affords  another  profitable  commodity  or  mineral,  wdiicdi 
is  quicksilver.  liave  knowledge  of  two  mines,  one  on  tlie  west, 

the  other  on  the  east  of  the  Great  Liver,  and.  doubtless  many  more 
might  be  found  if  iui paired  after.  Tlie  natives  make  no  other  use 
thereof  than  to  ]>ainl  their  faces  and  bodies  therewith  in  time  of  war, 
and  groat  fe.stivals.  This  we  call  quicEsilver  is  the  mother  of  quick- 
silver, or  the  mineral  out  of  which  it  is  extracted,  and  is  a rock  of  a 
scarlet  or  jmrpile  color;  whicli  being  brolrc  and  distilled  into  earthen 
pots,  the  ncck.s  wh(.'reof  are  p'Ut  into  other.s  almost  full  of  water,  the 
latter  for  the  greater  j.  irt  of  each  of  them  in  the  ground,  then  are 
placed  in  row.s,  almo.-t  contiguous,  covered  witli  spray  wmod,  which 
burning  drives  the  quick'llvor  by  descent  out  of  the  mineral  into  the 
^Ya^cr.  Three  or  four  men  will  tend  some  thousands  of  these  pots. 
The  great  troul'Ie  i'  in  digging;  id!  the  expense  not  amounting  unto 
a tenth  jairt  of  tiio  vabio  of  the  produce. 

And  it  is  generally  oh^orved  by  all  who  write  well  ou  mines,  metals, 
and  iiiiiicrals,  that  thouLdi  silu-r  bo  often  found  where  there  is  no 
cinnabar  of  quid,  -ilvor  in  it';  neighborhood,  yet  cinnabar  Is  rarely 
fouml  but  silver  nuties  are  tiear.  'J'his  cinnabar  or  vermilion,  though 
a good  comuiodity  in  it -oil  iti  { .uropo  and  among  the  savages,  for  some 
];ickcd  cho.'^cn  jiiec«'S.  isrhivlly  valnahio  for  the  quicksilver  it  ])roduccs, 
e.-peckill}’  it  wo  ever  oht;iin  ;v  fiv.;  trade  with  the  S]>aniards,  and  will 
I’e  beyond  all  cNo.-pti-ui  }nr  nur  and  their  mutual  benefit ; for  most 
ot  the  .'-ilvor  ore  in  Anu  ric.t,  mixed  wuh.  (piicksilver,  pu'oduces  almost 
d('uldo  the  <pa mt.o.y  ol  Jiiotal  it.  wouh]  do  only  Ijy  melting;  so  that 
the  bpanurd.'-  haw.*  annually  six  (>r  right  thousand  quintals  or  hun- 
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drcd  weight,  brought  unto  them  from  the  bottom  of  the  Adriatic  Gulf 
out  of  the  territories  of  the  Emperor,  and  the  Yenetiaus,  viz : from 
Lstria,  Stjria,  Carinthia,  Carniola,  Friuli,  and  Dalmatia.  Ym  can  sell 
it  them,  and  deliver  it  for  half  what  that  costs  Avhich  comes  from  Eu- 
rope, they  being  witbin  six  or  eight  days’  sail  of  the  place  where  it  is 
produced.  And  for  Mexico  we  can  deliver  it  for  the  mines  in  Xew^ 
Biscay,  Ac.,  in  the  Elver  of  Palms  or  Bio  Bravo,  otherwise  called  the 
Biver  of  Escondido:  as  also  by  the  Biver  of  the  lIoumas(Bed  Biver), 
which  enters  the  Meschacebc,  one  hundred  leagues  from  its  mouth, 
on  the  west  side,  after  a course  of  above  five  hundred  miles  It  is  a 
very  large  deep  river,  navigable  at  least  three  hundred  miles  by  ships; 
afterwards  unto  its  heads  by  barques  and  fiat  bottomed  boats,  having 
no  falls.  It  proceeds  from  that  narrow  ridge  of  low  mountains  which 
divides  this  country  and  the  Province  of  IMexico.  The  hills  may  be 
-passed  not  only  by  men  and  horses  but  also  by  wagons,  in  less  than 
half  a day.  On  tlie  other  side  are  small  navigable  rivers,  wliich  after 
a short  course  of  thirty  or  forty  miles,  empty  themselves  into  the 
abovesaid  Bio  }lravo,  which  comes  from  the  most  nortlierl}"  part  of 
New  Mexico,  in  thirty-eight  degrees  of  latitude,  and  enters  the  sea  at 
the  N.  Y' . end  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  in  twenty-seven  degrees  of 
latitude. 

Tjjerc  is  also  another  easy  passage,  to  the  northern  part  of  New 
Mexico,  by  the  Yellow  Biver,  which  about  sixty  miles  above  its  mouth, 
is  divided  into  two  great  branches;  or  rather  those  tAvo  branches  form 
that  great  river,  Avhich  is  no  less  than  the  jBeschacebe,  Avhere  they 
are  united.  The  north  branch  proceeds  from  the  north-west,  and  is 
called  (lie  Bviver  of  the  i^lassorites  (Missouri),  from  a great  nation  wlio 
live  thereon.  The  other,  which  comes  from  the  west  and  by  south, 
is  named  the  Bi\er  of  the  Ozages,  a populous  nation  of  that  name 
inhabiting  on  its  bauhs;  and  their  lieads  pi-oceed  from  the  aforesaid 
liills,  Avhich  part  the  1/rovince  of  New  Mexico  from  Oarohuia,  and 
are  easily  ]uissablc ; as  are  those  foremontioned  of  the  Biver  of  tin 
Ilounias,  which  nuiy  be  I'laiidy  discerned  by  the  map  or  chart  here- 
unto annexed. 

But  all  tins  is  insignificant  to  our  Plutonists,  whom  nothing  Avid 
satisfy  besides  gold  aiiii  silver;  I Avill  therefore  here  declare  all  1 
hnow,  or  have  received  from  credihle  ])ersons,  and  Avill  not  add  a 
tittle."'^'  d am  Aveli  infonuedof  a place,  from  AvhcJice  the  indian.s  have 

* The  early  l''rt  nch  e.\  [ilori’i  s .sent  to  Dmisiun.a  were  among  the  lirst 
on  the  mineral  icjuous  oJ'  ilii?  province,  ami  Lake  Sui)oriur. 
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l)rour'-])t  a metal  (not,  well  indeed  refined),  and  that  di\-crs  times^ 
which,  purified,  pro/liiced  two  parts  silver.  And  I have  an  accoimt 
from  another,  wlio  was  with  the  Indians,  and  had  from  them  inform 
masses  of  such  like  silver,  and  very  fine  pale  copix^r,  though  ahovo 
two  Imndred  miles  from  the  country  where  the  forementioned  was 
found.  1 have  by  mo  letters  from  New  Jersey,  written  many  years 
since  l.iy  a ) -or, son  very  well  skilled  in  the  reSning  of  metals,  signify- 
ing, that  divers  years  successively,  a fellow  who  was  there  of  little 
esteem,  t<xA  a fancy  to  ramhle  with  the  Indians  beyond  the  hills 
which  .M-jearate  that  colony  and  New  York  from  this  conntry;  he 
always  hrouglit  home  with  hl)a  a bag,  as  heavy  as  ho  could  "well  carry,  of 
dust,  or  rather  small  j>articles  of  divers  sorts  of  metals,  very  ponderous. 
'When  nu  ltcd,  it  aj)peared  a mixture  of  metals,  unto  which  they  could 
assign  no  certain  denomination-  but  perceived  by  many  trials  that  it 
contained  lead,  copper,  and  ^Yhcll  refined,  above  a third  part  silver  and 
gold;  fer  though  the  gold  was  the  least  in  (juantity,  yet  it  was  con- 
sidemhlc  in  vaJue;  which  is  easy  discovered  by  anj  tolerable  artist 
of  a iviincr,  who  knows  lio\7  to  separate  gold  and  silver,  and  wdiat 
proportion  ihe  mass  contains  of  each.  There  were  great  pains  taken 
to  luing  thi-'  feilovr  to  discover  wliere  he  had  this,  I may  call,  treasure, 
it  serving  him  to  drink  and  sot  till  he  rvent  on  another  expedition; 
but  neitlivr  promi.'os  nor  iniportumities  would  prevail.  Rome  made 
him  driml:,  y.t  h.e  still  kept  his  secret.  All  they  could  ever  fish  out 
of  liim  was,  tliai  ab'»ut  three  hundred  leagues  south-west  of  Jersey, 
at  a certain  season  (J  tlie  year,  there  fell  great  torrents  of  water  from 
some  inouiuains — I su]>pose  from  rains- — which  being  passed  over,  the 
Indians  v. a>hed  tiie  sand  or  earth  some  distance  belcuv  the  falls, hind 
in  the  bottiun  remained  tins  medley  of  metals,  \bhich  brings  to 
mind  wloit  Inopencd  lately  in  Brazil.  Several  Bortuguesc  being 
guilty  of  heinous  crimes,  or  afraid  of  the  resentment  of  po^vel■ful 
enemies,  retreat^]  from  their  habitations  to  the  mountains  of  St.  Iktul, 
as  they  cab-  d theta,  lying  in  between  t\vent_y  atid  thirty  degrees  of 
south  la'itud'.-,  al'ovi:-  two  hundred  miles  from  their  nearest  ])hmt;i- 
lions,  and  yearly  increasing,  .at  hmgth  tbrnted  a government  among.st 
thetnselves.  h >me  iiUjUi-ltive  person  perceiving,  in  divers  places, 
somewliat  g;i>ter.  .-Jtoi-  the  canals  of  tlie  torrents  ])roduced  ]»v  great 
laiiu",  a'  .-i  (■••lia'.n  lime  iha  year,  wore  dry,  u]>on  trial  fourel  it 
,pj.ie  > :n  I atnl  l.ltb  iteim:  wa.died  away)  very  fine  gold.  They  having, 
upcm  coil-tilt ■uim,  ama-ved  a good  (luantlty  thcreef,  made  tlioir  peace 
With  the  King  ol  i'ovtugal,  and  arc  a peculiar  jurisdiction,  paying 


COXE’s  (LOUISIANA)  CAROL/iNA. 


275 


the  King  his  quint  or  fifth,  ^vh!ch  is  reserved  in  all  grants  of  the  Croinr 
of  Spain  and  Portugal  j and  arc  constantly  supplied  by  the  merchants 
for  ready  mone}’  v.ith  Avhatsoever  commodities  they  v;ant,  And  1 
am  informed  by  divers  credible  persons,  who  have  long  lived  in 
Portugal,  that  from  tliis  othenvise  contemptible  useless  couutr^q  is 
brought  by  every  Prazil  fleet  above  twelve  hundred  and  fift}’-  thousand 
pounds  sterling,  only  in  gold.  ’\\"ho  knows  but  what  happened  to 
them,  may  one  lime  or  other,  in  like  manner,  happen  to  the  future 
inhabitants  of  this  country,  not  yet  cultivated,  fully  discovered  or  ran- 
sacked by  Eurojicans? 

There  are  in  divers  parts  of  this  province,  orpiment,  and  sandaraeha 
in  great  qijantity^  and  all  the  wnnters  on  metals  and  minerals  afiirm, 
they  not  only  contain  gold,  hut  where  they  are  found  they  are  generally 
the  covering  of  mines  of  gold  or  silver. 

But  suppose  all  that  preceded  is  conjecture,  imposture,  or  visionary, 
what  I now  suggest  deserves  great  attention,  and  when  the  country 
is  settled,  may  invite  the  best  beads  and  longest  purses  to  combine, 
at  least,  to  make  a fair  trial  of  wbat  tbe  Spaniards  attempted  upon 
naked  conjectures. 

Tbe  mines  of  New  Biscay,*  Gallicia  and  New  I^Iexico,  out  of  which 
such  vast  quantities  of  silver  is  yearly  sent  to  Spain,  besides  wbat  is 
detained  for  tbeir  domestic  utensils,  wherein  they  are  very  magnificent, 
lie  contiguous  to  this  country  — to  say  nothing  of  gold,  whereof 
they  have  considerable  quantities,  though  not  proportionable  in  bulk 
or  value  to  tlie  silver.  Jfut  there  is  a ridge  of  bills  which  run  almost 
due  nortli  and  south  between  their  couutrj^  and  ours,  not  tliirt}'  miles 
broad,  and  in  divers  places,  for  many  miles,  abounding  with  silver 
mines,  more  tluin  they  can  work,  for  'want  of  native  Spaniards,  and 
Negroes.  Ami,  wliieh  is  very  remarkable,  they  nnanimoiisly  aftliin, 
the  further  )i'>rtli,  the  richer  the  mines  of  silver  are.  ^Yhich  brings 
to  mind  what  bolybius,  Liv^q  Pliny,  and  many  other  of  the  Greek 
and  Bomau  lii^torians,  and  writers  of  natural  Instory  unanimouslv 
report;  tlud  the  rich  mines  in  Spain,  upon  uhieh  the  Catliaginian.s 
so  much  d‘'j>ended,  and  whicli  greatly  enriched  them,  were  in  the 
Asturias  and  byrenean  mountaiim',  tlie  most  northerly  ])art  of  Spain, 
and  in  a muJi  guvatfr  nortlieni  latitude  than  the  iiirtlicst  mines  of 
.New  Mexiei!,  near  their  e:q)ital  city  Santa  Fee,  situate  in  about  thirly- 
six  degrees.  Nut  hut  that  tlicrc  aie  more  ami  richer  mines  more 


• The  silvt  iniiit'j  of  St.  IhirlK-,  in  the  (haulaloui'e  niuur.triius,  tire  ?nid  b}' 
travelers  to  b-’  tiinoM;;  tlio  jiebcfct  in  tlie  world. 
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liortlicrly  than  Santa  Foe,  but  they  are  hindered  from  working  them  by 
throe  or  four  populous  and  well  policed  nations,  who  have  beat  the 
Spaniards  in  many  rencounters,  not  to  say  battles;  and  for  a hundred 
years  they  have  not  been  able,  by  their  own  confession,  to  gain  from 
them  one  inch  of  ground. 

]diny  in  jcirticular  affirms,  that  every  year  twenty  thousand  pounds 
of  gold  were  hrought  from  their  mines  in  Spain:  and  that  one  mine 
called  Bcbollo,  from  t’ne  first  discoverer,  yielded  to  Hannibal  every 
day  three  hundred  ]>ound3  weight  of  silver,  besides  a very  rich  copi- 
ous mine  of  minlino,  ciimabaris,  or  vermilion,  the  mother  of  quick- 
silver, out  of  wliich  only  it  is  extracted.  He  adds,  that  the  Eomans 
continued  to  work  these  mines  unto  his  time,  which  was  about  three 
hundred  years;  but  they  were  not  tlien  so  profitable,  by  reason  of  sub- 
tcrraneal  waters,  which  gave  them  much  trouble,  they  having  then 
digged  fifteen  Imndred  paces  into  the  mountain.  Eut  what  is  very 
remarkable  and  to  «>ur  jiresent  purpose,  these  mines  were  not  in  the 
most  southerly  or  middle  parts  of  Spain,  but  as  above  to  the  north- 
ward. Xovr  1 desire  any  intelligent  person,  skillful  in  mineral  afiairs, 
to  assign  a jwobalile  reason  why  we,  who  are  on  that  side  of  the  ridge 
of  iiills  obverted  to  the  rising  sun,  ivhicli  was  always  (how  justly  I 
Jmow  not)  reekoiu'd  to  abound  in  metals  and  minerals,  more  than 
those  ex}>osed  to  the  setting  sun,  may  not  hope  for  and  expect  as 
many  and  as  l irh  mines,  us  any  the  Spaniards  are  masters  of,  on  the 
other  or  west  .‘^ide  of  tlieso  mountains?  Especially  since  several  of  the 
Spanish  liistonans  and  naturalists  observe,  that  the  mines  on  tlie 
eastern  side  of  iIjc  mountain  of  Fotosi  in  Peru,  arc  much  more  nu- 
merous and  rich  than  those  on  the  western. 
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AN  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  DISCOVERY 


SOME  NEW  COUNTRIES  AND  NATIONS 

■ ' . IX 

NORTH  AMERICA, 

' ‘ ' IN  1673, 

BY  PEKE  MARQUETTE*  AND  SIEUll  JOLIET. 

TRANSLATED  FRONI  THE  FRENCH. 


I EMBARKED  with  M.  JolIet,  who  had  been  chosen  to  conduct  this 
enterprise,  on  tlie  l otli  May,  1673,  with  five  other  Frenchmen,  in  tvro 
J4  c.  <^  u -fs-  5 

* Father  Jost'^'h  Marquette,  an  illustrious  French  Nlissionary,  of  noble  birth^ 
was  lx>rn  in  Picardy,  France,  . Previous  to  his  discovery  of  the  Mississippi  he 
lutd  re''ided  in  Canada,  where  he  acquired  a knowledge  of  the  languages  of  the 
principal  Indin n tribes  who  lived  in  the  regions  about  the  lakes. 

These  Indiafis  liad  given  liim  from  time  to  time  accounts  of  a Great  River 
of  the  V/est,  which  they  called  Mescha>eebe,  or  the  Great  river;  Namese-sipoti, 
or  t!ie  River  of  the  ]’d<hes.  W'hile  others  called  it  Chuca-gua,  Sassa-goula,  and 
JMala-baiichi.  It  has  !>eeii  subsequently  called  by  the  Spaniards  La  Palisstule, 
Rio  E;cx>ndido;  and  by  the  French  Colbert,  and  sometimes  St.  Louis.  It  soon 
became  a matter  of  curious  speculation  wdiat  course  this  river  pursueil,  an<l 
at  what  place  it  di'c.uilx/gued  itself  into  the  sea.  In  order,  therefore,  to  estab- 
lish this  jv.jint,  ;is  v.  ell  as  to  close  his  career  with  some  brilliant  discovery 
before  he  r/Rurtu'd  to  Fratice,  Itl.  Talon  planned  an  expedition  to  explore  it 
to  its  mouth.  For  this  jturpose  he  selected  M.  Joliet,  a merchtini  of  Clnebec, 
to  conduct  l!te  enterpri-e  ; a man  of  inTelligctice,  of  greul  expeiirnee  in  Indian 
aDairs,ai!il  who  j>o- 'C;.<<.‘d  a hold  and  eiicrgctic  sjurit.  IL;  ttlso  asiociateil  with 
hi’ii  I'ather  .Murqncitv,  who  luui  been  long  and  favorably  known  to  the  Indians 
by  his  missiouary  lalxus.  • 

They  accordiiigly  set  out  on  a voyage  of  discovery  on  the  ilhh  May,  1073.  Ot. 
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bark  canoes.*  We  laiJ  in  some  Indian  corn  and  smoked  beef  for  onr 
voyage.  We  first  took  care,  however,  to  draw  from  the  Indians  all 
tlie  information  we  could,  concerning  the  countries  through  wliich  we 
designed  to  travel,  and  drew  up  a map,  on  which  we  n^arked  down  the 
rlver.s,  nations,  and  j'.oiuts  of  the  compass  to  guide  us  in  our  journey. 
The  fir.st  nation  vre  eaiue  to  wiis  called  the  Follcs-Avoines,f  or  the 
nation  of  icild  oafA.  1 entered  their  river  to  visit  them,  as  I had 
preached  among  them  some  years  before.  The  wild  oats,  from  which 
they  derive  their  name,  grows  spontaneously  in  their  country.  They 
grow  in  inarsliy  ground,  and  arc  not  unlike  our  European  oats.  The 
grain  is  not  thicker  than  ours,  hut  it  is  twice  as  long,  and  therefore  it 
yields  much  more  meal.  It  makes  its  appearance  in  June  and  does 

his  return  Father  M:ir<(Uette  wrote  an  accoimt  of  his  voyage,  wliich  he  sent 
to  France,  where  it  v\  .'is  puhlislicd  in  IGSl,  In  every  point  of  view  this  narra- 
tive is  one  of  the  nio;->i  ainhcntic  and  interesting  which  can  illustrate  the  early 
history  of  Loui^iioia.  h is  related  of  the  Sleur  Joliet  that  lie  also  kept  a journal 
of  lids  cxpc<iition,  vrliicfi  was  aAerwards  lost  by  t)ie  upsetting  of  his  canoe  in 
the  river  St.  Lawr*  nC!  , as  he  was  returning  to  Montreal.  The  French  Govern- 
ment some  years  iij'terwiud?  rewarded  the  ‘Bieur  Joliet  for  this  service,  by  a 
grant  of  the  isilami  cl  Antic^■^ti,  in  tlie  St.  Lawrence,  y 

Nothing  is  known  of  Mai  rjui'ttc  cxccjit  wliat  is  related  ofhitn  by  Cltarlevoix. 
After  roturninc  ftom  this  expedition,  he  locik  up  his  residence  and  pursued  the 
vocation  of  a ini>!>!uuary  aniong  the  Mianiies,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Chicago. 
While  jaissing  by  water  al-ang  ilic  eastern  shore  of  Lake  Michigan,  towards 
Alichiiimackinac.  be  entered  a small  river  on  the  I Sth  IMay,  IG'/ 5.  Having 
landed  lie  cointrnctrd  an  nliar,  performed  mass,  and  then  retired  a short  dis- 
tance into  the  w>«'d.  r'-.pn^-ting  the  two  men  wlio  liad  charge  of  his  canoe  to 
leave  him  alone  fca  hail  rm  hcair,  Wlicn  tlie  time  liad  elapsed  the  men  event 
lo  seek  for  him,  and  Jo.md  him  dead.  Tiicy  were  greatly  surprised  at  this 
event,  but  they  rcnn-mli-ned,  that  when  ho  was  entering  the  river  he  expressed 
a presentiment  that  Iji-  b;-'  would  end  hero.  To  this  day  tlie  river  retains  the 
name  of  .Marquette.  1]^  rennuns  were  removed,  the  year  after  his  death,  to 
the  Catholic  cemetery  a;  M i-'ldlimnckinac. 

* Marquette  and  J li'-t  < point  of  dopartnre  to  discover  the  Missi.=;sippi  River 
was  the  French  pn>-t  at  ,M.  Inliniackina.',  from  whence  they  jnoc'ecded  to  Fox 
River,  Nvliii’ii  lalls  ml  > (<ro>-ii  (T'ottiwoiamie)  Bav.  Fifteen  years  afterwards,  the 
ceh}, rated  traveler,  ha  lie'. tan,  siu  out  liom  the  same  post  to  explore  the  iMis- 
souri  and  St.  Feier-  riO'-i  -. 

j I \''e  . tlie  natin-  givini  hy  the  I'rencii  to  the  “ Mciiotnonics,’’ 

wlio  lived  to  the  t.^  till  > ! i'  e Biy  oi  I’n.■^n^  or  Chccn  Ray.  M'licy  were  Ixaunded 
on  the  iiKitliie,-  the  ( .a  i j q le  v. -ty.x ; on  th-'  somh  by  tludVinncbagoes ; on  tlie 
M'c.-;t  by  the  Sam.^  an  i>'.oiix  Iiahcota  ; aiul  cast  by  the  M itmiics  and  1 tlinois 
indiaiis. 
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not  ripen  until  September.  In  this  month  the  Indians  go  to  shake  tlie 
grain  off  the  ears  in  their  canoeS;  which  easily  falls  if  it  be  ripe,  and 
which  afterwards  serves  them  for  food.  They  dry  it  over  a fire,  then 
pack  it  away  in  a kind  of  sack  made  of  the  skins  of  animals,  and 
having  made  a liolc  in  the  ground  they  put  the  sacks  therein,  and 
tread  upon  it  until  the  chaff  is  separated  from  the  grain,  and  then 
winnow  it.  Afterwards  they  pound  it  in  a mortar  to  reduce  it  into 
meal ; they  then  boil  it  in  water,  and  season  it  with  grease,  vrhich 
makes  it  ver}'  palatable. 

I accpiaintcd  them  with  my  design  of  discovering  other  nations,  to 
preach  to  them  the  mysteries  of  our  liol}^  religion,  at  which  the}'-  were 
much  surpi'iscd,  and  said  all  they  could  to  dissuade  me  from  it.  They 
told  me  I would  moot  with  Indians  v;ho  spare  no  strangers,  and  whom 
they  kill  without  any  provocation  or  mercy;  that  the  war  they  have 
one  with  the  other  would  expose  me  to  he  taken  by  their  warriors,  as 
they  are  constantly  on  the  look-out  to  surprise  their  enemies,  ff'hat 
the  Great  Iliverwas  exceedingly  dangerous,  and  full  of  frightful  mon- 
sters who  devoured  men  and  canoes  together,  and  that  the  heat  was  so 
great  that  it  Avould  positively  cause  our  deatli.  I thanked  them  for 
their  kind  advice,  but  told  them  I would  not  follow  it,  as  the  salvation 
of  a great  many  souls  was  concerned  in  our  undertaking,  for  w'hom  I 
should  be  glad  to  lose  my  life.  I added  that  I defied  their  monsters, 
and  their  information  would  oblige  us  to  keep  more  upon  our  guard 
to  avoid  a surprise.  And  having  prayed  with  them,  and  given  them 
some  instructions,  we  set  out  for  ti)C  of  Puau  (Green  Bay),  where 
our  missionaries  Imd  been  succl:‘.ssful  iri  converting  them.  The  name 
tliey  give  to  tin's  bay  is  preferable  in  tlic  Indian  language  to  ours  ; for, 
according  to  the  word  they  make  use  of,  it  signifies  Sali  Bai/.  It  i.s 
the  name  they  give  to  the  sea.  This  obliged  us  to  inquire  whether 
there  were  any  s;dt  springs  in  their  country,  as  among  the  Iroquois^ 
but  they  could  not  tell  us  of  any. 

Tliis  bay  (Green  Bay)  is  about  thirty  leagues  long,  and  eight  broad 
in  the  greatest  breadtli ; for  it  grows  narrower  and  forms  a cone  at  tlic 
extremity.  It  has  tides  that  flow  and  ebb  as  regular  as  the  sea.  • 
left  tliis  bay  to  go  into  a river  (Box  Bivor)  that  discharges  itself 
therein,  aiid  found  its  mouth  very  broad  :ind  deep.  It  flows  Tory 
gently,  bnf  after  we  had  advanced  some  leagues  into  it  we  found  it 
difficult  to  navigate,  on  account  of  the  rocks  and  the  currents;  \s'0  for- 
tunately oV('i-e;une  all  these  di'ilculties.  It  abounds  in  bustards,  dmkc, 
and  other  liird,'^,  which  are  attmeted  there  by  the  wild  oats,  of  which 
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they  are  very  foud.  ^^c  next  came  to  a village  of  the  idaskoutens,* 
or  nation  of  fire.  Here  I had  the  curiosity  to  taste  some  mineral 
water  which  came  from  a s])riiig  on  tbc  banks  of  the  river,  and  to 
examine  a plant  which  ilie  Indians  had  told  Father  Allouez  was  a 
specific  for  the  bite  of  snakes.  The  root  of  this  plant  is  very  hot, 
and  tastes  like  gimpowdi’r;  they  chew  it,  and  apply  it  to  the  part  of 
the  body  that  has  been  stung.  This  cures  the  wound.  The  snakes 
have  such  an  antipathy  to  this  jdant,  that  tlicy  run  away  from  a man 
who  has  his  body  rubbed  with  it.  It  has  several  stalks  about  a foot 
in  length;  the  leaves  arc  somewhat  long;  the  flow'cr  is  white,  and 
the  whole  looks  like  our  gillitlower.  1 put  one  into  our  canoe  to 
examine  it  at  my  leisure. 

The  French  have  neviT  ])cfore  passed  be^mnd  the  Fay  of  Puans 
(Green  Fay).  This  Jk>ur<j  consists  of  three  several  nations,  viz., 
Miamics,j  3Iaskoutcns,  and  Kickapoos.  The  first  are  more  docile 
than  the  others,  ]>ottcr  farmed,  and  more  liberal.  They  wear  long  hair 
over  their  cars,  whicli  gisi.-s  them  a good  a])pearance.  They  are  es- 
teemed good  warriors,  and  so  cunning  that  they  never  return  from 
their  vmrlike  exenr.-ions  without  Ijoot}*,  They  are  (|uick  to  learn  any- 
thing. Father  Allouc/.t.  toM  me  that  they  vere  so  desirous  to  be  in- 
sb'ucted  that  they  would  u(‘vcr  give  Iiim  any  rest  at  night.  The 

• The  word  Maskc-ulcus  a “ j-r;iirie.'’  'J'hcir  country  lie.s  oir  the  south 

side  of  Fok  River. 

■j"  T.  he  Miamies  "and  the  Illinois  have  heeu  considered  the  same  j^eoplo,  Lom 
ihe  great  atlinity  Letwoon  ihoir  iaru’iiages.  'J  he  Iliinois  consisted  of  five  tribes, 
viz.,  Cahokias,  Kakaskias,  i amari'as,  I’corias,  and  fTctchegamias. 

;};  Father  Claude  a Ui.-tuiguished  French  missionary,  came  to  Canada 

in  IGGo.  In  ld07  lie  (•(amne!i'’ed  liis  missionary  labors  among  the  Cliippcways, 
and  lormed  a ireaiy  of  toMim-ni’<'  and  mutua!  defence  vv'ith  the  Cliippeways, 
Potawatomies,  Sao',  and  Foves,  e.gainst  the  Iroi'iiois.  In  1GG9  he  learned  from 
the  remote  trihes  ol  the  W i--t  the  e.\i'ii-nce  of  the  Groat  River,  ^Mississippi, and 
returned  to  Quebec  to  uigo  t!io  est.dilislimont  of  permanent  missions  among 
them,  as  well  as  to  sf'iid  uiu  a p. arty  to  explore  the  Great  Riv(>r.  As  yet  no 
Ficticlmian  liad  advaiK'ed  b'-y>ind  fox  River  of  Green  Bay.  All  bevond  was 
a region  of  roitiaiice,  un'-mov.  it,  or  mysiiii,.,!  ],y  Imliun  tradition.  The  um 
weariev!  J(  ~uits  of  the  C unoiiv'  eiiurth  were  alwa3's  in  advance  of  civilization. 
Ihe  hi-iory  ol  their  la!>or-,  is  i-Ooin-ctcu  with,  the  origin  of  ever}'  celebrated 
town  in  the  annals  ol'  Fi -■!. -h  .\  meriea  ; not  a river  was  eiiti'rrd,  not  ;i  cape 
wtis  tuniofl,  {>iu  a .b■.■'t!ll  ii  'l  WMV'.  j li,>  eeieini'iiies  of  ibo 

r.atiiob;  chnr.il  ware  eii'mhdt.)  the  remote.  \Vcsl,  'j'he  Fr  ineise.m,  as  a 
immdh-aut  ot.hr  bemg  ix.  in del  from  th.-  m-w ly-discovercd  world,  the  olliee  of 
converting  the  nativ--,  of  Fi an.-  \i  ;i -■  entn.  lc.l  to  the  .loMiils.  They 

plunged  into  the  allairs  o/'  tiieit,  to  miunlain  the  interests  of  the  chiucli. 


283 


«> 


?.r ARQUETTE  AND  JOLIET’s  ACCOUNT. 

]\Iasl;oufens  and  Kickapoos  are  more  ronust,  and.  resemble  our  pea- 
sants more  than  (lie  former.  As  the  bark  of  the  birch  tree  is  scarce 
in  tin's  country,  they  are  obliged  to  inake  their  wigwams  with  rushes, 
whicli  serve  as  well  for  covering  tliem  as  for  walls.  It  must  bo  oyrned 
that  they  are  convenient,  for  they  take  them  down  ami  carry  them 
wherever  they  please,  without  any  trouble. 

Wlicn  I an’ived  tliere  I was  vciy  glad  to  see  a great  cross,  set  up  in 
the  middle  of  the  village,  adorned  with  several  white  skins,  rod  girdle.s, 
bows  and  arrows,  which  the  converted  Indians  Imd  ollered  to  the  great 
hlanitou,  to  return  him  their  thanks  for  the  care  he  had  taken  of  them 
duiing  the  winter,  and  granting  them  a prosperous  hunting.  iManitou 
is  the  naipc  they  give  in  general  to  all  spirits  whom  they  think  to  be 
above  the  nature  of  man.  I took  pleasure  in  looking  at  this  hov.rg. 
It  is  beautifully  situated  on  an  eminence,  from  vrhenee  we  look  over 
an  extensive  prairie,  interspersed  with  groves  of  trees.  The  soil  is 
\ery  fertile,  and  produces  large  crops  of  corn.  Tlie  Indians  also  gather 
large  f|uantities  of  grapes  and  plums.  As  soon  as  wc  had  arrived  we 
assembled  the  chiefs  together,  and  informed  them  that  we  had  been 
sent  by  our  governor  to  discover  new'  countries,  and  teach  them  tlio 
kno^v  ledge  of  their  Creator,  who  being  absolute  jnaster  of  all  Ids 
creatures  will  have  all  nations  to  Imow  him,  and  that  therefore  to 
comply  with  Ids  will  we  did  not  value  our  lives,  and  were  willing  to 
subject  ourselves  to  every  kind  of  danger,  adding  that  wc  wished  them 
to  furnish  ns  with  two  guides,  and  enforced  our  request  with  some 
presents,  which  were  kindly  accepted  by  them,  in  return  for  whicli 
tliey  gave  us  mats,  witli  which  we  made  our  beds  during  the  voyage. 
Titey  also  furidisbcd  us  with  two  guides  to  accomjuiny  us  for  some  days. 

The  next  day,  being  the  10th  of  June,  the  two  guides  (^Jliamics) 
cml)arked  with  us  in  sight  of  all  tlic  village,  who  were  astonished  at 
our  attempting  so  dangerous  an  expedition,  TVe  were  informed  t]>at 
at  three  leagues  from  the  MasJeoutens,  we  should  fmd  a river  wldch 
run.^  into  the  Mississippi,  and  that  wo  were  to  go  to  tlic  wcst-soutli- 
v.'cst  to  find  it,  but  there  were  so  many  inarslms  and  lakes,  that  if  it 
liad  not  been  loj- our  guides  wo  could  not  bavoToimd  it.  The  river 
\)}>on  whicIi  wc  rowed  and  had  to  carry  our  canoes  from  one  to  the 
other,  looked  more  like  a corn-fiCd  than  a river,  insomuch  that  we 
could  hardly  find  its  eiianncl.  As  our  gui<]es  had  been  freqvicntly  at 
this  portagt.*,  they  knew  the  way,  and  bellied  us  to  carry  our  eaiuns 
overland  into  the  officr  river,  disiant  about  t.wo  miles  and  a halt; 
from  \>'hei.icc  they  ndurned  liome,  lotu  ing  us  in  tui  unknown  couuUy, 
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having  nothing  to  rely  upon  but  Divine  Providence.  We  now  left 
the  Vtutcns  which  extend  to  Quebec,  about  five  or  six  hundred  leagiies. 
to  take  tlio.se  wliich  would  lead  us  hereafter  into  strange  lands. 

Before  embarking  we  all  olTored  up  prayers  to  the  Holy  Virgin, 
which  we  continued  to  do  every  morning,  placing  ourselves  and  the 
events  of  tlie  jc.'uniey  under  her  protection,  and  after  having  en- 
couraged each  other,  we  got  into  our  canoes.  The  river  upon  which 
we  embarked  is  called  Mesconsin  CW^isconsin);  the  river  is  very  vnde, 
but  the  sand  bars  make  it  very  diflicult  to  navigate,  which  is  increased 
by  numerous  i.damjs  covered  witli  grape  vines.  The  country  through 
which  it  flows  is  beautiful;  the  groves  arc  so  dispersed  in  the  prairies 
that  it  makes  a noble  prospect ; ami  tlie  fruit  of  the  trees  shows  a fertile 
soil.  Tlic.<e  groves  arc  full  of  walnut,  oak,  and  other  trees  unknovm 
to  us  ill  Kuru{t(‘,  \\'e  saw  neitlier  game  nor  fisli,  but  roebuck  and 
buflaloes  in  great  numbers.  After  leaving  navigated  thirty  leagues 
we  discovercil  .some  in*n  mine.s,  and  one  of  our  company  who  had  seen 
such  mines  before,  said  these  \vcre  very  lieli  in  ore.  They  are  covered 
with  about  three  feet  of  soil,  and  situate  near  a chain  of  rocks,  whose 
base  is  covered  \utli  fmo  timber.  After  having  rowed  ten  leagues 
further,  making  forty  leagues  from  the  place  where  Vfo  had  embarked, 
we  came  into  the  Mi‘^'d>>ippi  on  the  17th  June  (1G73). 

The  moulli  of  tlm  Me.-eon.'iu  ('W'isconsiu)  is  in  about  42^°  N.  lat. 
Behold  us,  then,  u]h);«  this  celebrated  river,  whose  singularities  I have 
attentlveW  studied.  Tlic  Mi.-sissippi  takes  its  rise  in  several  lakes  in 
the  Korth,  Its  (.ba.unel  is  very  narrow  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mescon- 
sin,  and  runs  south  until  it  is  afieetcd  by  very  high  hills.  Its  current 
is  slow,  because  ol  its  d'-pih,  Ju  .sounding  we  found  nineteen  fathoms 
of  water.  A little  tunher  on  it  widens  ncarl}"  three-quarters  of  a league, 
and  tlie  width  coininui.-s  to  be  more  equal.  We  slowly  followed  its 
course  to  the  south  and  south-east  to  the  42°  N.  lat.  Here  wo  per- 
ceived the  country  change  its  ajipearance.  Tliere  were  scarcely  any 
more  woods  or  uiountaifis.  'Ihc  inlands  are  covered  with  fine  trees, 
but  we  could  not  see  any  more  roelmcks,  buflaloes,  bustards,  and 
swans.  ^Ve  met  I’roni  titm-  to  timo  monstrous  fish,  wliicli  struck  so 
violently  agaimst  our  camH's,  that  at  first  wo  took  tliem  to  be  large 
trees,  which  tlireatoned  t->  u]  -vl  us.  AVe  saw  rdso  a liideons  monster; 
his  licad  wa'^  liln*  ili  it  <.■!  n linc'r,  his  nose  was  sharp,  and  somcv.diat 
rcsemlilta)  a uil-h-at;  liis  near<l  was  )<mg;  his  cars  stood  upright;  tlie 
color  of  iiis  brad  was  <.n“iy  ; atid  his  i.eek  black.  He  looked  upon  us 
for  some  time,  hut  :us  we  came  near  him  our  oars  fjigbiened  him  awa^o 
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^Yhen  ^\^(i  threw  our  nets  into  the  water  wc  caught  an  abundance  of 
sturgeons/ and  another  kind  of  fish  like  our  trout,  except  that  the 
eyes  and  nose  are  much  siiiaHcr,  and  they  have  near  the  nose  a bone 
like  a woman’s  busk,  three  inclies  broad  and  a foot  and  a half  long, 
the  end  of  wliich  is  flat  and  broad,  and  when  it  leaps  out  of  the  water 
the  weight  of  it  tlirows  it  ou  its  back. 

Having  descended  the  river  as  far  as  41°  28',  wc  found  that  tin-keys 
took  the  [ilacc  of  game,  and  the  Pisikioiis  that  of  oilier  animals.  We 
call  the  Pisikious  wild  buffaloes,  because  they  very  much  resemble  our 
domestic  oxen  ; they  are  not  so  long,  but  twice  as  large.  Wc  sliot  one 
of  them,  and  it  was  as  much  as  thirteen  men  could  do  to  drag  liim 
from  the  place  where  he  fell.  They  have  an  enormous  head,  their 
forehead  is  broad  and  fiat,  and  their  horns,  between  which  there  is  at 
least  a foot  and  a half  distance,  are  all  black  and  much  longer  than  our 
Eurojrean  oxen.  They  have  a hump  on  the  back,  and  their  head, 
breast,' and  a part  of  the  shoulders  are  covered  wdth  long  hair.  They 
have  in  the  middle  of  their  forehead  an  ugly  tuft  of  long  hair,  which, 
falling  down  over  their  eyes,  blinds  them  in  a manner,  and  makes 
them  look  hideous.  The  rest  of  the  body  is  covered  with  curled  hair, 
or  l atlier  wool  like  our  sheep,  hut  much  thicker  and  stronger.  They 
shed  their  hair  in  summer,  aud  their  skin  is  as  soft  as  velvet,  leaving 
nothing  hut  a short  down.  The  Indians  use  their  skins  for  cloaks, 
wdiicli  tlicy  paint  -with  figures  of  several  colors.  Their  fiesh  and  fat  is 
excellent,  and  the  best  dish  of  the  Indians,  wlio  kill  a great  many  of 
them.  I'hey  arc  very  fierce  and  dangerous,  and  if  they  can  hook  a 
man  with  tlicir  horns,  they  toss  him  up  and  tlien  tread  upon  liim.  The 
Indians  liidc  themselves  when  they  shoot  ^at  them,  otherwise  they 
would  bo  in  great  danger  of  losing  their  lives.  They  follow  them  at 
great  distances  till,  by  loss  of  blood,  they  arc  unable  to  hurt  or  defend 
themsclvt’s.  They  graze  upon  the  hanks  of  rivers,  and  I have  seen 
four  liundred  in  a herd  together. 

We  coulinned  to  descend  tlie  river,  not  knowing  -where  w^c  w'cro 
going,  and  liaving  made  an  himdrcd  leagues  without  seeing  ai/ything 
but  wild  boe.sts  and  lurds,  and  being  on  our  guard  landed  at  night 
to  make  our  lire  and  prepare  our  i-epast,  and  then  left  the  shore  to  an- 
chor in  the  river,  while  one  of  us  watched  by  turns  to  ]n’cvent  a surprise. 
Wc  Went  soutli  and  south-west  until  we  found  om-solves  in  about  the 
latitude  nf  lo'-^  and  some  minutes,  having  rowed  more  than  sixdy  leagues 
since  we  eiit'-i-ed  the  river.  On  the  25(11  June  we  went  a.-lna-e,  and 
found  S'uue  traces  of  men  upon  the  sand,  and  a palli  which  led  into  a 
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large  prairie.  judged  it  led  to  a)i  Indian  village^  and  concluded 

to  examine  it.  • We  therefore  left  oiu’  canoes  in  charge  of  our  men, 
Tfliile  M.  Juliet  and  1 v/eut  to  cx]>lore  it;  a bold  imdcrtahing  for  two 
men  in  a savage  cnirntry.  We  followed  this  little  path  in  silence  about 
two  leaifues,  wlien  we  discovered  a village  on  the  banks  of  a river,  and 
two  Olliers  (»n  a iiil!  about  half  a league  from  the  first.  Mm  now  com- 
mended our'advo.s  (o  (tod,  and  having  implored  his  help,  we  came  so 
near  to  the  Indian^  tliat  v;e  could  hear  them  talk.  MM.  now  thought' 
it  time  to  inahc.  oursulves  known  to  them  by  screaming  aloud.  At 
the  sound  of  our  voices,  (ho  Indians  left  their  huts,  and  probably  taking 
us  for  I’lvuchmen.  one  of  us  having  a black  robe  on,  and  seeing  but 
two  of  us,  ami  Ir-'ing  warned  of  our' arrival,  they  sent  four  old  men  to 
S]>eak  to  us,  iwu  <<f  wliom  In-ought  pipes,  ornamented  with  difibrent 
colored  f. -at hers,  j’huy  marched  slowl}’’,  without  saying  a word,  but 

pre.mming  their  pij"-s  (o  the  sun,  as  if  they  wished  it  to  smoke  them. 

They  were  a 1 ni;r  lime  coming  from  their  village,  but  as  soon  as 
they  came  near,  flmy  halted  to  take  a view  of  us,  and  seeing  the 
cereinonie.s . lie  y pcrlormcd,  and  especially  seeing  them  covered  with 
clotli,  we  judged  tluii  they  were  our  allies.  I then  spoke  to  them, 
and  they  saifl  t!i  it  ihcy  were  lllinuis,  and  as  a sign  of  friendship  they 
prc.sen(v'd  us  tlimr  to  smolce.  They  invited  us  to  their  village, 

where  all  the  pi-ujile  lia I impatiently  waited  for  us.  Those  pipes  are 
called  hv  the  In'lian.s  calumets,  and  as  this  word  is  so  common  amon<^ 
them,  I .shall  nuke  um  uf  it  in  future,  when  I want  to  speak  of  pipes. 
At  the  donr  uf  the  calnu  in  which  we  ■'wore  to  he  received,  we  found 
an  old  man  in  a very  r*  markable  jmsturo,  which  is  the  usual  ceremony 
ill  rec<‘iving  str.an.'-  i‘s.  ]|o  was  standing  up,  all  naked,  with  his 
liaiuls  lib*'<{  up  tu  Ib.'ivcn,  as  it  he  wi.shed  to  screen  liimself  from  the 
ra)>'  ot  tlic  .*^1111,  which  nevertheless  passed  through  his  fingers  to  his 
lace.  M lu  n wv  came  iii-.ar  to  him,  he  said,  M'liat  a fair  da}",  ITench- 
men,  th!.-  lu  (s-mc  vidt  ns  I All  our  }»eople  have  waited  for  thee, 
and  ihuai  shait  enn-r  uur  cabin  in  peace.''  lie  then  took  us  into  his, 
where  there  were  a cianvd  ut  jn’uple.  who  devoured  us  with  their  eyes, 
but  wliu  kejU  a pT'il  un  i siltuua'.  M"^e  only  occasionally  beard  these 
wurd.^  in  a luwv. •ur,  j )n;sc  are  our  brothers  who  have  come  to 
.‘^ee  U'.” 

As  .Mi'Ci  a-  we  >e  J.  c.Mi,  tlu-y  pi'isenfed  \m,  according  to  cu.^tom, 
their  cainuu'!.  h ■•!-■•  mii.U  a'avjU,  c he  would  be  looked  upon  as 
an  eurin}.  aim  i am.  ..-nt  t.<  place  it  only  to  your  HHuith,  and  ju’c- 
tend  (u  siiiuRc.  \\  II, K-  t!,.-  (bl  iu.m  simked  in  our  ealiiii  (o  entertain 
ns,  the  great  chi.t  <>!  tlie  lilinuj.s  M ut  u,.^  word  to  come  1(>  his  village, 
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where  lie  wished  to  hold  a council  with  us.  We  went  accordingly 
to  him,  and  were  followed  hy  all  the  people  of  tin's  Tillage,  for  they 
had  never  seen  any  Frenchmen  before.  Tliey  never  appeared  tired 
of.  gazing  at  us.  They  went  backwards  and  forwards  to  look  at  us, 
without  making  any  noise,  and  this  they  esteemed  as  a mark  of  respect. 
Having  arrived  at  the  borough  of  the  chief,  wc  espied  him  at  the  door 
of  Ids  crd)in,  between  two  old  men,  wlio  v^ere  likcwi.se  naked,  and 
standing,  bolding  the  calumet  towards  the  sun.  lie  made  us  a short  . 
speech,  to  congratulate  us  on  our  arrival  in  his  country,  and  prc-^mited 
us  with  Ids  calumet,  which  vre  bad  to  smoke  before  we  could  eiiicr  into 
his  cabin.  This  ceremony  being  over,  he  conducted  us  and  d'/sired  us 
to  sit  down  upon  a mat,  and  the  old  men  of  the  nation  being  present,  I 
thouglit  fit  to  acquaint  them  with  the  subject  of  our  voyage,  and  tliere- 
fore  I told  them,  1st,  that  we  designed  to  visit  all  nations  tliat  were 
on  the  river,  down  to  the  sea.  2d.  That  God,  who  had  created  them, 
took  pity  on  them,  and  had  sent  me  to  bring  them  to  a knowledge  of 
Him,  and  to  repent.  3d.  That  the  great  captain  of  the  French  had 
commanded  me  to  tell  them  that  he  bad  conquered  the  Iroquois,  and 
wished  to  live  in  peace  vutli  them.  4th.  And  lastly,  that  we  desired 
them  to  tell  us  all  about  the  sea  and  the  nations  we  were  to  pass 
througli  liefore  we  arrived  there. 

After  we  sat  dowm,  the  chief  placed  a slave  near  us,  and  made  ns  a. 
present  of  the  mysterious  calumet,  which  he  thought  mom  valuable 
to  ns  tliau  the  slave.  He  showed  to  us  by  this  present  his  respect  for 
our  great  captain,  and  he  lieggcd  us  to  remain  among  them,  because 
of  the  dangers  to  which  we  were  exposed  in  oiir  voyage.  1 told  him 
that  did  not  fear  death,  and  that  I would  esteem  it  a hap})iness  to 
lose  my  life  in  the  service  of  God,  at  which  he  seemed  to  be  much 
surpri.scd.  The  council  being  over,  wc  Vy'cre  invited  to  a feast,  wliich 
con.si.<ted  of  four  dislios.  The  first  was  a dish  of  sagamite,  that  is  some 
Imlinn  meal  boiled  in  water,  and  seasoned  with  grease;  the  master  of 
ceremonies  bohling  a spoonful  of  it,  wliieb  he  put  thrice  into  my 
mouth,  and  then  did  (lie  like  to  H.  doliet.  d'lie  second  dish  con^i-sted 
of  three  hr>h,  whereof  lie  took  a i)iece,  and  liaviiig  talcen  out  the  bt>ues, 
and  blown  u|»ou  it  to  cool  it,  lie  ])ut  it  into  my  mouth.  The  ihinl 
dish  wa-  a hirge  dog,  whieli  they  laid  k’illed  ou  juirpo^o,  Imt  umh'r- 
Staiidiug  that  we  did  not  oat  tiiis  aniunl  iliey  sent  it  awav.  'Du' 
fourth  was  a ])ieee  of  liiilt'alo  jiieat,  of  wliith  they  pul  the  fitte.-'t 
pieces  into  our  mi^uth.s. 

As  soon  as  we  had  busted,  we  were  taken  to  a village  of  three  hun- 
dred eahins,  attended  ]gy  an  oHieer,  who  Icept  the  jteople  fnun  croVialing 
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upon  US.  They  presented  us  with  bclts^  garters,  and  otlier  articles 
made  <if  the  hair  •»/  hears  and  buffaloes.  We  slept  in  the  chiefs  liut, 
and,  oil  the  following  morning,  we  took  leave  of  him,  promising  to 
'return  to  his  village  in  four  moons.  He  escorted  us  to  our  canoes 
with  nearly  liundred  persons,  who  saw  us  embark,  evincing  in 
every  way  tiic  iilea-uro  our  visit  gave  them.  It  will  not  be  improper 
for  me  to  relate  Ino'c,  what  I observed  of  the  customs  and  manners 
of  this  pcojdo,  which  arc  very  different  from  any  I have  ever  before 
visited.  The  word  Illinois  in  their  language  signifies  men;  as  if  they 
looked  upon  all  other  Indians  as  beasts.  And  truly  it  must  be  con- 
fes.sed  tliat  they  are  more  liumano  thau  any  others  I have  ever  seen. 
The  sliort  time  1 remained  with  them  did  not  permit  me  to  inform 
myself  of  their  einioms  and  manners  as  much  as  I desired.  They 
are  divided  into  several  villages,  some  of  which  1 have  not  seen. 
They  1 ive  so  remote  iVum  other  nations,  that  their  language  is  entirely 
diilerent.  'i'!iey  called  Themselves  ^'l*erouarca.’’  Their  language  is 
a dialect  of  the  Ai^'Oh(}uin.  They  arc  very  mild  in  their  dispositions. 
They  keep  several  wives,  of  whom  they  are  very  jealous,  and  watch 
thoTu  elo'oly.  if  they  behave  imchaslely,  they  cut  off  their  ears  or 
nose,  of  wL'ieh  I saw  several  who  carried  those  marks  of  tlieir  infi- 
delity. 


The  .Illinois  are  w.-H  f'-Tined  and  very  nimble.  Tliey  are  skill- 
ful with  th'-ir  hows  and  iille.s,  with  which  they  are  supplied  by  the 
Indians  who  trade  with  our  j'’renehmcn.  This  makes  them  formidable 
» to  llieir  enemie.s,  who  have  no  firearms.  They  make  excursions  to 
the  wc.st  to  ea}.tun‘  .•^!.;vr,-  , which  lliey  barter  with  other  nations  for 
the  eoioTnO'iities  th<y  w.mt.  Those  nations  are  entirely  ignorant  of 
iron  tools;  their  knives,  axes,  and  other  instruments,  are  made  of  flint 
and  other  sharp  stones.  \\  lien  the  Jliinois  go  upon  a war  expedition, 
the  whole  village  is  mailled  by  an  outcry  at  the  door  of  their  huts  the 
morning  and  i-vi  ning  I * f<>r.;  tlu'y  set  out.  Their  chiefs  are  distin- 
guished from  the  s^liiors,  by  red  searfs  made  of  the  hair  of  buffaloes, 
curiously  wrought,  \.la  h air  taken  only  a few  days’  journey  from 
their  village.  They  h’.p  by  hunting,  and  on  Indian  corn,  of  which 
they  always  lia'.e  a pi-  my.  I'liey  sow  beaus  and  melons,  which 
arc  ex'-elimit,  e.^po.'!  eiv  whoso  seed  is  red.  They  dry  them, 

and  keep  ih.-m  till  th-  n ut.  r and  sjirine. 

'J  lio.'f  r.dmi.N  ar-‘  1 o er  ; ihoy  are  covered  and  earjieted  with  rushes. 
Thor  di;-li'  arc  <'l  v-  >1,  Ini  iheir  ; ]>oons  arc  made  witli  ilie  hones  of 
tlie  l/ulli1o,  xsha-h  liny  oit  ^ • as  to  make  lliem  very  eonveniem  ti)  eat 
tlicir  with.  J ht  \ have  j»hysicians  among  them  to  whom,  in 
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oases  of  sickuoss.  tliey  are  very  liberal.  Tbeir  clotliing  consists  of  the 
slims  of  wild  aiAimals,  which  serve  to  clothe  their  Avomcn,  who  dress 
very  modestly,  while  tlie  men  go  most  of  the  year  almost  naked.  Some 
of  the  Illinois  and  Nadonessians  wear  women’s  ap])arel,  and  when  they 
put  it  on  in  their  youth,  they  never  leave  it  off.  There  must  certainly 
be  some  mystery*  in  tliis.  They  never  many,  but  work  in  the  cabins 
with  tlie  women,  which  the  other  men  tliink  it  beneath  them  to  do. 
They  assist  in  all  the  juggleries  and  the  solemn  dance  in  honor  of  the 
calumet,  but  the}’  are  not  permitted  either  to  dance  or  sing.  Tliey 
are  called  to  their  councils,  and  nothing  is  determined  without  their 
advice;  for  because  of  their  extraordinary  manner  of  living,  they  arc 
looked  upon  as  manitoiis  or  persons  of  consccpience. 

It  now  only  remains  for  me  to  speak  of  the  calumet,  the  most  mys- 
terious thing  in  the  world.  The  sceptres  of  our  kings  are  not  so 
much  respected  ; for  the  Indians  have  such  a deference  for  it,  that  one 
may  call  it  ^^The  God  of  Peace  and  liar,  and  ihe  arhiicr  of  life  and 
death.'’  One  with  this  calumet  may  venture  amongst  his  enemies, 
and  oil  the  hottest  battles  they  lay  down  their  arms  before  this  sacred 
pipe.  The  Illinois  jiresented  me  with  one  of  them,  wliicli  was  very 
useful  to  us  ill  our  voyage.  Their  Calumet  of  Pea/:e  is  different  from 
the  Calumet  of  Y)ar;  they  make  use  of  the  former  to  seal  their  alli- 
ances and  treaties,  to  travel  with,  safety,  and  receive  strangers  ; and  tlic 
oilier  is  to  proclaim  war.  It  is  made  of  a red  stone,  and  smooth  as 
jnarlde.  The  head  is  like  our  common  tobacco  J'ipe,  but  larger,  and 
fixed  to  a hollow  reed,  to  hold  it  for  smoking.  Tliey  ornament  it 
with  the  head  and  neclc  of  (lificrent  lurds,  to  whieli  they  add  large 
featliers  of  different  colors,  and  call  it  27/s  Calumet  of  the  Ptin^  to 
whom,  tliey  present  it  wlien  they  want  fair  weather,  or  rain,  believing 
that  ll.ds  planet  cannot  have  less  respect  for  it  than  they  tliemselves, 
and  therefore  they  will  obtain  their  wishes.  They  do  not  dare  to 
wash  themselves  in  the  rivers  in  the  beginning  of  summer,  or  eat  new 
fruit,  befurc  they  liave  danced  the  calumet. 

Tills  dance  of  the  calumet  is  a solemn  ceremony  among  tlic  In- 
dians, wlilch  tliey  only  perform  on  important  occasions,  sucli  as  to  con- 
firm an  alliance,  or  make  peace  willi  their  neighbors.  They  also  n.se 
it  to  ( liteiTain  any  nalion  that  comes  to  visit  llicm;  and  in  tliis  ease 
we  may  e<m>ilcr  it  a.s  their  grand  enlertainment.  They  )>erfoiiii  it  in 
winicr  time  in  their  cabins,  and  in  the  Ojien  held  iu  summer.  They 

^ See  lli'nncplirs  acceunt  of  this  custom  in  bis  “Voyage  on  im  pays  p!u- 
grainl  rjue  J/Kuropc  entre  la  nior  glaciali'  and  lo  lumvcau  Mexiipie.” 
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choose  for  that  purpose  a place  under  the  trees^  to  shelter  themselves 
against  the  lieal  of  the  sun.  and  lay  in  the  middle  of  it  a large  mat^ 
to  })l:u‘e  the  god  of  tlie  chief  of  the  company  upon^  who  gives  tltc  cu- 
tertaiument.  }-'or  every  one  has  his  peculiar  god,  w'hom  they  call 
7nant'{oa.  It  is  sometimes  a stone,  a bird,  a serpent,  or  anytliing  else 
that  tliey  dream  of  in  their  sleep.  O’hey  believe  that  this  rnanitoa 
will  }»rus]>cr  tiieir  s|)orts,  of  fishing,  hunting,  and  other  enterprises. 
To  the  right  of  tlioir  manitoa  they  place  the  calumet,  their  great 
deity,  making  round  about  it  a kind  of  trophy  with  their  arms,  namely, 
their  chihs,  axes,  (piivers,  and  arrows.*  Things  being  thus  ar- 

ranged, and  the  hour  for  dancing  having  arrived,  the  men  and  women 
who'  are  to  sing  take  the  most  honoraldc  scats  under  the  trees  or 
arbors.  Every  one,  t!u?n,  wlio  comes  in  afterwards  sits  down,  in  a ring, 
as  tliey  arrive,  having  tir^t  saluted  the  manitoa,  by  puihng  tobacco 
smoke  upon  it,  vchich  signilics  as  much  as  making  it  an  otfering  of 
income. 

9'licn  the  Indians,  one  after  the  other,  take  the  calumet,  and,  hold- 
ing it  with  both  h,inds,  dances  with  it,  following  the  cadence  of  the 
songs,  })y  nuiking  difjiuvnt  attitudes,  taming  from  side  to  side,  and 
.showing  it  to  the  whole  assemUy.  This  being  over,  be  wdio  is  to  be- 
gin the  dance  appears  in  the  middle  of  the  assembly,  and  having 
taken  the  calumrf.  }»n-.M‘iits  it  to  the  sun,  as  if  he  would  invite  him  to 
smoke,  d'heu  he  plat  es  it  in  an  intinite  number  of  po.sitions,  some- 
tiine.s  laying  it  luair  the  ground,  then  stretching  its  wings,  as  if  he 
wanted  it  to  ily,  and  afterwards  presents  it  to  the  sp'cctators,  who 
smoke  it,  one  after  ajiothi.r,  tlancing  all  the  time,  as  in  the  first  scene  of 
a liallet.  The  .sect-nd  sn.ne  is  a combat,  accompanied  Vyiih  vocal  and  in- 
strumental music,  for  t!u  v Inive  a largo  drum  which  agrees  pretty  well 
W'ith  tlu’ir  Yoici^s,  'i  In-  jnTMm  wlio  dances  with  the  calumet  gives  a 
signal  to  omi  or  th. er  Avarriors,  who  takes  a bow  and  arrows  from  the 
mat,  already  mentiom:<!,  and  figl,it.s  the  other,  who  defends  liimself  wdth 
the  oilxnvt  al'Cie,  buth  of  them  dancing  all  llic  vrLiile.  This  spectacle 
is  veiT  tnnusing,  < >}w  ci:uiy  when  it  is  done  in  ti^ne,  for  the  one  attacks, 
and  the  otlier  (h  h u l.-;  fhe  one  Ihrusts,  and  tlio  other  parries;  the  one 
runs,  and  tl\o  otln  r pur-u/s;  whirl)  is  all  done  so  vrell,  with  measured 
stoj'S,  and  at  thf  r<  lm:1  r .‘■■■.ujid  of  voices  and  drums,  tltat  it  w'ould 
easily  i-n-s  fer  a Ihv  n-. h h;<ii.  i. 

lilt'  ii..'hi  I't'iiig  ost‘1’,  I ho  third  scene  ei)nsists  of  a s]>ceeh.  nuulc  hy 
liim  who  h h!>>  tin?  ialmma,  relating  (he  IrUlles  he  Ints  been  in,  tlie 

' J hoso  \V(.’a|  0116  urc  tltll  use  1 in  uar  hy  tlto  ludinus  \vc6lor  tho  lytiseisi-iiipi. 
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vieiories  he  has  won,  atid  the  scalps  he  has  taken j and  to  reward  him, 
the  cldef  presents  him  with  a buffalo  robe,  and,  having  received  it,  he 
then  goes  and  presents  the  cainmet  to  another,  and  this  one  to  a 
third,  and  so  on  until  they  all  make  speeches,  when  the  head  chief 
presents  it  to  the  nation  that  has  ].)ecn  invited  to  the  feast  as  a mark 
of  their  friendsbi]),  and  a continuation  of  their  alliance.  There  is  a 
song  they  .sing,  to  which  they  give  a certain  turn  of  exjiression  Vvhich 
is  extremely  agreeable,  and  which  begins  thus; — 

“ Niiiahani,  Ninahani,  Ninahani, 

Kane  ango.” 

M’e  took  leave  of  our  guides  about  the  end  of  June,  and  embarked 
in  presence  of  all  the  village,  vrho'  admired  our  birch  canoes,  as  the}' 
had  never  before  seen  anything  like  them.  We  descended  the  river, 
looking  for  another  called  FcJdtanoni  (the  ^Missouri),  which  runs  from 
the  north-west  into  the  Mississippi,  of  which  I will  speak  nioi\ 
hereafter. 

As  wc  followed  th.e  banks,  I observed  on  the  rocks  a medicinal  plant 
which  had  a remarlmble  shape.  Its  root  is  like  small  turnips  linked 
together  by  small  fibres  which  had  tlm  taste  of  carrots.  From  the 
root  springs  a leaf  as  wide  as  the  hand,  about  an  inch  thick,  with 
spots  in  the  middle,  from  vrhence  shoot  other  leaves,  each  of  them 
bearing  five  or  six  yellow  flowers  of  a bell  shape.  dVA  found  a cp.iautity 
of  nml berries  as  large  as  those  of  ]A-ance,  and  a small  Iruit  which  we 
took  at  first  for  oli\'cs,  but  it  had  the  taste  of  an  orange,  and  another 
as  large  as  a hen’s  egg.  We  broke  it  in  half,  and  found  the  inside 
-was  divided  into  two  divisions,  in  caeli  of  which  were  eiodit  or  ten 
seeds  shaped  like  an  almond,  and  very  good  to  eat  when  ripe;  (he 
tree  nevertheless  gives  out  a bad  odor,  and  llic  leaves  are  shaped  like 
tliat  of  the  walnut  tree.  We  saw  also  in  the  prairies  a fruit  like  our 
filberts. 

As  wc  were  descending  the  river  wo  saw  high  rocks  witli  liideous 
moisters  painted  on  them,  and  upon  winch  the  bravest  Indians  dare 
not  look.  They  ai-e  as  large  as  a calf,  with  head  and  horns  like 
a goat;  tluor  eyes  red;  beard  like  a tiger’s;  and  a face  like  a mnii’s. 
I’h'mr  (ails  ;irc 'so  long  that  they  p;ms  over  tlieir  heads  and  between 
tlu'ir  fore  leg.s,  under  their  belly,  and  ending  like  a fish’s  tail.  They 
are  painted  red,  gi-een,  and  black.  They  are  so  well  drawn  tliat  I 
eonnol.  believe  th(’3' were  drawn  b3Mhe  lmli:ms.  And  for  ^vhat  pur- 
])Ose  tiny  were  made  seems  to  jue  a greal^  ]iiyst(‘iy.  As  we  fell  down 
the  river,  and  while  wc  weiu  discoursing  upon  tliesc  momsters,  wc 
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beard  a groat  rusliing  and  Inibbllng  of  waters,  and  small  islands  of 
floating  trees  c< lining  from  the  mouth  of  tlie  Pclcilanoiu  (the  jlissouri), 
with  sucli  rapidity  that  we  could  }iot  trust  ourselves  to  go  near 
it.  The  water  v\'  this  river  is  so  muddy  that  we  could  not  drink  it. 
It  so  discolui's  the  ^Mississippi  as  to  make  the  navigation  of  it  daii- 
gorous.  Tliis  ri’.er  comes  from  the  north-west,  and  empties  into  the 
iMississijipi,  and  on  .it-*  hanks  are  situated  a number  of  Indian  villages. 
We  judged  )iy  the  compass,  that  the  Mississippi  discharged  itself, 
into  the  Gulf  of  3Iexieo.  It  would,  however,  have  been  more  agree- 
able if  it  had  di.‘-ad!;irged  itself  into  the  South  Sea  or  Gulf  of  California. 

The  Indians  told  us  (hat  by  ascending  tbe  Peketanoni,  about  six  days’ 
journey  from  its  mouth,  we  would  find  a beautiful  prairie  twenty  or  tliiidy 
Icagiic.s  broad,  :\i  the  ( ud  of  which,  to  the  nortli-west,  is  a small  river, 
which  is  not  dlfiieult  to  navigate.  Tins  river  runs  towards  the  South- 
west for  ten  or  fifteen  leagues,  after  which  it  enters  a small  lake,  which 
is  the  sourtv  of  aimther  deep  river,  running  to  the  West,  where  it 
empties  into  thv'  .►■‘a.  1 do  nut  doubt  that  this  is  the  Yermilion  sea, 

and  liope  1 .'^hall  have,  one  time  or  other,  the  opportunity  of  under- 
taking its  d’s<-overy,  and  instructing  the  poor  Indian  wbo  has  been  so 
long  grojung  Ids  way  in  heatlicn  darkness.  But  leaving  this  digres- 
sion, and  imw  havmg  escaped  the  dangers  of  being  sw-araped  by  the 
current  and  fi.'atirur  tliuber  of  this  rapid  river,  I return  to  the  subject 
of  our  voyage.  .Afou-  l:aving  gone  about  twenty  leagues  to  the  South, 
and  a little  less  i->  the  Sotith-east,  we  met  another  river  called  Oaa- 
hoiisl-i)joif  (the  < whiedt  runs  into  the  Mississippi  in  the  latitude  of 
3CG  X.  Put  h'.  lerc  we  arnvi'd  there,  we  passed  through  a most  for- 
midable pa'^saife  the  Itulians,  who  believe  that  a manitoa  or  demon 
resides  there,  tu  devour  travelers,  and  which  the  Indians  told  us  of  to 
nnibo  us  abandon  our  veiy:ig<\ 

This  domi'ii  ]<  "uly  a itlull  (»f  rocks,  twenty  feci  high,  against  wbicli 
the  river  runs  v,;th  groat  viok-nee,  and  being  thrown  back  by  the  rocks 
and  island  near  it,  tite  wat-T  mahes  a gre<a,t  noise  and  flows  ivitli  great 
rapidity  thrmi:.:!!  a narrow  ehaniiel,  which  is  certainly  dangerous  to 
canoes.  The  ne.al-  iHkiy.m  (the  Oliio)  comes  from  the  East..  The 
(■/iou<niou.<  (tie-  .‘'h  o.ane-e)  live  on  its  baniks,  and  tire  so  numerous 
that  I have  ('>•.  n n t n inoil  there  are  thirty-eight  villages  of  that  nation 
vitnatod  on  fins  they  mv  ^ very  harmless  people.  'The  //•oy/nn's 

are  com  tai  t;y  onU  nur  war  upon  them,  without  ;Miy  }>rov()cation,  be- 
cause they  have  n-*  tiio-iin',  ami  carrying  them  into  (■ap(i^■ity.  At  a 
little  di.'tauco‘  abavs  the  mouth  ut  this  river,  our  men  discoyerod  some 
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banks  of  iron  orC;  of  wliieli  tlicy  broiiglit  several  specimens  into  our 
canoe.  There  is  also  liere  a kind  of  fat  earthy  of  three  different  colors, 
jmrple,  red,  and  yellow,  which  turns  the  water  of  the  river  into  a decp- 
biood  color.  We  also  discovered  a red  sand  ^\hich  is  very  heavy. 
T put  some  of  it  upon  iny  oar,  whicli  dyed  it  red.  "We  had  seen 
no  reeds,  or  canes,  but  they  now  began  to  malce  their  appearance, 
and  grew  so  thick  that  cattle  could  not  make  their  way  through  them. 
'They  are  of  an  agreeable  green  color,  and  grow  very  high.  Their 
tops  are  crowned  with  long  and  sharp  leaves. 

Up  to  the  present  time  wo  had  not  seen  any  mosquitoes,  but  they 
now  begem  to  be  very  troublesome.  The  Indians  v,diO  live  in  tbi.s  part 
of  the  country,  in  order  to  protect  tliemselves  from  the  mosquitoes, 
are  obliged  to  build  tbeir  Imts  differently  from  other  Indians.  They 
drive  into  the  ground  long  poles,  very  near  one  another,  wdrich  sup- 
port a large  hurdle,  upon  wliicK  they  lie,  instead  of  a floor,  and  under 
AYhich  they  make  a fire.  The  smolie  passes  through  it,  and  drives 
away  the  mosquitoes.  The  roof  of  the  hurdle  is  covered  with  shins 
and  bark,  wbicli  protects  tbem  from  rain,  and  the  insupportable  beat 
of  tbeir  summers.  For  the  same  reason  wm  were  also  obliged  to 
make  an  a^vning  over  our  canoe.s  with  our  sails.  Aswm  'were  gliding 
along  with  the  force  of  the  current  vre  perceived  Indians  on  land  aiaiied 
with  guns,  waiting  for  ns  to  dome  asliore.  Oiir  men  prepared  them- 
selves to  fight,  and  it  wms  resolved  to  let  them  fire  first.  As  W'e  came 
near,  I spolie  to  them  in  the  language  of  the  Ilurons,  and  showed, 
them  my  calumet  of  peace;  but  they  would  not  answer  me,  wliicli 
we  took  for  a declaration  of  wnir. 

AVe  resolved,  liovv’cver,  to  pass  tbem,  and  as  wm  came  nearer,  tlicy 
desired  us,  in  a friendly  manner,  to  cojiie  ashore.  AUc  tberef ']-e  dis- 
embarked, and  wxmt  to  their  village.  They  entertained  us  with  Imffn- 
io  aiid  bear’.s  meat,  and  wdiile  jdiims,  wdiich  were  excellent.  A\F  ob- 
Bcrvcd  they  had  guns,  knives,  axes,  shovels,  glass  bead.s,  and  hottlcs 
in  wdiicli  ilioy  }>ut  their  powder.  T'hey  wear  tlicir  hair  long  tie 
Jroqnois,  and  their  women  are  dressed  as  the  Jlinonr-.  Theytold  m- 
tliat  they  were  only  withiii  ton  da}’s’  journc}'  of  the  sea;  that  they 
],)ought  llicir  goods  from  the  Fui-opeans,  wdio  live  towards  the  east, 
tliat  they  had  images  and  cluqilets,  and  pbivod  upon  musical  instru- 
ments. 'I'hal  t!uq'  were  clotliovl  as  .1  was,  and  were  very  to  tiu  iu. 
llowever,  I did.  nut  sec  anything  tibout  them  that  couldi  persna.de  me 
iliat  they  had  roca-ived  any  inslruclions  al.toiit  onr  htd3'  ]-e1igi<ui.  1 
oideavomvd  to  give  them  a general  idea  of  it,  and  invsetitcd  llemi 
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with  some  medals  to  remind  them  of  it.  The  account  the  Indians 
gave  ns  of  the  .sea  was  very  encouraging,  and  therefore  we  applied  our 
oars  witli  great  vigor,  in  hopes  of  seeing  it  very  soon.  The  banks  of 
the  riA'cr  l)eg:m  to  be  covered  with  high  trees,  which  hindered  us  from 
observing  the  country  as  we  had  done  all  along.  The  elm,  cotton,  and 
cypre.ss  trees  arc  beautiful  on  account  of  their  size  and  height.  We 
judged,  from  tlie  A llowing  of  the  buffaloes,  that  some  prairies  were 
near.  Wo  saw  (|uaiis,  and  shot  a parrot  which  had  half  of  his  head 
red,  tin?  neck  yellow,  and  the  rest  of  the  body  green.  We  soon  de- 
scended to  lati’.n.ie  99°  north,  and  found  ourselves  at  a village  on 
the  river  .sith‘  called  Mitclihjamca.^ 

The  Indians  made  a great  noise,  and  appeared  in  arms,  dividing 
themselves  into  three  jrirties,  one  of  which  stood  on  the  shore,  while 
th.e  others  went  iiito  their  canoes  to  intercept  om'  retreat,  and  prevent 
our  escape.  They  were  armed  witli  hows  and  arrows,  clubs,  axes,  and 
bncklers,  :iml  comnu  ncc'd  attacking  us.  Notvvithstancling  these  pre- 
parations we  i[i\ok<d  our  patroness,  the  Holy  Virgin,  and  rowed 
directly  for  the  shore.  As  we  came  near,  two  jmung  men  threv; 
tlieinseives  into  the  waUw  t<i  board  ngy  canoe,  wbich  the}"  would  have 
done  had  not  the  raj-idity  of  the  current  prevented  them;  so  they 
returnod  to  the  shore  and  threw  their  clubs  at  ns,  which  passed 
over  our  horuls.  Jt  was  in  vain  I showed  them  the  ceff'/nte/,  and  made 
signs  to  them  tliat  \vc  h id  not  come  to  light’  they  continued  to  sur- 
round us,  and  were  ah  uit  to  pierce  ns  on  all  sides  witli  their  arrows, 
wlien  (Jod  suddenly  tom  hed  iheir  hearts,  and  the  old  men  who  stood 
upon  the  bank  stopj.od  tho  ardor  of  their  young  men,  and  made  sign?) 
of  jieace,  a.nd  cairn.*  d<)wa  t«>  the  sliore,  and  throwing  their  botvs  and 
arrows  into  our  canc*<. nia'le  signs  for  ns  to  come  ashore,  which  wo 
did,  not,  however,  v.'itti -ut  ;-onie  sus])icions  on  our  j)art. 

I spoke  to  th.em  in  .dx  difunent  languages,  hut  they  did  not  under- 
stand any  one  ol  tlum.  At  last  they  brought  to  us  an  old  man  who 
S])oke  the  V, li'uu  We  told  tliat  we  vdshed  to  go  as  ffir  as  tlio 

Sea,  and  then  made  tlicm  .*^‘iiue  presents.  They  nnderstood  what  1 
meant,  hut  I ;'.m  not  -uro  ti.cy  nniffrstocid  wh.at  1 said  to  them  of  (lod, 
and  thii'gs  ct.ncenilnL' t!*.  ir  salvation.  It  was,  however,  seed  tlirown 
on  ground  winch  v.ould  .n  in.ii  ' l.ccome  iVuitful.  They  told  ns  th.at  at 
the  ne.\t  givat  \ illau  •.  < dl-'d  ^ eight  or  ten  leagues  larther 

d<.)Wn  tne  iiv*  r,  \\e  could  learn  ;d!  a!.;.(>nt  the  sea-.  They  I’eastod  us 

* All  Iii'.lian  \)t.  n'c  oii  liii;  ;>,ud  s^upyosci.l  lo  Ivi  ll\c  of  l'\o 

prc.'cnl  town  of 
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with  saga'iiiite  and  fisli,  and  wo  passed  the  nlglit  with  them,  not, 
however,  without  some  uneasiness.  AYe  emharhed  early  next  morning 
with  our  interpreters  and  ten  Indians,  who  went  before  us  in  a canoe. 
Having  ani\ed  about  half  a league  from  Arkanseaj  we  saw  two 
canoes  coming  towards  us.  Tlie  captain  of  one  was  standing  up 
holding  Die  calumet  in  liis  hand,  with  v/liich  he  made  signs,  according 
to  the  custom  of  the  country.  lie  afterwards  joined  us,  inviting  us 
to  smoke,  and  singing  pleasantly,  lie  then  gave  us  some  .sagamite  ajid 
Indian  bread  to  cat,  and  going  before  made  signs  for  us  to  follow  liini, 
which  we  did,  but  at  some  distance.  They  had  in  the  jneantime  pre- 
pared a kind  of  scaffold  to  receive  us,  adorned  with  fine  Jiiats,  upon 
which  we  sat  down  with  the  old  men  and  warriors.  Tffc  fortunately 
found  among  them  a young  man  vrho  spoke  Illinois  much  better  than 
the  interpreter  wliom  we  brought  with  us  from  Jiitchigamca.^'  A\"c 
made  them  some  small  pi-escnts,  Tvhich  they  received  with  great  civility, 
and  seemed  to  admire  what  1 told  them  about  God,  the  creation  of 
the  world,  and  the  mysteries  of  our  holy  faith,  telling  us,  by  the  in- 
terjTreter,  that  thej^  wished  us  to  remain  with  llTC}.n  for  the  purpose  of 
instructing  tliem. 

We  then  asked  them  what  they  knew  of  the  sea,  and  they  said  we 
W'Crc  witliin  ten  days’  journey  of  it,  hut  we  migh.t  perform  it  in  five. 
That  they  m>rc  Uuacc|uaintcd  with  the  nations  belovy  because  tiicir 
enemies  hod.  prevented  them  from  visiting  them.  That  the  hatchet, 
knives  and  beads  had  been  sold  to  them  by  the  nations  of  the  .East, 
and  were  in  part  brought  by  the  Illinois,  who  live  four  days’  jour- 
ney to  the  AVest,  That  the  Indians  whom  avc  had  met  with  guns 
were  their  enemies,  v:ho  hindered  thon  from  trading  with  the  Euro- 
peans, and  if  we  persisted  in  going  any  farther,  wo  would  expose 
ourselves  to  other  nations  who  were  their  enemies.  During  this  coji- 
versation  they  continued  all  da}^  to  feast  ns  with  sayamitc,  dog  meat, 
and  3‘oastod  com  out  of  large  vroodon  dishes.  These  Indians  arc  ^■e^y 
comteons,  and  give  freely  of  'what  they  liave,  but  tlicir  provisions  are 
luit  indiiffi'ont,  ])i!c;i.nsc  tlie}"  are  afraid  to  go  a Imiiting  on  account  of 
their  eiiemii's.  They  make  t].troc  ovom-  of  Indian  corn  a-^’car.  They 
roast  and  boil  it  in  large  cartl'cn  pots  very  curiously  jnade.  They 
liave  also  ]aiy:o  l»aled  earthen  plites,  wliieh  tliey  use  for  diilinviit  juu- 
poses.  The  Jinm  go  naked  and  we;n'  their  hair  s.hori.  They  pierce 
their  noses  and  ears,  and  wear  rings  of  glass  beads  in  them. 

* 'I'liis  j-;  still  appl’cd  lo  a lake  a little  to  l.he  norlli  of  tlio  river  St. 
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The  -women  cover  tlicmselvcs  with  shins,  and  divide  their  hair  into 
two  tresses,  whieli  tlicy  wear  behind  their  back  without  any  ornament. 
Their  fea-ts  are  without  any  ceremony,  they  serve  their  meats  in  large 
dishes,  and  evrry  one  eats  as  much  as  he  pleases.  Their  language  is 
extremely  diilieult,  and  although  I tried,  I never  could  pronounce  a 
word  of  it.  Their  cabins  are  made  with  tbe  bark  of  trees,  and  are 
generally  very  wide  and  long.  They  lie  at  both  ends  on  mats  raised 
on  a platform  two  feet  higher  than  the  floor.  Tliey  keep  their  corn 
in  pannior.'  m.-ele  of  ru.'<hc3.  They  have  no  beavers,  and  all  tlicir  com- 
modities are  1 ufkilo  hides.  It  never  snows  in  this  coimtiy,  and  tliej 
have  ]io  oilier  winter  than  continued  heavy  rains,  wliicli  makes  tbe 
diifcrcnce  bet  we*  n their  summer  and  winter.  They  have  no  other 
fruit  but  wateruit  lons,  though  their  soil  miglit  produce  any  oth.er,  if 
they  knew  Ito-v  L>  euhi vate  it.  In  the  evening  the  chiefs  held  a secret 
couneil,  wherein  pro]»osed  to  kill  us;  but  the  great  chief  opposed 
this  base  do^ia'n,  and  sent  for  us  to  dance  the  calumet,  which  ho  pre- 
sented us  to  seal  onr  common  friendship.  M.  Joliet  and  I lield 
a council,  1')  d-dibf.natc  iinon  ’ivdmt  we  should  do — whether  to  proceed 
further,  or  return  to  Canada,  content  with  the  discoveries  we  had 
made. 

Having  .'■'•atisfiofi  (cnr.^adves  that  the  Gulf  of  jMexico  was  in  laUinde 
31*^  JO',  and  tbat  we  could  reach  it  in  three  or  four  days’  journey  from 
the  (ArKaii'a-^  i(lvcr),  and  that  the  Mississippi  discharged 

itself  into  it,  au<l  nut  to  the  eastvrard  of  the  Cape  of  Florida,  nor 
into  the  Crdifonua  we  rc.^olved  to  ixitirrn  home.  We  considered 
that  the  advantage  of  our  travels  would  be  altogether  lost  to  our 
nation  if  we  hll  into  the  Itand.s  of  the  Spaniards,  from  whom  we  could 
expect  no  other  treatmrnt  than  death  or  skiA'cry;  besides,  we  saw  that 
we  were  imt  prer'.ared  resi-vi  the  Indians,  the  allies  of  the  fFiropeans, 
who_  continually  inh^ted  tlic  lower  part  of  this  river;  vre  therefore 
came  to  the  conckusnm  to  return,  and  make  a report  to  those  vdio  had 
sent  ns.  So  tlntt  having  iv-tcil  another  day,  we  left  the  village  of 
the  Alcan^^ca,  on  the  sevriit.-enib  of  July,  1073,  having  followed  the 
IMis.ds-ij'pi  lro)u  tin-  lalifu  ic  of  •12'^  to  34“,  and  preached  the  Go.-:pcl 
to  the  nlmo.'t  ot  npv  p'<'\vii-,  (o  the  nations  wo  visited.  Wo  tltea 
ascended  the  II--- i.'>tppi  v.  nli  great  dililonlty  agudnst  tlic  current,  and 
left  it  ill  (!■'  l.ititm!-!  wl  .”,s  rnTtli,  to  enter  anotlier  river  (Illinois), 
wliich  tool'  U-;  to  ihr>  kihe  cl  itu.'  Illinois  (Mie)iigan),  wliich  is  a ]iiueh 
sliortor  wa}  tlian  iiirougii  the  liner  .'^lesconsin  (\ViscoU';in),  by  wldch 
y.e  eiilevod  the  Mi-'si.s.sippi, 
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I never  a more  beautiful  country  than  ve  found  on  this 
river.  The  prairies  are  covered  with  buffaloes,  stags,  goats,  and  the 
rivers  and  lakes  with  swans,  ducks,  geese,  parrots,  and  beavers. 
The  river  upon  which  we  sailed  was  wide,  deep  and  placid  for  sixty- 
five  leagues,  and  navigable  most  all  the  year  round.  There  is  a 
portage  of  only  half  a league  into  the  lake  of  the  Illinois  (Michigan). 

found  on  the  banks  of  tins  river,  a village  called  Kuilka,  consist- 
ing of  seventy-four  cabins.  The}’  received  us  very  k'indly,  an-d  wo 
promised  to  return  to  instruct  them.  The  chief,  v.dth  )iiost  of  the 
youth  of  this  village,  accompanied  us  to  the  lake,  from  wdicncc  we 
returned  to  the  Hxay  of  Puans  (Green  Bay),  about  the  end  of  Sept(nn- 
ber.'^'  If  perilous  journey  had  been  attended  vrith  no  other  advan- 
tage than  the  salvation  of  one  soul,  I would  think  perils  sufficiently 
rewarded.  I preached  the  G ospel  to  the  Illinois  of  Berouaeca  for  tliree 
days  together,  llily  instructions  made  such  an  impression  upon  this 
poor  peojffe,  that  as  soon  as  we  were  about  to  depart  they  brought  to 
me  a d^dng  child  to  baptize,  which  I did,  about  half  an  hour  before 
he  died,  and  which,  by  a special  providcuce,  God  was  pleased  to  save. 


* The  following  table  of  distances  offer  the  best  means  of  forming  some  idea 
of  the  whole  distance  passed  over  by  IMarquette  and  Joliet  in  this  tour. 


From  Green  Bay  (Puans)  up  Fox  Iliver  to  the  portage,  . . 175 

Frotn  the  portage  down  the  Wisconsin  to  the  JMississippi,  . ; 175 

From  the  mouth  of  the  Wisconsin  to  the  mouth  of  the  Arkansas,  10S7 

From  the  Arkansas  to  the  Illinois  Fiver,  .....  547 

From  the  mouth  of  the  Illinois  to  Cldcago, S05' 

From  Chicago  to  Green  Bay  by  the  lake  shore,  ....  2Gn 

254.’ 
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mSTOIlICAL  COLLECTIONS  OP  LOUISIANA, 


TABLE  NO.  1. 

OF  GEOGRAriHCAL  POSITIONS  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI*  AND  MISSOURI, 
AS  ASCERTAINED  BY  LONG,  NICOLLET  AND  OTHERS. 


Mississippi  River  at  low  water. 


Places  of  observatinn. 

I'rnm  the 
1 Gulf  of 

Mexico. 

Altitudes 
above  the 
Gulf  of 
IRexico.f 

North  If 
tude. 

iti- 

West  of  Green- 
wich. 

Longitudes  in 
arc. 

Feet. 

O 

/ 

// 

O 

/ 

a 

New  Orleans  Cathedral,  and 

level  of  its  front  [)avcmeiU  - 

104 

10.5 

29 

57 

23 

89 

59 

4 

Red  River,  norlh  end  of  the  is- 

land,  opposite  the  mouth 

310 

76 

31 

2 

25 

91 

41 

15 

Natchez,  lir;!it-house 

40G 

86 

31 

33 

37 

91 

28 

22.5 

A’'azoo  River,  the  moufli  - 

034 

_ 

32 

23 

0 

90 

59 

30 

White  River,  Mantuomery’s 

Landino,  one  imlc  above  the 

month 

754 

202 

33 

57 

20 

90 

26 

45 

Now  Madrid,  Missouri 

1,115 

_ 

36 

34 

so 

89 

97 

15 

Ohio  River,  noilh  side  of  tlic 

mouth 

1,21G 

324 

37 

0 

25 

89 

2 

30 

Cape  Girardeau  - . > 

1,257 

- 

37 

18 

39 

89 

17 

0 

St.  Genevieve,  Cathn'ic  church, 

and  level  of  its  [>:i  v;  rnent 

1,330 

372 

37 

59 

47 

90 

11 

10 

St.  Louis,  garden  of  t.ho  catlio-l 

dral  - - - . - 

i 1,300 

3S2 

3S 

37 

2S 

90 

15 

39 

Illinois  River,  the  mouth  - -i 

' 1,I2G 

1 - 

3S 

63 

12 

_ 

Moingonan  Itivnr  (Les  Motnei;; 

1 

River),  a small  island  a;  the! 

mouth  - - - - -| 

1,594 

414 

40 

21 

43 

91 

32 

30 

Montre^e,  or  old  Port  In -si 

Moines,  the  mouth  of  the' 

creek  - - - - -j 

1 ,C09 

470 

40 

30 

34 

91 

31 

0 

Flint  River,  the  mouth  ahove^ 

i 

1 

Burlington j 

1 ,G39 

4S6 

40 

52 

5G 

_ 

Maskudeng,  tiie  mid.dlc  mouth! 

of  the  slongli  - * '! 

1,G7S 

550 

41 

14 

47  ' 

91 

21 

30 

Rock  Isl.and,  a quarter  of  a mile; 

above  Daveii|)ort'.s  rr sidence -1 

1,722 

52S 

41. 

31 

50  1 

_ 

Hcadofthe  Upper  Rapids,  belou  j 

1 

Port  Byron  ami  1’  irUuirst  -* 

1,737 

554 

41 

3G 

S i 

90 

29 

0 

Prairie  du  Chion  (iU[M-s.igiruv,! 

American  Fur  {urnpanv’K, 

house  - - • •; 

1,932 

C42 

43 

3 

G 

91 

9 

19.5 

Summit  of  bhitT  on  the  eastern- 

side  of  I’rairie  du  C hi<  ti  -| 

- 

1,010 

_ 

Upper  Iowa  River,  island  at  ihej 

mouth  - 

1,97S 

_ 

43 

29 

2G 

91 

10 

() 

Sajvpah  River,  or  Black  River, 

0['j>osite  to  the  old  inoutii  -| 

2,03,. 

CS3 

43 

57 

14  1 

91 

24 

0 

* The  Mipsis  :p|d  ro.ea  from 

laki  s ill 

a champaign 

counlrv. 

The 

Mis: 

souri 

alivcr  rises  in  a mount  unoiis  Cuunt'-v,  ilov.u:  with 

a rapid  cuncnl,  and  is 

vorv 

aji.l  Sinr(-  if  h.i..;  |,<  n-,  I.impw  u to  iho  wliites,  it  lias  nsoii  liiroi; 

cr  four  timi's  lurlv  icot  :iho\t>  the  usu  !l  hi;,'li  wator  mark. 

t Tlio  numlu  ii.  m (Ins  coliimii  n'lcr  u>  Uio  surCaoe  of  tlio  water  in  iho  TsTis- 
cii'sippi  at  iIk!  I'onil  lufiUioiicd,  oiot-jir.  \,  hoii  ollicrwisc  especially  o.xpre.ssod. 
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XT 

West  of  Geeen- 

Places  of  observation. 

^ ^ o 

i *5  ? 6 

North  lati- 

xvich 

tude. 

III 

Lon 

gitudes  in 
"arc. 

Miles. 

Fed. 

0 

/ 

// 

0 

/ 

tt 

Top  of  mountain  on  right 

bank,  opposite  the  old 
inoutii  - 

1,214 

_ 

_ 

Dividing  ridge  between  Sap- 

pah  Jtiver  and  Prairie  a la 
Crosse  River,  six  miles  east 
of  Mississippi  - - - 

1,103 

Mountain  island,  or  Montague 

qui  trenipe  a I’Eau  of  the 
French  ----- 

2,0-i2 

44 

1 

7 

91 

30 

30 

Miniskah  River,  or  White-water 

River  - 

2,069 

- 

44 

12 

36 

91 

51 

15 

Reniinicha  (Montagne  la 

Grange  of  the  French)  upper 
end  of  Lake  Pepin 

2,115 

714 

44 

33 

30 

92 

31 

0 

Top  of  Rerninicha 
Lahontan  River,  the  mouth — 

- 

1,036 

— 

“ 

(Cannon  River  of  the  Ameri- 
cans, Canoe  River  of  t)ic 

Frencli') 

2,118 

_ 

44 

34 

0 

92 

33 

0 

St.  Croix  Fiver,  the  mouth 

2,150 

729 

44 

45 

30 

92 

45 

0 

St.  Peters,  the  mouth 

2,192 

744 

44 

52 

46 

93 

4 

54 

Genera!  Level  of  the  plateau 

on  which  Fort  Snelling  and 
the  Indian  agency  stand 

850 

_ 

_ 

Pilot  Knob,  the  top 
Falls  of  St.  Anthony,  U.  S.  cot- 

1,006 

- 

- 

tage  - - - - - 

Ishkode-waho  River,  or  Pvuin 

2,200 

856 

44 

68 

40 

93 

10 

30 

River,  the  mouth  - - - 

Karishon  River  (Sioux);  oi'  Lliidog 

2,219 

- 

45 

15 

0 

- 

River  (Chippeways),  Crow 
River  of  ilie  Americans 

2 229 

45 

16 

C 

Wahc'zi,  or  S'.van  River,  a lialf 
mile  above  the  mouth 
Kagi-wigwun  Iviver,  the  mout!) 

2,3-n 

1,098 

45 

54 

30 

94 

22 

0 

(Aile  dc  Corbeau  River  of  tiic 
Frencli — Crowing  River  of  the 

'■ 

Americans)  - - - - 

Kabikon.s,  or  Little  Falls,  the 

2,381 

1,130 

46 

16 

50 

94 

32 

45 

liead  of  .the  falls  - - - 

2,627 

1,340 

47 

14 

50 

93 

26 

45 

Wanoinon  RiviM-,  or  Vermilion 
River,  the  mouth  - - - 

Kngle  Nest  Savannah  (.Marais 

2,648 

- 

47 

11 

4 

■ 

aux  Nids  d'Aigle*  of  the 
i'rench)  - . . _ 

2,664 

47 

18 

'lO 

93 

32 

30 

Lcocli  I.,ake  River,  ilm  monlli  - 

2,675 

1,356 

47 

14 

0 

93 

39 

0 

J.ako  the  old  trading-house 

i 

93 

43 

0 

on  tongue  of  Imd  near  the 
entrari’-e  of  the  .M Issi.^-sippi 

2,755 

1,402 

! 47 

25 

23 

91 

34 

0 

Potnidj!  I.a’.c  or  Lake  'I'tavcrs, 

1 

the  i ij1  ’•.i n ce  oi' t he  M issis'^ i I'I'i 

2. sun 

1,1. V. 

j 47 

28 

46 

9 1 

50 

30 

Itmxa  Sclioolcr.iflb,  i-dand 

I'tmosl  sources  of  the 

2,890 

1 ,575 

1 47 

13 

35 

9.J 

2 

0 

sippi,  .it  the  niminit  of  the 
] 1 aiiti'ii rs  (ic  Terre,  or  Ihvi.l- 
in-'-ridge,  lieiwi'cn  the  Mi.ssis- 
sijijn  iind  Red  River  of  the 
tioilli 

2,S9d 

1,GS0 

k 


5 


VI 


vl.,- 
f .;rh/i: 


800 


HI,sTO):.ICA].  COLLTX'TTONS  Or  LOUISIAN. 


TABLE  NO.  2. 


Mtssoiin  River  at  low  ivater. 


Places  of  obscrviilion. 

North  lati- 
tude. 

West  of  Green- 
wich. 

Longitudes  in 
arc. 

Miles. 

Feet. 

O 

/ 

// 

0 

/ 

n 

Mouth  cf  Missouri  UiviTj  the 

Fouth  hank,  oigh'een  miles 

abo\  0 St.  Louis  . . . 

1,408 

3SS 

38 

50 

60 

90 

13 

45 

Goehel-'s  residence,  neat  Now- 

^>orl,  Fratikiin  couniv.  Mis- 

1 

souri  - . . - - 

- 

- 

38 

33 

58 

91 

7 

9 

Gnscomidc  River,  tin  nmuth 

1,513 

- 

38 

41 

40 

- 

Portiniid,  (’ailawav  co;;:i:v,  Mis- 

.souri,  left  b.ank  of  Missouri 

River i 

1,533 

- 

38 

42 

57 

91 

40 

16 

Osaeo  Isivcr,  tlie  mouiii 

' 1,543 

_ 

38 

35 

0 

_ 

Nashville,  Jioouis  couiitv,  lefl 

bank 

1 1,579 

_ 

38 

47 

7 

92 

49 

30 

Boonvillc,  Cooper  countv,  right^ 

I 

1 

hank  - - - - 

; i,co4 

530 

38 

67 

IS 

92 

41 

30 

Grand  River,  fiouthv.eju  of  fho 

_ 

mouth 

1 1,G70 

_ 

39 

19 

0 

_ 

Old  I'ort  0.sa<:o,  rifth;  ’.tank 

i 1,74  8 

- 

39 

9 

33 

_ 

l.ow(;r  Lihorlv  Iruniti:,.’ 

' 1 ,770 

- 

39 

11 

43 

94 

20 

15 

Kansas  River,  the  mouth  - 

1,790 

- 

39 

5 

25 

_ 

Fort  Leavenworth,  tiic  !s;jdii)j,j 

place  - - - - - 

1,820 

746 

39 

22 

40 

94 

44 

0 

Cow  Island  . . . . 

1 ,839 

- 

39 

25 

5 

_ 

S.uui-bar,  riphleen  ii.iles  ahovc 

Fort  l.ea veav, orth — ahoM:  the 

1 

Ok!  Cut-oir  - . . . 

1,S3S  i 

39 

29 

42 

95 

1 

0 

Black  Snake  hill,  the  l.indii.^ 

1.870  i 

1 797 

39 

44 

23 

94 

47 

30 

Antelope  Island 

1,931 

_ 

40 

4 

23 

95 

19 

30 

Nisliiial'atona.  Rivrr,  opposit'- 

tlic  mouth  . - - - 

1,918 

_ 

40 

16 

50 

95 

25 

0 

Bald  Island,  lower  end,  and 

western  side  . . . 

1,977 

- 

40 

34 

0 

95 

34 

30 

Five-Barrel  Island.s  - - - 

2,0()S 

972 

40 

49 

44 

95 

42 

0 

Jlill  on  tlio  rip'hl  har-l:  at  Ihvc- 

'J^arrel  Islands  . 

i 

1,152 

_ 

_ 

Idatte  River,  north  side  of  the 

nuiiitli  - - - - - 

3,036 

- 

41 

3 

24 

- 

Kiiptinerr  Canlonmeitl 

~ 

- 

41 

25 

4 

95 

43 

52.5 

Liland  three  tniles  lielow  t’i<unci! 

« 

lUuti's  I'V  water 

3,081 

1,023 

41 

28 

20 

95 

45 

30 

Inyaii-vanke  River  il-diR-  b eu. 

Rimt),  liirce  miles  Indo'.v  the 

I!U>Utli  - - . - . 

3,159 

i 

41 

47 

0 

95 

54 

0 

Wood'.s  liills,  old  t rad  in  '-io)u 

3,197 

“ 

42 

0 

49 

96 

7 

C 

Flovd's  (fiave,  to[)  ol  ti.'.-  n\cr 

hank 

1 

1,353 

_ 

_ 

Huppan-kulev  prairie,  left  leiii);.! 

oiKt  mile  :Pu>\e  Aiii'iie.ai;' 

I'ur  CompaiiN’H  Iradino- 

1 

liomm  - - . . 

2,3?S 

1,217 

42 

41 

25 

96 

41 

5I 

Jlillt;  on  tlie  rijlit  haul.,  tuo 

miles  beluu  the  jHcoediii'j 

elation  

- 

1 ,.)]() 

- 

~ 
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V?  O - 

West  of  Green- 

Places  of  observation. 

^''5  o c 

North  lali- 

wich. 

c-U  g 

^ ^ o 

tude. 

Longitudes  iu 

arc. 

Miles. 

Feet. 

O 

n 

O 

/ 

n 

Ponkali  River,  one  mile  below 

the  mouth,  left  bank  of  Mis- 
souri River  - - - - 

2,426 

42 

60 

0 

Nawizi  River,  near  the  mouth  - 
Wicha-pahah,  or  Scalp  Mountain 

2,4.31 

- 

42 

51 

40 

- 

Creek,  two  miles  above  the 
mouth 

2,476 

43 

8 

33 

98 

37 

0 

Ranteslia-wita.  or  Red  Cedar  Is- 

laud,  lower  end,  ojjposite  Bad 
Creek  _ . - - - 

2,490 

1,296 

43 

14 

24 

CO 

47 

45 

Hills  on  tlie  right  bank  of  Red 

Cedar  Island — 

First  range  - 

- 

1,622 

- 

- 

Second  range 

- 

1,876 

- 

- 

Third  range  - 

- 

2,033 

- 

- 

Sailor  Island,  one  mile  below  - 

2,626 

1,314 

43 

38 

4 

99 

8 

0 

Hills  on  the  left  bank,  between 

Sailor  Island  and  White 
River,  viz  : 

Top  of  the  Black  Zone  (pseudo 
volcano)  - _ - _ 

Ton  of  the  upland,  or  Biyou’s: 

1 

1,532 

- 

- 

Hills 

1 

1 ,738 

_ 

- 

Ivlankizita,  or  White  River,  tlicl 

- 

mouth  - - - - -j 

Lower  Island,  or  beginning  of 

2,537 

- 

43 

41 

0 

99 

12 

C 

the  Great  Bend  . » . 

Dry  Wood  River,  one  mile  below 

2,552 

- 

44 

9 

0 

99 

20 

0 

the  entrance  - - - - 

Fort  Pierre  Chouteau,  on  the 

2,616 

- 

44 

7 

31 

99 

31 

30 

right  bank  - - - - 

Iligliost  f'oint,  north-east,  two 

2,661 

1 ,456 

44 

23 

28 

100 

12 

30 

miles  from  Fort  Pierre,  on 
tile  opposite  bank 

- 

1,960 

_ 

_ 
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